OSNZ National Wader Censuses
June - July 2013

November - December 2013 & January - February 2014
Summary compiled by Adrian Riegen

Winter Census 2013

A total of 107,439 waders of 21 species were counted during the June-July 2013 wader censuses, down from 124,741
in June-July 2012 (Table 1). There was good national coverage with only the Far North, Gisborne/Wairoa,
Kaikoura/Marlborough and the West Coast regions not counted. The Far North was not counted in 2012 either.
Numbers of Red Knot and Bar-tailed Godwit were around 1,000 lower than in 2012 and about 10,000 fewer South
Island Pied Oystercatcher were counted.

Rarities included, 1 Large Sand Plover, 1 Marsh Sandpiper and 2 Terek Sandpiper.

Summer Census 2013

A total of 141,761 waders of 28 species were counted during the November-December 2013 wader censuses (table 2),
up from 129,850 in 2012 and down from 148,662 in 2011. National coverage was excellent, with only Rangaunu in the
Far North and Gisborne/Wairoa not counted. The differences were approximately 4,000 more godwit and 4,000 more
knot than in 2012, accounted for by the Far North in 2013. Pied stilt numbers were up and Turnstone were just over
2,000 (2,001) in 2013, which more than doubled the 2012 count of 914. The Far North accounted for 688 of them in
2013.

Rarities this census included 1 Greater Sand Plover, 1 Oriental Plover (a first for a census day), 3 Great Knot, 1 Black-
tailed Godwit, 1 Marsh Sandpiper and 1 Terek Sandpiper.

NOTE: Species listed in the following tables are arranged in the order they appear in the fourth edition of the OSNZ
checklist.

Table 1. Total Count June - July 2013

Species 2012 2013
Red Knot 3,183 2,247
Curlew Sandpiper 1

Red-necked Stint 10 13
Eastern Curlew 2
Whimbrel 3 5
Bar-tailed Godwit 14,142 13,403
Black-tailed Godwit 1

Siberian Tattler 2 1
Marsh Sandpiper 1 1
Terek Sandpiper 1 2
Turnstone 154 131
Variable Oystercatcher 2,756 2,769
Pied Oystercatcher 72,873 62,353
Oystercatcher Hybrid 22 15
Pied Stilt 17,484 14,431
Black Stilt/Hybrids 25 15
Pacific Golden Plover 5 3
New Zealand Dotterel 852 629
Banded Dotterel 5,993 4,433
Greater Sand Plover 1
Wrybill 5,836 4,827
Black-fronted Dotterel 53 30
Spur-winged Plover 1,344 2,128

TOTAL > 124,741 107,439



Table 2. Total Count November - December 2012

Species 2012 2013
Red Knot 27,594 31,286
Great Knot 3
Sanderling 3 8
Curlew Sandpiper 4 12
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 24 17
Pectoral Sandpiper 2 4
Red-necked Stint 53 105
Eastern Curlew 5 8
Whimbrel 14 18
Bar-tailed Godwit 77,103 81,303
Black-tailed Godwit 1
Wandering Tattler 1

Grey-tailed Tattler 3

Greenshank 1

Marsh Sandpiper 1 1
Terek Sandpiper 1 1
Turnstone 914 2,001
Variable Oystercatcher 2,313 2,129
Pied Oystercatcher 15,653 16,873
Oystercatcher Hybrid 16 16
Pied Stilt 3,446 5,084
Black Stilt/Hybrids 4
Pacific Golden Plover 63 134
Grey Plover 3

New Zealand Dotterel 432 525
Banded Dotterel 410 387
Greater Sand Plover 2 1
Oriental Plover 1
Wrybill 231 139
Black-fronted Dotterel 12 9
Shore Plover 1 1
Spur-winged Plover 1,545 1,690

TOTAL > 129,850 141,761



There was incomplete nationwide coverage in January-February 2014 but counts from Lake Wairarapa, Nelson,
Marlborough, Canterbury, Otago and Southland were received. Numbers for the Nelson region are compared with the
November-December 2013 counts in Tables 3.

Table 3. Nelson Region counts for November 2013 and

February 2014

Species Nov.13  Feb.14 Feb # +/-
Pied Oystercatcher 3,742 18,981 15,239
Variable Oystercatcher 646 766 120
Pied Stilt 73 486 413
Banded Dotterel 56 550 494
Greater Sand Plover 1 -1
Lesser Sand Plover 1 1
Oriental Plover 1 -1
Pacific Golden Plover 8 15 7
Spur-winged Plover 19 13 -6
Turnstone 502 790 288
Red Knot 8,401 8,071 -330
Great Knot 1 -1
Sanderling 3 -3
Red-necked Stint 11 4 -7
Eastern Curlew 3 -3
Whimbrel 1 1
Bar-tailed Godwit 15,169 17,152 1,983
Siberian Tattler 3 3
Terek Sandpiper 1 -1

TOTAL > 28,637 48,833 20,196



Tables 4 and 5 show sites with more than 2,000 waders
counted during winter and summer censuses.

Table 4. Sites with >3,000 waders in June-July
2013 & 2012

2013 2012
Manukau Harbour 25,800 37,428
Kaipara Harbour 23,064 21,271
Firth of Thames 12,535 15,349
Farewell Spit 9,633 7,395
Tauranga Harbour 6,783 6,974
Tasman Bay 5177 6,645
Golden Bay 4,917 3,815
Maketu - Ohiwa 2,887 1,264
Kawhia Harbour 2,414 5,442
Avon-Heathcote 2,354 3,346
Otago 2,239 1,599

Table 5. Sites with >2,000 waders in November-
December 2013 & 2012

2013 2012
Manukau 30,002 32,851
Farewell Spit 18,939 20,283
Kaipara Harbour 17,399 18,428
Firth of Thames 12,615 11,068
Tauranga - BOP 11,153 6,891
Parengarenga 7,377
Whangarei 6,732 3,864
Tasman Bay 6,309 5308
Kawhia 3,908 2,588
Golden Bay 3,389 3,950
Avon-Heathcote 3,009 2,974
Ohiwa H - BoP 2,221 3,808

Lake Ellesmere 2,210




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


