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Mike was born at Banbury, England during an 
air raid at nearby Coventry in November 1940, an 
explosive arrival for a man who during his working 
life demonstrated such a relaxed operational style.

Following the war he returned with his mother 
to Banffshire in North-east Scotland where he was 
educated at Fordyce Academy, and obtained the 
Scottish Leaving Certificate in 1957/8. Soon thereafter 
he migrated to New Zealand with his mother and 
one brother. Having competed a BAgSc and MAgSc 
at Massey University over 6 years during the early 
1960’s (including a thesis – Reproductive physiology 
of rodents in relation to population density), he was 
faced with finding a job and supporting his new 
family – having married Miriel Aitchison in 1965. 
An interview was scheduled with the then Ecology 
Division DSIR for a project to study rooks (Corvus 
frugeligus). However, the disemboweling of the 
family motor vehicle prevented attendance, and thus 
the possibility of a different line of ornithological 
work than that which eventuated.

He was accepted into the New Zealand Wildlife 
Service of the Department of Internal Affairs in 
January 1966 (later to be consolidated into the 
new Department of Conservation in 1987), on 
the recommendation of his mentor at Massey 
University, Lou Gurr. Going to work to support 
his family, instead of progressing to a PhD, he 
promised Lou that he would eventually progress 
higher academically.

Though enrolled for a PhD at Victoria University 
of Wellington in 1972, he continued to work at 
the Wildlife Service offices. In 1973 he became 
aware that he could change, with advantage, to 
undertake the necessary independent study for a 
DSc, while continuing with employment which the 
Department both wanted and needed. His Director, 
Gordon Williams wrote “I am convinced that his 
proposals are the best for the Department (which 
will now get the benefit of his full, continued and 
unbroken services) and best in the long run for 
him.” He was at the time working on the restricted 
and rare Cook’s petrel (Pterodroma cookii) and black 
petrel (Procellaria parkinsoni) on Little Barrier Island, 
and the harvested grey-faced petrel (Pterodroma 
macroptera gouldi) on Whale Island.

In 1986/7, he was conferred with a Doctor of 
Science degree by Massey University – a degree 
rarely awarded, for his substantial body of 
published scientific work undertaken on seabirds 
and especially the Origins, Phylogeny and Taxonomy 
of Gadfly Petrels. The external adjudicator was the 
distinguished academic from Aberdeen – George 
Dunnett – himself a longtime seabird researcher, 
especially on the northern fulmar (Fulmarus 

glacialis). They had presented concurrent papers 
at the International Ornithological Congress in 
Canberra 1974 – with Mike presenting on black 
petrel.

Though Mike will be remembered inter-
nationally primarily for his wide-ranging researches 
on squids and small seabirds, his first work for 
the Wildlife Service was on Canada geese (Branta 
canadensis). The forced attachment of its Director 
as a junior author to his hard-worked paper on the 
Mortality Rates of Canada Geese did not please him 
at the time, and may have resulted in a tendency 
for many years to be the sole author of his research 
papers.

Mike was reluctant to progress further with 
research on geese and an early breeding study at 
Lake Forsyth was never written up. However, he 
determined that the giant Canada goose (Branta 
canadensis maxima) present in New Zealand was not 
the goose everyone thought had been introduced. 
Mike was demonstrating early, the attention to 
fine detail which accompanies a progressive and 

Fig. 1. Mike Imber measuring New Zealand storm petrel 
27 Nov 2009.  Neil Fitzgerald.
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inquisitive nature. As an evolving international and 
authoritative specialist on seabirds, and especially 
petrels in the broadest sense, Mike was continuing 
a line of previously distinguished New Zealand 
researchers including Fleming, Richdale and 
Warham. Islands for him became a storehouse of 
things to study – these included Whale, Little Barrier, 
Codfish, the Chatham, and Antipodes Islands.

His broad ranging and high quality studies 
led him initially to concentrate on seabird food 
and foraging behaviour. He was frustrated in his 
examinations of bird guts by an absence of suitable 
identification guides for squids (and their beaks), 
key seabird food, so he set about compiling one by 
revising the complete taxonomy of the Cranchiidae 
squids and thus became an acknowledged world 
authority on this group.

Mike worked and published regularly on storm 
petrels and prions, shearwaters, and Pterodroma 
petrels generally – grey-faced petrel, Pycroft’s 
petrel (Pterodroma pycrofti), Chatham Island taiko 
(Pterodroma magentae), Cook’s petrels and black 
petrels specifically, to canvas but some.

With a working style described as independent 
and self-sufficient, he could be quietly controversial, 
but he also demonstrated that even if his hypothesis 
was wrong (albeit rarely), his patient explorations of 
ideas and backwaters were needed to demonstrate 
those factors that should be eliminated. This was 
well demonstrated by his methodical hunt for the 
Chatham Island taiko in places his colleagues often 
dismissed without ever looking.

He could often be viewed as absent minded 
or a ditherer. This was a deceptive image, one 
which I suspect he deliberately cultivated at times, 
especially to ensure that he was not pushed into 
areas of activity which might distract him from 
what he really wanted to do. It also enabled him 
time to methodically think out a rebuttal of points 
in a discussion, or to explore the finer details of the 
habitat through which he was moving – usually a 
long way behind others in the party. Often that party 
would return to look for him, and find Mike lying 
down with an arm down a burrow, trying to extract 
the resident bird – accompanied by a muttered 
commentary such as “the bastard won’t bite me” as 
he endeavoured to grip the bird. Occasionally more 
rapid movement was induced, and clothes removed 
when attacked by other residents of the burrow - 
fleas!

In his annual reporting for his Department of 
Conservation employer in 2002 he commented 
that he “was tired and losing energy but hanging 
in there as there are still things to do – I want to 
see the rats off Little Barrier before I leave.” This 
was an indicator of the growing health problems 
with his lungs and an aggravated mitral valve heart 
condition which led to increasingly slow movement 

and exhaustion on and after field trips. Years of 
working with specimens preserved in formalin may 
have contributed to an effect on his lungs similar to 
asbestosis.

He was retired early by the Department of 
Conservation in June 2005 and the Department 
awarded him the title of Honorary Research 
Associate at that time. It was a regrettable loss of 
valuable scientific and management knowledge, and 
Mike’s Departmental file carries the commendation 
– “quiet unheralded contribution to a wide range 
of seabird issues … undeniably one of the world’s 
leading seabird biologists.”

Mike made a number of international excursions 
during his career and developed close working 
relationships with fellow seabird biologists around 
the world. He was for many, the key seabird 
biologist in the seabird centre of the world (Bourne 
2011; Zonfrillo 2011). In return, he was able to 
study extensively the specimen material and field 
programmes of other researchers and collections, 
to broaden his interpretations from the purely New 
Zealand level.

Seabird people have to be resourceful and 
resilient, even bloody single-minded at times, for 
they pit themselves as much against the physical 
elements as the vagaries of their subjects. Mike 
was a fine scientist and field observer, with a firm 
belief in having repeatable simplicity in a study, to 
produce reliable results. He was particular about 
what he did – his method, his way!

His other important contributions were in 
advice and peer review for colleagues both locally 
and internationally, alongside a considerable 
participation in the design and field operation 
of conservation programmes for some of New 
Zealand’s and the world’s rarest seabirds. He was 
intimately involved with recovery programmes for 
the black petrel, Cook’s petrel, the Chatham Island 
taiko, and their associated eradication exercises 
for the removal of predators such as rats, cats and 
weka (Gallirallus australis). Following retirement, 
Mike spent time assisting in the explorations and 
interpretations related to the recently identified 
New Zealand storm petrel (Pealiornis maoriana) in 
the Hauraki Gulf. He was a staunch supporter of the 
Ornithological Society of New Zealand, especially 
its Beach Patrol Scheme operations and by his 
service for many years in the production of Notornis 
as an editorial board member and reviewer.

He was well respected by his peers both locally 
and internationally. Quietly unassuming, his special 
subjects were the seabirds of his adopted homeland. 
His explorations expanded our knowledge of 
that rich assemblage of New Zealand’s endemic 
birds, which give us a pre-eminent position as the 
Seabird Capital of the World. Like that earlier petrel 
specialist Lance Richdale, Mike was a persistent 
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and inquisitive searcher for the proof, and provided 
a magnificent legacy of publications (listed below 
in full) upon which future seabird biologists can 
build.

Mike is survived by his wife Miriel and their 
children, Hamish, Jane and Cameron.

C.J.R. ROBERTSON
P. O. Box 12397, Wellington 6144

LITERATURE CITED
Bourne, W.R.P.  2011.  British Birds, 104: 471.
Zonfrillo, B. 2011. The Seabird Group Newsletter, 117: 

15-16.

LIST OF PUBLICATIONS BY M.J. IMBER
Andrew, I.G.; Imber, M.J. 1960. Annual locality reports - 

Manawatu. Notornis, 9: 100-103.
Turbott, E.G.; Sibson, R.B.; Imber, M.J. 1961. Tattler and 

Hudsonian godwit in the Heathcote-Avon estuary.  
Notornis, 9: 135-137.

Imber, M.J. 1961. Red-necked stint in breeding plumage at 
the Rangitikei estuary during the summer of 1959-60.  
Notornis, 9: 169-170.

Imber, M.J.; Andrew, I.G. 1961. Annual locality reports - 
Rangitikei and Manawatu estuaries. Notornis, 9: 261-
265.

Andrew, I.G.; Imber, M.J. 1962. Annual locality reports - 
Rangitikei and Manawatu. Notornis, 10: 134-137.

Andrew, I.C.; Imber, M.J. 1963. Annual locality reports - 
Rangitikei and Manawatu. Notornis, 10: 351-353.

Imber, M.J. 1965. Arctic tern on Foxton Beach. Notornis, 
12: 157.

Imber, M.J. 1966. A third North Island record of the black-
winged petrel. Notornis, 13: 170.

Imber, M.J. 1966. Terek sandpiper at Manawatu estuary.  
Notornis, 13: 217.

Imber, M.J. 1966. Chatham island mollymawk on Ohau 
beach. Notornis, 13: 219.

Imber, M.J. 1967. North island kaka in Hawera. Notornis, 
14: 30.

Imber, M.J.; Boeson, B.W. 1969. Seabirds found dead in 
New Zealand in 1964. Notornis, 16: 50-56.

Imber, M.J. 1968.  Sex ratios in Canada goose populations.  
Journal of Wildlife Management 32: 905-920. 

Imber, M.J.; Williams, G.R. 1968. Mortality rates of a 
Canada goose population in New Zealand. Journal of 
Wildlife Management 32: 256-267. 

Imber, M.J. 1969. Grey-faced petrel. Wildlife – A Review 1: 
19-20.

Imber, M.J. 1969. Canada goose. Wildlife – A Review 1: 20-22.
Imber, M.J. 1969. The Beach Patrol Scheme. Notornis 

16: 140-144.
Imber, M.J. 1970. Canada goose. Wildlife – A Review 2: 44-

47.
Imber, M.J.; Crockett, D.E. 1970. Sea birds found dead in 

New Zealand in 1968. Notornis 17: 223-230.
Williams, M.; Imber, M.J. 1970. The role of marginal 

vegetation in some waterfowl habitats. Proceedings of 
the New Zealand Ecological Society 17: 126-128.

Imber, M.J. 1971. Filoplumes of petrels and shearwaters. 
New Zealand Journal of Marine and Freshwater Research, 
5: 396-403.

Imber, M.J. 1971. Petrels and rats. Wildlife – A Review 3: 
44-46.

Imber, M.J. 1971. The identity of New Zealand’s Canada 
geese. Notornis 18: 253-261.

Imber, M.J.  1971. Seabirds found dead in New Zealand in 
1969.  Notornis 18: 305-309.

Imber, M.J. 1971. Canada geese studies in Canterbury.  
Ammohouse Bulletin Mar. 1971.

Imber, M.J. 1973. The petrels of Little Barrier. Wildlife – A 
Review 4: 5-9.

Imber, M.J. 1973. The food of grey-faced petrels (Pterodroma 
macroptera gouldi (Hutton)), with special reference 
to diurnal vertical migration of their prey. Journal of 
Animal Ecology 42: 645-662.

Hellyer, N.R.; Kinsky, F.C.; Imber, M.J. 1973. A soft-
plumaged petrel from the Bay of Plenty. Notornis 
20: 71-72.

Imber, M.J. 1974. Geese. New Zealand Nature Heritage 2(28): 
769-771.

Imber, M.J. 1974. The food of oceanic birds. Wildlife – A 
Review 5: 23-25.

Imber, M.J. 1974. The black petrel. Wildlife – A Review 6: 
37-39.

Imber, M.J. 1975.  Lycoteuthid squids as prey of petrels in 
New Zealand seas. New Zealand Journal of Marine and 
Freshwater Research 9: 483-492.

Imber, M.J.; Russ, R. 1975.  Some foods of the Wandering 
albatross ( Diomedea exulans). Notornis 22: 27-36.

Imber, M.J. 1975. Behaviour of petrels in relation to the 
moon and artificial lights.  Notornis 22: 302-306.

Imber, M.J. 1975. Ecology of the black petrel Procellaria 
parkinsoni. Emu 74 Supplement: 286-287.

Imber, M.J. 1975. Petrels and predators. Bulletin of the 
International Council for Bird Preservation 12: 260-
263.

Imber, M.J. 1976. The Taiko. Wildlife – A Review 7: 35-40.
Imber, M.J. 1976. Breeding biology of the grey-faced petrel 

Pterodroma macroptera gouldi. Ibis 118: 51–64.
Imber, M.J. 1976. Comparison of prey of the black Procellaria 

petrels of New Zealand. New Zealand Journal of Marine 
and Freshwater Research 10: 119-130.

Imber, M.J. 1976. The origin of petrel stomach oils: a 
review. Condor 78: 366-369. 

Imber, M.J. 1978. Recent petrel research. Wildlife – A Review 
9: 9-15.

Imber, M.J. 1978.  The squid families Cranchiidae and 
Gonatidae (Cephalopoda: Teuthoidea) in the New 
Zealand region. New Zealand Journal of Zoology 5: 445-
484.

Imber, M.J.  1978.  Petrels of the Antipodes Islands. Wildlife 
– A Review 10: 11-15.

Imber, M.J. 1978. Effects of rats on breeding success of 
petrels. Pp67-72. In: Proceedings of Symposia on 
rodents in New Zealand nature reserves 1976. NZ 
Department of Lands and Survey.

Imber, M.J.; Nilsson, R.J. 1980. South Georgian diving 
petrels (Pelecanoides georgicus) breeding on Codfish 
Island.  Notornis 27: 325-330.

Imber, M.J.; Jenkins, J.A.F. 1981. The New Caledonian 
petrel.  Notornis 28: 149-160.

Berruti A.; Griffiths, A.M.; Imber, M.J.; Schramm M.;  
Sinclair, J.C. 1981. The status of seabirds at Prince 
Edward Island. South African Journal of Antarctic 
Research 10/11: 31-32.

Obituary



93

Imber, M.J.; Berruti, A. 1981. Procellariiform seabirds 
as squid predators. Pp 43-61. In: Cooper, J. (Ed). 
Proceedings of the Symposium on Birds of the Sea and 
Shore 1979. African Seabird Group, Cape Town.

Imber, M.J. 1981. Diets of stormpetrels Pelagodroma and 
Garrodia and of prions Pachyptila (Procellariiformes). 
Pp 63-68. In: Cooper. J. (Ed). Proceedings of the 
Symposium on Birds of the Sea and Shore 1979. African 
Seabird Group, Cape Town.

Bourne, W.R.P.; Imber, M.J. 1982. Plastic pellets collected 
by a prion on Gough Island, central South America. 
Marine Pollution Bulletin 13: 20-21.

Imber, M.J.; Lovegrove, T.G. 1982. Leach’s Storm Petrels 
(Oceanodroma l. leucorhoa) prospecting for nest sites on 
the Chatham islands.  Notornis 29: 101-108.

Williams, A.J.; Imber, M.J. 1982. Ornithological obser-
vations at Gough Island in 1979, 1980 and 1981. South 
African Journal of Antarctic Research 12: 40–45.

O’Sullivan, D.B.; Johnstone, G.W.; Kerry, K.R.; Imber, 
M. 1983. A mass stranding of squid Martialia hyadesi 
Rochebrunne & Mabille (Teuthoidea: Ommastrephidae) 
at Macquarie island. Papers and Proceedings of the Royal 
Society of Tasmania 117: 161-163.

Imber, M.J. 1983. The lesser petrels of Antipodes Islands, 
with notes from Prince Edward and Gough Islands.  
Notornis 30: 283-298.

Imber, M.J. 1984. The age of Kerguelen petrels found in 
New Zealand. Notornis 31: 89-91.

Imber, M.J. 1984. Trematode anklets on white-faced storm 
petrels Pelagodroma marina and fairy prions Pachyptila 
turtur. Cormorant 12: 71-74.

Imber, M.J. 1984. Exploitation by rats Rattus of eggs 
neglected by gadfly petrels Pterodroma. Cormorant 12: 
82-93.

Imber, M.J. 1984. Migration of white-faced storm-petrels 
Pelagodroma marina in the South Pacific and the status 
of the Kermadec subspecies. Emu 84: 32-35.

Imber, M.J. 1985. Origins, phylogeny and taxonomy of the 
gadfly petrels Pterodroma spp. Ibis 127: 197–229.

West, J.A.; Imber, M.J. 1985. Some foods of Hutton’s 
shearwater (Puffinus huttoni).  Notornis 32: 333-336.

Imber, M. J. 1985.  Texts for 28 species of Procellariiformes, 
(Grey-faced petrel. Juan Fernandez petrel. White-
Naped Petrel. Phoenix Petrel. New Caledonian petrel. 
Kermadec petrel. Cook’s Petrel. Chatham Island Petrel. 
Black-winged Petrel. Kerguelen Petrel. Blue Petrel. 
Black Petrel. White-chinned Petrel. North Atlantic 
Shearwater. Wedge-tailed Shearwater. Flesh-footed 
Shearwater. Fluttering Shearwater. Little Shearwater. 
Leach’s Storm Petrel. Wilson’s Storm Petrel. Grey-
backed Storm Petrel. White-faced Storm Petrel. Black-
bellied Storm Petrel. Common Diving Petrel. South 
Georgian Diving Petrel). Pp 72, 74-75, 78-81, 83-84, 89-
90, 92-95, 100-107. In:  Robertson, C.J.R. (Ed) Complete 
Book of New Zealand Birds. Reader’s Digest, Surry 
Hills, N.S.W. 

West, J.A.; Imber, M.J. 1986. Some foods of Buller’s 
mollymawk Diomedea bulleri. New Zealand Journal of 
Zoology 13: 169-174.

Imber, M.J. 1986.  The plight of the Fiji petrel (Pseudobulweria 
macgillivrayi) – a report of a visit to Gau in 1985.  
Australasian Seabird Group Newsletter 24: 8-12.

Imber, M.J. 1987. Breeding ecology and conservation of the 
Black petrel (Procellaria parkinsoni). Notornis 34: 19-39.

Powlesland, R.G.; Imber, M.J. 1988. OSNZ Beach Patrol 
Scheme: information and instructions. Notornis 
35: 143-153.

West, J.A.; Imber, M.J. 1989. Surveys of South Georgian 
diving petrels (Pelecanoides georgicus ) on Codfish 
island.  Notornis 36: 157-158.

Imber, M.J. 1990. Order Procellariiformes: tube-nosed 
birds. Pp 14-62. In: Turbott, E. G. (Convener), 
Checklist of the Birds of New Zealand and the Ross 
Dependency, Antarctica. 3rd Edn.  Random Century and 
Ornithological Society of New Zealand, Auckland.

Imber, M.J. 1990. A comparative study of the diets of Antarctic 
and sub-Antarctic procellariiformes. Acta XX Congressus 
Internationalis Ornithologici (Supplement): 290.

Imber, M.J. 1990.  Towards a definition of gadfly petrel 
phylogeny. Acta XX Congressus Internationalis 
Ornithologici (Supplement): 401.

Imber, M.J. 1990. The Jamaca petrel – dead or alive?  
Acta XX Congressus Internationalis Ornithologici 
(Supplement): 481.

Imber, M.J. 1990. Contributions to texts for 17 species 
of  Procellariiformes  In  Handbook of Australian, New 
Zealand & Antarctic Birds, Vol 1, part A. Melbourne: 
Oxford University Press.

Imber, M.J. 1991. The Jamaica Petrel - dead or alive? Gosse 
Bird Club Broadsheet 57: 4-9.

Imber, M.J. 1991. Feeding ecology of Antarctic and sub-
Antarctic Procellariiformes. Acta XX Congressus 
Internationalis Ornithologici 3: 1377; 1402-1414.

Imber, M.J.; Merton, D.V.; West, J.A.; Tennyson, A.J.D. 
1991. Juan Fernandez petrels prospecting at the 
Chatham islands.  Notornis 38: 60-62.

Imber, M.J. 1992. Cephalopods eaten by wandering 
albatrosses (Diomedea exulans L.) breeding at six 
circumpolar localities. Journal of the Royal Society of 
New Zealand 22: 243-263.

Imber, M.J.; Cruz, J.B.; Grove, J.S.; Lavenberg, R.J.; Swift, 
C.C.; Cruz, F. 1992. Feeding ecology of the dark-
rumped petrel in the Galápagos Islands. Condor 94: 
437-447. 

Imber, M.J. 1992. Search for Taiko burrows.  OSNZ News 
63: 1. 

Imber, M.J. 1994. Report on a tuna long-lining fishing 
voyage aboard Southern Venture to observe seabird 
by-catch problems. Department of Conservation, 
Wellington. Science & Research Series 65: 1-12.

Imber, M.J.; Taylor, G.A.; Grant, A.D.; Munn, A. 
1994. Chatham island Taiko Pterodroma magentae  
management and research, 1987-1993: predator 
control, productivity and breeding biology.  Notornis 
41(sup): 61-68.

Imber, M.J.; Crockett, D.E.; Gordon, A.H.; Best, H.A.; 
Douglas, M.E.; Cotter, R.N. 1994. Finding the burrows 
of Chatham island Taiko Pterodroma magentae by radio 
telemetry.  Notornis 41(sup): 69-96.

Imber, M.J. 1994. Seabirds recorded at the Chatham 
Islands, 1960 to May 1993. Notornis 41(sup): 97-108.

Imber, M.J. 1994. Population trends and vulnerability to 
tuna longlining by-catch of albatrosses, mollymawks 
and Procellaria petrels of New Zealand seas. CCAMLR 
Scientific Abstracts, WG-IMALF – 94/21: 34-35.

Imber, M.J. 1994. Aspects of seabird by-catch and its 
mitigation in the New Zealand longline fishery for tuna. 
CCAMLR Scientific Abstracts, WG-IMALF – 94/22: 35.

Obituary



94

Imber, M.J., Jolly, J.N.; Brooke, M. de L. 1995. Food of three 
sympatric gadfly petrels (Pterodroma spp.) breeding 
on the Pitcairn islands.  Biological Journal of the Linnean 
Society 56: 233–240.

Imber, M.J. 1996. The food of Cook’s petrel Pterodroma 
cookii during its breeding season on Little Barrier 
Island, New Zealand. Emu 96: 189–194.

Imber, M.J. 1997. Recent Literature. Notornis 44: 194-200.
Imber, M.J. 1997. Premiere rencontre avec le Petrel de 

Tahiti. Te Manu 21. Pp3.
Imber, M.J. 1997. Tahiti petrel – alive. OSNZ News 85: 

7-8.
Imber, M.J.; Tennyson, A.J.D.; Taylor, G.A.; Johnston, I. 

1998. A second intact specimen of the Chatham Island 
Taiko (Pterodroma magentae).  Notornis 45: 247-254.

Imber, M.J. 1998. Extinctions in the fauna of New Zealand 
and the impact of introduced vertebrates. Pp129-141. 
In: Lambert, R. A. (Ed), Species History in Scotland. 
Edinburgh: Scottish Cultural Press.

Imber, M.J. 1998. Recent Literature. Notornis 45: 70-74.
Tennyson, A.; Imber, M.; Taylor, R. 1998. Numbers of 

black-browed mollymawks (Diomedea m. melanophrys) 
and white-capped mollymawks (D. cauta steadi) at the 
Antipodes Islands in 1994-95 and their population 
trends in the New Zealand region. Notornis 45: 157-
166.

Imber, M.J. 1999. Diet and feeding ecology of the Royal 
albatross Diomedea epomophora - king of the shelf break 
and inner slope. Emu 99: 200–211

Imber, M.J. 1999. Recent Literature. Notornis 46: 321-322.
Imber, M.J. 1999. The behaviour, population biology and 

physiology of the petrels. Notornis 46: 420.
Imber, M.J. 1999. Recent Literature. Notornis 46: 421-422.
Brooke, M. de L.; Imber, M.J.; Rowe, G.  2000. Occurrence 

of two surface-breeding species of Pterodroma on 
Round island, Indian Ocean. Ibis 142: 154–158.

Imber, M.; Harrison,  M.; Harrison, J. 2000. Interactions 
between petrels, rats and rabbits on Whale island, 
and effects of rat and rabbit eradication. New Zealand 
Journal of Ecology 24: 153-160.

Palma, R.L.; Imber, M.J. 2000. Coexistence of two species 
of Halipeurus (Phthiraptera) on Chatham island Taiko 
(Pterodroma magentae) (Aves). New Zealand Journal of 
Zoology 27: 229-232.

Booth, A.; Minot, E.O.; Imber, M.J.; Fordham, R.A. 2000.
Aspects of the breeding ecology of the North island 
little shearwater Puffinus assimilis haurakiensis. New 
Zealand Journal of Zoology 27: 335-345.

Booth, A.M.; Minot, E.O.; Fordham, R.A.; Imber, M.J. 
2000. Co-ordinated food provisioning in the Little 
shearwater Puffinus assimilis haurakiensis: a previously 
undescribed foraging strategy in the Procellariidae. 
Ibis 142: 144–146

Imber, M.J. 2000. Recent Literature. Notornis 47: 54.
Imber, M.J. 2000. Recent Literature. Notornis 47: 234.
Van Franeker, J.A.; Williams, R.; Imber, M.J.; Wolff, W.J.  

2001. Diet and foraging ecology of southern fulmar 
Fulmarus glacialoides, Antarctic petrel Thalassoica 
antarctica, cape petrel Daption capense and snow 
petrels Pagodroma nivea ssp. on Ardery Island, Wilkes 
Land, Antarctica. In: Van Franeker, J.A. Mirrors in 
ice. Fulmarine petrels and Antarctic ecosystems. PhD 
Thesis, University of Groningen, The Netherlands: 
Alterra. 

Cruz, J.B.; Lalas, C.; Jillett, J.; Kitson, J.C.; Lyver, P.O.B.; 
Imber, M.J.; Newman, J.E.; Moller, H. 2001. Prey 
spectrum of breeding sooty shearwaters (Puffinus 
griseus) in New Zealand. New Zealand Journal of Marine 
and Freshwater Research 35: 817-829.

Imber, M.J.; Tennyson, A.J.D. 2001. A new petrel species 
(Procellariidae) from the south-west Pacific. Emu 101: 
123–127.

Rayner, M.J.; Clout, M.N.; Stamp, R.K.; Imber, M.J.; 
Brunton, D.H.; Hauber, M.E. 2002. Predictive habitat 
modelling for the population census of a burrowing 
seabird: A study of the endangered Cook’s petrel. 
Biological Conservation 138: 235-247.

Imber, M.J.; Scofield, P.R.; Goodwin A.; Tennyson, A.J.D.  
2002. Obituary and publications - Gerald Stanley 
(Gerry) Clark (1927-1999). Notornis 49: 55-58.

Tennyson, A.; Taylor, R.; Taylor, G.; Imber, M.; Greene, 
T. 2002. Unusual bird records from the Antipodes 
islands in 1978-1995, with a summary of other species 
recorded at the island group.  Notornis 49: 241-245.

Imber, M.  2003. Cook’s petrel (Pterodroma cookii) historic 
distribution and breeding biology on Little Barrier 
and Codfish Islands. Notornis 50: 179.

Imber, M.J.; McFadden, I.; Bell, E.A.; Scofield, P.R. 2003.Post-
fledging migration, age of first return and recruitment, 
and results of inter-colony translocation of black petrels 
(Procellaria parkinsoni). Notornis 50: 183-190.

Imber, M.J.; West, J.A.; Cooper, W.J. 2003. Cook’s petrel 
(Pterodroma cookii): historic distribution, breeding 
biology and effects of predators. Notornis 50: 221-230.

Imber, M.J. 2003. Recovery of Kerguelen-banded thin-
billed prion (Pachyptila belcheri) in New Zealand.  
Notornis 50: 238.

Imber, M.J.; Harrison, M.; Wood, S.E.; Cotter, R.N. 2003.An 
estimate of numbers of grey-faced petrels (Pterodroma 
macroptera gouldi) breeding on Moutohora (Whale 
island), Bay of Plenty, New Zealand, during 1998-2000.  
Notornis 51: 23-26.

Johnston, R.B.; Bettany, S.M.; Ogle, R.M.; Aikman, H.A.; 
Taylor, G.A.; Imber, M.J. 2003. Breeding and fledging 
behaviour of the Chatham Taiko (Magenta Petrel) 
Pterodroma magentae, and predator activity at burrows. 
Marine Ornithology 31: 193-197.

Imber, M.J. 2004. Kermadec petrels (Pterodroma neglecta) 
at Ilha da Trindade, South Atlantic Ocean and in the 
North Atlantic. Notornis 51: 33-40.

Imber, M.J. 2004. Attempted colonisation of Antipodes Island 
by goldfinches (Carduelis carduelis). Notornis 51: 163-164.

Imber, M.J.; Taylor, G.A.; Tennyson, A.J.D.; Aikman, H.A.; 
Scofield, R.P.; Ballantyne, J.; Crockett, D.E.  2005. Non-
breeding behaviour of Magenta petrels Pterodroma 
magentae at Chatham island, New Zealand. Ibis 147: 
758–763. 

Imber, M.J. 2005. Status of Kermadec petrels (Pterodroma 
neglecta) on the Meyer islets, and prospects for their 
re-colonisation of Raoul island, Kermadec group.  
Notornis 52: 168-169.

Imber, M. 2005. A response to M. Tove’s rebuttal of Imber 
(2004). Notornis 52: 58-59.

Imber, M.J.; Bell, B.D.; Bell, E.A. 2005. Antipodes islands 
birds in autumn 2001. Notornis 52: 125-132.

Imber, M. 2006. Petrels: Pterodroma and Procellaria.  Pp724-
727. In: Riffenburgh, G. (Ed) Encyclopedia of the 
Antarctic. Routledge N.Y.

Obituary



95

Rayner, M.J.; Clout, M.N.; Stamp, R.K.; Imber, M.J.; Brunton, 
D.H.; Hauber, M.E. 2007. Predictive habitat modelling 
for the population census of a burrowing seabird: 
A study of the endangered Cooks petrel. Biological 
Conservation 138: 235-247.

Rayner, M.J.; Parker, K.A.; Imber, M.J. 2008. Population 
census of Cook’s petrel Pterodroma cookii breeding 
on Codfish island (New Zealand) and the global 
conservation status of the species. Bird Conservation 
International 18: 211-218. 

Rayner, M.J.; Hauber, M.E.; Imber, M.J.; Stamp, R.K.; Clout, 
M.N. 2007. Spatial heterogeneity of mesopredator 
release within an oceanic island system. Proceedings of 
the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of 
America 104: 20862-20865.

Imber, M.J.; Stephenson, B.M. 2008. Sightings and capture of 
Kermadec storm petrels (Pelagodroma marina albiclunis), 
off Haszard Island and the Meyer islets, Kermadec 
islands, in 2004.  Notornis 55: 166-170.

 Stephenson, B.M.; Gaskin, C.P.; Griffiths, R.; Jamieson, 
H.; Baird, K.A.; Palma, R.L.; Imber, M.J. 2008. The 
New Zealand storm-petrel (Pealeornis maoriana 
Mathews, 1932): first live capture and species 
assessment of an enigmatic seabird. Notornis 55: 
191-206.

Imber, M.J. 2008. Kermadec petrels (Pterodroma neglecta) 
off the Azores, North Atlantic Ocean. Notornis 55: 106-
108.

Rayner, M.J.; Parker, K.A.; Imber, M. J. 2008. Population 
census of Cook’s petrel Pterodroma cookii breeding 
on Codfish Island (New Zealand) and the global 
conservation status of the species. Bird Conservation 
International 18: 211-218.

Lawrence, H.A.; Millar, C.D.; Imber, M.J.; Crockett, D.E.; 
Robins, J.H.; Scofield, R.P.; Taylor, G.A.;  Lambert, 
D.M. 2009. Molecular evidence for the identity of the 
Magenta petrel. Molecular Ecology Resources 9: 458–
461.

Obituary


