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LIST OF THE BIRDS OF NEW ZEALAND. 
. BY 

B. J. MARPLES. 
' Department of Zodogy, University of Otago. 

This list has been compiled solely for convenience, and is not 
intended as a contribution to any controversy on questions of classifica- 
tion. It is to be hoped that somebody will draw up a complete check- 
list in the not too far distant future, but in the meantime it was felt 
that a simple list would be useful. No authorities are given, and 
in some cases familiar names have been retained where the rule of 
priority may eventually demand their alteration. For the most part 
binomials are adhered to, but in the case of a few conspicuous sub- 
species such as the Tits, trinomials are used. For dimorphic species, 
such as the Fantail, both English names are given. Recently extinct 
species are listed in square brackets, introduced ones in ordinary 
brackets, and an attempt has been made to indicate the regions where 
the different species occur, where they breed, and whether they are 
merely stragglers. 

The list is based on Oliver's " New Zealand Birds," 1930, and 
modified with reference to the works of Mayr, Peters, Wetmore and 
others. I am much indebted tc a number of ornithologists for information 
and suggestions, and especially to Dr  R. A. Falla and Mr C. A. Fleming, 
who went to a great deal of trouble, and without whose assistance the 
list would be far less valuable. They are not responsible for any 
errors or inconsistencies which may have arisen owing to arbitrary 
decisions in certain obscure cases which I have made myself. 

ABBREVIATIONS: 
Kermadec Islands . . . . . . . .  K. Maquarie Island . . . . . . . . . .  M. 
North Island . . . . . . . . . . . .  M. Campbell Island . . . . . . . . . .  Ca. 
South Island . . . . . . . . . . . .  SI. . Bounty Islands . . . . . . . . . . . .  B. 
Stewart Island . . . . . . . . . . . .  St. Antipodes Island . . . . . . . .  An. 
Snares . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sn. Chatham Islands . . . . . . . .  Ch. 
Auckland Islands . . . . . . . .  Au. Straggler . . . . .  : . . . . . . . .  Strag. 
Introduced Species-ordinary brackets. Extinct Species-square brackets. 



Brcedrng 0ccr1r.s. 
APTERYGIFORMES. 
Apteryx australis Kiwi. NISI .St. 
A. baastii Large Spotted Kiwi. S:. 
A. owenii Little Spotted Kiwi. SI. 

SPI-IENISCIFOXMES. 
Aptenodytes patngonicn 

E. schlegeli 
~Megadyptes nntipodes 
Eudyptula minor 
E. nlbosignata 

Ring Penguin. M. SI.St.Sn. 
Ca.Au.Strag. 

Gentoo Penguin. M. 
Rockhopper Penguin. M.Au.Ca.An.Sn.R. SI. Strag. 
Drooping-Crested Penguin. S1,Sn. NISt.Ch. 
Erect-Crested Penguin. . An.B. NI.SI.Sn, , 

Au.Ch.M. 
Royal Penguin. ' M. - - NI.SI.Ca. 
Yeilow-Eyed Penguin. SI.St.Au.Ca. 
Little Blue Penguin.. NI.SI.St.Ch. 
White-Flippcred Prnguin. SI. 

COLYMBIFORMES. 
Poliocephalrts rrifopectus Dabchick. NISI. 
Colym/,us cristntus Crested Grebe. NISI. 

PROCELLARIIFORMES. 
Pelecanoidts rwinnrtix 
P. cxsul 
P. georgicus 

Oceanites oceanicris 
Garrodia nereis 
Pelagodroma marina 
Fwgetta tropica 

Daption capensis 

PrioceNa antarctica 
Macronectes giganteus 
Halo6aena caerulea 
Pachyptila uittata 
P. desolata 
P. salvini 
P. belcberi 
P. nassirostris 
P. rurtur 
Puffinus carneipes 
P. pacificus 
P. bulleri 
P. griseus 

P. tenrrirostris 
P. gauia 
P. assimilis 
P. munda 
P~ocellaria cineria 
P. aequinoctialis 
Pterodroma macroptera 

Diving Petrel. NI.SI.St.Ch.Sn. 
Kerguelen Diving Petrel. , ALL 
South Georgian Diving 

Pe'trel M.Au. 
Wilson's Storm Petrel. NI.SI.Strag. 
Grey-Backed Storm Petrel. Au.Ch. N1.SI.Sn.M. 
Whitc-Faced Storm Petrel. NI.SI.St.K.Ch.Au. 
Black-Bellied Storm Petrel. Au.B. N1.Ch.M. . 
Cape Pigeon. 

Silver-Grey Petrel. 
Giant Petrel. 
Blue Petrel. 
Broad-Billed Prion. 
Dove Prion. 
Salvin's Prion. 
Slender-B~llcd Prion. 
Large-Billed Prion. 
Fziry Plion. 
Flesh-Footed Shearwater. 
Wedge-Tailed Shearwater. 
Buller's Shearwater. 
Mutton Bird. 

Short-Tailed Shearwater. 
Fluttering Shearwater. 
Allied Shearwater. 

Grey Petrel. 
White-Chinned Petrel. 
Grey-Faced Petrel. 

Sn.Ch.Au.Ca. 
NI.SI.St.Strag. 

s ~ . A u . c ~ . ' A ~ . M . c ~ .  NI.SI.Sn. 
NI.M.Strag. 

SI.St.Ch. NI. 
Au.M. NI.SI.Ca. 
Au.M. NI. 

NI. 
B.Au.Ch.An. 
NI.SI.St.Ch. AnStrag. 
NI.SI. 
K. 
N.I. SI.Ch. 
NI.SI.St.Sn. 

Ch.Au.Ca.M. 
NI.St. 

NI.SI.Sn. 
K.NI. SI. 
Ch. Au. 
An.B.M. NI.Strag. 
Au.An.Ca. SIStrag. 
NI. K. 



P. lessoni 
P. rzcglccta 
P. nlba 
P. melnnopus 
P. inexpectala 
l'. externa . 
P. coo& 
P. hypolertca nxillu& 
P. h. nigripeitnis 
P. pycrofti 
P. 1cucoprcr.a 
Diontedin cxnla~ts 
D: epon~ophom 
Thalussar.clte melnnopltrys 

PELICANIFORMES. 

White-headed Petrel. 
Kermadec Petrel. 
Phoenix Island Petrel. 
Providence I'etrel. 
Mottled Petrel. 
Black-Capped Petrel. 
Cook's Petrel. 
Chatham Island Petrel. 
Black-Winged Petrel. 
I'ycroft's Petrel. 
Gould's Petrel. 
Wandcriug Albatross. 
Royal Albatross. 
Black-Browed Mollyma 

NI.St. 
Ch. 
K. 
NI. 

An.Au. 
SI.Ch.Au.Ca. 

wk. Ca.M. 

Buller's Moilymawk. Sn.CI~.Solandcrs. 
White-Capped Molly. B.Ch.Au. 
Ycllom-Nosed Moily. 
Grey-Headed Molly. Ca.M. 
Sooty Albatross. 
Light-Mantic4 Sooty 

Albatross. Au.Ca.An.M. 

Phaethon rubricnuda Red- railed Tropic Bird. 
Fregata minor Greater Frigate Bird. 
l:. arid Lesser Frigate Bird. 
Pelecanus conspicillatrts Australian Pelican. 
Phalncrocovax carbo Black Shag. 
P. unrius Picd Shaz. 
P. sn/cir.osiiis Little ~la;k Shag. 

P. i~rclanoleucos Little Pied shag. 
White-Throated Shag. 

Le~rcocarbo chalconotus I Stewart Island S h a ~ .  
chrrlconorrrs l Bronze Shag. 

L. c. imfurlyi  Bounty Island Shag. 
L. cavrrnczrlatus caronculatzrs Marlborough Shag. 
L. c. onslowi Chatham Ialand Shag. 
L. catnpbelli cnrupbelli Campbell Island Shag. 
L. c. colensoi . Auckland Island Shag. 
L. albiuentev Maquaric Island Shag. 
Sriczocarbo prrnctnttts 

punctatus Spotted Shag. 
S. p. steadi Blue Shag. 
S. p. featherztoni Pitt Island Shag. 
Anhinga nouaehollandiae Darter. 
Suln dactylatra Blue-&ced Booby. 
S. lerrcogaster. , Brown Booby. 
Aciorrrs serrator Gannet. 

CICONIIFORMES. 
Ardea cinerea Grey Heron. 
Casmerodius nlbus White Heron. 

Notophoyx novaehollandiae White-Faced Heron. 
Demigveztn sacra . Reef Heron. 

NI.SI.St.Ch. 
NI.SI.St. 
NI. 

NI.SI.St. 

B. 
SI. 
Ch. 
Ca. 
Au. 
M. 

NISI. 
SI.St. 
Ch. 

SI. 

SI. 
NISI. 

occtos. 
NI.SI.Ch. 
NI.Strag.2 

N1.Strag.1 
Au. 

K.NI.Strag.3 
Ch. 

Au.Strag.1 
NI. 
St.Ch.Au. 

Strag. 



Nycticorax caledonicus 
Ixobrychus minutus 
Botaurus poiciloptilus 
Threskiornis aethiopicus 
Plegadis falcinellus 
Platalea regia 

ANSERIFORMES. 
Dendrocygna eytoni 
Tadorna uariegata 
Anas poicilorhyncha 

( A .  platyrhynchos 
A. gibberifrons 
A. aucklandica aucklandica 
A. a. chlorotis 
A. a. nesiotis 
A. rhynchotis . 
Aythya nouaseelaizdiae 
[ A .  australis 
Hymenolaimus 

malacorhynchus 
Chenonetta jubata 
Mergus australis 
(Branta canadensis 
(Ceueopsis novaehollandiae 
(Cygnus atratus 

Falco novaeseelandiae 
F. cenchroides 
Circus approximans 

GALLIFORMES. 
[Coturnix novnezealamdiae 
(Phasianus colchicus 
(Colinus uirginianus 

GRUIFORMES. 
[Rallus muelleri 
[Cabalus modestus 
Gallirallus greyi 

G. australis 

G. hectori 
Hypotaenidia philippensis 
[ Nesolimnas dieffenbachii 
Crex crex 
Pomana tabuensis 
P. pusilla 
Porphyrio poliocephalus 

Nankeen Night Heron. 
Little Bittern. 
Bittern. 
Australian White Ibis. 
Glossy Ibis. 
Royal Spoonbill. 

Whistling Duck. 
Paradise Duck. 
Grey Duck. 

Mallard. 
Grey Teal. 
Auckland Island Teal. 
Brown Teal. 
Campbell Island Teal. 
Shoveller. 
N.Z. Scaup. 
White-Eyed Duck. 

Blue Duck. 
Australian Maned Goose. 
Auckland Island Merganser. 
Canada Goose.' 
Cape Barren Goose. 
Black Swan. 

Bush Hawk. 
Nenkeen Kestrel. 
Harrier. 

N.Z. Quail. 
Pheasant. 
[irginian Quail. 

Brown Quail. 
Swamp Quail. 

Californian Quail. 
Chukor. 

Auckland Island Rail. ' 

Chatham Island Rail. 
North Island Weka. 

i South Island Weka. 
Black Weka. 

Ruff Weka. 
Banded Rail. 
Dieffenbach's Rail. 
Land Rail. 
Spotless Crakc. 
Marsh Crake. 
Pukeko. 

iv  

Breeding Occurs. 
N1.SI.Strag.z 

SI. NI. 
NI.SI.St. [Ch.] 

S1.Strag.1 
NI.SI.Strag.4 
NI.SI.St.Strag. 

Ch.Au.Ca.M. I 

NISI.) 
NISI. 
Au. 
NI.SI.St. [Ch.] 
Ca. 
NISI. [Ch.] 
NI.SI. 
NISI.] 

NISI. 

NISI.] 
NISI.) 
NI.) 
NISI.) : 

NI.) 
NI.SI.Ch.) 
NI.SI.) 

Au.] 
Ch.] 
NI. 
SI.St. (M.) 
SI. 
SI.Ch. 
N1.SI.St.M. 
Ch.] 

S1.Strag.r 
K.NI.SI.St.Ch. 
NI.SI.Ch. 
NI.SI.Ch. KStrag. 



Occurs. 
[Notornis hochstetteri 
Tribonyx ventralis 
Fulica utra 

CHARADRIIFORMES. 
Haematopus fiirschi 

H.  chathamensis 

H.  ieischc@ 
H .  unicolor 
Arenaria interpres 
Pluuialis dontinica 
Chatadiius bicinctus 
C. weredus 
C. alexandrinus 
Pluuiorhynchris obscrtrrrs 
Thinornis noureeseclandiae 
Anarhynchus fiontalis 
Lobibyx nouaehollandiac 
Capella hardruickii 
Coenocorypha auc&ndicu 
Calidris canutus 
C. melanotos 

C. acuminata 
P. ruficollis 
Erolia testacca 
Croccthia alba 
Limosa lapponica 

L. haemastica 
Trimga ncbzrlaria 
Hctcroscelns incanus 
Nutnenius nradagascnricnsis 
N .  phaeopus 
N .  nrinutus 
Phalaioprrs fulic~zritts 
Lobipes lobatus 

Breedng 
Takahe. SI.] 
Black-Tailed Watcr Mcn. 
Coot. 

Hudsonian Godwit. 
Grecnshank. 
Wandering Tattler. 
Curlew. 
Whimbrcl. 
Little Whimbrel. 
Red Phalaropc. 
r o r t h e r n  Phalarope. 

White-Hcaded Stilt. NISI. 
Black Stilt. SI. 

South Island Pied 
Oystercatchcr. SI. 

Chatham Island 
Oystercatcher. Ch. 

North Island Oystcrcatchcr. NI.SI. 
Black oystercatcher. NISISt .  
Turnatone. 
Lesser Golden Plover. 
Banded Dotterel. NI.SI.Ch.Au. 
Oriental Dotterel. 
Rcd-Capped Dotterel. 
N.Z. Dotterel. NI.SI.St. 
Sand Plover. Ch. [NI.SI.] 
Wrybill Plovcr. SI. 
Spur-Winged Plovcr. 
Japanese Snipe. 
Southern Islands Snipc. Ch.Au.An.Sn.St. 
Knot. 
Amcrican Pcctoral 

Sandpiper. 
Siberian Pectoral Sandpiper. 
Red-Necked Stint. 
Curlew Sandpiper. 
Sanderling. 
Bar-Tailcd Godwit. 

nouarhollandiae Red-Necked Avocet. 
Sdtia isabelh . Australian Pratincolc. 
Chlidonias nlbistriata Black-Fronted Tern: 
C. leucoptera White-Winged Marsh Tern. 
Hydroprogne caspia Caspian Tern. 
Sterna uittata Subantarctic Tern. 
S.  paradisea Arctic Tern. 
S. noeir Fairy Tern. 
S.  striafa White-Frontcd Tcrn. 
S. fuscata Sooty Tcrn. 
Thalassirrs bergii Crested Tern. 
Anous stolidus Common Noddy. 
Gygis alba White' Tcrn. 
Procelsterna ccrulea Grey Noddy. 
Larus domnicanus Black-Backed Gull. , 

- .  .. - .  

NI. 

NISI. 
K.NI.SI. 
KSt .  
K.Strag. I 
NI.SI.Strag. 

NI. 
NI.SI.Strag.4 
NI.Strag.2 

NI.SI.Strag. 
K.NI.SI. 
NISI. 
NI.SI.Strag. 
SI.Strag.4 
NI.SI.St.Ch. 

Ca.Au.M. 
NI.SI.Strag. 
SI.Strag.1 
K.NI.Strag.2 
NI.SI.Strag. 
K.NI.SI.Strag. 
SIStrag. 
NI.SI.Strag.4 
NI.SI.Strag.2 

NI. 

NI.SI.Strag. 
SI.Strag.1 

SI. NISt. 
SI. 
NISI. 

.Sn.Au.Ca.An.B.M. SI.Ch.Strag. 
N1.Strag.z 

NISI. 
NI.SI.St.Ch.Sn.Au. 
K. NI.Strag.2 

K.Strag.1 
K.Strag. I 

K. SIStrag. r 
K. NI.Strag.2 
N1.SI.ST.Ch.M. 

B.Sn.Ca.An. K. 



L. nouaehollai~diae Red-Billed Gull. 

. ' L. bulleri Black-Billed Gull. 
Cathnmcta s/jrm fofJnbe?gi Southern Skua. 

C. s. macco~mic4i  Antarctic Skua. 
Steicorarttis parasiticrrs Arctic Skua. 
S. pomnrii~rts Pomarine Skua. 

COLUMBIFOKMES. 
Henziphnga nouacseelaridiae Pigeon. 
(Colun16a liuia Rock Pigeon. 
(7  St~eptopelia chinensis Laceneck Dove. 

PSITTACIFOKMES. 

Nestov meridzonalis I Brown Kaka. 
Green Kaka. 

N .  notnbilis Kea. 
Cyanoramphtis 

izo~~a.eseclandiae Red-Fronted ~arrakket. 

C. auriceps 
C. malherbei 
C. rinicolor 
Stngops habioptilos 
(Kakatue paleritn 
(Pla'lntycetcr~s exitxius 

CUCULIFORMES. 
Chulcites Irrcidrrs . 
Cucultts satuicttr~s 
C. pallidus 
Scythiops 71ouirehollanciine 
Eudynamis tai~erzsis 

STKIGIFORMES. 

Occurs. BI redlug 

NI.SI.St.Ch. 
Sa.Au.Ca. 

NISI. 
SI.St.Ch.Sn. 

Au.Ca.An.M. NI. 
N1.Strag.a 
NI.SI.Ch. 
NI.Strag.1 

NI.SI.St.Ch. 
NISI.) 
NI.) 

NI. 
SI.St. 
SI. 

Ch.Au.An. [M.] 
Yellow-Frontcd l'arrakeet.. N1.SI.st.ch.A~. 
Orange-frontcd Parrakeet. SI: 
Antipodes Island Parrakcrt. An. , 
Ihkapo. SI.[NI.] 
White Cockatoo. NI.) 
h s t e r n  Roscll~. NISI.) 

Sh~ning Cuckoc. NI.SISt.Ch. Au. 
Oriental Cuckoo. SI.Strag.1 
Pallid Cuckoo. S1.Strap.1 
Channel-Ellled Cucboo. S1.Strag.r 
Long-Tailed Cuckoo. K N l X S t C h  

Morepork. NISISt. 
Laughing Owl. NISI.] 
Little Owl. SI.) 

MICROPODIFORMES. 
Apu j  pacificrrs . 

Hirrrndaprrs coudacr~t~rs 

CORACIIFORMES. 

PASSERIFORMES. 
Acanlhisitta chloris 
Xetzic~lz 1o:zgipes 

Australian Swift. .. . NI.Strag. 

Spine-T'ailcd Swift. J NI.SI.St.Strag , 

Eabtern Broad-Billed Roller. NI.SI.Strag 
Kingfisher. K.NI.SISt. 
Koukaburra. NI.) 

Rifleman., NISISt. 
Rush Wren. NI.SI.St. 



S.  giliuentris Rock Wren. 
[Tmuws ia  lyalii Steven Island Wren. 
Hylochelzdon nigricans Australian Tree Martin. 
Hirrrndo neoxenn Welcome Swallow. 
A?;:/irrs novneseclnndinc Pipit. 

Coracina novnehollondine Dlack-Faced Cuckoo Shrike. 
l Trrrnrrgrrr caper7sis N 2. Thrush. 
llowo'leria p:rnctnte Fern-Bird. 
Pserdogerygone igatrr Grey Warbler. 
Haplo~hynchirs nllofrontnlls Chatham Island Warbler. 
Petroicn n~ncrocephaln 

macroceplinlrr Yellow-Breasted Tit: 
P. n z .  toitoi Pied Tit. 
P. ni. dieffenbachii Chatham Island Tit. 
P. m .  n~ar.rrnefi Auckland lsland Tit. 
P. ~ n .  dannefuein'i Sna'res Island Tit. 
M I ~ O  ~ i i r ~ ~ r a l i s  N.Z. Robin. 

Bi pedmg Occrrrs. 
SI. 
S1.l 

NI.SI.Strag. 
A u S t r q .  

I<.NI.SI.St. 
Sn.Ch.Au.An. 

SI.Strag.4 
NISI.] 
NI.SI.St.Sn.[Ch.l 
NI.SI.Sr. 
Ch. 

SI.' 
NI. 
Ch. 
Au. 
Sn. 
NI.SI.St. 

M .  trnoersi Chathain Island Robin. Ch. { P i 4  Fantail. . 
R h i l d u r a  fi11;g;no.c~~ I h c k  Fanail. NI.S[.St.Ch. 
Mohoun ochrocepl~crlo 

ochrocrl:heln Yellnwhesd. 
14. o. albicilln Whitehead. 
Finschia nooaeseelanrline Rroivn Creeprr. 
Zosterops lateralis White-Eye. 

Piosthrmedern 
riozweseelnndme Tui. 

Anthornis me lnn i /n~  Bell Bird. 
Notiornystis cinct(r Stitch Bird. 
Colein cnrrtncrt1,tn Red Wattle Bird. 
Crendion carrrncrrlat~rs Sddleback. 
Calleas. cineren cinemz Orange-Wattled Crow. 

,. C .  c. wilsoni Blue-Wattled Crow. 
(Chloris chlovis Greenfinch. 
(Fringilln roelebs Chaffinch. 
(C~rn'rrelis mrdrtelis Redpoll. 
( C .  cabaret Goldfinch. 

(Pnsser domcsticus Sparrow. 
( E m  beriza ~~ i t~ i t z e l l u  Yellowhamnier. 
(E.  cir111s Cirl Bunting. 
(Trrrdr~s ericetownr Thrush. 

( T .  m e r d n  

(Acrodotheres tristis 
(Gymnorhina hypoler~ca 
(G .  dbicen 
(Corvns frngilegrts 

Blackbird. 

I-Iedgesparrow. 
Lark. 
Starling. 

Myna. 
White-Backed Magpie. 
Black-Backed Magpie. 
Rook. 

SI.St. 
NI. 
SI.St. 
N1.SI.St.Sn. 

Ch.Au.Ca.M. 

NI.SI.St.Ch.Au. 
NI.SI.St.Au. [Cli.] 
NI. 

NI.Strag.2 
NI.SI.St. 
SI.St. 
NI. 
NI.SI.Ch.) 
NI.SI.St.Au.Ca.) 
N1.SI.St.Ca.Au.M.) 
K.NI.SI.St.Ch. 

Sn.Au.Ca.An.) 
NI.SI.St.Ch.Au. [Ca.) ) 

K.NI.SI.St. 
NISI.) 
NI.SI.St.Sn. 

Ca.Au.M.) 
NI.) 
~ 1 . ~ 1 . )  
SI). 
XISI . )  


