The Wrybill

Canterbury Regional Newsletter

BIRDS

NEW ZEALAND

Te Kahui Matai Manu o Aotearoa

February 2020

What's on at Birds NZ Canterbury:
February to April 2020

Field Trips

February 15 — We'll be lending our eyes and
expertise to the annual Te Waihora/Lake
Ellesmere Bird Count organised by the Waihora
Ellesmere Trust. To find out more or to register
contact Denise Ford
(denise.ford@selwyn.govt.nz).

March 22 — Washpen Falls. This is a 2-3 hour
loop track on a working high country farm.
Moderate fitness is required. It is meant to be
filled with native bush and bird life - not to
mention a waterfall. Since this track is on
private property there is a cost of $10 per
person which includes the use of walking sticks
and a track guide. We may also make other
atlassing stops in the area. Contact Sandra
(birds.canterbury@osnz.org.nz or 358 5706) by
15 March if you would like to attend.

April 19 — An atlassing trip to mid-Canterbury
around Geraldine. Contact Sandra
(birds.canterbury@osnz.org.nz or 358 5706) by
12 April if you would like to attend.

Rambles

Wednesday February 12 — The Groynes. Meet at
9:30am in the car park by swing bridge (turn left
and then right upon entry).

Tuesday March 10 — Lincoln Wetlands and
stormwater ponds. Meet at 9:30am in the car
park on Ellesmere Road.

Wednesday April 15 — Christchurch Botanic
Gardens. Meet at 9:30am at the bridge by
Armagh St car park (near Victoria Lake).

Please contact Bev (birdiebev@xtra.co.nz or 027
3184 713) if you intend to come on any rambles.

Bev has alternated the days of these trips to try
and suit members’ needs. If you would like to
come but these days don’t suit you, please let
Bev know so she can take this into account when
organizing future rambles.

Indoor Meetings

Evening meetings take place at 7.30 pm on the
last Monday of the month at Mahaanui Area DOC
Office, 31 Nga Mahi Road, off Blenheim Road,
Sockburn. Plenty of parking is available.

February 24 — Members night. This is a chance for
members to share anything birding related that
would be of interest to others Perhaps it is a tale
of a birding trip, a series of photos or a short
video, an interesting observation, some research
or a review of a great birding book. Talks are














https://support.ebird.org/support/solutions/articles/48000960508-ebird-mobile-tips-tricks
http://nzbirdsonline.org.nz/sites/all/files/07%20-%20Blackbird.mp3
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http://nzbirdsonline.org.nz/sites/all/files/NIA%2
0373%20Blackbird.mp3 . Other birds that
commonly give ‘seeee’ notes include Dunnock
and Tomtit, though both of their notes tend to
be longer, not rolling in quality and less high-
pitched. Dunnock call:
http://nzbirdsonline.org.nz/sites/all/files/NIA%2
0215%20Dunnock.mp3 . Tomtit call:
http://nzbirdsonline.org.nz/sites/all/files/54%20

-%20Auckland%20Island%20Tit.mp3

The clucky calls are also given by anxious,
alarmed or annoyed birds. At the low end of
anxiety are ‘book’ calls https://www.xeno-
canto.org/25562 . This can develop into chink
calls https://www.xeno-canto.org/145631 with
this (or something extremely similar) being
uttered by birds prior to roosting at dusk, and
finally the loud, hysterical and quite often
startling alarm rattle https://www.xeno-
canto.org/42699 . For more detail on Blackbird
calls see
http://therattlingcrow.blogspot.com/2013/11/b
lackbird-alarm-calls.html .

Song Thrush

In quality the notes of the Song Thrush song are
similar to the Blackbird. The main difference is
the structure: the Song Thrush, like a politician,
repeats phrases, usually between two and four
times. Between phrases there is a short pause
between moving onto another phrase, which it
repeats:
http://nzbirdsonline.org.nz/sites/all/files/03%20
-%20Unknown%20Title%20-
%20Unknown%20Artist 0.mp3 . There is some
evidence for mimicry of other species and one
fairly commonly heard phrase sounds similar to
the common downward pitched note of the
Shining Cuckoo, though there is disagreement
as to whether this is mimicry or just similar
without any connection.

Like the Blackbird, Song Thrush calls are much
less known than the song. For a bird with such a

strident song the main call is a rather unremarkable
high-pitched and somewhat metallic ‘tsip’:
https://www.xeno-canto.org/497628 . It is
often given as a contact call or in flight. The
closest similar call in New Zealand is perhaps
the Cirl Bunting, though this seems to me to be
slightly longer and buzzier than the Song
Thrush:
http://nzbirdsonline.org.nz/sites/all/files/NIA%
201717%20Cirl%20Bunting.mp3 . The Rifleman
call is generally a sharper and shorter call:
http://nzbirdsonline.org.nz/sites/all/files/25%2
0-
%20Rifleman%20%28South%20Island%29.mp3 .

The main alarm call of the Song Thrush has a
clucking/pinking quality like the Blackbird, but is
sharper and shorter, quickly repeated ‘chik’:
http://nzbirdsonline.org.nz/sites/all/files/NIA%
20944%20S0ong%20Thrush.mp3 .

Dunnock

Though visually resembling a sparrow such a
similarity is dispelled when a Dunnock sings.
The song is a rollicking and cheerful if maybe
slightly tuneless and tinny warble, rendered by
HANZAB as weeso, sissy-weeso, Ssissy-weeso,
sissy-wee:
http://www.nzbirdsonline.org.nz/sites/all/files/
13%20-%20Track%2013 10.mp3 . The song is
often repeated, somewhat monotonously.
Perhaps the most similar song in New Zealand is
that of the Silvereye, though that is more
rambling, slurred and ‘peevish’ in quality:
http://nzbirdsonline.org.nz/sites/all/files/02%2
0-%20Track%202 3.mp3.

Dunnock calls are variations of ‘seeep’. The
main call sounds a little like a squeaky wheel
that desperately needs oiling:
https://www.xeno-canto.org/448958 .
Sometimes the call is trilled, perhaps if anxious:
http://www.nzbirdsonline.org.nz/sites/all/files/
NIA%20249%20Dunnock.mp3 . The main
confusion species as far as the call goes is the
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CANTERBURY WADER COUNT NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019
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Counters/NC NA AC NA NA n/c AC [MTDR| AC AC AC AC AC AC AC | ACJF | ACJF |[MRTB| ACJF [MRTB|CAAM| KM DW [(EGDG| MF |[NATF|NATF|EGSW| n/c BA
Date counted 15-Dec| 9-Dec | 11-Dec| 11-Dec 25-Nov | 12-Dec| 24-Nov| 6-Dec | 6-Dec | 6-Dec | 6-Dec | 6-Dec | 6-Dec | 8-Dec | 8-Dec | 8-Dec | 8-Dec | 8-Dec | 8-Dec | 8-Dec | 8-Dec | 8-Dec | 8-Dec | 8-Dec | 8-Dec | 9-Dec 9-Dec
Mute Swan 6 9
Australasian Bittern
Reef Heron 1
White Heron
Royal Spoonbill 17 66 24 3 1 2 4 19 228 4 2 2 1 7 7 60
Little Black Shag
Pied Oystercatcher 1 1 66 46 726 49 16 6 14 29 20 20 5 1 2 16 4
Variable Oystercatcher 1 9 4 73 4 2 28 1 2
Hybrid Oystercatcher 22
Pied Stilt 24 10 68 27 51 32 4 4 6 221 18 36 389 370 138 458 136 245 489 14 261 151 33
Hybrid Stilt 1 1 1
Large Sand Dotterel 1
Banded Dotterel 25 2 47 1 16 8 36 53 2 48 22 1 45 29 33 11
Black-fronted Dotterel 3
Wrybill 5 15 3 18 36 1 1 44 64 325 51 4
Pacific Golden Plover 2 2 7 25
Spur-winged Plover 6 5 1 9 17 23 42 14 2 4 8 26 31 9 19 32 36 7 8 6 48 4 4
Turnstone 6 2 15 10 5 1
Lesser Knot 10 1 10 17
Sanderling 1
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 1 1
Pectoral Sandpiper 2 2
Red-necked Stint 2 2 17 35
Bar-tailed Godwit 1 171 234 1| 1531 258 1 6 23 225 22 3 95 25
Black-tailed Godwit 3
Black-billed Gull 34 19 1 11 19 2 38 46
Black-fronted Tern 6 1 1 1
White-fronted Tern 54 214 37 18 2816
Little Tern 1
Caspian Tern 7 3 10 6 3 94 6 3 1 2 3 3 2 1
Site totals 158 676 10 0 436 76| 2457 332 25 12 31 96 277| 2966 73 520 507 201 973 202 264 646 151 836 113
Wader site totals 64 20 418 9 0 329 76| 2404 329 24 12 31 89 274 45 71 520 497 176 742 189 261 623 145 788 265 52
% of total count 0.65 0.20 4.27 0.09 0.00 3.36 0.78 24.58 3.36 0.25 0.12 0.32 0.91 2.80 0.46 0.73 5.32 5.08 1.80 7.59 1.93 2.67 6.37 1.48 8.06 2.71 0.53
# wader species at site 6 6 13 1 0 6 4 5 5 3 3 4 4 5 5 4 9 9 3 7 5 5 8 5 11 6 4
Note:  Lake Ellesmere level ~0.8m on 8/12/19.
Wrybill (and other native species) numbers boosted by alpine-fed rivers being in flood.

Bar-tailed Godwit numbers boosted by an exceptionally fruitful breeding season

Wader numbers approx 67% up on Nov/Dec 2018
Counters
Nick Allen = NA Andrew Crossland = AC Matt Rose = MR Sandra Wallace = SW Eleanor Gunby = EG Bev Alexander = BA Kenny Rose = KR Dale Mcintee = DM Paul Sagar = PS Joy Sagar = JS Laura Molles = LM J Skilton

=JSk Dave Rate-Smith = DR Kate Marshall = KM Alice Waterhouse = AW Clive Appleton = CA Anna McClure = AM Tia Button = TB  John Fitch = JF  David Williams-Jones = DW Donal Goodale = DG Warwick Allen = WA Thijs
Fijen = TF Anit Spencer = AS Malcolm Foster = MF Mitch Thorn = MT
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Counters/NC BA |EGSW|EGSW|EGSW| nlc |EGSW|EGSW EGSW| AC PS PS PS | PSJS|PSJS
Date counted 9-Dec | 7-Dec | 7-Dec | 7-Dec 7-Dec | 7-Dec 7-Dec | 28-Nov| 18-Nov| 2-Dec | 2-Dec | 9-Dec | 6-Dec
Mute Swan 2 6 23 23 2 48
Australasian Bittern 1 1 1
Reef Heron 0 1
White Heron 1 1 1
Royal Spoonbill 6 1 5 4 55 5 431 12 554
Little Black Shag 4 4 4
Pied Oystercatcher 48 12 1 2 9 2 3 1051
Variable Oystercatcher 2 3 1 22 161
Hybrid Oystercatcher 0 22
Pied Stilt 69 2 36 24 29 2901 44 2 6 5 52 729 4186
Hybrid Stilt 2 2 5
Large Sand Dotterel 0 1
Banded Dotterel 304 33 3 13 428
Black-fronted Dotterel 0 1 1 1 6
Wrybill 547 6 3 2 578
Pacific Golden Plover 36 36
Spur-winged Plover 5 178 6 1 2 1 137 533
Turnstone 33 4 43
Lesser Knot 27 2 40
Sanderling 0 1
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 2 2
Pectoral Sandpiper 4 1 5
Red-necked Stint 56 56
Bar-tailed Godwit 1 400 1 4 23 2625
Black-tailed Godwit 3 3
Black-billed Gull 3 119 119 62 1 355
Black-fronted Tern 0 4 13
White-fronted Tern 119 2935 34 35 3327
Little Tern 1 1
Caspian Tern 1 116 1 146
Site totals 5 48 28 0 85 128 7768 23 109 23 120 100 922 13651
Wader site totals 75 2 36 24 0 29 0 4543 0 109 3 21 18 100 909 9782
% of total count 0.77 0.02 0.37 0.25 0.00 0.30 0.00 46.44 0.00 1.1 0.03 0.21 0.18 1.02 9.29 100.00
# wader species at site 3 1 1 1 0 1 0 15 0 8 2 5 5 9 7 19

Note:  Lake Ellesmere level ~0.8m on 8/12/19.
Wrybill (and other native species) numbers boosted by alpine-fed rivers being in flood.

Bar-tailed Godwit numbers boosted by an exceptionally fruitful breeding season
Wader numbers approx 67% up on Nov/Dec 2018
Counters
Nick Allen = NA Andrew Crossland = AC Matt Rose = MR Sandra Wallace = SW Eleanor Gunby = EG Bev Alexander = BA Kenny Rose = KR Dale Mcintee = DM Paul Sagar = PS Joy
Sagar = JS Laura Molles = LM J Skilton = JSk Dave Rate-Smith = DR Kate Marshall = KM Alice Waterhouse = AW Clive Appleton = CA  Anna McClure = AM Tia Button = TB  John Fitch = JF
David Williams-Jones = DW Donal Goodale = DG Warwick Allen = WA  Thijs Fijen = TF  Anit Spencer = AS Malcolm Foster = MF  Mitch Thorn = MT





