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During research for the upcoming OSNZ checklist 
it came to the attention of the authors that Anthornis 
G.R. Gray, 1840, currently in use as the genus to 
which the New Zealand bellbirds belong, is, in fact, 
a junior synonym of Anthomiza Swainson, 1837.

Under the recently adopted International Code of 
Zoological Nomenclature, the principle of reversal 
of precedence (ICZN 1999: 27, Article 23, clauses 
23.9.1.1 & 23.9.1.2) rules that names in prevailing 
usage must be maintained when the following 
conditions are both met:

“23.9.1.1. the senior synonym or homonym has 
not been used as a valid name after 1899; and

23.9.1.2. the junior synonym or homonym has 
been used for a particular taxon, as its presumed 
valid name, in at least 25 works, published by at 
least 10 authors in the immediately preceding  
50 years and encompassing a span of not less than 
10 years.”

The purpose of this note is to demonstrate that 
these criteria are met in this case. Thus, we propose 
that Anthornis be preserved as a nomen protectum, 
to remain as the generic name in prevailing usage 
for New Zealand bellbirds, and that Anthomiza be 
regarded as a nomen oblitum.

Anthomiza Swainson, 1837 (p. 326). Nomen oblitum.
Type species by original designation: Anthomiza 
caeruleocephala Swainson 1837, nomen novum for Certhia 
melanura Sparrman, 1786. Based on the bird depicted 
in Plate 5 of Sparrman’s (1786) Museum Carlsonianum.

We could find no instance of Anthomiza having 
been used as the valid generic name for New 
Zealand bellbirds since 1899 despite an extensive 
search of both New Zealand and overseas 
references. 

Anthornis G.R. Gray 1840 (p. 15). Nomen protectum.
Type species by original designation: Certhia 
melanura Sparrman, 1786.  Unnecessary nomen 
novum for Anthomiza Swainson, not a junior 
homonym of Anthomyza Fallén, 1810.

Anthomyza G.R. Gray 1840 (p. 15).
Unjustified emendation of Anthomiza Swainson, 
and a junior homonym of Anthomyza Fallén, 1810.

Anthornis has prevailed as the generic name for 
New Zealand bellbirds since Gray (1840) erected 
it as a replacement name for his own unjustified 
emendation of Anthomiza into Anthomyza. The 
name Anthomiza must be considered as the 
“correct original spelling” (ICZN 1999: Article 
32.2). The fact that Swainson’s orthography was 
grammatically incorrect does not constitute a valid 
reason to emend the spelling of Anthomiza (ICZN 
1999: Article 32.5.1). 

Despite being the result of a confusion, Anthornis 
was accepted by contemporary authorities (e.g., 
Gray 1862, 1871; Hutton 1871; Sclater 1886; Buller 
1873, 1888) and, to the best of our knowledge, all 
other subsequent workers (e.g., Mathews 1930, 
1931, 1946). Twenty-five of the most important 
publications that use this generic name in the last 50 
years are: Falla et al. 1966; Salomonsen 1967; Kinsky 
1970; Wolters 1979; Gill 1980; Clout & Gaze 1984; 
Craig & MacMillen 1985; Robertson 1985; Craig & 
Douglas 1986; Bartle & Sagar 1987; Rasch & Craig 
1988; Sibley & Munroe 1990; Turbott 1990; Innes & 
Hay 1991; Heather et al. 1996; Castro & Robertson 
1997; Clements 2000; Holdaway et al. 2001; Murphy 
& Kelly 2001; Fitzgerald & Gibb 2001; Higgins et al. 
2001; Worthy & Holdaway 2002; Anderson & Craig 
2003; Dickinson 2003; Driskell & Christidis 2004.

We can find no original description for Anthomiza 
caeruleocephala other than that given on page 327 in 
Swainson first volume of his “Natural history and 
classification of birds” (1837) viz “A. caeruleocephala. 
Mus. Carl. i. pl. 5”. On page 201 and 202 of the same 
volume he states:

“The specific names, placed under each group are 
not always those by which the bird is mentioned in 
the work referred to; for many of the names used 
by these authors, even when good, have not the 
claim of priority, or the birds have not been placed 
in the group under which they here stand: the 
nomenclature, therefore, must be rather considered 
our own, than that of the authors quoted; since, in 
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such cases, we have used their figures as references 
only, without adopting their nomenclature.  
Where original specific names are not erroneous, 
or otherwise objectionable, we have, as a matter 
of course, always retained them; choosing,  
where necessary, such as have the additional claim 
of priority.”

Therefore, we conclude that the description given 
by Swainson (1837, p. 327) is in fact the original 
description of Anthomiza caeruleocephala. Thus, 
Anthomiza caeruleocephala Swainson, 1837 is a junior 
synonym of Anthornis melanura (Sparrman 1786).

LITERATURE CITED
Anderson S.H.; Craig, J.L. 2003. Breeding biology of 

bellbirds (Anthornis melanura) on Tiritiri Matangi Island. 
Notornis 50: 75-82.

Bartle, J.A.; Sagar, P.M. 1987. Interspecific variation in the 
New Zealand Bellbird Anthornis melanura. Notornis 34: 
253-306.

Buller, W. L. 1873. A history of the birds of New Zealand.  
London, John van Voorst.

Buller, W.L. 1888. A history of the birds of New Zealand (2nd 
edition), volume 2. London, Author.

Castro, I.; Robertson, A.W. 1997. Honeyeaters and the New 
Zealand forest flora: the utilisation and profitability of 
small flowers. New Zealand Journal of Ecology 21: 169-179.

Clements, J.F. 2000. Birds of the world: A checklist (5th 
edition). London, Pica.

Clout, M.N.; Gaze, P.D. 1984. Effects of plantation forestry 
on birds in New Zealand. Journal of Applied Ecology 21: 
795-815.

Craig, J.L.; Douglas, M.E. 1986. Resource distribution, 
aggressive asymmetries and variable access to resources 
in the nectar feeding bellbird. Behavioral Ecology and 
Sociobiology 18: 231-240.

Craig, J.L.; MacMillen, R.E. 1985. Honeyeater ecology: an 
introduction. New Zealand Journal of Zoology 12: 565-568.

Dickinson, EC, 2003. The Howard and Moore complete 
checklist of the birds of the world. (3rd edition). Princeton, 
Princeton University Press.

Driskell, A.C.; Christidis, L, 2004. Systematics and 
evolution of the honeyeaters (Meliphagidae). Molecular 
Phylogenetics and Evolution 31: 943-960.

Falla, R.A.; Sibson, R.B.;Turbott, E.G. 1966. A field guide to 
the birds of New Zealand. London. Collins

Fallén CF, 1810. Specimen entomologicum novam Diptera 
disponendi methodum exhibens quod Conf. Ampl. Facult. 
Phil. Lund, publicae disquisitioni subjiciunit ... In Lyceo 
Carolino die IX Junii MDCCX. Lund, Berlingianis.

Fitzgerald, B.M.; Gibb, J.A. 2001. Introduced mammals 
in a New Zealand forest: long-term research in the 
Orongorongo Valley. Biological Conservation 99: 97-108.

Gill, B.J., 1980. Abundance, feeding, and morphology 
of passerine birds at Kowhai Bush, Kaikoura, New 
Zealand. New Zealand Journal of Zoology 7: 235-246.

Gray, G.R.1840. A list of the genera of birds, with an indication 
of the typical species of each genus. London, Author.

Gray, G.R. 1862. A list of the birds of New Zealand and the 
adjacent islands.  The Ibis (1st Series) 4: 214-252.

Gray, G.R. 1871. Hand-list of genera and species of birds 
distinguishing those contained in the British Museum.  Part 
3. London, British Museum.

Heather, B.D.; Robertson, H.A.; Onley, D.J. 1996. The field 
guide to the birds of New Zealand. Auckland, Viking.

Higgins, P.J., Peter, J.M.; Steele, W.K.(eds.). 2001. Handbook 
of Australian, New Zealand and Antarcti birds. Volume 
5: Tyrant Flycatchers to Chats. Melbourne, Oxford 
University Press.

Holdaway, R.N.; Worthy, T.H.; Tennyson, A.J.T. 2001. 
A working list of breeding bird species of the New 
Zealand region at first human contact. New Zealand 
Journal of Zoology 28: 119-187.

Hutton, F.W. 1871. Catalogue of the birds of New Zealand with 
diagnoses of the species.  Wellington, Geological Survey of 
New Zealand.

Innes, J.G.; Hay, J.R. 1991. The interactions of New Zealand 
forest birds with introduced fauna. Acta XX Congressus 
Internationalis Ornithologici 20: 2523- 2533.

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature 
(1999). International Code of Zoological Nomenclature. 
4th edition. The International Trust for Zoological 
Nomenclature, London.

Kinsky, F.C. (Convener). 1970. Annotated checklist of the 
birds of New Zealand. 2nd. edition. Auckland, Reed.

Murphy, D.J.; Kelly, D. 2001. Scarce or distracted? Bellbird 
(Anthornis melanura) foraging and diet in an area of 
inadequate mistletoe pollination. New Zealand Journal of 
Ecology 25: 69-81.

Mathews, G.M. 1930. Systema Avium Australasianarum, 
Part II.  London, British Ornithologists Union.

Mathews, G.M. 1931. A list of the birds of Australasia. 
London, Taylor & Francis.

Mathews, G.M. 1946. A working list of the Australian birds, 
including the Australian quadrant and New Zealand. 
Sydney, Shepherd & Newman.

Rasch, G.; Craig, J.L. 1988. Partitioning of nectar resources 
by New Zealand honeyeaters. New Zealand Journal of 
Zoology 15: 185-190.

Robertson, C.J.R. (ed.). 1985. Readers Digest complete book of 
New Zealand birds. Sydney: Readers Digest.

Salomonson, F. 1967. Family Meliphagidae. Pp. 338-450 in 
Paynter, R.A. (ed.) Checklist of birds of the world. Volume 
XII. Cambridge, Museum of Comparative Zoology.

Sclater, P.L. 1886. Catalogue of birds in the British Museum. 
Vol. XI, Passeriformes. London, British Museum.

Sibley, C.G.; Munroe, B.L. Jr 1990. Distribution and taxonomy 
of birds of the world. New Haven, Yale University Press.

Sparrman, A. 1786. Museum Carlsonianum. In quo Novas 
et Selectas Aves, Coloribus ad vivum brevique descriptione 
illustratas, Suasu et Sumtibus Generosissimi Possessoris. 
Holmiae, Typographia Regia

Swainson, W. 1837. On the natural history and classification 
of birds. Volume Two. In Lardner, D. (ed.). The cabinet 
cyclopedia. London, Longman, Rees, Orme, Brown, 
Green, Longman and John Taylor.

Turbott, E.G. (Convener). 1990. Checklist of the birds of New 
Zealand and the Ross Dependency, Antarctica. 3rd. edition. 
Auckland, Random Century & OSNZ.

Wolters, H.E. 1979. Die Vogelarten der Erde, Vol 4. Hamburg 
& Berlin: Paul Parey

Worthy T.H.; Holdaway R.N. 2002. The lost world of the 
moa: Prehistoric life of New Zealand. Indiana, Indiana 
University Press.

Keywords   New Zealand bellbird; Anthornis; nomen 
protectum; Anthomiza; nomen oblitum; International 
Code of Zoological Nomenclature

172  Short Note


