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SHORT NOTE

First record of Salvin’s albatross (Thalassarche salvini) on 
the Patagonian Shelf

Received 21 July 2006; accepted 31 October 2006

The Patagonian Shelf extends from Uruguay in 
the north to the Strait of Magellan in the south and 
reaches a maximal width of some 850 km in its 
southern part and covers an area of c.2.7 million 
km2

Falklands/Malvinas Current, the Patagonian Shelf 
resources provide rich year-round foraging grounds 

for squid (Loligo gahi, Illex argentinus) and a variety 
Merluccius spp.), 

Atlantic anchovy (Engraulis anchovita), kingclip 
(Genypterus blacodes
(Dissostichus eleginoides) (Bakun 1993; Croxall & 
Wood 2002; Bastida et al. 2005). 

The overlap of foraging grounds of seabirds and 

those using longlines, has resulted in the incidental by-

et al. 1999; Tasker et 
al
among albatrosses, has been deemed the major threat 
to the survival of many albatross populations (Gales 
1998). It is important in this context, that the global 
ranges of threatened, or potentially threatened, species 

One of the species threatened by pelagic 
longlining operations is Salvin’s albatross 
(Thalassarche salvini). Most Salvin’s albatrosses 
breed on small islands south of New Zealand; at the 
Bounty Islands (47°7’S, 174°0’E) where the breeding 
population of < 31000 pairs is by far the largest 
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concentration of Salvin’s albatrosses (Gales 1998). 
Some Salvin’s albatrosses nest also at The Snares 
Is and the Chatham Is and a few pairs have been 
recorded at the Crozet Islands, Indian Ocean (Onley 
& Bartle 1999; Brooke 2004). The global population 
of Salvin’s albatrosses appears to have declined 

years, the magnitude of the change in the population 

Salvin’s albatrosses are listed as Vulnerable because 
of their restricted breeding range (IUCN 2002). 

As ocean wanderers, Salvin’s albatrosses 
travel great distances on their foraging trips, 
particularly outside their breeding season. At-sea 
observations have showed that Salvin’s albatrosses 
are widely distributed throughout the Indian 

along the western coast of South America has been 
summarized recently by Arata (2003). These birds 

western South America, where they are found in 
near-equatorial waters up to 6° S (Spear et al. 2003; 
Taylor 2000; Brooke 2004). Juveniles are present 

while adults are seen mainly over the continental 
shelves of New Zealand (38°S) and Tasmania (50°S) 
(Onley & Bartle 1999). Although this albatross is 
sometimes observed in the South Atlantic (Taylor 
2000; Brooke 2004), there are few records known 
from this region. 

In recent years, incidental observations of 
Salvin’s albatrosses in various parts of the southern 
oceans have established that their range is more 
extensive than previously thought. In 2003, a single 
Salvin’s albatross noted on Sand Island (Midway 



50 Short note

Atoll, 28°12’N, 177°23’W) (Robertson et al. 2005) 

Similarly, a Salvin’s albatross sighted on Gonzalo 
Island (Diego Ramirez group, 56°31’S, 68°44’W) was 

Ramirez/Cape Horn Region, Chile (Arata 2003).
On 10 Mar 2006, a Salvin’s albatross was seen 

Argentina) in 47°39’S, 64°53’W (Fig. 1). The sight-
ing was made opportunistically while onboard 
the longliner FV Argenova XV. The bird had a grey 
mantle, back, and head; its crown and chin were 
pale grey. The rump and undersides were white, 
and the upper wings black. The bill was pale grey 
with a yellow ridge and a blackish tip on the man-
dible, and a relatively bright yellow tip to the max-
illa (Fig. 2). The yellow markings on the beak indi-
cated that the albatross was an adult. The Salvin’s 
albatross was 1st noticed when it was preening on 
surface among several black-browed albatrosses 
(Thalassarche melanophrys), southern giant petrels 
(Macronectes giganteus), a few Wilson’s storm petrels 
(Oceanites oceanicus), and some great shearwater 
( ). Initially, the albatross was about 20 

circles behind the vessel; it landed several times and 
continued preening, but did not come close to the 
vessel again. The bird remained near the ship for 
about 1.5 h.

This is the 1st record of Salvin’s albatross in 
the southern Atlantic Ocean. Its presence suggests 
that this albatross species occurs not only over the 

(see Brooke 2004), but also ventures around Cape 
Horn onto the Patagonian Shelf. The only published 
record of Salvin’s albatrosses in the wider region 
to date was of 2 adults sighted on the Malvinas/
Falkland Is region (White et al. 1999). 

This record extends the known at-sea 
distribution of Salvin’s albatross, and suggests that 

operations in the southern Atlantic as well as in its 

mitigation techniques to reduce the incidental by-
catch of Salvin’s albatrosses and other seabirds.
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Fig. 2  Salvin’s albatross (Thalassarche salvini), Patagonian Shelf, 10 Mar 2006. 


