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Th e  W rybill

Droppings from  th e  Re gional Re p
By Jan W alk e r

Ne w sle tte r of th e  Cante rbury Re gion,
O rnith ological Socie ty of Ne w  Z e aland

Re gional re pre se ntative : Jan W alk e r
305 Ke nne dys Bush  Road, Ch ristch urch  8025
Ph  03 322 7187. Em ail: sh e sagre e n@ gm ail.com

Se pte m be r 2008

Th e  Kaik oura Confe re nce  and national AGM  of 
th e  O SNZ  w as h e ld at th e  e nd of May but m any 
w e e k s of ph oning, k e yboarding, h ard yack e ring 
e tc w e nt into th e  planning and arranging.  I 
w ould lik e  to th ank  e ve ryone  w h o h e lpe d w ith  
anyth ing; Ann, Be v, Nick , Sh e ila, Jill, Tony, Paul 
and oth e rs w h ose  nam e s I didn’t k now .  W h e n 
Que e n’s Birth day w e e k e nd cam e , all our h ard 
w ork  se e m e d to com e  out O K w ith  th ose  
atte nding e njoying th e m se lve s h uge ly and 
le arning lots, se e ing gre at se abirds e spe cially 
but also fe isty little  bush birds w h ile  th e  w intry 
w e ath e r h e ld off until th e  last day. Ph e w !  

Th e  unofficial all-day boat trip h ad a bit of a 
scoop, logging th e  first sigh ting of a W h ite -
h e ade d Pe tre l by an O ce anw ings boat off 
Kaik oura.  Paul Scofie ld put a pack e d day of 
scie ntific talk s toge th e r and is now  th e  
unappre ciative  m inde r of a cardboard box 
containing th e  Mantle pie ce  Monstrosity. 
Unfortunate ly th is h igh ly artistic troph y didn’t 
re ach  Cante rbury in tim e  to ge t aw arde d at 
Kaik oura, so w as donate d posth um ously, as it 
w e re , to a te am  m e m be r w h o did a lot for th e  
e ve nt.  

O n an e ve n m ore  congratulatory note  Paul and 
De re k  O nle y w e re  aw arde d fifth  in a close  vote  
for th e  aw ard of British  Birds/British  Trust for 
O rnith ology Be st Bird Book  of th e  Ye ar for 2007. 
Th e ir Fie ld Guide  to th e  Albatrosse s, Pe tre ls and 
Sh e arw ate rs of th e  W orld w as rate d h igh e r th an 
any oth e r fie ld guide .  De re k ’s original plate s for 
th e  book  w e re  on sale  at our confe re nce  and 
w e re  popular ite m s of longing and purch ase .

Talk s at our m onth ly e ve ning m e e tings h ave  
range d w ide ly.  Anita Spe nce r of th e  biose curity 
DO C te am  update d us on th e  situation of W h ite -
flippe re d Pe nguin on Bank s Pe ninsula. Th e y are  
spre ading out from  prote cte d site s and m ore  
pre dator control w ill be  ne ce ssary if th e y are  to 
e stablish  furth e r colonie s.  Local pe ople  are  
inte re ste d in providing th is and th e  future  se e m s 
re asonable  for th is spe cie s/subspe cie s. Anita 
also talk e d about pe st control around Cre ste d 
Gre be  ne sts w h ich  is ofte n th e  only w ay a pair of 
birds can ge t ch ick s off th e  ne st. Rosalie  Snoyink  
also talk e d about h e r close  obse rvations of th is 
spe cie s in lak e s of inland Cante rbury and th e  
possibility of a follow -up surve y to th e  S Island-
w ide  one  done  five  ye ars ago w as discusse d. 
Paul Scofie ld gave  a re pe at of h is talk  give n at 
th e  Art Galle ry during a se rie s w h ich  
accom panie d th e  large  Bill H am m ond e xh ibition 
last ye ar.  Th is cove re d e arly bird colle ctors in 
NZ  and th e ir back grounds, m e th ods and 
le gacie s.

O ne  of th e  m ost rive ting pre se ntations w as 
David M e lville ’s on Bird Flu.  Title d Frigh t, H ype  
and Little  Unde rstanding, it sh ow e d h ow  m uch  
m ore  inform ation is ne e de d in orde r to ge t a 
grip on a dise ase  such  as th is.  Many th ank s to 
David for com ing from  Ne lson to talk  to us. 

Most re ce ntly Joh n  Sk ilton, Ch ristch urch  City 
Council H e ad Range r for Travis W e tland spok e  
about th e  w e tland h istory, h abitats, bird and 
plant life  and th e  m anage m e nt re q uire d to 
im prove  th e  are a to e nable  th e  re turn of 
diffe re nt spe cie s.  Th e ir  vast role  in e ducation 
for local sch oolch ildre n w as im pre ssive .  O th e r 
m e e tings h ave  be e n about th e  Garde n Bird 
Surve y and m e m be r’s birding inte re sts. 

Fie ld m e e tings h ave n’t be e n as w e ll patronise d 



2

Th e  W rybill - Se pte m be r 2008

Ph oto: Ann Sh e rlock
Rive rbridge  W ildlife  Ce ntre

as last ye ar’s w e re . Eith e r pe trol costs or oth e r 
com m itm e nts or both  are  th e  suspe cts.  W e  
propose  to use  branch  funds m ore  to cove r 
trave l costs, oth e rw ise  no fie ldw ork  w ill ge t 
done  and th e  situation our birds are  in w ill 
be com e  an unk now n rum our, or re port, to be  
re ad about rath e r th an one  e xpe rie nce d at first 
h and. A tram p up Mt H e rbe rt, th e  h igh e st point 
on Bank s pe ninsula w as an e njoyable  March  
trip, but w e  faile d to acce ss th e  h uge  DO C 
re se rve  on th e  South  side , th ough  a Tom tit, 
Be llbirds and flock s of Pipits w e re  h igh ligh ts. In 
April w e  w e re  im pre sse d w ith  Russe ll Langdon’s 
Rive rbridge  W ildlife  Ce ntre  at th e  side  of th e  
Ash burton Rive r in South  Cante rbury and h ope  
to visit again and plant tre e s to aid th e  re -
e stablish m e nt of th e  original ve ge tation and 
w e tland landscape . Th e  longte rm  aim  is to h ave  
w e tland and w ate rbirds fre e ly roam ing in ponds 
and rough  sw am py are as, w ith  bush  birds in 
scrub and h igh e r ve ge tation.

Th e  re gular W inte r W ade r Counts w e re  
e ve ntually done  afte r fog, storm  and h igh  lak e  
le ve ls h ad postpone d th e  day about 4 tim e s.  6 
counte rs did th e  w h ole  lak e  in th e  finish  and 
cam e  up w ith  m ore  m igratory w ade rs th an is 
usual. Th e  Ash burton Lak e s count in July 
produce d 40 Cre ste d Gre be  and a fine  vie w  of a 
Falcon by th e  road. For once  th e re  w as little  ice  
and Pie d O yste rcatch e rs w e re  se tting up h om e
for th e  spring.

Colin H ill’s bird ph otos tak e n in th e  Lak e  
Elle sm e re  are a h ave  be e n put toge th e r in a 
poste r and appe are d at th e  Kaik oura Confe re nce  
in th e  w all display. Lam inate d poste rs are  

available  to m e m be rs to purch ase  or to borrow  
for publicity purpose s such  as public m e e tings, 
fairs, stalls e tc. At Nick  Alle n’s sugge stion w e  
also h ad a calico bag and a pe n m ade  of re cycle d 
pape r m anufacture d in large  q uantitie s for th e  
confe re nce  so e ach  de le gate  could h ave  one . 
Both  th e se  ite m s h ave  th e  Socie ty’s logo, Tak ah e  
print, or w e baddre ss on th e m  and are  available
for purch ase .  Ple ase  contact Jan W alk e r.

W h at's on at OSNZ  Cante rbury:
Se pt 2008 to Fe b 2009

Indoor M e e tings

Eve ning indoor m e e tings tak e  place  at 7.30 pm  
on th e  last Monday of th e  m onth  at th e  
Spre ydon Bow ling Club room s, dow n th e  
drive w ay rough ly opposite  80 Dom ain Te rrace . 
Use  th e  car park  dow n th e  drive  and w alk  past 
th e  te nnis courts to th e  clubroom  e ntrance .

Monday 29 th  Se pte m be r.   Clare  Gre e n, a 
ve te rinarian conne cte d w ith  W illow bank  Anim al 
Park , is k e e n to spe ak  to us about th e  Bird 
H ospital th at w ill be  se t up at W illow bank . 
Since  th e  Anim al and Bird H ospital in Fe rry Rd 
close d th e re  h as be e n a de arth  of m e dical 
tre atm e nt for sick  birds apart from  our ow n
Jack ie  Ste ve nson in h e r sm all back yard.

Monday 3rd Nove m be r [inste ad of Labour Day]. 
Som e  sh ort film s about Gre be s [borrow e d from  
Rosalie  Snoyink ] and Magpie s [Australian one s
e x Jill W e st] and possibly one  oth e r.

Monday 27th  Nove m be r.  H ope fully a spe ak e r 
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Fie ld M e e tings

from  Fish  and Gam e  about w e tland gam e  birds 
and th e ir h abitat m anage m e nt, or som e one  from
DO C about W e tland m anage m e nt.

Monday 23rd Fe bruary 2009 .  M e m be rs e ve ning. 
If you h ave  h ad a birding trip or oth e r 
e xpe rie nce  of inte re st to m e m be rs and are
w illing to sh are  it  w ith  us, ple ase  contact Jan.

Sat  13th  Se pte m be r - A trip to Living Springs 
bush  ne ar Gove nors Bay to practice  5 m inute  
Bird Counts and to find out w h at’s involve d. 
W onde rful bush   w ith  lots of birds ne sting. M e e t 
opposite  Prince ss Margare t H ospital 9 am  for car-
pooling.  Bring a pack e d lunch  and good
footw e ar.  Le ade r Jan W alk e r.

Sat/Sun  4th /5th  O ctobe r - If rive r conditions 
pe rm it, w e  w ill join th e  Ash le y/Rak ah uri 
Rive rcare  Group to do a count of rive rbe d birds. 
M e e t 9 am  at th e  picnic ground on South  side  of 
Loburn Bridge  out from  Rangiora.  Bring boots, 
(not gum boots), a ch ange  of cloth e s and
lunch .  Contact Eric Spurr at: 
spurre @ landcare re se arch .co.nz

Sat 18th  O ctobe r - Fie ldtrip to W ainui are a in 
Ak aroa h arbour to continue  our surve y of 
Re se rve s for bush  birds.  W alk ing on roads 
th rough  th e  bush .  Nice  and e asy.  Le ade r Nick  
Alle n.

Sat 8th  Nove m be r - Visit up th e  Rak aia rive r to 
suitable  are a for w rybill and dotte re l bre e ding.
More  de tails late r.  Le ade r Ron Nilsson.

Sat/Sun 22nd/23rd Nove m be r - Follow -up count 
of Ash le y rive rbe d birds.  Se e  above  for de tails.

Sat 13th  De ce m be r - Sum m e r W ade r Count, 
Lak e  Elle sm e re .  M e e t 9 am  e nd of Em bank m e nt 
Rd.  Bring a scope  and bins if possible .  Lunch  
w ill be  th e  Ch ristm as BBQ at Ch e rry and Colin’s 
w h e re  w e  provide  th e  ve gs and salads and/or 
de se rts and Colin ge ntly sautés som e  de le ctable  
ve nison, ste ak  and sausage s, YUM. Bring ow n 
grog.

Sat 31st January 2009  – M ini tw itch ath on/bird 
count at Victoria Park , Cash m e re  follow e d by 
BBQ for birde rs and fam ily.  M e e t 3pm  at th e

carpark  by th e  ch ildre n's play are a.

A ne w , fre e  to use r inte rne t-base d syste m  for 
re cording bird obse rvations w as launch e d by 
Paul Scofie ld at th e  annual confe re nce  in 
Kaik oura at th e  e nd of May.  De signe d in 
collaboration w ith  Corne ll Unive rsity and th e  
Audubon Socie ty of Am e rica, it is h ope d th at 
casual obse rve rs, k e e n birde rs and scie ntists w ill 
all use  th e  syste m .  It w ill  th e n be com e  a 
pow e rful addition to th e  w e alth  of inform ation 
in th e  Bird Atlas and oth e r re gular country w ide  
m onitoring program m e s, cre ating a  m ore  
accurate  picture  of th e  re al ch ange s th at are  
tak ing place  to birds in Ne w  Z e aland.

Th e  follow ing note s are  e xtracte d from  th e  
Ne w s se ction of th e  e Bird w e bsite , 
h ttp://e bird.org/conte nt/ne w ze aland:

“Th is program m e  allow s anyone  w h o w ish e s to, 
to e nte r bird obse rvations from  Ne w  Z e aland 
(and incide ntally anyw h e re  e lse  in th e  w e ste rn 
h e m isph e re ).  Th is data is th e n com pile d into 
(th e  use rs') ow n m onth ly, ye arly, re gional and 
life  lists... AND it contribute s data th at can be  
use d by scie ntists to asse ss th e  status of Ne w  
Z e aland's birds.  It e nable s all w h o visit th e  site  
to vie w  m aps of bird distribution in NZ  and 
update s use rs on rare  bird sigh tings and lists for 
ove r 100 “h otspots” around th e  country.  W e  
h ope  th at as m any use rs as possible  w ill tak e  
advantage  of th is program m e  to add an e xtra 
dim e nsion to th e ir bird-w atch ing and to h e lp 
scie nce  and conse rvation.  If you visit a spot 
re gularly, are  w ork ing in th e  back  block s or 
e ve n if you just re cord birds on th e  w ay to w ork  
or in your back yard you sh ould add th e se  
obse rvations to e Bird.  Th e re  are  so m any 
th ings w e  don't k now  about NZ 's birds th at e Bird
m ay h e lp us re solve .

W e  h ope  e Bird w ill h e lp us answ e r m any 
q ue stions th at h ave  be e n ask e d on Birding-NZ : 
w h e n do th e  first cuck oos arrive  e ach  ye ar – do 
th e y first arrive  in th e  north  and filte r dow n th e  
country or do th e y ge t to m ost place s 
sim ultane ously?  Are  cuck oos de clining?  W h e re  
do th e  introduce d finch e s go in th e  w inte r? 
W h ich  introduce d birds m igrate  in NZ?  W h ich  
native  bush  birds m igrate  in NZ?  Is th e  

Ne w  Z e aland e Bird
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inte nsification in agriculture  and th e  “dairy 
boom ” affe cting e ve n NZ 's com m on birds?  D id 
you k now  re d-bille d gulls are  de clining all ove r 
NZ  – is th is se rious or a m inor re adjustm e nt? 
W h at re al ch ange s... are  tak ing place  am ongst
our native  birds?

Th e se  q ue stions re q uire  m any obse rve rs m ak ing 
re gular re cords.  Eve n if you don't do re gular 
counts alre ady w h y not start?  You can do it 
w h ilst w alk ing th e  dog, driving to w ork  or to th e  
be ach , going for a re laxing bush  w alk  – w h e n
e ve r.  You can m ak e  a diffe re nce .”

Nick  and H ye za's W e dding
Nick  and H ye za w e re  m arrie d  on August 23rd 
in th e  Ch urch  at Fe rrym e ad.  It w as a  rath e r 
ch illy day but  a ve ry w arm  and h appy occasion. 
Rum our h as it th at th e  h one ym oon w as to be  
spe nt ch e ck ing out birding site s on th e  North  
Island, alth ough  H ye za m ay h ave  diffe re nt ide as 
about th at.  W e  w ish  th e m  both  e ve ry h appine ss 
for th e ir future  toge th e r.

Local M e m be rs' Ne w s

Ph oto: Ann Sh e rlock

Marj Davis
Marj is a ph arm acist and a prom ine nt m e m be r 
of th e  Cante rbury Branch  for ve ry m any ye ars, 
on our com m itte e  and a contributor to Notornis 
on Re d-cappe d Dotte re l on th e  Ash le y Rive r in 

th e  19 60s and 70s.  H e r sh ort note  w as 
publish e d in 19 80.  Marj is now  a pe rm ane nt 
re side nt of Be th e sda Re st H om e , 235 H are w ood 
Road, Bish opdale .  Ph  359  639 0.  Sh e  is ve ry 
ple ase d to h ave  visits at any tim e .  

M e m be rsh ip 
Yvonne  Mack e nzie  h as tak e n ove r as 
M e m be rsh ip Se cre tary from  Roge r Sh arp. 
Ple ase  dire ct any issue s re garding m e m be rsh ip 
and ch ange s to pe rsonal de tails to h e r at PO  Box 
29 -532, Fe ndalton, Ch ristch urch  8540, Ph  351 
3076, Em ail yvonne m ack e nzie @ h otm ail.com

Re ce nt Sigh tings

In Fe bruary th e  Kaituna side  of Lak e  Elle sm e re  
h oste d 100 Royal Spoonbills and a W h ite  H e ron 
and th e  Em bank m e nt/Jarvis Road side  h ad a 
Marsh  Sandpipe r.  O ne  Black  Stilt, 3 Easte rn 
Curle w s and 3 W h im bre ls w e re  se e n at Ash le y 
Estuary and Jan re porte d Be llbirds in h e r garde n
in South  H alsw e ll.

In March  Travis Sw am p produce d its first 
sigh ting of a juve nile  Black  Fronte d Dotte re l and 
th is bird w as still pre se nt, look ing m ore  adult in 
brigh te r plum age , in August.  Th e  re m aining 8 
Brow n Te al w e re  be ing se cre tive  and m ay h ave  
h ad young.   Now , in Se pte m be r, th e  Te al are  
be ing se e n from  th e  h ide .  Th e  Glossy Ibis 
re turne d for th e  10th  ye ar running.  Tui w e re  
re porte d on Easte rn Bank s Pe ninsula.  Anoth e r 
first sigh ting e ve r in Ch ristch urch  w ate rs w as of 
a Cre ste d Gre be  on th e  Low e r H e ath cote  Rive r, 
re porte d by Pe te r Langlands.   In th e  sam e  are a 
Pe te r H arpe r saw  a Re e f H e ron and 2 
Spine taile d Sw ifts.   At Ash le y Estuary Pe te r 
Langlands saw  tw o Black  Stilt, one  colour 
bande d, and Be v Ale xande r obse rve d an Arctic 
Sk ua h arassing w h ite -fronte d te rns.  Anoth e r 
Sk ua w as se e n ne ar Tim aru by Ron Nilsson and 
Pe te r Langlands obse rve d a Re e f H e ron at Port 
Le vy.

April brough t a m ost unusual sigh ting by Marion 
Macbe th  of a W h ite  H e ron in H agle y Park .  200 
W rybill and a Curle w  Sandpipe r, w h ich  appe ars 
to be  re m aining h e re  for th e  w inte r,  w e re  se e n
at Lak e  Elle sm e re .    
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In May Andre w  Crossland re porte d se e ing a 
Pipit in H agle y Park  and adde d sigh tings of 
Be llbirds in O paw a to th e  num be r of suburban 
h om e s h appy to include  th is bird in th e ir 
garde ns.  Colin and Ch e rry H ill h ave  Be llbirds at 
Fe nland Farm  ne ar Elle sm e re , m ost unusual for 
th is are a.    Lak e  Elle sm e re  sigh tings include d 2 
W h ite  H e rons, th e  Curle w  Sandpipe r and 50 
W h ite -Face d H e ron and 16 SIPO  at Gre e npark . 
Lak e  Forsyth  produce d a W h ite  H e ron and 20-
30 Cre ste d Gre be s, h e ralding th e  re turn of th e se  
birds for th e  w inte r.  Sh e ila and Jan note d th e  
num be rs include d q uite  a fe w  juve nile s, 
including a group of 1 adult and 3 juve nile s at
Kaituna Lagoon.  

June 's W ade r Count of Lak e  Elle sm e re  produce d 
m ore   ove r-staye rs as w e ll as th e  Curle w  
Sandpipe r w ith  6 Re d-ne ck e d Stints and a Le sse r 
Knot be ing se e n, as w e ll as a h andful of W rybill. 
Four Black -fronte d Dotte re l w e re  se e n by Colin 
e arlie r, but did not turn up to be  counte d.   A 
Cre ste d Gre be  w as counte d in th e  W ade r Ce nsus
at Brook lands Lagoon.

Also in June  Nick  Alle n and Tony Crock e r both  
found 2 Black  Stilts, 2 W h im bre ls and 1 Far-
e aste rn Curle w  at Ash le y e stuary and Be v, Pe te r 
Gibbons and Jan adde d 1 W rybill and 5 
Bartaile d Godw its a fe w  days late r.   Be v also 
re porte d 4 Bartaile d Godw its w ith  SIPO  at 
W aik uk u.  Th e re  w e re   unusual sigh tings of a 
Cre ste d Pige on in Gardine rs Road, Ch ristch urch  
and a W h ite  H e ron, w h ose  ph oto h it Th e  Pre ss,
at Styx M ill Re se rve .  

Andre w  Crossland confirm e d Ne w  Z e aland 
Falcon sigh tings in May and June  w e re  occuring 
in rural are as lik e  H e ath cote  and Bottle  Lak e  
golf course  and in July Pe te r Langlands and 
oth e rs saw  a NZ  Falcon in H agle y Park , w h ich  
w as obse rve d be ing m obbe d by m agpie s.

Th e  m ost re ce nt unusual sigh ting by Andre w  is 
of 2 Brow n Cre e pe rs in Ke nne dy's Bush  (Port 
H ills), th e  first on th e  city side  of th e  pe ninsula 
if th e y arrive d w ith out h e lp.  H ow e ve r, th e y m ay 
be  th e  tw o birds re le ase d by Andre w  pre viously
in O m ah u Bush .  

Since  August th e  ch anging patte rn in Cattle  
Egre t sigh tings h as provok e d q ue stions as to w h y
th is is h appe ning  (se e  P7 for ite m ).

Que e nsland – Tw e e d H e ads
 and Lam ington NP

By Ash le y W righ t

Th is w e e k  long trip, in April/May 2007, be gan 
and finish e d in Brisbane . Th e  first day involve d a 
drive  dow n th e  Gold Coast to th e  sm all tow n of 
Tw e e d H e ads, w ith  a fe w  stops on th e  w ay. Most 
place s w e re  fairly dry due  to th e  ongoing 
drough t, but th e re  w e re  som e  inte re sting birds in 
th e  parts th at still h ad w ate r. Law nton Stre e t 
pond (ne ar Daisy H ill) introduce d m e  to a nice  
se le ction of com m on Australian w ate rfow l – 
Australasian Gre be , W ood duck s, H ardh e ad, 
Dusk y Moorh e n, and as a surprise , also h ad a 
fe w  Magpie  Ge e se . Furth e r south  at th e  Eagle by 
w e tlands I w as de ligh te d to find Ye llow -bille d 
Spoonbills (an Australian e nde m ic) - a bird I w as 
h oping to find on th is trip. It w as inte re sting 
com pare  th is spe cie s to th e  Royal Spoonbills w e
se e  in Cante rbury. 

Ph oto:  Tom  Tarrant
Ye llow -bille d Spoonbill

Th e  Straw -Ne ck e d Ibis w ande ring around th is 
are a w e re  also inte re sting birds- w ith  bare  black  
h e ads, glossy iride sce nt back s and spiny golde n 
fe ath e rs cove ring th e ir ne ck s. Th e  m angrove  
boardw alk  at Coom babah  (ne ar th e  tow n of 
Gold Coast) h ad a fe w  m osq uitos, but on th e  
positive  side  I found a group of Mangrove  
Ge rygone , a bird th at is close ly re late d to th e  
Gre y W arble r (Ge rygone  igata) in Ne w  Z e aland 
and lik e  its Kiw i re lative  also h as a be autiful
w arbling song.

Th e  tw in tow ns of Tw e e d H e ads/Coolangatta sit 
on th e  borde r be tw e e n Que e nsland and Ne w  
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South  W ale s and h ave  a good airport (“Gold 
Coast airport”) w ith  dire ct fligh ts to 
Ch ristch urch . Th e  local birding club h as 
publish e d a ve ry nice  se t of broch ure s on th e  
local birding spots w h ich  you can dow nload from  
th e  Inte rne t. I spe nt a couple  of days ch e ck ing 
out various spots around Tw e e d H e ads, spe nding 
m ost of m y tim e  in M injungbal re se rve  ne ar th e  
ce ntre  of tow n (th e  is m ark e d as Uk e re bagh  
Nature  Re se rve  on som e  m aps). Th e  star 
attraction of th e  re se rve  w as th e  k ingfish e rs – 
four diffe re nt spe cie s – Azure , Collare d, Fore st 
and Sacre d can be  found along th e  boardw alk  
th rough  th e  m angrove s. I w as able  to find th e  
first th re e  spe cie s during th e  first m orning I w as 
h e re , and spe nd q uite  a bit of tim e  w atch ing 
th e m . Fore st and Azure  k ingfish e rs are  
particularly nice  birds, unfortunate ly I only 
m anage d to ge t a sh ort look  th e  Azure  k ingfish e r. 
Th e  boardw alk  le ads to a circuit trail th ough  a 
fore st are a w h e re  th e re  w as also a nice  range  of 
birds including Scarle t H one ye ate r, Varie d trille r, 
Re d-back e d fairy-w re n &  Spangle d Drongo.

Ph oto:  Tom  Tarrant
Scarle t H one ye ate r

Th e  ne xt part of th is trip w as a visit to th e  
O ’Re illy’s are a of Lam ington National Park , 
w h ich  is w e ll k now n for its rainfore st birds. 
O ’Re illy’s is an h ours drive  from  th e  Gold Coast 
on a se ale d (but in place s rath e r narrow ) road. 
O n th e  w ay to O ’Re illy’s I stoppe d at th e  
Canungra Tram w ay Tunne l (ne ar th e  tow n of 
Canungra) to inve stigate  som e  of th e  ve ry dry 
e ucalypt fore st in th e  are a. As I w as e ating m y 
lunch  a fam ily of W h ite -th roate d Tre e cre e pe rs 
fle w  from  tre e  to tre e , clim bing in a spiral up 
th e  trunk  of e ach  tre e  look ing for inse cts.

O ’Re illy’s gue sth ouse  w ould be  a gre at place  to 

stay, but as I alre ady h ad th e  cam pe rvan I sle pt 
in th e  cam pground ne xt door (a true  bargain at 
$4/nigh t w ith  h ot sh ow e rs include d!). Most 
visitors com e  to O ’Re illy’s to fe e d th e  birds th at 
h ang around th e  re sort during th e  day - th e  
Crim son Rose llas and Australian King Parrots 
are  tam e  e nough  to pe rch  on h ands and h e ads, 
and Le w in’s H one ye ate rs, Brow n Th ornbills, 
Brow n Ge rygone , Easte rn Spine bills and 
Australian Brush  Turk e ys are  all abundant in th e  
fe e ding are a. Th e re  are  guide s at O ’Re illy’s w h o 
conduct m orning bird w alk s for gue sts.

My first m orning w as spe nt on th e  Pyth on Rock  
Trail. Th is sh ort w alk  be gins in a nice  patch  of 
rainfore st and e nds in drie r e ucalypt fore st at a 
look out. Th e  sounds of th e  rainfore st at daw n 
w e re  am azing, and as I ate  a snack  at th e  
look out I h ad gre at e ye  le ve l vie w s of m y first 
bird of paradise   - a fe m ale  Paradise  Rifle bird 
th at spe nt a lot of tim e  probing th e  bark  of 
ne arby e ucalypt tre e  w ith  h e r large  bill. As I w as 
w atch ing th e  Paradise  Rifle bird a brigh tly 
coloure d m ale  Rose  Robin fle w  dow n to ch e ck  
m e  out. O n m y re turn trip th rough  th e  rainfore st 
I h ad a look  at th e  am azing iride sce nt gorge t of 
a m ale  Paradise  Rifle bird w h o brie fly pe rch e d 
ne ar m e , and caugh t up w ith  rainfore st spe cie s 
such  as W h ipbirds, Catbirds, Logrunne rs and th e  
3 type s of Scrubw re n (Ye llow -th roate d, W h ite -
brow e d and Large -bille d). 

I re turne d to th e  Pyth on Rock  look out as th e  sun 
w as se tting and h ad a gre at tim e  w atch ing a tiny 
but e xq uisite  Spotte d Pardalote  and a Re d-
Brow e d Tre e cre e pe r both  se arch  for th e ir dinne r. 
A Brow n Gosh aw k  lande d ne arby (upse tting th e  
birds) but q uick ly took  off again w h e n h e  saw  
m e . I w alk e d back  to th e  van liste ning to an 
Albe rt’s Lyre bird singing h is loud courtsh ip song.

O ne  of th e  star attractions of O ’Re illy’s is th e  
Re ge nt and Satin Bow e rbirds. Male  Satin 
Bow e rbirds build large  display bow e rs on th e  
ground w h ich  th e y care fully de corate  w ith  blue  
obje cts (m aybe  to e nh ance  th e ir dark  
viole t/blue  e ye s and plum age ?). Re ge nt 
Bow e rbirds build m ore  m ode st bow e rs, but 
m ale s in bre e ding plum age  are  spe ctacular – 
de e p golde n ye llow  fligh t fe ath e rs and a 
distinctive  gold and black  face  patte rn. Both  
birds are  com m on around O ’Re illy’s – I found 
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th at th e  be st w ay to se e  th e m  is to h ang around 
th e  re sort at daw n, be fore  th e  tour buse s arrive . 
Th e re  are  se ve ral Satin Bow e rbird bow e rs 
around th e  re sort and picnic are as (fille d w ith  
blue  plastic spoons and straw s) w h ich  th e  staff at
O ’Re illy’s dire cte d m e  to.

O ’Re illy’s is also k now n for it’s population of 
Albe rt’s Lyre bird. Lyre birds are  large  (ph e asant 
size d) birds e nde m ic to Australia. As w e ll as 
th e ir e xtraordinary m im ick ing ability, lyre birds 
are  notable  for th e  be auty of th e  m ale  bird's 
h uge  tail and th e ir courtsh ip display. I m e t a pair 
of Canadian birdw atch e rs w h o sugge ste d look ing 
for Albe rt’s Lyre birds dow n th e  W ish ing Tre e  
track , and as th e y pre dicte d I h ad good vie w s of 
se ve ral fe m ale  birds h e re . De spite  m uch  e ffort I 
ne ve r h ad m ore  th an a glim pse  of a m ale  bird, 
but to com pe nsate  a Gre y Gosh aw k  alm ost fle w  
into m e  as it ch ase d a bird th rough  th e  rainfore st.

O n m y trip back  to th e  airport I stoppe d at th e  
Canungra Tram w ay Tunne l again, th is tim e  
finding a flock  of Varie d Site llas (w h ite  h e ade d 
subspe cie s) and a nice  m ale  Golde n W h istle r.

Re source s:
Tw e e d Valle y bird guide
Th is can be  dow nloade d from  th e  inte rne t site :
h ttp://w w w .bigvolcano.com .au/custom /birdos/
m e dia/broch ure /broch ure .h tm

Ack now le dge m e nt:
I w ould lik e  to th ank  Tom  Tarrant for h is k ind
pe rm ission to use  h is ph otograph s.

Ack now le dge m e nt
Th is Ne w sle tte r w as produce d using fre e  ope n-
source  softw are  - th e  Scribus de sk -top  publish e r, 
GIMP im age  proce ssor, O pe nO ffice  and pdftk  
running unde r a Gnu-Linux ope rating syste m . 
W e  are  grate ful to th e  ope n-source  com m unity
for providing such  e xce lle nt tools.

Cante rbury Re gion Contacts

Re gional Re pre se ntative :  Jan W alk e r
305 Ke nne dys Bush  Rd, Ch ristch urch  8025
Ph  322 7187  
Em ail: sh e sagre e n@ gm ail.com

Se cre tary:  Nick  Alle n
11 Se agrave  Place , Burnside , Ch ristch urch
Ph  358 59 9 4  
Em ail nick _alle n@ xtra.co.nz

Re gional Re corde r:  Colin H ill
Fe nland H ouse , W olfe s Road, Gre e npark , 
RD4, Ch ristch urch
Ph  325 589 1  
Em ail: ch e rryh ill@ xtra.co.nz

Tre asure r:  Barrie  Arm strong
75 H ack th orne  Road, Cash m e re , Ch ristch urch
Ph  9 42 478
Em ail: barm strong@ paradise .ne t.nz

Th e  W rybill Editor:  Ann Sh e rlock
102b Know le s Stre e t, St Albans, Ch ch  8052
Ph  355 419 4  
Em ail:  robnann@ paradise .ne t.nz

Contacting Th e  W rybill

Th e  W rybill is issue d to m e m be rs e ve ry four to 
five  m onth s.  Ide as, sugge stions and 
contributions are  w e lcom e .  If you h ave  be e n 
involve d in any birding activity w ith in th e  
re gion or in som e  far-flung corne r of th e  
country or th e  globe , ple ase  conside r w riting us 
som e th ing about it.  Your inform ation w ill 
ce rtainly be  w orth  placing on th e  re cord.
Digital ph otos are  w e lcom e .

Th e  rate  for adve rtising is $15  a h alf A4 page .

Contact:  Editor Ann Sh e rlock , Ph  03 355 419 4 
e m ail robnann@ paradise .ne t.nz

Ch ange s to Cattle  Egre t Sigh tings

Be v Ale xande r re ports a significant re duction in 
th e  num be r of cattle  e gre t be ing se e n th is ye ar 
in th e  paddock s in th e  Tulls Road, Rangiora are a 
of Cante rbury.  O n 22nd May one  bird w as se e n 
w ith  20 W h ite -face d H e rons.  Th is incre ase d to 
2 birds on 1st August and 3 birds by 12th  
August.  Four days late r only 1 bird w as se e n 
and by th e  e nd of August th e re  w e re  none . 
M e anw h ile , Ph il Crutch le y confirm e d h is re port 
of 13 Cattle  Egre t at Lak e  Road South , Lak e  
Elle sm e re , w h ich  is a diffe re nt are a of th e  Lak e  
from  th ose  w h e re  birds are  usually found.  Th is 
is cre ating de bate  as to w h e th e r th e  incre ase  in 
dairying is th e  re ason for th e se  ch ange s.



STOP PRESS  Progress report on 2008 Garden Bird Survey
by Eric Spurr 

Analysis of the first 1700 of this year’s garden bird survey returns shows some interesting differences 
from 2007. One of the most notable differences was a slight drop in silvereye numbers, from 10.2 
per garden last year to 9.0 per garden this year. The silvereye was the most abundant species last 
year but only secondmost abundant this year. 

House sparrows were the most abundant birds in 2008. Numbers were up slightly on last year (10.9 
per garden this year compared with 9.4 per garden last year). Chaffinch, tui, and dunnock also 
appeared to be more common, and greenfinch, song thrush, and goldfinch less common. Tui moved 
from 11th most common bird last year (0.67 per garden) to 6th this year (1.2 per garden).

One of the more unusual birds recorded in gardens this year was the stitchbird. Until 2005, 
stitchbirds were confined to offshore islands. They were introduced into the predatorprooffenced 
Karori Wildlife Sanctuary in 2005 and the Waitakere Ranges in 2007. One survey participant living 
about 2 km from the Waitakere Ranges has had a male stitchbird come and visit her garden for the 
last month. “What a thrill,” she said.

People were again very enthusiastic in their response to the survey. There were lots of comments 
such as “I love birds”, “we get a lot of enjoyment watching our feathered friends”, and “they are so 
amazing and fill my life with sheer joy every single day”. One lady said, “I’m 94 and have fed and 
watched birds all my life.”

A local rest home incorporated the survey into their weekly outing. They took afternoon tea to the 
Groynes, some binoculars, bird books to identify species, and stale bread from the kitchen. 
Apparently, everyone had a great time and one resident even spotted “two lovebirds” (a couple 
kissing on a bench). 

The teacher at one school that also participated last year said, “Once again the children thoroughly 
enjoyed taking part. Graphs of the results are already displayed in the classroom and we were able 
to compare this year’s findings with last year’s. There were interesting viewpoints in the discussions 
as to why the results were similar in some cases and quite different in others.”

Only about twothirds of the returns have been entered into the computer, so the results could 
change slightly as more returns come in. Uptodate results are available at: 
http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/research/biocons/gardenbird/ 

Top 10 birds per garden
2007 2008*

Silvereye 10.2 House sparrow 10.9
House sparrow 9.4 Silvereye 8.9
Starling 3.1 Starling 3.7
Blackbird 2.7 Blackbird 2.8
Greenfinch 1.2 Chaffinch 1.3
Song thrush 0.98 Tui 1.2
Chaffinch 0.95 Dunnock  1.1
Goldfinch 0.87 Fantail 0.90
Fantail 0.86 Song thrush 0.89
Dunnock 0.79 Greenfinch 0.83
*Preliminary results after 1726 returns



WINTER 2008 WADER COUNT  CANTERBURY

Species

Notes no waders
Date counted 23-Jun 23-Jun 23-Jun 22-Jun 22-Jun 22-Jun 22-Jun 22-Jun 22-Jun 22-Jun 22-Jun 22-Jun 22-Jun 22-Jun 15-Jun 11-Jun 11-Jun 11-Jun 12-Jun 22-Jun

Aus Crested Grebe 2 2 1 3
White Heron 2 1 1 4 4
Royal Spoonbill 0 5 5
Mute Swan 12 10 2 24 28 52
Pied Oystercatcher 4 1 3 3 54 65 180 30 3516 3791
Variable Oystercatcher 0 6 218 224
Hybrid Oystercatcher 0 14 14
Pied Stilt 28 12 196 715 40 12 8 1011 38 8 18 24 222 1321
Black Stilt 1 1 1 2
Banded Dotterel 77 44 259 52 198 784 253 23 29 2 1721 6 81 125 1933
Black-fronted Dotterel 4 4 4
Wrybill 2 12 14 1 15
Pacific Golden Plover 0 0
Spur-winged Plover 14 18 12 161 169 106 40 15 67 60 3 665 13 2 54 40 47 821
Turnstone 0 0
Lesser Knot 1 1 1 2
Curlew Sandpiper 1 1 1
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 0 0
Pectoral Sandpiper 0 0
Red-necked Stint 4 2 6 6
Eastern Curlew 0 1 1
Whimbrel 0 2 2
Bar-tailed Godwit 0 1 202 203
Black-tailed Godwit 0 0
Marsh Sandpiper 0 0
Black-fronted Tern 0 27 27
White winged Black Tern 0 0
Caspian Tern 0 0

Site totals 119 78 272 434 1096 804 457 63 15 96 0 12 70 3 3519 295 10 184 64 4331 28 8431
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Ashburton Lakes Waterbird Count – July 2008

Date 19 July 2008
%Ice ? <1 0 0 0 0 0 0 ? 0 0 <10 60

Species
Crested grebe 38 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 40
Black shag 4 0 4 0 0 1 7 0 0 0 40 1 0 0 57
Little shag 49 0 0 0 2 0 32 0 0 3 3 0 0 0 89
White-faced heron 3 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 7
Bittern 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
White heron 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Black swan 271 16 19 3 0 4 71 12 5 98 0 21 1 0 521
Canada goose 578 0 0 162 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 39 0 0 782
Paradise shelduck 128 2 4 2 21 5 11 5 2 0 0 4 7 2 193
Mallard 171 2 1 0 13 6 65 9 19 0 0 14 1 0 301
Grey duck 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 0 0 18 0 0 47
NZ shoveler 4 0 0 0 0 4 0 15 2 0 0 0 0 0 25
Duck spp 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 3
NZ scaup 2380 0 0 0 0 33 593 90 0 0 90 0 0 0 3186
Grey teal 68 0 0 0 0 0 15 0 0 0 0 0 10 0 93
Pukeko 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5
Coot 725 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 725
Pied oystercatcher 0 0 1 0 0 4 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 7
Pied stilt 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 3
Black/hybrid stilt 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Spur-winger plover 28 14 2 0 4 5 0 0 0 14 0 0 4 0 71
Banded dotterel 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Black-fronted tern 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
White-fronted tern 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Black-billed gull 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2
Back-backed gull 3 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 16 0 0 22
falcon 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 2
Harrier 4 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6
Kingfisher 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Swallow 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 5
NZ pipit 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4

Totals 4479 34 37 167 44 62 801 131 44 119 136 118 23 2 6197
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