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FAIRY TERN UPDATE.
There has been a hiich in the Fairy Tern programme for the coming season.

DoC will not have enough money o cover both the Mangawhai and Waipu sites
with a warden so Waipu is being left out.

DoC says permanent staff will cover where possible but in the last 3 seasons
volunteers have had to cover up to 4 days a week because no-one at DoC was
available so the situation does not look good.

There were no chicks hatched at Waipu last season as the eggs were removed
virtually as soon as they were laid so this was not unusual, but they didn’t hatch
clsewhere either.

I think the birds must be allowed to brood their own eggs except in unusual ~
circumstances until it is proved they are not able to do so.

We are told that human disturbance must be kept to a minimum therefore human
intervention should be kept to a minimum also

0.S.N.Z. and Trust volunicers will do their best to cover the DoC shortfall over the
20 weeks necessary but it will be an uphill task.

This is my personal opinion after 25yrs of monitoring Fairy Terns at Mangawahi
and Waipu.

Audrey Williams. Vol. Ce-ordinator.




An Intevesting Birding Weekend
By Janet Snell

One Sunday afiernoon, 16 March 2009, Lloyd and 1 icok off in our little camper and headed

for a nights camping at Mahinepan Beach. The weather was great — sunny but with a little
“wing off the sea. The camp-ground is a piece of private Maori owned land and right on the
beach with a freshwater stream flowing out behind the camp-ground. The birds loved bathing
in the area where the freshwaier mixed with the seawater as the tide receded. During the late
afierncon the following birds were seen sitting on the stony bear,h

Reef heron

Variable oystercatcher
Little shag =

NZ dotterel

Australasian gannet (flying)
Piedsult .

White-faced heron
White-fronted tern 10

Red-billed guil 35

Black-backed gull 12

And sitting in the sun on the rocks around the edge of the Bay — 24 pied shags.

NN NNDNN

But the highlight of the afternoon for me was seeing 2 reef herons sitting on a branch in a
pohutukawa tree with the sun shining in on them. They were preening themselves and each

* gther. I watched them for ages through the telescope, fascinated at seeing them and watching
their behaviour. Afier they had both flown off, I watked around to the tree they had been in
and looked to see if there was any sign of 2 nest or the begionings of one, but couldn’t see
anything. A bit early, I guess. 1 had never seen reef herons in a iree before, let aloae two
together. Ihope they were displaying pre-nuptial behaviour.

The next afternoon we headed home and just before we came to the intersection of Mahinpua
Rd and the Main Rd we saw a whole bunch of Californian quail as ithey ran across the road in
fornt of us, all running behind each other. Of course we slowed right down and were able {0

~ count them — 22 in all; with quite a few young ones. They continued to run, one behind the

' ‘other into the scrub and out of sight. We called into Helena Bay and saw a few red-billed
gulls and black-backed gulls on the beach, but no NZ dotterels. We didn’t see the shag
colony on the northern end of the beach as entered in the Shag Register, but found a colony on
the southern end of the beach in an old pohutukawa tree clinging to the cliffs. We counted 11
pied shags and one black shag in the tree, and 10 nests with some occupied with hungry
young ones.
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WEST COAST BEACH PATROL SUMMARY — Compiled by Pruc Cozens July to Becember 2007

DATE - 2007

9-07-07

14-03-07

17-09-
07

6-10-07

1107

1-12-67

FROM
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Mahuta

No

Bayley’s
N

Bayley’s

Bayley’s

10

&links

Glinkes

Patvol

Glinkes S

Glinkes

Mahota

DISTANCE (km)

21

25

23

g

Tatal

Wandering albatross

Black-browed mollymawk

White-capped mollymawk

Grey-headed mollymawk

Buller's mollymawk

2 Bl N 1

Light-mantled seoty
albatross :

v A e I N[N

Flesh-footed shearwater

Buller’s shearwater

Sonty shearwater

Shori-failed shearwater

Fluttering shearwater

s [ b { DN | e

Little shearwater _

Shearwater sp.

Common diving petrel

Black petrel

White-chinned peirel

+ | Kerguelen petre)

Cape pigeon

Antarctic fulmar

Northem giant petrel

Fairy prion

GO | rma

Broad-billed prion

Lesser broad-billed prion

Thin-billed prion

Antaretic prion

Fulmar-billed prion

Prion sp.

" Blue petrel

Cook’s petrel

Motiled petrel

Grey-faced petrel

White-headed petrel

Whiie-faced storm petrel

Blue penguin

D | s | s | 2

Ausiraiasian gannet

Black shag

Pied shag

Ligile shag

Southern black-backed gull

Red-billed gull

Caspian tern

White-fronted tern

Blackbird

Paradise Dnck

Magpie

6

Albatross Sp.

SiPO

TOTAL

i0

41

24

17

43

133

Patrollers: C. Burtt, P. Cozens, J. Hawken L. Honor, L & A Howell, K. Miller. C. Parkes.

L. Simpkir. M. Smith. P. Smith, B. Stevens.
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WEST COAST BEACH PATROL SUMMARY - A O o®

Compiled by Prue Cozens . o) $h Omamav.,
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Southern black-backed guil 7 2
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WEST COAST BEACH PATROL SUMMARY -~

Compiled by Prue Cozens

2008
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Wandering albatross

Black-browed moilymawk

White-capped mollymawk

Gray-headed mollymawk

Buller's mollymawk

| Light-mantled sooty aibatross

Flesh~footed shearwater

Buller’s shearwater

Sooty shearwater

Shori-tailed shearwater

Fluttering shearwater

Little shearwater

“PWﬁﬂ

Shearwater sp.

Common diving petrel

Black petrel

White-chinned petrel

Kerguelen petral

on

Antarctic fulmar

Northern giant petrel

Fairy prioa

Broad-billed prion

1.esser broad-billed prion

Thin-billed prion

Antarctic prion

Fulmat-billed prion

Prion sp.

Blue petrel

Caok's petrel

Mottled petrel

Grey-faced petrel

White-headed petre}

White-faced storm peirel

Blue penguin

Australasian gannet

Black shag

Pied shag

Little shag

Southem black-backed gull

Red-billed guil

Caspian tern

White-fronted tern

Sooty tern

SIPO
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| NA( ONAL WADER CENSUS - NORTH KAK _RA
© Compiled by David Crockett
Date: 7 June 2008 Tide Height: 4/ m Time. 139 Weather: Fine . Vertherly brecxe
Borcks Onenn | Ngamotu Batley- Tinopai Pali- Ruawai Tamgahac- Qkaro TOTAL
Tanoa Whakapirau Kellys Bay Creek

Black shag { } 2
Pied shag P 5 14, 21
Litle black shag 3 I~ 3
Little shag ~ 3 3
White-faced heron 2 24 2.l 47 |
White heron
Reef heron
Royal spoonbill 32 16 L8
SI pied oystercatcher 218 227 480 32 610 230 640 2437
Variable oystercatcher g 17
Pied stilt 192 3i8 210 125 R45
NZ dotterel 4. 4
Banded dotterel 23 29 52
Wirybill {7 L7
Pacific golden plover
Spur winged plover . 2 [ q .
Turnstone: N (-
Lesser knot Q )
Far-eastem curlew ¥ o
Asiatic whimbrel X N
Bar-tailed godwit b 5 3 L
Black-backed gull R 4 & 0 8
Red-billed gull * 3 i3 45 77 14 272
Caspian tern 3 i 20 3 5 28
White-fronted tem 3 8 (SO 120 25 < 306
Fairy tem <
Little term <X
Cattle egret
Black swan - ,

_Black-billed gull W ' . 1

Al locunded,
TOTAL ) 2ty 268 739 209 1284 570 825 Lt37
Participants: () Burtt D Calvert D Carfer P Cozens D nTc%Ea tt .H. Hawlken
"8 Plowwman A Rardell M Smith b %m.ﬁml\_ﬂ&_?,ﬂ Sinell L Snell
B Stevens J Vaughar A Withams Py !

o e |



EAST COAST BEACH PATROL - BREAM BAY SUMMARY
Compiled by P. R. SMITH - Period JANUARY to JUNE 2603

.. %

MONTH JANUARY | FEBRUARY MARCH APRIIL MAY JUNE TOTALS

FROM Mair Rd. Mars Pt M Pt-Race/C | Mars. Pt. | SurfClL M.Pt-Race/C

TO Waipu R. | WaipuR. | Surf Cl.-Wai | Uretiti Tip] Waipu R. | Uretiti-Waipu

DISTANCE 14km 15km 13km 12.5km | 9.5km 10km

) C.L.Burtt | D, Carter | P. Cozens J. Hawken| C. Parkes | L. Simpkin
PATROLLERS M.Smith | L & Snell | A. Williams

Wandering Albatross

Royal Albatross

Black-browed Moliymawk

White-capped (shy mollymawk)

Grey-headed MollymawR

Buller’s Mollymawk

| Light-mantled Sooty Albatross

Flesh —footed Shearwater 10 3 13

. Buller’s Shearwater | 3 1

Sooty Shearwater | 1(S8p.) 1 13

7~ Short-tailed Shearwater

Fluttering Shearv/ater 6 3 2 6 4 3 24

Hutton’s Shearwater

"Little Shearwater

Common Diving Petrel i 4 i4 3 27

. '{'Black Petrel | 1 (Sp.) ) 2

White-chinned Petrel

Kergirellen Petrel

Cape Pigeon

Antarctic Fulmar

Northern Giant Petrel g

Fairy Prion

Thin-billed Prion i 1

Antarctic Prion

Broad-billed Prion

Lesser Broad-billed Prion

Prion sp

Blue Petrel

Pycroft s Petrel 1

—

_1 Cook’s Petrel 2 2

Black-winged Petrel

Mottled Petrel

Grey-faced Petrel 1 1

White-headed Petrel

White-faced Storm Petrel

Blue Penguin 11

3
Australasian Gannet ] 2 3
Pied Shag . 1 i

Paradise Shelduck 4

B LM Eal B

Mallard duck 1

Variable Oystercatcher

Southern Black-backed Gull i i [] 1 4

Red-billed Gull

Caspian Tern

White-fronted Tern

Australian Magpie i

White-tailed Tropic Bird i

Tui 1

Duck Sp. i

b | | - s | -

TOTALS 21 13 4 41 25 17




NORTHLAND REGIONAL OFFICERS

Northland OSNZ Convenors

Regional Representative — Katrina Hansen Whangarei Harbour Surveys — Tony Beauchamp
Treasurer — Den Carter North Kaipara Harbour Surveys - David Crockett
Regional Recorder — Tony Beauchamp East Coast Beach Patrols — Clairc Burtt
Amokura Co-ordinator - vacant West Coast Beach Patrols — Prue Corzens

NZ Fairy Tern Volunteer Co-ordinator — Audrey Withiams
Qiled Birds — Audrey Wilhiams

N REGIONAL ACTIVITIES 2009

MEETING DATES AND FIELD EVENTS |
Hi” June  Mecting :
June - date the Kaipara Harbour Census: contact Davud (Ph 433 09\4) f
June - datc ibc _ Whangarei Harbour Census: contact Tony _ |
Sy Mocting ST

13" August _ Mecting | f
10% Septembor - Mecting o |
8" October Mecting '
12™ November Mecting , |
November - datctbc ~ Kaipara b Harbour Count: contact Davggi_(?h 4350954)
" November - datc tbe Whangarei Harbour Count comtact Tony _ F
12" December - the End-of-vear dinner i.
BEACH PATROLS - Dates to be confirmed
West Coast Contact: Prue Cozens  East Coast Contact: Claire Burtt
Dates: High Tide; time. height  Dates: High Tde
20" Junc 7:10 am 16" June 13:20 23
18% July 5:30 am 14" July 12:02 23
153" August 4:00 am 1™ August 10:31 24
12 or 19" Scptember  2:30 am 8 or 15" September 09:46 or 16:04 2.3
10 or 11™ Qctober 2:20 - 3:30 6" October 08:4) 2.6
14" November $:50 am 10™ November 13.22 26
12* December 12:12 3" December 12:09 2.7




