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Th e  W rybill

So m uch  tim e  h as passe d since  th e  last 
ne w sle tte r th at it’s h ard to  k now  w h ich  
h appe nings to le ave  out. Birds h ave  m igrate d, 
ne ste d, h atch e d, fle dge d, be e n pre ye d on, be e n 
pre dators, ‘sh ow n w e ll’ in birding parlance  and 
staye d h idde n w h e n th e  spotte rs m ost w ante d to 
tick  th e m . No official tw itch ath on w as organize d 
nationally th is January, but m any pe ople  h unte d 
out birds during th e ir sum m e r h olidays and
re ports are  trick ling in.

Pe rh aps th e  m ost significant e ve nt to note  from  
th e  last 6 m onth s h as be e n th e  ne w  ne stling in 
th e  Alle n colony. O livia Rose  arrive d on 5th  
January afte r a lot of anxious w aiting by h e r 
Mum  and Dad,  Nick  and H ye za, and m uch  
inte re st in th e  h appy e ve nt by th e  re st of us.

Jan's Jottings
By Re gional Re p Jan W alk e r

Ne w sle tte r of th e  Cante rbury Re gion,
O rnith ological Socie ty of Ne w  Z e aland

Re gional re pre se ntative : Jan W alk e r
305 Ke nne dys Bush  Road, Ch ristch urch  8025
Ph  03 322 7187. Em ail: sh e sagre e n@ gm ail.com

Fe bruary 2008

Ph oto: Jan W alk e r

A sm all com m itte e  h as be e n ve ry busy 
organizing th e  O SNZ  Confe re nce  2008, to be  
h e ld in Kaik oura at Que e n’s Birth day. Th e  
book ing form  w as include d w ith  th e  last tw o 

issue s of South e rn Bird and is also on th e  
w e bsite  w w w .osnz.org.nz.  A m ap is available  on 
th e  w e bsite  to h e lp pe ople  de cide  w h e re  th e y 
w ant to stay. H ow e ve r accom m odation book ings 
w ill not be  h andle d by th e  com m itte e , so m ak e  
your de cisions soon. It w ould be  w onde rful to 
h ave  as big a turn-out as possible  of Cante rbury 
and W e st Coast folk  and be  able  to m e e t som e  of 
you w h o don’t ofte n com e  to m e e tings. Both  
se abird and land bird fie ld trips w ill be  h e ld and 
th e re  w ill be  a varie ty of talk s and gre at 
socializing. All in a brilliant location w h ich  ofte n 
h as th e  m ost sce nic and m e m orable  w e ath e r 
during th e  w inte r. So don’t de lay, m ak e  your
book ings righ t aw ay!

Rob Sch uck ard cam e  and gave  us a talk  about 
w ade r m ove m e nts on our East Asian Flyw ay in 
O ctobe r and w as h e re  again in Nove m be r and 
De ce m be r ch e ck ing th e  bande d Godw its at th e  
Avon e stuary w ith  Sh e ila and m e . Th e  vast 
m ajority of th e  birds continue  to put in an 
appe arance  and w e  h ave  h e ard of one  th at is 
ove r-sum m e ring in Australia, so pe rh aps oth e rs 
are  th e re  too. Rob w as im pre sse d w ith  th e  
proportion of juve nile s in th e  flock  and counts of 
both  Godw its and Knots h ave  sh ow n a big 
incre ase  ge ne rally in th e  top of th e  South  Island 
th is ye ar. Th is re ve rse s th e  ste e p de cline  in th e  
fortune  of th e se  w ade rs for th e  first tim e  in 
m any ye ars. Th e  sate llite -track e d Godw its w e re  
follow e d w ith  am aze m e nt on our com pute rs as 
th e y cam e  south  from  Alask a th is spring, dire ct 
to M iranda, Firth  of Th am e s. E7 be cam e  a 
ce le brity and w as ‘Google able ’ on th e  Google  
se arch  e ngine . Luck ily for h e r, sh e  lande d in an 
inacce ssible  are a of th e  Firth , and  e scape d th e  
paparazzi h orde s of cam e ras and re porte rs, as 
sh e  be cam e  th e  bird w h o logge d th e  longe st 
continuously track e d fligh ts e ve r. Sh e  h as since  
be e n se e n safe  and w e ll. To liste n to a 
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fascinating se rie s of radio talk s about m igration 
cove ring all sorts of spe cie s log onto:
        w w w .bbc.co.uk /radio4/w orldonth e m ove /
in w h ich  Ph il Battle y of Masse y doe s th e
Godw it story from  NZ .

I w e nt w ith  five  oth e r m e m be rs to th e  Pyram id 
Valle y dig on W aitangi Day and h ad a fascinating, 
if frustrating day in th e  sun trying to sie ve  out 
q uate rnary and h oloce ne  plant and anim al 
re m ains from  th ick  sandy clay in Rich ard 
H oldaw ay’s ne w ly e xcavate d pit. Th e  bird-life  
th e re  now  is alm ost non-e xiste nt but be fore  
h um an colonization it m ust h ave  be e n prolific, as 
th e  site  h ad be e n a drink ing-h ole  in th ick  m ixe d 
fore st, dom inate d by Matai. W e  w itne sse d th e  
e xcavation of a ne ck  ve rte bra from  a fe m ale  
Giant Moa th at h ad be e n burie d in th e  se dim e nts 
form e d ove r 3000 ye ars ago. It w as particularly 
inte re sting to talk  to th re e  ge ne rations of 
landow ne rs w h o h ave  be e n involve d in 
succe ssive  digs, one  pe r ge ne ration, at th e  site . 
Th e y are  e ve ry bit as involve d and fascinate d as 
th e  e xpe rts and ch e rish  th e ir ste w ardsh ip of th is
spe cial place .

Could pe ople  ple ase  k e e p an e ye  out for Black -
bille d Gulls w e aring bands.  A large  banding 
program m e  w as carrie d out by Sh e ila Pe tch  and 
oth e rs som e  ye ars ago and birds w ith  bands are  
still around th e  w ate rw ays in Ch ristch urch . 
Ple ase  note  if th e  band is blue  or w h ite  and 
w h ich  le g it is on. Th e re  sh ould be  a m e tal band 
on th e  oth e r le g. It is som e tim e s possible  to re ad 
th e  num be r on th is, particularly if th e  birds are  
be ing fe d by h and. Som e  h ave  lost th e  
colourband, so can only be  re corde d by th is 
m e th od. Andre w  Crossland and Sh e ila are  k e e n 
to ge t som e  re sults from  th is program m e  and 
w ould w e lcom e  any re ports. Se nd to: 
andre w .crossland@ ccc.govt.nz

Th e  W rybill on-line
Th ank s to th ose  w h o h ave  arrange d to 
re ce ive  th e  ne w sle tte r on-line .  If oth e rs 
w ould lik e  to be  adde d to our e le ctronic 
subscribe r list rath e r th an h aving th e ir 
copy m aile d ple ase  contact th e  Editor at 
robnann@ paradise .ne t.nz

Indoor m e e tings

25th  Fe b -- M e m be rs e ve ning. An e ve ning w ith  
m e m be rs' contributions m ak ing up th e  talk s and
slide sh ow s. Usually m uch  e njoye d by all.

31st March  -- Branch  AGM  [sh ort] follow e d by a 
sh ort pre se ntation by Eric Spurr about th e  
Garde n Bird Surve y and th e  Pros/Cons of
fe e ding birds.

28th  April -- Anita Spe nce r from  th e  biose curity 
group at DO C w ill talk  about th e  Cre ste d Gre be  
situation at Lak e  Elle sm e re , Forsyth , and oth e r 
lak e s. Possibly also about oth e r aspe cts of h e r 
w ork .

26th  May -- Curator of Ve rte brate s at 
Cante rbury Muse um  and O SNZ  Councillor, Rare  
Birds Conve nor and m e m be r of our com m itte e , 
Paul Scofie ld, w ill give  a h igh ly re spe cte d talk  
about 'O ld Bird Colle ctors' in Ne w  Z e aland.

30th  June  -- W ade r e xpe rt, bird study 
consultant, inte rnational je t-se tte r on be h alf of 
birds, David M e lville , from  Ne lson, h as acce pte d 
an invitation to talk  about Avian Flu and its 
ram ifications w ith  re lation to NZ  and oth e r 
inte re sting topics. Also h appily coincide ntal 
w ith  th e  Godw it tide s th at h e  and Rob
Sch uck ard are  so fond of pursuing!

28th  July -- Rosalie  Snoyink , w h o m aste rm inde d 
th e  Cre ste d Gre be  surve y of a fe w  ye ars ago w ill 
talk  about its re sults and th e  ongoing situation.
Mostly all good, w e  h ope . 

W h at's on at OSNZ  Cante rbury:
Fe bruary to July 2008

Fie ld M e e tings

15th  March  -- Mount H e rbe rt Sce nic Re se rve  
visit. Th is w ill involve  a se rious tram p, for 
possibly sm all birding and a long day out on 
Bank s Pe ninsula. Ple ase  contact Jan for de tails. 
sh e sagre e n@ gm ail.com

12th  April -- Russe ll Langdon's W ildlife  Ce ntre  
and Ash burton Rive r Mouth . Le ave  H ornby at 
8.30am , park  in Mall carpark  ne ar McDonalds
and carpool.
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17th  May -- To be  arrange d... Kaik oura 
Confe re nce  and Fie ldtrips starts on 29 th  June .

7th  June  -- W inte r W ade r Count, Lak e  Elle sm e re  
and oth e r locations. Contact Colin H ill, 
ch e rryh ill@ xtra.co.nz

19 th  July -- Ash burton lak e s w ate rbirds ce nsus. 
Contact Ron Nilsson ronandsue @ paradise .ne t.nz 

Victoria Trip Diary
By Ash le y W righ t

I m ade  a couple  of trips to Australia last ye ar to 
visit som e  inte re sting place s and find a fe w  ne w  
birds. Both  trips w e re  low  budge t and low  h assle  
– I h ire d a cam pe rvan (tak ing advantage  of th e  
$40-50/day off-se ason rate s) w h ich  w as both  
transport and accom m odation, and took  
advantage  of ch e ap trans-Tasm an airfare s. 

H e re  are  a fe w  h igh ligh ts of m y trip to Victoria in 
Se pte m be r 2007.  I cove re d a lot of ground on 
th is 8 day trip, starting and finish ing in 
M e lbourne . 

Kinglak e  National Park  
Mason Falls se ction (30m in drive  North  of 
M e lbourne )
Gre at e arly m orning vie w s of 3 m ale  Supe rb 
Lyre birds on th e  “Lyre bird Circuit” (Supe rb 
Lyre birds are  sim ilar to th e  Albe rt’s Lyre birds but 
h ave  e ve n longe r tails!). Also saw  a fe m ale  
w ande ring around th e  Je h osaph at Gully picnic 
are a.

Toorourrong Re se rvoir Park   
(30m in drive  North  of M e lbourne , ne ar Kinglak e )
As pre dicte d by “Birdata” (se e  be low ) I found a 
m ale  Musk  Duck  fe e ding on th e  Re se rvoir - M usk  
Duck s are  e nde m ic to Australia and are  notable  
for th e  large  e xpandable  le ath e ry lobe  h anging 
be ne ath  th e  bill of th e  m ale  duck , w h ich  is use d 
in h is courtsh ip displays.

Kooyoora State  Park   
M e llville  cave s are a (2-3 h ours drive  North -W e st
of M e lbourne , ne ar Be ndigo)
Cam e  across tw o stunning Bush  Bronze w ings 
(pige on e nde m ic to south e rn Aus. &  Tas.) during 
an e arly m orning w alk . Also Varie d Site llas and a 

good varie ty of H one ye ate rs (Spiny-ch e e k e d, 
Ye llow -Tufte d, Fuscous, W h ite -Plum e d, Brow n-
h e ade d and Ne w  H olland). A noisy fam ily of 
W h ite -w inge d Ch ough s w e re  re side nt in th e  
cam pground.

Ph oto: Tom  Tarrant
Ne w  H olland H one ye ate r

M iddle  Lak e  Ibis rook e ry 
(3-4 h ours drive  North -W e st of M e lbourne ,
ne ar Ke rang)
Alth ough  th e  1000’s of bre e ding Australian 
W h ite  Ibis w e re  q uite  a sigh t I w as m ore  
inte re ste d in th e  Clam orous Re e d W arble rs in 
th e  re e ds h e re  – I’ve  be e n look ing forw ard to 
catch ing up w ith  th is spe cie s afte r I m isse d th e  
one  th at turne d up in St Anne ’s lagoon, North
Cante rbury, a fe w  ye ars ago.

Gosch e n Bush land Re se rve  
(Malle e  re se rve  4 h ours drive  North -W e st of
M e lbourne , ne ar Sw an H ill)
Alth ough  I didn’t find th e  Black  H one ye ate rs 
th at th is re se rve  is fam ous for th e re  w e re  a 
num be r of oth e r inte re sting spe cie s h e re  such  as 
W h ite -w inge d Trille rs, Singing H one ye ate rs, 
Rufous Songlark , Brow n Tre e cre e pe rs and Re d-
rum pe d  and Blue -w inge d Parrots.

Lak e  Tyre ll 
(a large  salt lak e  4-5 h ours drive  North -W e st
of M e lbourne , ne ar O uye n)
I h ad a gre at tim e  h e re  track ing dow n tw o 
gorge ous spe cie s – W h ite -w inge d Fairy-w re ns 
and O range  Ch ats – both  of w h ich  h appe n to 
fe ature  on th e  cove r of m y Fie ld Guide  to 
Australian Birds! I w as particularly ple ase d to 
(e ve ntually) ge t ve ry close  vie w s of th e  O range  
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Ch ats by standing pe rfe ctly still and using m y 
“sq ue e k  bottle ” to lure  th e  birds to m e  – m y fie ld 
guide  h ad indicate d th at th is spe cie s
te nds to be  “e lusive ”.

H attah -Kulk yne  National Park  
(4-5 h ours drive  North -W e st of M e lbourne , ne ar 
O uye n)

H attah  Lak e  and Cam pground:
A fam ily of Apostle birds w e re  colle cting m ud 
(for a ne arby ne st) in th e  cam pground. Th e  lak e  
h ad W isk e re d Te rns, H oary-h e ade d Gre be , a 
Musk  Duck  and a Darte r, and Malle e  Ringne ck  
(large  gre e n parrots) fe d in th e  brush  ne arby.

Lak e  Mournpall Are a:
I w as h appy to find a fe w  Blue -face d 
H one ye ate rs in th e  Cam pground – strik ing birds 
w ith  a conspicious patch  of bare  blue  sk in 
around th e ir e ye s. Th e  Mournpall Lak e  loop 
track  h ad m any birds – brigh t blue  Sple ndid 
Fairy-W re ns, South e rn W h ite face , W e e bills, 
m any diffe re nt spe cie s of Th ornbill (Ye llow , 
Ye llow -rum pe d, Ch e stnut-Rum pe d and Inland), 
H orsfie ld’s Bronze -Cuck oo, and be st of all a Re d-
Cappe d Robin on a ne st righ t be side  th e  trail, 
w ith  th e  brilliant m ale  bird standing guard 
ne arby.

Ph oto: Tom  Tarrant
W e e bill

Now ingi Track :
Th e  start of th e  Now ingi Track  is fam ous for 
Malle e  Em u-W re ns, a tiny bird w ith  a ve ry 
re stricte d range . I spe nt a long tim e  se arch ing 
th e  are a and e ve ntually found a sm all party of 
th e  tiny birds – th e y look  rath e r lik e  large  brow n 
bum ble -be e s!

W ype rfe ld National Park
(4-5 h ours drive  North -W e st of M e lbourne , ne ar 
O uye n)
An Em u and 6 stripe d young w e re  fe e ding 
be side  th e  road w ith  a flock  of Core llas as I 
drove  into th is park . I w as unable  to find 
Malle e fow l h e re  but did com e  across a large  
flock  of be autiful Re ge nt Parrots (brigh t ye llow  
w ith  a ve ry long tail) and h ad good vie w s of a
Fan-taile d Cuck oo.

Long Fore st  Nature  Conse rvation Re se rve  
(30m in drive  W e st of M e lbourne )
I w asn’t able  to find m y “targe t spe cie s” Cre ste d 
Sh rik e -tits or D iam ond Fire tails, but I did h ave  
nice  vie w s of a Spe ck e d W arble r h e re  (anoth e r
SE Australian e nde m ic).

Ph oto: Tom  Tarrant
H orsfie ld's Bronze -cuck oo

ACKNO W LEDGEMENT:  
I w ould lik e  to th ank  Tom  Tarrant for h is k ind 
pe rm ission to use  h is be autiful ph otograph s.

RESO URCES:

Birdata
Th is is an am azing re source  for anyone  planning 
a trip to Australia. Th e  w e bsite  contains th e  data 
th at w as use d to m ak e  th e  official “Birds 
Australia/RAO U” Atlas of Australian Birds and 
can be  use d to ge t spe cie s distribution 
inform ation for a particular are a of inte re st and 
to ge ne rate  bird lists for any part of th e  country. 
Non-m e m be rs can zoom  dow n to 6 k m  
re solution, m e m be rs dow n to 100 m e te rs. 
Available  at: h ttp://w w w .birdata.com .au/m aps.vm
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Com ple te  Guide  to Finding th e  Birds of Australia 
R Th om as and S Th om as
Th is is a good book  w ith  de taile d inform ation 
about site s and spe cie s. Alth ough  it is out of 
print I w as able  to orde r it from  an online  
book store  in th e  UK th at h ad copy le ft.

Ash le y's Re port on a trip to Que e nsland w ill be  include d in 
a future  e dition of W rybill.  Ed.

 Sh oulde r Mounts
By Ash le y W righ t

If you h ave  be e n on a fie ld trip w ith  m e  re ce ntly 
you m ay h ave  notice d th e  unusual spotting 
scope  arrange m e nt th at I h ave  be e n using. 
Earlie r th is ye ar I h ad re ad on “BirdForum ” (a 
UK inte rne t site  w ith  a ton of birding info) th at 
pe ople  w e re  h aving good re sults using sm all 
spotting scope s w ith  sh oulde r m ounts. Sh oulde r 
m ounts are  de signe d to allow  you to h old a 
cam e ra or spotting scope  ste ady w ith out using a 
tripod – you h old th e  m ount w ith  your righ t 
h and (if righ t h ande d), pre ss it into your 
sh oulde r and focus/ste ady th e  scope  w ith  you 
oth e r h and. Afte r inve sting a large  sum  of 
m one y in a sm all Nik on spotting scope  at th e  
be ginning of th e  ye ar I th ough t I w ould try a 
sh oulde r m ount, th ink ing th at I w ante d to ge t as
m uch  use  as I could out of m y scope .

I bough t th e  sh oulde r m ount ove r th e  inte rne t 
from  a US com pany calle d Bush H aw k  
(h ttp://w w w .bush h aw k .com / -  th e y sh ip to NZ  
for about $30US) and h ave  be e n ve ry h appy 
w ith  it. Th e  e xtra m agnification and h igh e r 
q uality optics of m y spotting scope  allow s be tte r 
vie w s of distant (and close ) birds, and th e  sh ak e  
is com parable  to m y binoculars de spite  th e  
h igh e r m agnification (I use  a w ide  angle  20x 
e ye pie ce ). Finding your targe t w as initially a 
proble m  (as a h igh e r m agnification give s a 
sm alle r fie ld of vie w ) but I solve d th is by 
attach ing a sigh t to th e  scope  so it can be  line d 
up be fore  I start using it. Th e  sigh t allow s you to 
spot birds th at are  flying ove rh e ad – an
im possible  task  using a tripod.

Since  ge tting th e  sh oulde r m ount I h ave n’t 
ne e de d to use  m y binoculars – th e y didn’t le ave  
m y bag during m y e ntire  trip to Victoria. 
H ow e ve r th e re  are  a fe w  th ings you sh ould

conside r be fore  ge tting one :
1. Th e  sh oulde r m ount is not suitable  for h igh  
m agnifications – th e  sh ak e  w ould be com e  too 
notice able .
2. You can’t sh are  a spotting scope  w ith  
som e one  e lse  lik e  you can w h e n using a tripod
3.  If you are  counting birds (e g. groups of 
w ade rs) a tripod is also pre fe rable , as you can 
m ore  e asily re st and tak e  note s. I sw ap back  to
a tripod in th e se  situations.
4. You ne e d a re asonably ligh tw e igh t scope  for 
th e  sh oulde r m ount to w ork  – altoge th e r m y 
scope , e ye pie ce  and th e  sh oulde r m ount w e igh s 
9 55g, w h ich  is no  m ore  th an m y (rath e r h e avy) 
binoculars.

W rybill O dysse y
From  Nick  Le dgard, Ch airm an, Ash le y-Rak ah uri 
Rive rcare  Group Inc

Initially th e  “odysse y” re fe rre d to a tiny, w e e k -
old w rybill ch ick  w h ich  pe ople  m ay h ave  re ad 
about via Nick 's ne w sle tte rs or Jan's E-W rybill of 
19 th  January.  Th e  ch ick  w as th ough t to h ave  
trave lle d w ith  a pare nt bird 5 k m s up th e  Ash le y 
Rive r from  its original ne sting site  at th e  Golf 
Link s to th e  Ae rodrom e  site .  Valiant trave l, 
inde e d, w ith out th e  be ne fit of w ings.  Now , 
h ow e ve r, th e  odysse y m ore  appropriate ly re fe rs 
to Nick 's h ard w ork ing te am  of birde rs w h o 
m onitor th e  birds on th e  rive r, and put a 
tre m e ndous am ount of e ffort into prote cting th e  
birds from  pre dators and unaw are  pe ople .  Th e  
group k now  e ve ry one  of th e ir birds, bande d 
and non-bande d, w h ich  le d th e m  to th ink  th e  
only w ay a ne w , unbande d w rybill ch ick  arrive d 
at th e  Ae rodrom e  site  w as for it to h ave  m ove d 
from  e lse w h e re .  H ow e ve r, th is h as produce d 
inform ation w h ich  is in itse lf ve ry inte re sting, as
Nick  re ports:

“Re m e m be r th e  1-w e e k -old ch ick  th at w alk e d 5 
k m  w h e n th e  rive r drie d up?  W e ll, m uch  as w e  
all lik e  such  rom antic tale s, th at story is 
probably not corre ct. W h y?  Be cause , one  of th e  
oth e r pairs th at I dism isse d as pare nts w as th e  
Ae rodrom e  pair (in w h ose  te rritory th e  
w ande ring ch ick  w as 'found'), as th e y alre ady 
h ad tw o flying off-spring (both  bande d).  
But, Joh n Dow ding te lls m e  th at w rybills 
can 'double -brood' ie ., th e y can lay a ne w  clutch  
of e ggs w e ll be fore  th e ir first ch ick s fly.  And 
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th at is a m ore  lik e ly e xplanation for th e  late  
ch ick  at th e  Ae rodrom e  site   If one  doe s th e  
m ath s, it is possible  - th e y m ust h ave  be e n sitting 
on a ne w  clutch  of e ggs w ith in 2 w e e k s of 
h atch ing th e  first lot...”  Th is ch ick   “ m ay w e ll 
h ave  survive d, e ve n th ough  it w as AW O L on a 
couple  of visits since  w h e n first se e n.  Last 
Th ursday (Jan 31) Ge off Sw aile s saw  an 
unbande d juve nile  (vie w e d at 10 m  for se ve ral 
m inute s) at th e  Ae rodrom e  site , and it w as
capable  of flying.”

Ph oto: Nick  Le dgard
Nick 's original "bum ble -be e  w rybill ch ick "

Tasm anian Excursion
By Marion Macbe th

In Nove m be r 2007 six of us from  th e  Cante rbury 
branch , plus a couple  from  th e  North  Island, 
w e re  e xpe rtly guide d on a fabulous circuit of 
Tasm ania's spe cial birding site s by Tony Crock e r, 
our organise r, drive r and occasional ch e f, w h ose  
e nth usiasm  inspire d us all.  From  th e  m om e nt 
w e  lande d at H obart it w as full on – w e  w e re  
ch e ck ing out th e  birds around th e  airport w h ile  
finding our re ntal van and ge tting aw ay to our 
accom m odation.

Most of our ove rnigh t stops w e re  in Cosy 
Cabins.  Th e y are  a w e ll-appointe d ch ain of 
fam ily-orie nte d accom m odation and prove d ve ry
suitable  for our ne e ds.

H obart is a love ly city, w ith  fine  old sandstone  
buildings and e xte nsive  stre tch e s of rive r.  It is 
ove rlook e d by Mt W e llington, w h ich  w e  drove  
up one  day to adm ire  th e  vie w .  Th e  sum m it 
(1270m ) consists of alpine  h e rbfie ld and rock y 
outcrops of colum nar dole rite  and th e re  w as a 

fre e zing w ind up th e re .  Th e  road up h as tall 
fore st and w e  notice d w aratah s, gre villias, h e be s
and be e ch e s.  

O n Bruny Island w e  spe nt a lazy lunch  spotting 
sw ift parrots th rough  th e  te le scope s as th e y fe d 
from  gum  blossom s and w e  got good vie w s of 
40-spotte d pardalote  sk ulk ing in th e  Manna 
Gum s.

W e  visite d th e  Tasm an Pe ninsula and Maria 
Islands.  Th e  latte r is k now n for large  
populations of Cape  Barre n Ge e se .  As th e  fe rry 
lande d, I note d th e  crystal cle ar w ate r, but any 
th ough t of sw im m ing w as q uick ly dispe lle d by 
th e  large  num be rs of je llyfish .  W e  did a w alk  on 
th e  island, stopping for our picnic lunch  be side  a 
be autiful re se rvoir in th e  bush .  W e  w e re  e xcite d 
to se e  a pair of w e dge -taile d e agle s cruise  
ove rh e ad.  Th e re  w as a pair of ne rvous h oode d 
plove rs ne sting ne ar th e  island's je tty.  Th e y 
w ould run off w h e ne ve r pe de strians stoppe d 
ne arby, but w e  w e re  re lie ve d to find w h e n w e  
re turne d to th e  be ach  th at th e y h ad re sum e d 
incubating.

Also w h ile  on th e  e ast coast w e  w e nt on a 
pe lagic trip from  Eagle h aw k  Ne ck , ne ar Port 
Arth ur.  W e  saw  an albatross, lots of sh y 
m ollym aw k s and tw o giant pe tre ls, as w e ll as 
gulls and te rns.

W e  th e n drove  north  to Launce ston, th e n to 
De vonport, w h e re  w e  spe nt som e  tim e  at th e  
Tam ar Island w e tland, an e xte nsive  are a of ope n 
w ate r w ith  w alk w ays and h ide s.  W e  saw  se a-
e agle , little  grassbird, re e d w arble r, gre at e gre t 
and a  black -fronte d dotte re l pair w ith  a ne st of 
th re e  e ggs – just in th e  sh ingle  on th e  side  of th e  
road.  Th e y didn't se e m  distre sse d w h e n w e
m ove d in for a close r look .

Ne xt day w e  visite d Cradle  Mountain National 
Park .  It w as a fine , w arm  day and th e  
landscape s w e re  spe ctacular.  W e  ate  our lunch  
ove rlook ing Dove  Lak e  (Bryan h ad h is 
sandw ich e s snatch e d by a black  curraw ong!) 
be fore  w alk ing round th e  lak e .  Th e  National 
Park  h as h uge  num be rs of visitors, ne ce ssitating 
se ve ral le ve ls of carpark s and traffic controls. 
O n th e  w ay back  to De vonport w e  cam e  across 
th e  Tasm ania Arbore tum  w h ich , apart from  
love ly grounds and tre e s, yie lde d a gre y
gosh aw k  and a platypus!
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Th e n w e  h e ade d for Strah an on th e  w e st coast 
w h e re  w e  be gan se ve ral se ssions of fruitle ss 

Ph oto: Bryan W oolle y
Black  Curraw ong

h unting for ground parrots.  Th e se  gre e n birds 
are  h ard to spot, as th e y don't fly m uch , but 
occasionally h op up brie fly above  th e  ve ge tation, 
w h ich  is k ne e -h igh  button grass in m arsh y 
h e ath land.  W e  spre ad out along th e  q uie t back  
road, e ye s flick ing from  side  to side , but no luck . 
H ow e ve r, w e  w e re  e nch ante d by th e  profusion of 
w ildflow e rs e ve ryw h e re , an une xpe cte d tre at.  In 
th e  e ve ning afte r dinne r w e  se t off to O ce an 
Be ach  to se e  a colony of sh e arw ate rs.  Th e y w e re  
a m agnifice nt sigh t silh oue tte d against an apricot 
sk y, com ing h om e  from  fish ing and dropping 
dow n to th e ir burrow s by our fe e t.

W e  h ad discove re d th at th e re  w as a birth day due  
to h appe n, so at a ve ry sm all village  e n route  w e  
m anage d to rustle  up an im provise d birth day 
cak e  and som e  spark ly candle s so w e  could 
ce le brate  w ith  Be v Ale xande r.  W e  w e re  m ostly 
se lf-cate ring, but w e  did h ave  one  tak e w ay and
tw o re staurant m e als.

O n our ve ry last day w e  finally caugh t up w ith  
th e  m igrant w ade rs Tony h ad be e n look ing for 
all along – at O rie lton Lagoon ne ar H obart. 
Th e re  w e  saw  m any re d-ne ck e d stints, sh arp-
taile d sandpipe rs, 30 pacific golde n plove rs and
20 far-e aste rn curle w s.

W e  w e re  particularly ple ase d to be  able  to find 
th e  12 Tasm ania e nde m ics – four h one y-e ate rs, 
gre e n rose lla, dusk y robin, ye llow  w attle bird, 
Tasm anian native  h e n, scrubw re n, th ornbill and
scrubtit and th e  40-spotte d pardalote .

Me m be rsh ip Matte rs
Ch ange  of Pe rsonal De tails
Could m e m be rs ple ase  m ak e  sure  th at th e y 
inform  Roge r Sh arp of any ch ange  of addre ss, 
te le ph one  num be r, e m ail addre ss e tc.  It m ay be  
th at pe ople  are  not re ce iving South e rn Bird and 
Notornis be cause  th e  socie ty's re cords are  not up 
to date .  Th is also m ay e xplain w h y som e  pe ople  
h ave  not re ce ive d th e ir Re ne w al Notice s.  If th is
applie s to you, ple ase  contact 
Roge r.Sh arp@ xtra.co.nz

O SNZ  Confe re nce  and AGM
A  num be r of pe ople  did not re ce ive  th e  
Re gistration Form  for th e  AGM  and Confe re nce  
to be  h e ld in Kaik oura from  30 May – 2 June  
2008 w h ich  w e re  se nt out w ith  South e rn Bird. 
If th is h appe ne d to you, and you w ant a 
Re gistration Form  you sh ould be  able  to 
dow nload an e le ctronic ve rsion of th e  form  from  
w w w .osnz.org.nz by ope ning th e  'Confe re nce ' 
link  on th e  H om e  Page .   Alte rnative ly contact 
Jan W alk e r at sh e sagre e n@ gm ail.com  or Nick
Alle n at nick _alle n@ xtra.co.nz

M e m be rsh ip D ire ctory
W e  are  updating th e  M e m be rsh ip D ire ctory for 
th e  Cante rbury Branch  w ith  th e  ide a th at it w ill 
be  available  to m e m be rs w h o w ould lik e  a copy. 
If you do not w ant to appe ar in th e  D ire ctory 
could you ple ase  le t us k now  by e m ailing 
robnann@ paradise .ne t.nz, or w rite  to O SNZ , PO  
Box 36-515, M e rivale , Ch ristch urch  8146.

*** Confe re nce  Call ***

Th e  program m e  is be ing com pile d but is 
not ye t available .  Paul Scofie ld is k e e n to 
h e ar from  m ore  pe ople  inte re ste d in giving 
a pape r at th e  Confe re nce .  Contact: 
pscofie ld@ cante rburym use um .com  

Altoge th e r it w as a m ost succe ssful trip and a lot
of fun – m any th ank s, Tony!

Answ e rs to Quiz on Page  8
1.  19 40;  2. Black bird;  3.  Joh n Jam e s Audubon;  4.  Bulle r;  5.  Black  Robin;  6.  10,000;  7.  Frigate bird; 
 8.  Gre e nsh ank ;  9 . Brigh t blue ;  10.  Alula;  11.  Flam ingo



Th e  South e rill Fam ily
W e  h ave  be e n contacte d by an English m an, 
Grah am  South e rill, w h o is doing a se arch  of 
all South e rills in th e  w orld.  H e  found 
m e ntion of  E. H . South e rill and M r and M rs 
South e rill of Ch ristch urch  in a Notornis 
book le t from  th e  19 60's w h ich  h e  is k e e n to 
follow  up.  If anyone  h as inform ation on any
m e m be rs of th e  South e rill Fam ily, could th e y
ple ase  contact Jan W alk e r.
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Quiz
O ne  of our e ve ning m e e tings th is ye ar w as a Giant Quiz organise d by Nick  Alle n, w ith  q ue stions e xpe rtly 
de signe d to cate r to all taste s.  Th ank s, Nick , for a ve ry e nte rtaining and inform ative  e ve ning w h ich  only 
occasionally th re ate ne d to be com e  disorde rly w h e n th e  W oodpe ck e rs fe lt th e ir “buzze r”, a  q uie tly 
spok e n w oodpe ck e r, w as re gularly drow ne d out by th e  racuous tone s of th e  opposition's sh e e p.  And 
th ank s also to Ph yllis for, as usual, q uie tly and calm ly e nsuring th e  visuals appe are d at th e  righ t 
m om e nts.

Te st yourse lf on a sam ple  of Nick 's q ue stions:
1. In w h ich  ye ar did th e  O rnith ological Socie ty of Ne w  Z e aland h old its inaugural m e e ting?
2. W h at w as singing in th e  m iddle  of th e  nigh t according to th e  Be atle s' song?
3. W h ich  H aitian-born artist h as a ne tw ork  of bird organisations nam e d afte r h im ?
4. W h o h as a m ollym aw k , sh e arw ate r and gull nam e d afte r h im ?
5. W h at e ndange re d passe rine  is nam e d afte r H e nry Trave rs?
6. Around h ow  m any spe cie s of birds are  th e re  in th e  w orld?  800;  10,000;  20,000;  5,000
7. W h ich  bird h as a sk e le ton w e igh ing le ss th an its fe ath e rs?  Frigate bird;  H um m ingbird;  Condor;  Sw ift
8. W h ich  of th e se  birds use s its ow n body h e at to incubate  its e ggs?  M e gapode ;  Sh ining Cuck oo; 
 Gre e nsh ank ;  Scrubfow l
9 . W h at colour is a Dunnock 's e gg?
10. W h at is th e  m ore  corre ct te rm  for th e  bastard w ing?  Se condarie s;  Scapula;  Re trice s;  Alula
11. W h ich  bird stands in an uprigh t position to e at, but w ith  its h e ad upside  dow n?  (Not in Nick 's q uiz 
but se e n re ce ntly in a cross-w ord puzzle !)
Answ e rs:  Page  7

Be ach  Patrols

Be ach  patrols ge ne rally tak e  place  on th e  first 
Saturday of th e  m onth .  Th e y involve  a group of 
m e m be rs ge tting toge th e r in th e  m orning and 
spe nding a fe w  h ours w ork ing th e ir w ay up a 
de signate d stre tch  of be ach  and finding any 
de ad birds th at h ave  be e n w ash e d up, 
classifying th e m  and filling in a re port card to 
be  se nt to th e  national office .  Th is valuable  
inform ation is collate d to re ve al clue s about
w h at is h appe ning out at se a.

Ple ase  contact Jan W alk e r at 
sh e sagre e n@ gm ail.com  or Ph one  03 322 7187
to ge t de tails of th e  ne xt patrol.

Ack now le dge m e nt
Th is Ne w sle tte r w as produce d using fre e  ope n-
source  softw are  - th e  Scribus de sk -top  publish e r, 
GIMP im age  proce ssor and O pe nO ffice  w ord-
proce ssor running unde r a Gnu-Linux ope rating 
syste m .  W e  are  grate ful to th e  ope n-source  
com m unity for providing such  e xce lle nt tools.

Contacting Th e  W rybill
Th e  W rybill is issue d to m e m be rs of th e  
Cante rbury Branch  of th e  O rnith ological 
Socie ty of Ne w  Z e aland, and to oth e r 
branch e s of th e  socie ty, e ve ry four to five  
m onth s.
Ide as, sugge stions and contributions are  
w e lcom e .  If you h ave  be e n involve d in 
any birding activity w ith in th e  re gion or in 
som e  far-flung corne r of th e  country or th e  
globe , ple ase  conside r w riting us 
som e th ing about it.  Your inform ation w ill 
ce rtainly be  w orth  placing on th e  re cord. 
D igital ph otos are  w e lcom e .
Th e  adve rtising rate  is $15 for a h alf A4 
page .
Contact  Editor Ann Sh e rlock ,  03 355 
419 4
e m ail robnann@ paradise .ne t.nz



Ashley River Bird Count, November 2007
The annual November Ashley River bird count was held on 24 
November 2007. Counts of most species this year were about average 
(Table 1). However, pied stilt, banded dotterel, and spur-winged 
plover numbers were above average, whereas the number of black-
billed gulls was below average. The number of black-billed gulls was a 
lot lower than last year, because there was no large breeding colony 
this year. We found only isolated pairs nesting, including one bird that 
had a white plastic band on its right leg. The number of black-fronted 
terns was also much lower than last year. We found only small groups 
nesting this year. The number of wrybills was about average. We 
found four banded birds and five non-banded ones.

Table 1. November bird counts, Ashley River, 2000–2007 
Species  2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 Average Median
Black Shag 18 3  8 7 2 2 10 7 5
Little Shag 3 6  4 7 6 2 4 5 5
SI Pied 
Oystercatcher 25 22  22 37 22 5 26 23 22
Variable 
Oystercatcher     2 0 0 0 1 0
Pied Stilt 229 82  138 140 137 68 164 137 138
Black Stilt     2 1 1 1 1 1
Banded Dotterel 199 130  169 213 245 84 237 182 184
Wrybill 17 7  16 9 7 5 9 10 8
Spur-winged Plover 18   13 27 149 37 116 60 27
Black-billed Gull 314 3  0 10 1 213 13 79 7
Black-backed Gull 26   10 27 3 5 12 14 10
Black-fronted Tern 74 44  102 28 26 180 89 78 59
Caspian 
Tern 0 0  4 0 0 1 0 1 0
No count 2002 because of flood

The river level was 0.4 m and the flow was 3.71 cumecs at the Ashley 
Gorge. (This compares with 1.12 m and 42.1 cumecs when we tried to 
do the October survey!). The weather was fine, originally overcast 
with a light southerly, though the sun did come out later. Thanks to 
members of the Ornithological Society, Forest & Bird, Rangiora 
Tramping Club, Environment Canterbury, and Ashley/Rakahuri 
Rivercare Group who turned up to do the counts (Nick Allen, Janice 
Bathurst, Grant Bawden, Peter Gibbons, Dave Henley, Sue Hoyle, Nick 
Ledgard, Diane Loader, Andrew MacBeath, Steve McCready, Margaret 
Reilly, Kate Roughan, Barbara Spurr, Eric Spurr, Emma Woods, Simon 
Woods). Your help is much appreciated. I think everyone enjoyed their 
morning.
Eric Spurr, 25 November 2007

.



SUMMER WADER COUNT 2007 CANTERBURY

Species

Notes no mud
Date counted 16-Dec 3-Dec 3-Dec 3-Dec 26-Nov 8-Dec 8-Dec 8-Dec 8-Dec 8-Dec 8-Dec 8-Dec 8-Dec 8-Dec 8-Dec 8-Dec 8-Dec 8-Dec 8-Dec 8-Dec 8-Dec 29-Nov 8-Dec

Aus Crested Grebe 2 2 2
Royal Spoonbill 5 21 26 26
Mute Swan 1 5 5 1 7 19 13 32
Chestnut-breasted Shelduck 2 2 2
Pied Oystercatcher 375 38 674 2 5 25 5 37 749
Variable Oystercatcher 10 67 0 67
Hybrid Oystercatcher 18 0 0
Pied Stilt 15 33 8 10 145 14 12 423 69 800 4 13 60 98 12 55 2 7 3 1572 1768
Hybrid Stilt 1 1 2 2
Banded Dotterel 16 8 73 10 62 7 40 29 67 10 12 3 313 10 331
Black-fronted Dotterel 0 0
Wrybill 1 1 1
Pacific Golden Plover 2 21 23 23
Spur-winged Plover 70 7 14 34 76 5 14 40 135 300 142 114 9 15 4 3 4 785 2 918
Turnstone 17 17 9 26
Lesser Knot 2 1 1 1
Curlew Sandpiper 4 4 4
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 1 3 5 9 9
Pectoral Sandpiper 2 0 2
Red-necked Stint 43 9 6 58 58
Eastern Curlew 3 0 0
Whimbrel 3 0 0
Bar-tailed Godwit 114 92 1502 140 21 3 164 1758
Black-tailed Godwit 2
Hudsonian Godwit 1 1 1
Siberian Tattler 1 0 0
Alaskan Tattler 1
White-winged Black Tern 0 1 1
Caspian Tern 4 9 87 1 6 2 105 4 109

Site totals 631 40 161 46 2466 167 126 539 216 1286 251 211 78 135 31 75 5 7 4 3 7 3141 24 15 5893

Notes
Hybrid Stilt upper LII pools was G node
Whimbrels at Ashley 2 hudsonicus and 1 variegatus
Hybrid Stilt lower Kaitorete was F node

NB Some sites omitted
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