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FIELD STUDY COURSE AT FAREWELL SPIT 
22-29/1/ 1961 

Hjr B .  1). UELI., H .  I i . I\~CKI:'A~%IE Q H.  I I .  .SIRSON 

Ever since the visit to Farewell Spit on 16/10/4(i by K. H. D. 
Sticlolph, and his account of it (" Neru Zenlnnr l  B i d  ATol'c:s," I l l ,  64-67), 
several members of the Ornithological Society have cl~erislled an am- 
bition to explore thoroughly this remote region. In 1960 B.D.B. offered 
to organise ;I course for ,January, I96l. T h e  offer was accepted with 
erltl~usiasm and was strongly b;~cketl by the Wildlile Division of the 
Iuternal Affairs Dept., for whonl H.D.H. is Chief Field OHicer. T h e  
sclmnc became a j o i ~ ~ t  effort, M'iltllife supplying three of its field 
staff (a11 nlembers of O.S.N.Z.), the use 01' a Landrover for beach 
work, ;I tent, ampin:; gear, ctc., while O.S.N.Z. supplied all other 
tr;lnsport ;1nt1 I';~cilitics. Wildlife was i~r~xious to p i n  information on 
the I~irtl lilc o l  the Spit ant1 was \;cry generous 111 the s h r c  it took 
in thc untlcrtaking. 

Haviltg. nict ;I (  Nelso~l on the 111nrning 01 Jan. 21, the party 
u;t\~cllctl north-west to the Ix~se of the Spit ; I L  I'upongi~. It  consistccl 
o I  Mcsdan~es Pntrici;~ I:ooks, Auck.; M;~rg ;~~ .c t  i\lcGr;~th, Wgtn.; Hetty 
McKenzie, C:lcvetlon: Mius lh ro thy  Gr;~ntli;~m, Inverc;~r~i l l ;  Messrs. 
A. Blackburn (l'resiclent) , K.  Hlackbur~~,  I). V. M e r t o ~ ~  (W~ldlile) , Gis- 
Imrne; R. H. Sibson, K. 1-1. Sibson, M. ,I.  Hogg, Auck.; H. K. McKenzic, 
Cleveclon; h.1. J. Imber, Hawera; 1 .  G. Andrew, l'alm. Nth.; 1:. C. Kinsky, 
I<. K. Wihlin, Wgtn.; H. 1). Hell (Wildlife) , Hlcnliein~: 1'. Hartley-Smith 
(Wildlife) . Grey~l~outh ;  It:. I(. S. Kowe, K;tngior;~; 1). H. Brathwaite, 

<:hristcliurch; nineteen in all. Mr. S. LV. Freeinan, who f:trnis a t  the 
Ijasc o l  the Spit, Il;~d promised the use 01 his woolshed. 'l'lie party 
i~rrivctl to find the woolslled thoroughly clei~ncd out and a new tank 
1:uIl o l  water on ;I trailer stantling by. This  was typical of the many 
kindnesses shown by the Freemall I'amily. Iiitchen and storeroom were 
set up at one end of the shed, wit11 sleeping clu;irters in the compart- 
ments round the sides. leaving ;I large open space in the micl~llc. Two 
tcnts were pitched in an idcal spot nearby, the occupants being greeted 
itt once by a Yellow-breasted Ti t .  Throughout the course everyone, in 
c;~nip and field, worked with ;I will and the harn~onious spirit could 
hitrtlly have Ixen excelletl. 

Reports quoted by K. H. I). Sticlolph, 1948, l r o n ~  Mr. Jamcs 
1)rummond's " N:~ture Notes" in the " Auckland Weekly News," one 
Ily I.. L. lieclick, 1919, one b y  H. 1'. W;~sllbourne at some earlier date, 
and the account by 1.1. Guthie-Smith, 1924, in his book, " Sorrows and 
Joys 01 ;I New %eal;~nd Naturalist," indicate that great changes in the 
nature of the Spit li;~vc taken place. \Yith suc:Ii an exposed and 
unstable terrain this is to be expected and such changes will continue. 
At present there are roughly three zones, each running For most of the 
length of the Spit. T h e  outer zone inmediately above the firm sand 
of the ocean beach is composed of barc moving sandhills. T h e  broad 
central zone is largely vast sandflats, some being of hundreds of acres, 
interspersed with both bare and growtll-covered sandhills, while near 
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each end the more consolidated ground is thickly scrub-covered. Through 
gaps in the outer sandhills on either side the biggest tides reach the 
levels of the inner zone and it was a little surprising to find large 
pieces of driftwood carried into the very heart of the Spit. The  inner 
zone, or south side, is mostly of consolidated dunes, covered with a 
mixed growth of lupin, pohuehue, toetoe, marramgrass, rush, cassinia, 
gorse, sand plants and some grasses and weeds. Some of the inner flats 
between these dunes and the broad inner sand flats are consolidated 
and have a sward of sheep-cropped maritime plants, especially sam@us 
and selliera, dotted with rushes. From the inner high tide-mark extends 
southward a vast area of tideflat, first of salicornia, then of zrustenq 
with large areas of bare sand, the main feeding ground of the waders 
and waterfowl. High spring tides, combined with heavy rain, had 
flooded large areas of the inner flats to a depth of a few inches. 
Most of this water disappeared in a few days. Nearer the base of the 
Spit there are small lakes and ponds which are virtually permanent, 
the largest of these, three miles up the Spit, providing quite a distinct 
habitat. Beyond the Lighthouse (16 biles from base) a sand area 
extends to what earlier naturalists have called " Shelly Hanks," then 
far on under the sea into Cook Strait. The portion of the Spit that 
is above the ordinary tides is half to three-quarters of a tnile wide, the 
greatest. width being at the Lighthouse and at the base. I t  is grazed 
by cattle and sheep and a few odd deer. The grazing seems to be 
aiding consolidation and to be therefore beneficial, but if not wisely 
handled could easily cause clamage. 

The accounts of Stidolph ol his trip in 1946 and of H. Guthrie- 
Smith, 1924. indicate the clifficul~y of birdwatching in this large area. 
I t  is still difficult today. The outer beach can be negotiated only 
with a four-wheel drive vehicle and only at low tide. The  inner beach 
is negotiable only for about six miles, but at all times except high 
tide. Therefore on the census clay the two young men who were 
dropped at the Lighthouse, at sixteen miles, had to cover the ground 
for two miles further on, wait until the high tide had driven the birds 
up, then work back three miles going back and forth across the Spit 
until .they reached the area of the next party and walk on down to 
the six mile mark on the inner side to be picked up. Others had little 
less to accomplish. I t  is not armchair bird-watching. Great credit is 
due to the ladies and the several boys who kept pace with mature men 
in the long hours of hard marching for so many days. All three authors 
had made previous even if hurried investigations of the Spit, that of 
B. D. Bell being shortly before the course and more comprehensive. 
An essential factor was the tireless and skilful handling oE the Land- 
rover by T. Hartley-Smith (" Coldie "), always cheerful and helpful in 
his sometimes exacting task. 

The  first two days were occupied in studying feeding grounds 
and flight-lines and finding out where the birds rested at high tide. 
Parties were taken up the outer beach up to ten miles and the inner 
beach to six miles. The  less experienced observers were helped by 
the leaders to improve their techniques at counting and identifying. 
Large flocks had of course to be estimated. Thus where the number 
of a species is shown as 808, it could mean that two.flocks were estimated 
at-400 each and a party of 8 was seen also. 

b he spring tides were lessening, so it was decided that' the census, 
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the vital operation, should take place on the third day, 24/1/61. .It 
had been found that the birds came up  into the central sand flats 
anywhere from two miles above the base to the vicinity of the tip, so 
sixteen miles had to be covered. Also the decreasing tides allowed 
more birds every day to rest on the southern Hats next to the inner 
side so that the long inner tideline had to be included. T h e  census 
clay fortunately was fairly cloudy, with a moderate breeze, so that 
conditions were good for counting and for travel on the sand. Teams 
were put off at their stations as follows:- 

2 to  4 miles, D.H.H. and R.H.S.; 4 to 6 ,  A.B. ;lnd P.F.; 6 to 8, 
K.K. and T.H.S.; 8 to 11, K.H.S. ;IIKI D.G.; 11 to 13, M.J,H, alone; 
13 to  15, M.J.I. and K.B.; 15 to 18, I.G.A. and D.V.M.; 10 to  17, inner 
beach, B.D.B. and K.K.W.; 6 to 10, inner beach, F.C.K. and M.McG. 

T h e  leader is mentioned first in each case T h e  McKenzies were 
based at the six mile point to assist generally. T h e  upper teams were 
taken up  the outer beach first :md the lower ones u p  as far as the six 
mile point on the inner beach later. Each team waited for " zero hour," 
erected a big tripod of c1rift.wood to show where its zone began and 
then worked homeward until reaching the tripod mark of the next 
te:tln. T h e  very satisfactory result is shown on the chart. In a few 
cases the figure shown is that ol' ;I thy other than the census, when ;I 
larger count was obtained. For instance. 18 Long-billed Curlews were 
seen together on 2211d, t)ut only 0 on 21tl1, the census clay. T h e  full 
details of the c:ensus ant! the notes of the o t l~cr  (lays 11:tve been charted 
in detail, copies to be kept by Wiltllife :111(1 C1.S.N.Z. for the use of 
:my subsequent expeditions. 

RAKE l%iKI)S 
\iVllile olxervations were being made on the numbers and be- 

haviour of the more familiar shorebirds, some exciting rarities were 
identified and carefully studied by many members of the party. T h e  
first Mongolian Dotterel (Chnmdrius mongolus) to be recorded in New 
Zealantl was found and reported by M. J .  Hogg, a schoolboy of 16 years, 
who, on two subsequent days took groups to the sheltered flat a t  the 
I3 miles to the spot constantly favoured by this bird. A surprising 
episode was the sighting of a White-capped Noddy (Anous mmutus) 
on the outer beach sitting among White-fror:ted Terns. T h e  speeding 
truck was brought to a sudden halt and the occupants tumbled out in 
time to see the bird fly slowly past them out to  sea. It  was later found 
that Mr. Claude Wilkins of Collingwoocl Motors had seen it  earlier in 
the clay on the beach with a party of Oystercatchers. H e  has been 
driving a truck up  the outer beach to the Lighthouse once a week and 

m o r e  frequently in the tourist season, for fifteen years, but had not 
seen such a bird before. T h e  O.S.N.Z. party was therefore lucky 
indeed. Other rare birds were :I Little Whimbrel (Numenius mitautus) 
identified by B. D. Bell: a Pomarine Skua (Stercoutrius pomnrinus), 
studied by R. R.  Sibson and others; a Grey Plover (Plurinlis squatarola), 
first found and identified by M. J .  Imber and seen subsequently by 
various olxervers under most favourable conditions; a Black-tailed God- 
wit, race not determined, seen by F. C. Kinsky; and a Black Stilt 
(Himantopus nouaezenlnn.dine), which frequented a lagoon towards the 
base of the Spit. Two Curlew Sandpipers, located only on 22nd January, 
seem t o - b e  the first recorded in the South Island since the collecting 
clays of Edgar Stead. 
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SEA BlRDS 

.As soon as i t  was realisecl that great numbers of sea-birds, 
especially petrels, could often be seen off the north coast, a watch was 
kept as far as possible. Fluttering She;~rwaters were sometin~es present 
in thousands. Among other species which came sufficiently close to be 
accurately identified were Wandering Albatross, Sooty Shearwaters, 
Buller's Shearwaters ( 4 ) ,  Fairy Prion (SO+) , Diving Petrel. Large 
dark Petrels which could not be certainly identified were probably 
Flesh-footed, Grey-faced or even Westland Black. Gannets regularly 
fished these waters, but numbers are hard to estimate from, e.g. 12 
sightings in one day. One Little Blue Penguin was on the beach alive. 
A few Fluttering Shearwaters and Fairy Prions were found dead; also 
one Broad-billed Prion and one Diving Petrel. 

WATERFOWL AND MARSH BIRDS 

BLACK SHAG - T h e  common big shag of the Spit. No Spotted or  
Pied Shags were observed. 

WHITE-THKOBTEL) SHAG - Not common along the Spit but plenti- 
ful from I'uponga to Colling~vootl. Up t o  90 coming in at dusk 
to roost in tall kanuka beside pond on Freenlan's fitrm. Among 
them were a lew o f  the light-bellied phase. 

WHITE-FACED HERON - For:iges wiclcly over the zostera Rats, gather- 
ing into Ilocks on ~11e  ir111er side ;I[ high ticlc. 

AUSTRALIAN H I I T E R N  - Three on permanent lagoon : ~ t  3 miles. 
An odd pair or two c:oulcl well breed. 

BLACK SWAN - Scattered all over the vast inner ticleflats, these 
could not be counted. They could only be dealt with from the 
air. No llew or old nests were I'ound. 

GREY DUCK AND MALLAKD - Those seen up the Spit were Grey 
but the larger numbers near the b:rse consisted of Grey, hybrids, 
and a rather small proportion of true h,Iallard. 

AUSTRALlAN HAKRlEl l  - Alw:~ys a few along the Spit. Odd pairs 
certainly breed. 

WESTERN WEKA - One of the characteristic birds o f  the Spit. 
Numbers difficult to estimate; probably hundreds. A deserted cow- 
trampled nest had held four eggs. 

PUKEKO - .-\ family party of five was seen near the 3 mile pond at 
dusk ;IS they emerged from tile s:intlhills to feed on the zostera 
fiats. Odd pairs occur elsewhere in the wetter swamps. 

SKUAS, GU L.LS, TERNS 

POMAKINE SKUA - One. evidently an inuuature bird of the pale 
phase, was identified by its larger size, conspicuous wing patches and 
pale rump. (v. Serventy X. TiVhittell. Birds of Western Australia. 
140). 

ARCTIC SKUA - Not uncommon in Cook Strait. Odd birds- were to 
be seen among the Shearwaters of  the northern beach. Others 
rather surprisingly came in over the zostera flats, and sometimes 
settled. (cf. Fleming iVolornis 7'111 236). 
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BLACK-BACKED GULL - Sc;~~tcretl  tl~rougllout, making an  estimated 
popul;~tion of c.200. A Icw pairs were still ;it nests in the sand- 
hills wit11 big downy chicks ict thc running stage. At Shelly Banks 
c.25 adults and several well-grown young wcrc the last of what 
appears to be the biggest brccdil~g colony. 

RED-HILLED GULL - Scattcretl throughout but no sign of breed- 
ing, though so reported by Kctlick in 1919 and l'ountl with nests 
and eggs at  Shelly Banks by Stidolph on ICi/lO/lG. 

BLACK-BILLED GULL - Scattcred in small parties, lingering 
especially about the sl~irllow lagoons; but n o  evidence of breeding. 
In 1921 Guthrie-Smith found some ti~ousancls nesting on Bird 
Islantl near Collingwood anti his photograph (Sorrows and Joys 
of a N.Z. Naturalist. 11. 48) shows Black-billed Gulls among the 
Whitc-fronted Terns. 

BL/-\CK-FRONTED TEKN - i\ Icw were scen every day. They seemed 
to drift in from the south and to bc passing along the Spit, though 
none was seen to fly out to sea. T h c  nearest known breeding 
grounds arc on  the upper reaches of thc Wairau above the Wash 
Bridgc, some 80 miles to the south. Many of the Black-fronted 
Terns which winter OII  the west coast of Wellington could well 
rc;~ch their destination via Farewcll Spit, which lies conveniently 
on onc route. I t  would be interesting to know how many, if any, 
winter on  the Spit. 

CASPIAN T E R N  Kedick in 1919, Guthrie-Smith in 1924, Stidolph 
in 1946, found them nesting a t  Shelly Banks. When I.G.A. and 
D.V.M. visited this area only 22 birds and one late chick were 
present, and nesting was over. Otherwise Caspian Terns were 
thinly spread along both sides of the Spit, gathering into small 
groups to  rest. 

WHITE-FRONTED T E K N  - At intervals all the way up  the outer 
beach therc were usually small flocks of resting birds, but  numbers 
varied from day to day, the biggest tally being 1085. Many were 
often fishing out to sea. I t  is difficult to know how much significance 
should be attached to these figures, viz. Jan. 22, 0-10 miles, 18, 
including one banded bird; J a n .  23, 0-10 miles, 14; Jan. 24, 0-18 
miles, 602; Jan. 27, 0-13 ~niles, 1085. As there are substantial 
colonies in Westland, it is possible that some of these birds were 
moving north or preparing to cross the Tasman to Australia. T h e  
percentage of birds o l  this season was very sm;tll. I.G.A. and 
I1.V.M. reported no White-frontcd Terns a t  Shelly Banks whcrc 
Kcclick in 1919 reported breeding, iitltl Stitlolph found 800 starting 
to nest in 1946, though Guthrie-Smith found none in 1921. How- 
ever, these Terns are notoriously capricious and irregular in their 
breeding. Bird Island near Collingwood where Guthrie-Smith 
estimated it coIony of 12,000 - 15,000 pairs has been eroded away. 

WHITE-CAPPED NODDY - After a visit to the ' 13 mile ' to study 
the Mongolian Dotterel on 27/1/61, a party was returning along 
the open beach by Landrover, when H.K.McK. noticed this smallish 
black tern sitting among White-fronted Terns and called "Goldie" 
to an abrupt halt. -4s everyone piled out the  tern Hew strongly 
up-wind past the rear of the rruck and out to s c ~  T h e  silvery 
whiteness ol' its forehead and forccrown co11lr;lsting with tile general 



COUNTS OF WADERS, 
Dates - Jnntiarq 

Iuitinls oi Census Teams 

Miles (Sections of Spit) 

S.I. Pied Oystercatcher . 
Norther11 Oystercatcher . 
Black Oystercatcher . . 
Gray Plover . . . .  
Pacific Golden Plover . . 
Bar~ded Dotterel . . . .  
Mongoliau Dctterel . . 
New Zealand Dotterel . . 
Wryhill . . . . . .  
Long-billed Curlew . . 
Little M'himbrel . . . .  
Asiatic \\:himhrel . . . .  
Bar-tailed Godwit . . 
Black-tailed Godwit ( sp?)  
Turustone . . . . . .  
Knot . . . . . . . .  
Sharp-tailed %ll'dpiper . . 
Curlew Sandpiper . . 
Red-necked Stint . . . .  
Pied Stilt . . . . . . .  
Black Stilt . . . . . .  
Pouurine S km . . . .  
Arctic Skua . . . .  
%lnck-hacked Gull . . . .  
Red-hilled Cull . . . .  
Black-billed Gull . . . .  
Black-ironted Tern . . 
Caspian Tern . . . .  
White-fronted Tern . . 
Wlde-capped Noddy . . 

GULLS & TERNS - FAREWELL SPIT, 22 - 28 January 

K.H.S. A B  
I).H.B P.F. 
2-4 4-6 

R.B.S 
U.C. 

8-11 - 
7 C 

3 
14C 

4 

21 
900 

160 
1050 

iinly 
4 5 
40 

24 - CENSUS 

ar.3.r 
R.B. 

L3-1: 
75 

20G 

1 
1 

110 

8 0 
8 0 

F C.K. B.D.B. Truck 
[:G.A. M. McC R.R.W Party 
).Y.N I 1 . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 1  Inner I Outer Totals 

- 
2048 

1 
2 3 
1 

30 
1088 

1 
4 
2 9 
9 
1 

2 1 
7720 - 
808 

,7370 - 
- 
9 
18 - 

5 
c200 
199 
101 

5 
8 6 
602 

Bigges 
Daily 
Tally 

- 
2048 
1 

4 2 
1 

30 
1088 

1 
5 

29 
18 
1 

2 1 
77'20 

1 
808 

17370 
2 
2 
9 
18 
1 
1 
5 

200 
199 
101 
5 

8 6 
1085 

1 
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sootiness of its plumage make this a very striking bird. This tropical 
specics which breeds as near to New Zealand as the Kermadecs and 
Norfolk Island has not previously been recorded from the South 
1sl;rntl and indeed has only once been reported from the North 
Island (v. Notornis V I ,  176), when on 10/10/53 a single gale- 
driven vagrant sought reEugc in a trce at  South ILaipara Heads. 

WADEKS 
SOUTH ISLAND PIED OYSTERCATCHEK - This  was by far the 

most nuinerous of the indigenous waders, the number being over 
2,000. There were further parties of c.1,200 at Pakawau and 
many in Westhaven Inlet which did not come to the Spit, though 
it is locally reported that they d o  so when tides are extremely high. 
Thcse oystercatchers do not breed on the Spit. Guthrie-Smith said 
that at the time of his visit they had already nested. T h e  number 
of unemployed birds which are always present may have led him 
to believe that they nested there, or he may have meant that they 
had nested elsewhere. In the height of the breeding season on 
5/ 11/58 H.K.Mcl<. counted 11 1 scattered along the ocean beach 
up  to the Lighthouse, definitely not breeding. Recent research 
has shown that this bird does not breed until it is two or three 
years old and large Hocks of immature non-breeders occur during 
the breeding season in suitable localities throughout New Zealand. 

BLACK OYSTEKCATCHER - A few pairs breed on the Spit, mostly 
at  the western end. Among those breeding, which now had well- 
grown young, was one smudgy bird of the variety known as 
" wischeki." A similar bird was seen there by H.R.McK. on 
5/11/58. Most of the 42 seen were at  the base of the Spit and 
were probably from- the rocky outside coast, where they frequently 
congregate on the reefs below Fossil Point. 

GKEY PLOVER - Rctween Jan. 22 and 26 this bird appeared to 
resort d.nily at  full tide to the same stretch of shore on  the edge 
of the zostera flats. As it was not unduly shy or wary, excellent 
views were obtained by several members of the team. O n  one 
occasion when a Pacific Golden Plover was standing conveniently 
near, i t  was seen that the Grey Plovcr was not only a greyer bird 
but was also distinctly bigger and robuster looking. When it was 
forced to fly, the diagnostic black itxillaries and white rump werc 
easily and clearly visible. 

This  is only the third definite record ol' this cos~nopolit;~n 
arctic breeding species in N.Z., the second having been made only 
a few days earlier a t  Grassmere (v. 11. 172). According to Shi~r- 
land the Grey Plover is a very rare visitor to Tasmania. 

PACIFIC GOLDEN PLOVER - Found only in scattered small groups. 
T h e  Spit cloes not seem to provide the type of habitat which these 
plovers like when they are in the bigger flocks which occur else- 
where in  N.Z. 

BANDED D O T T E R E L  - As these were scattered throughout in loose 
flocks, numbers were difficult to assess. N o  dense concentrations 
were found. I t  is likely that many were on passage. I t  would 
be  interesting to  know how many winter there. One pair on 
territory appeared to have hidden young. Some hundreds some- 
times fed in  the green paddocks of Freeman's farm. 



NEW ZEALAND DO.I'TEKEL - Farewcll Spit appears to be a suitable 
breeding place. T h e  occurrence oE this r i m  dotterel here is of 
co~~sitlerable interest, because none arc known to l~rcctl I~ctwecn 
the province of Ai~ckl;tnd ; ~ n d  the region of Fovei~nx Strait. All 
seen were in pale plum;~ge. 

hfONGOLlAN DOTTEKEL - :\ s i ~ ~ @ e  specimen o l  this new addition 
to the New Zcaland list is dcscrlbetl elsewhere. As this dotterel 
is well known in south-easter~~ Australia, its occurrence in N.Z. is 
not altogether surprising. 

WKYBILL - A few Wrybills in ,juvenile or worn breeding dress wcrc 
scattered about the shallow lagoo~~s .  Their  presence in late January 
tends to confirm an ei~rlier suspicion ( N o i o ~ n i s  V I I I ,  164 and 261). 
that Farewell Spit is it regular stopping place, a t  least lor some 
Wrybills, on their annual n~igration to the North Island. 

LONG-BILLED CURLEW - T h e  llock of 18 was the biggest so 
far recordccl in New Zei~l;~ntl. Such numl~ers on Farewell Spit 
may not he exceptional ;IS IS were seen there in  1958 on the 
outer bcach by H.h,I.McK. ;~nt l  H.R.hdcI<. i ~ n d  the bird is common 
in Tasmania. 

L I T T L E  WHlRlHKEL - I'hcre are few records in N.Z. of this ,arctic 
wader which according to some authors is the Siberian race of the 
near-extinct Eskimo Curlew (N. Dorenlis) of North America. Though 
regular migrants to Queenslancl in some numbers, Little Whimbrels 
are seldom reported i n  south-eastern Australia and the bird is so 
rare in  N.Z. that the definite sighting of one as it rested alone on 
mud near salicor~xin is an event o f  some note. Amongst Pacific 
Golden Plover, a Little Whimbrel could easily be overlooked. 

ASIATIC WHIMBREL - 'I'his Hock of 21, by far the biggest so far 
recorded in New Zealand was seen on several days i n  the same 
locality as the tide came in. Whimbrels could be expected annually 
on the Spit. These were closely examined in case there was ;I 

dark-rumped American Whimbrel with them. 
EASTERN BAR-TAILED G O D W I T  - It is considered that the count 

of 17,720 was well made. even though large flocks had to be estim- 
ated. There wcre about 200 more at  Pakawau and some at  West- 
haven Inlet. T h e  total, though large, is rather smaller t l ~ a n  some 
menhers of the party hat1 been led to expect. 

BLACK-T241LEI) GODW17' -- One seen b y  F.C.K. in flight but  the 
sub-species could not be cletcrmincd. So far all South Islantl 
records of Black-tailed Gotlwits have bcen of the  dusky Amcric;ui 
bird (I~acrr~uslicu) but sn~a l l  parties of the Asiatic race (tt,eln~rzrruides) 
have been occurring near Aucklantl in recent years. 

T U R N S T O N E  - These seem to be visiting New Zealand in increasing 
numbers. Sizable flocks of Turnstones were to be seen fairly 
evenly distributed up  the Spit, not only on most lagoons, even at  
low tide, but also on the open shore, especially where fresh seaweed 
had been cast by recent tides, and about low tide pools. A thin 
trickle of Turnstones Hying into the sandhills was an early sign 
that the tide was beginning to cover the zostera flats. As tlley 
moved aboui 21 good den1 and clitl not gather into compact flocks 
in1 accurate cstin~ate o l  ~ ~ u r n l x r s  was very difficult. 
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K N O T  -. T h e  surprising number of 27,370 was carefully checked and 
is deemed, if anything, to be an under-estimate. This  species has 
a habit of massing to form a grey carpet of birds. As a result 
counts are usually short of the actual number. Stidolph, near the 
tip of the Spit, saw Knots and Chdwits in approximately equal 
numbers. H e  had n o  opportunity of examining the roosts further 
down, where there could easily have been a preponderance of Knots. 
I t  is somewhat of a coincidence that at the spot where Stidolph 
saw 750 each of Godwits and Knots, I.G.A. and D.V.M. saw 900 
of each, though there were 500 further Godwits on Shelly Banks 
nearby. T h e  Spit is :I " Knot place." In some harbours there 
are some tllousands 01' Gotlwits and no Knots. 111 others the 
fiocks are mixed but therc are none where there are Knots and 
no Godwits; which seems to indicate that Knots are more restricted 
by some as yet unknown ecological factors. 

SIBERIAN PECTORAL SANDPIPER - Two seen on several days 
either at 6-mile lagoon or a t  3-mile pond. 

CURLEW SANDPIPER - Two were seen once only on 22/1/61 
(R.B.S., F CK.) a t  6-mile lagoon. 

RED-NECKED S l ' I N T  - Usu:~!ly some, with ;I ~ n a s i ~ n u m  of 9, scveral 
times a t  6-mile lagoon. 

I'IED S T I L T  - Farewell Spit is cvitlc~~tly not ;I suitable leeding 
ground for Stilts. A few, i~~clut l ing two parents with three flying 
young, were usually preseut on 3-mile pond. 

BLACK S T I L T  - One const:lntly sect1 on 3-111i1e pond. It appeared 
robuster in body mt l  shorter in lcg th:~n the Pied Stilts. I t  may 
h:~vc been resting on passage I'ronl one of the few known brecding- 
grounds far to the south. 

PASSERINES 
Passerines were noted only incidentally. T h e  few native passer- 

i n e ~  seen actually on the Spit were Pipit, Gray Warbler and Silvereye; 
but introduced species werc much more in evidence. Starlings were in 
flocks of some size and were estimated at 2000+. Skylarks and Hedge- 
sparrows had not ceased singing and occurred widely in all suitable 
habitats. A few pairs of Yellowhammers obviously breed. Also listed 
were: Blackbird, Songthrush, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Lesser Redpoll, 
Chaffinch and House Sparrow. On a future visit two teams could well 
be allocated on the census day to concentrate more fully on these birds, 
one for the more stable scrub-and-pond country of the first four miles, 
and one for the region around the lighthouse where human occupation 
and a variety of well grown introduced trees form a distinct habitat. 
If a bird-observatory on the lines of those which have been established 
around the coast of Britain, were to be contemplated for New Zealand, 
a very suitable site could be found in the vicinity of the Farewell Spit 
lighthouse. 

After three strenuous days on the Spit the team was given a 
change and a treat in  the form of a trip into the mountains behind 
the Cobb hydro-electric power station as far as the Cobb Lake. This  
was n o  rest for the drivers, Goldie in the Landrover and Ken Rowe 
in his station-wagon; nor perhaps was it all unmitigated delight for 
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those on the outer side of the narrow winding road as it snaked round 
the cliffs high above the river. I n  the bush, birds were plentiful, and 
among those seen were:- Rifleman, Pigeon, Tui ,  Bellbird, Tomtit,  
Yellow-crowned Parakeet, Lesser Redpoll and Weka. At the summit 
(3450ft.) the botanists were allowed time to indulge their hobby and 

worry over a difficult hebe, while the young geologists collected specimens 
of serpentine. At the Cobb Lake we were welcomed by Mr. Kelly of 
the Forest Service and his wife. We ate our lunch in their garden 
overlooking the long lake. Their  hospitality was even more appreciated 
when, as we were about to  leave, we were presented with a noble 
haunch of venison, which later under Mrs. McKenzie's culinary skill 
was to become, together with a gigantic purple onion from the 
Sopers' garden, a regal dish, the recollection of which still makes the 
participants sniack their lips. 

O n  the way home while we paused at the salt-marshes of the 
Aorere near Collingwood, three Fernbirds were watched at  a distance 
of a few yards. Fernbirds were found again on  January 27th in  the 
pakihi country where the road ends near Bainham, a locality already 
known to B.D.R. and D.V.M., but  an excess of sandflies was not con- 
ducive to patient observation. Part 01 another day was spent a t  West- 
haven, w h e ~ e  unfortunately the tide was out, a t  the Kaihoka lakes and 
the mouth of the Paturau River. I t  was an interesting trip into n rather 
remote corner, but ornithological results were disappointing. 

I t  is hoped thitt the Farcwell Spit project will be repeated in 
four years' time arid that the experience gained on this first occasion 
will be  helptul to  future expeditions. T h e  number of active participants 
should be not fewer than twenty-two; at  least half of them to be of 
considerable experience. T h e  time for such a course can be cut down 
very little, as allowance must he made for wet o r  windv days. Flying 
sand can make travel difficult d n t l  counting impossible. Little can be 
achieved without one or  more four-wheel drive vehicles; but  only long 
days of hard walking will produce the best results in what should 
always be an exciting area for the student of shore-birds. 

REPORTS O N  T W O  RARE WADERS 
(a) MONGOLIAN D O T T E R E L  - I n  the early afternoon of 

24/1/61, the day of the wader-census, I was crossing a green flat among 
the dunes about thirteen miles from the base of the Spit, when a small 
gray and white do t te r4  alighted only about ten yards away. T h e  flat, 
which only the biggest tides could reach, was carpeted with selliera 
close cropped by wandering stock and dotted with clumps of yellow 
lupin, cassinia and coarse rush. Sprinkled over it  feeding were 20-30 
Banded Dotterels (C. bicinrtus) in the various phases of plumage which 
are normally to  be seen in January. 

T h e  dotterel which puz7led me was about the size of a male 
Randed Dotterel but  its back and upperparts were of a uniform gray 
very faintly tinged with rufous. T h e  underparts were pure white, 
except where a narrow strip of gray extended partially across the breast; 
above the gray throat was whitish; the forehead and a streak above 
the eye were pale; below the eye was a dark patch; the tail was ribbed 
with white on  either side; the bill was black with a rather bulbous 
tip and longer and thicker than that of a Banded Dotterel; the legs 
were slate gray. I t  was seldom still, dashing here and there to feed 
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on small insects, stopping two or three tilues to pick at  a dried cowpat. 
When it faced me 1 was immediately struck by its similarity to a small 
New Zealand Dotterel (C. obscurus). Fortunately I had recently become 
familiar with the Large Sand Dotterel (C. leschenaulti) in the ,Firth of 
'Thames; and I felt pretty certain that the dotterel before me did not 
belong to that species. When it flew it was joined in the air by two 
Banded Dotterels. 1 thought i t  looked slightly longer in the wing and 
showed an indistinct pale wingbar. As it disappeared over the sand- 
hills it  clearly called ' trik.' 

1 had n o  companion on my 'beat' of the census. When a t  the 
end of  he day I mentioned the suspected Mongolian Dotterel 
(C. mongolus) to other members of the course, it was decided to revisit 
the area, if possible, in the hope that the bird would still be there. 
T w o  days later conditions were good, except that the wind was 
blustery; and when six members converged quietly and hopefully on 
the selliem flat, the dotterel was soon locatctl but not before we were 
almost on top of it, and its identity was confirmed after very close 
study. When Banded and Mongolian Dotterels are in winter plumage 
they are so alike that the two species have frequently Iwen confused 

Mongolian Dotterel based on sketches made in the field, 26/1/61 - 
winter plumage 

in Australia; where the two occur together on the coast of New South 
Wales. Fortunately, two of the viewers, D. H. Hrathwaite and K. B. 
Sibson had both watchecl Mongolian Dotterels in Australia. I t  was 
generally agreed that this was a grayer bird than usual Banded Dotterel 
i n  eclipse and conspicuously white-faced; but the points of difference 
in  the field are so slender that a Mongolian Dotterel among Banded 
could very easily be overlooked. This  bird tended t o  be solitary and 
returned to the identical corner of the Rat when the Rnnded Dotterels 
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flew away. Its call as it  rose in  Right was written down as ' tik-it,' 
less incisive than the typical note of a Banded Dotterel and lacking 
its carrying quality. A single soft ' t ik '  was also heard. O n  27/1/61 
when the haunt of this Mongolian Dotterel was visited for the third 
time, the bird was still present, so that the names of A. Blackburn 
and H. R. McKenzie could be added to the list of those who had 
satisfactory views of this .Asiatic straggler, the first of its kind to 
be recorded in New Zealand. I am indebted to D. H. Brathwaite and 
K. B. Sibson who put  at my disposal the notes which they made on 
the spot. 

M. J. H O C G  * 
(b) L I T T L E  WHIMBREL. - Among the many rare species 

recorded a t  Farewell Spit was a Little Whimbrel (Numenius minutus). 
This  was seen by us on  the clay of the census, January 24th, on  the 
inside of the Spit a t  about the 11 mile mark. T h e  following sum- 
marises the notes taken at  the time. 

T h e  bird was standing on ;I patch of sand amongst Snlicomin. 
At first glance it was thought to bc a Golden Plover. Then  the 
appearance of the bird did not seem quite right as the neck and head 
were much finer and the neck longer. T h e  bill also was longer and 
finer with a downwards curve at  the end, colour black. T h e  back 
coloration was ;t deep rich mottled black and golden similar to that 
of a Golden Plover but the mottling was heavier. T h e  undersurface 
was a deep buft' wit11 very slight mottling if any. T h e  colour of the 
legs could not be determined as they were hidden by the Srtlico,rnic~ 
but  did not appear to he exceptionally long. 

T h e  bird was put  to flight to see if there was any distinctive 
flight pattern but  nothing stood out. Fortunately the bird called as it  
flew off. Our rendering of this was a sharp " weep . . . weep " in 
slow succession followed by a pause and then a repetition. T h e  bird 
flew off down the inside of the Spit towards the lighthouse. A 
measurement was taken of the imprint of the mid-toe left in the 
sand and this was 34 mm. 

R. WIBLIN Ilr B. D. BEL.1, 

WINTER OCCURRENCE OF JUVENILE GANNETS 
IN  NEW ZEALAND WATERS 

By P,  A .  S .  STEZhT 

I n  their " Migration and Dispersal of New Zealand Gannets " 
(Emu, September, 1958) Wodzicki and Stein set out evidence to show 
that gannet chicks reared in New Zealand depart from their home 
rookery at  the age of about 154 weeks, leave the neighbourhood, and 
eventually make their way across the Tasman Sea to Australia. Although 
a number feed along the northern coasts for a few weeks, by late May 
or  early June only a n  occasional straggler remains. 

These young birds grow up  in Australia. Their  stay there varies 
from two to four seasons. During this time they change their brownish- 
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. grey speckled feathers for thc white plumage of the adults. They 
return to their home rookery rtt: the age of four years and upwards. 
Occassionally, as shown by banding, a bird returns in its third year, 
but it  does not breed. In  general appearance these non-breeding sub- 
adults are indistinguishable from the breeding birds. 

Any bird therefore in greyish-brown plumage found round the 
coilst between latc J u n e  and Christmas has not been to Australia and 
is a rarity whose presence should be reported. 

O n  25/8/60, Peter Skegg, Michael Hogg and Nick Ledgard 
walked for some miles along the west coast beaches near Muriwai, 
Auckland, with the idea of examining any birds washed ashore. They 
collected nearly a hundredweight, including a number rarely seen here. 
Among them was a juvenile Gannet. ' 

Examination of its abraded tail-leathers showed that it  had 
BOW" up in a very rocky colony, and had spent the full development 
time there. T h e  neck and he;d feathers had not comnlenced their 
first change so that it was nearing six ~nonths  in age. Jt  had not been 
long clead, showed no external injury thitt could have caused death, but 
was very light as if from lack of food. 

Counting back six months from August 23rd brought us to a 
hatching date about the end of February. Could this give us somc 
clue as to the colony from which the chick had come i 

I n  most seasons at Horuhoru fewer than ten eggs are laid in early 
August. Any chicks surviving from these half-dozen o r  so early hatch- 
ings are ready to depart for overseas in the first week in January. Only 
a few very early chicks have been seen departing before January 14th. 
O n  the other hand very few eggs are laid after mid-November. Two 
eggs hatched on January 8th and January 9th, 1950, and both chicks 
lived to depart late i n  April. These were the only January hatchings 
recorded until this year when a chick hatched on January l l t h ,  1961. 
Usually there are fewer than ten chicks left on the Island at  the end 
of March; this year there were four, of which three were then ready 
to depart. T h e  fourth would remain by itself until late April. Mo5t 
chicks depart then between mid-January and the end of February. 
Twenty or thirty late chicks may depart in March but  only a n  ex- 
ceptionally late chick is still o n  Horuhoru in April. 

Careful counts at  Mahuki, fifty nlilcs to the north, have shown 
that developnlent there is about a week i n  advance of Horuhoru, while 
at the Coromandel group, fifteen miles to the east of Horuhoru, derelop- 
ment is a fortnight later. Oaia on the west coast is three weeks behind 
Horuhoru, and at the Plateau (Cape Kidnappers) the ditference'is about 
five weeks. A chick departing in  May would thus be a very late bird. 
If the bird found by the three boys had obeyed the rules that seem to 
govern the departure of other gannet chicks, i t  cannot have left its 
home rookery before June. I t  certainly cannot have come from a 
northern colony. Without knowing egg-hatching dates for the Nuggets 
and Little Solander it  is useless to speculate further. 

O n  August 28th, Peter Skegg and Michael Hogg made a second 
west coast traverse, this time in the vicinity of SYhatipu. Again they 
collected a big assortment of dead bircls; again they found alllong 
them the fresh corpse of a juvenile Gannet. This  bird silowed no 
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;tbrasion ol t ;~il-fcatlmx it must I~ave spent its growing-up period o n  
Pairly soft ground. It was just ;I little younger than the Muriwai bird. 
? 3 I his makes the task oS reconciling its dates with those of known colonies 
still more difficult. 

O n  October 7th :I third item was atldetl to the series. Mr. F. C. 
Kinsky was passing to the cast of D'Urville Island in Cook Strait when 
he saw a mixed Hock of birds working over a shoal of fish. Of 98 
Gannets counted, a t  least 30 showed plumage phases which were different 
from the adult. A few of these were still very close to the speckled 
appearance seen at  the age of six inontlis. 

Was the 1959-60 season such a late one that solne gi~nnet  chicks 
failed to attempt the Tasman crossing, o r  is it  possible that some of 
the southern Gannets d o  not go to Australia a t  , a l l ?  

[Mr. 1'. A. S. Stein, whose address is 9 Cameron Stieet, Auck- 
land, W.l, would be  grateful if any winter sightings of Gannets in 
brown juvenile plumage, especially in the south, o r  the finding of such 
birds ashore, could be reported to  him proinpt1y.-Ed.] 

OBSERVATIONS ON ROCKWRENS 
NEAR THE HOMER TUNNEL 

In November, 1960, I photographed Kockwrens a t  Homer Tunnel.  
I n  all, six pairs of birds were located and three nests. 'The habitat was 
scree, rockfalls, snowgrass, and low scrub. Of the nests, one was in 
a man-mack rock wall in  a general habitat of snow tussock and boulders; 
one was in an extensive bouldery rockfall virtually free of scrub; and 
one a t  the foot of a sock and scree slope over-grown with low dense 
scrub, the nest being situated under a big scrub-surrounded boulder. 
T h e  remaining three pairs of birds were found respectively i n  a big 
rockfall; in  a scrub-covered scree slope; and in an area of rock, veronica 
scrub, and snow tussock near an isolated patch of bush. 

All six pairs of birds showed a marked difference in  plumage. 
One, the presumed male, had a bright green back - more olive on the 
lorehead; a pronounted creamy-white eyestripe above the eye, which. 
when viewed from  he front projected outwards like eyebrows and 
ended in a little tuft; lower eyelid pale buff bordered below by a thin 
black line; a rich yellow patch on the flanks; the alula black and 
forming a most attractive dividing line between the yellow flank and 
the green back; the under-surface hue; the legs flesh-coloured. All 
markings were neat, distinct, and clear-cut. (v. Plate XXXIV). 

T h e  female was generally an olive brown, " greenish "-brown 
above; eyestripe fawn; lower eyelid pale buff with the dark line below 
present but not noticeable; alula dark brown; flanks yellow; under- 
surface hue-white a lighter patch on  the secondary wing feathers form- 
ing a distinct V pattern when the wings were closed and the bird 
viewed Eroni above. This  pattern was not noticed in the male in  the 
field though it can be seen in the photogaphs as a dark brownish patch. 
In general the colour itreas nier~ct l  into one another with none of the 
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clcxn-cut lines o l  the male. They i11s0 had that rather scruffy nest-worn 
look that one comes to recognise (v. Plates XXXIIT i~lld XXXV). 

Only one nest was followed to any extent, a total of sixtecn 
hours being spent a t  it over three days (November lY, 20 and 28). 
When first found the chicks were naked except b r  a few tufts of dark 
clown. It was iml>ossible to sec into the nest properly without wrecking 
it, but there appeared to be two chicks only. (The other nest which 
could be reached also appcarctl to have only two chicks.) 

T h e  nest was built into a cavity between the rocks and was a 
substxntirtl igloo-shaped structure comprising a long woven entrance- 
tunnel of snow tussock leading to a bulbous nest cavity of woven snow 
tussock packed with feathers. Both birds fed the young and at con- 
siderably longer intervals than 1 had expected. Instead of sonlething 
like the 3 - 5 minute visits of RiHemen, I found half-, three-quarter, one 
hour visits: and once from I p.m. to 3.30 p.m. n o  visit was made for 
24 hours. Not all visits to the nest were with food. Sometimes after a n  
abse~lce of, say, an hour an ~ l u l t  woulcl return, look into the nest, 
stay inside perhaps five minutes and then come out with a worn feather 
shaft. Food on  these first few days was ~nostly a flat squat beetle that 
lives in  the crevices in the rocks. These beetles were taken in whole 
and obviously broken up  inside, as after a few minutes the bird would 
reappear with all the prickly bits - the legs, wingcases, etc. No faecal 
sacs were brought out  during these two days. 

On four occasions the adults were seen to eat feathers. Also, 
soft downy feathers were taken into the nest about every third or 
fourth trip. After an interval in the nest the bird would come out 
with a dilapidated feather shaft. This occurred so frequently that it 
must be of some signficance. 

O n  my visit of 28th November - 8 days later - the chicks 
were quite downy, the down being of a creamy-buff coIour. Feeding 
was still a t  long intervals, never less than half-hourly. N o  feathers were 
taken in all day and no feather shafts were brought out, though the 
birds would still sometimes visit the nest without food and after a few 
minutes reappear and fly off. Food conlprised green caterpillars, moths, 
black hard-cased shiny grubs, small grasshoppers, and insects that on 
my photographs look like snlnll rvetas. T h e  faecal sacs were carried 
away and eaten. 

All birds bobbed u p  and down in typical Kockwren manner. 
Perhaps I should add that my experience of Rockwrens is not limited 
to these few birds. I have known Rockwrens for many years in widely 
separated parts of the South Island. They also had a bowing move- 
ment - in which they would lean forward wit11 their Iegs set so far 
back on their body that they appeared to be about to  topple forward 
off balance - and then, after a pause, straighten u p  to an almost vertical 
position. This  is more a swing of the body on  the " hips "; the " bob " 
is an up-and-down movement with the body kept more or less a t  the 
same angle to the ground. 

Average Bight distance was five or six yards, though they could 
travel a chain without apparent clifficulty. I n  generill, as they were 
continually on the search for insects, t h y  did not ny further tl1;tn 
from one rack to the next. 
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DISCUSSION: 
T h e  descriptions of the typical Kockwren (Xenicus  g. giluiwentris) 

and the Fiordland lbckwren (Xeniclrs gilviventri .~ rineyi)  in  Oliver 
(1955 pp. 455 - 457) d o  not indicate any plumage differences between 
the sexes though Buller remarked on  it  in northern specimens (pers. 
comm. Mr. E. G. Turbot t) .  T h e  very marked difference observed at 
Homer is therefore either a true sex diffcrencc previously unrecorcled 
for southern birds or the result of cross-breeding between subspecies on 
the edge of their respective areas o f  distribution. 

I t  is my opinion that all the green birds were males and all the 
" brown" ones females. 1 d o  not think that this can be seriously 
questioned. If one has six pairs of Kockwrens all showing plumage 
differences it is logical to assume that all the green birds are of onc 
sex and all the brown ones of thc other and, since they are passerines, 
that the brighter bird is the male. 'I'his accords with the nest-worn 
look which one learns to recognise in nesting females, particularly cavity 
nesters, and which the brown birds showed; and falls in  line with the 
plumage difference found in thc related RiHeman (green male; patterned 
female). Were this breeding or; the edge of snbspecific distributions one 
would expect a t  least one pair to  be both green, or bo th .  brown; or 
" reversed," i.e. green lemale, brown male, which, as argued above, is 
illogical. Taking this argument a stage further, i t  is also unlikely that 
all the females were gilviuentris wrens and all the males rineyi  wrens, 
so the problem is to which subspecies to ascribe the Homer Rockwrens. 
I compared my field observations and my colour photographs with three 
specimens belonging to the Canterbury Museum (a Nelson female; an 
Arthurs Pass female; and an Arthurs I'ass juvenile male).  T h e  Homer 
females were very similar to the Nelson female; slightly richer in  colour 
than the Arthurs Pass female; but not as green as the Arthurs Pass 
juvenile male. Homer mzles were very much brighter and greener and 
k r e  distinctly marked than any of these specimens. 

I also saw the paratype of S. ~ i n e y i  kindly lent by Dr. Falla. 
Homer fenlales were decidedly browner than this. Homer males were 
for all practical purposes the same (I thought, if anything, slightly 
brighter). Along with the rineyi paratype; to quote Dr. Falla: " I 
am sending a fragment oI what I take to be the typical green phase in  a 
male rockwren. T h e  difference from typical rineyi  is admittedly rather 
slight but in this specimen a t  least the green is not  quite so bright and 
there is a strong predominance of brown in the crown and forehead 
which is not at all marked in the rineyi  wren." T h e  Homer males were 
greener than this fragment and did not have the brown head. Homer 
males had a very definitely olive-green head shading to brownish on 
the forehead only. 

Thus  there is a t  Homer a population of Rockwrens the males 
oi' which look like rineyi  while the females look like gilviuentris. If 
these wrens are to  be called rineyi  then we immediately come u p  against 
behaviour difficulties. T h e  Homer wrens freely left the scrub; bobbed; 
and flew as well as any gilviven.tris wren - three things Riney was 
insistent the Fiordland wren did not do. However, these behaviour 
differences could well be  seasonal rather than subspecific. Bobbing, for 
example, appeared to me to be a display against an intruder into its 
territory; or possibly a displacement activity - ;I cross between the 
desire to hold its ground and a desire to fly. 
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011 the other hand if these wrens are to be called gilviventris, 
then we rveaken the status of rineyi because rineyi can no longer be 
separated oft' on the basis of the male's plumage, but only on the 
difference of behaviour (if valid) and/or  possible green female in  a 
true rirzeyi (there being no type specimen for a ,rineyi female as yet).  

T h e  only conclusion possible therefore in the present state of our  
knowledge is that the subspecific state of the Homer wrens must be left 
open - though with a strong bias towards their being t ineyi  wrens. 
Dr. Falla sums u p  the position in his letter to ule and 1 am grateful for 
his permission to quote - 

" It  does seem as if the plumage char;tcters given for rineyi d o  
not hold good as a distinguishing feature unless the female of this 
southern form is also green. This  clearly does not apply to your Homer 
birds but there still remains a possibility that all the specimens with 
the bright green males should be called riveyi.  Haast's type of 
gilviventi~is was from the Canterbury mountains aud the description 
indicates a very dull green bird, a fact supported by the plumage of 
specimens taken more recently there or seen about. T h e  fragment I 
sent you woulcl represent a n  extreme of the brightest plumage found in 
gilviuevtris. i should say, therefore, that your birds are Fiordland 
Wrens and it is likely that Riney's colony further south was in fact 
n o  different. 

" I entirely agree with you that n o  great weight can bc placed 
on such 21 doubtful behaviour char&ter as the so-called bobbing. I t  
must arise from some kind of tenseness even when there is n o  cause 
for agitation." 

T h e  eating of feathers by the adults was interesting, as also was. 
the frequency with which they took soft downy feathers into the nest. 
reappearing a short while later with the shafts only. This  was probably 
simply replacement of normal wear and tear, but  I did wonder if the 
young were offered feathers as are young Grebes, because usually (as for 
example with Riflemen aud Grey Warbler) feather replacement only 
occurs after rain (it had been fine at  Homer for some days) and as a 
rule, unless the nest is very wet, the feathers are simply taken in and 
not exchanged for old shafts. 

SUMMARY: 

Distinct plunlagc differences between niales and fernales of nesting 
Kockwrcns is described. 

4 brief note is made of habitat and nesting behaviour including 
thc fact that feathers are eaten. 

I wish to thank hlr. E. G. Turbot t  of the Canterbury Museum 
and Dr. K. A. Falla of the Dominion Museum for their help and 
their loan of specimens; and Dr. Falla for permission to quote from 
his letters. 
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NOTES ON SOME OFFSHORE ISLANDS 
By D. V .  A I E R T O N  

(a) SUGAR LOAF ISLANDS: NEW PLYMOUTH 
During September, 1960, 1 visited the seven islets off Port New 

Plymouth, in the course of my official duties. T h e  map was prepared 
by Thomas Caithness, whose help is gratefully acknowledged. 

SUGAR LOAF ISLANDS 

Mataora Island or Round  Rock: 

This  island is separated from Paritutu Beach by a shallow thannel 
which is dry a t  low tides. It is a little over an acre in area. rises 99ft. 
above sea level, and as its name suggests, is more or  less hemispherical 
in shape. It is of volcanic origin, and is capped with light sandy soil. 
Coastal flax is the dominant plant species and forms a dense coter 
over much of this rock. 

Landings were made on  both the 9th and 12t11, when upwards 
of twenty Red-billed Gulls (L. scopulinus) were showing interest in the 
rocky ledges of the north-west cliffs. A Blue Penguin corpse was also 
found. 

Pararaki Island or Seagull Rock:  
Pararaki Island is 73ft. high and is two acres in area. It  lies to 

seaward of Mataora Island, from which it is separated by a channel 
one chain wide. When a landing was made on the 9th, the original 
taupata covering was found to have been destroyed by an invasion of 
rabbits, but  as these were no longer on the island, a variety of young 
plants, including taupata and boxthorn, were regenerating. 
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[M. F. Soper 

XXXIII-.Female Rock Wren [Xenicus gilviventris) returning to ne;t 
among boulders with a beakful of insects. 
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[Ifi. F. Soper 

XXXIV-Male Rock Wren, November, 1960,  near the Homer Tunnel. 
Males a r e  greener than females a n d  more distinctly marked. 



Vol. IX NOTORNIS 165 

[M. F. Soper 

XXXV- Female Rock Wren approcching nest. Note the hcge feet and 
the nest-worn look of the plumage. 
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IF. C. Kinsky 

XXXVI --Red-tailed Tropic Bird which flew on board the ' Willem Ruys '  
on 18/4/61 in the Tasman Sea somewhere west of New.Plymouth. 
The elongated red thil-feathers were only just starting to grow. 
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Upwards of 500 Red-billed Gulls were preparing to nest on a 
ridge, and adjacent area of rock, a t  the north-eastern corner. Nesting 
material was being carried by some birds, while others brooded nest 
foundations. Starlings (S. vulgaris), too, were nesting on this island. 

L\lotuotamatea Island or  Scltnapper Rock: 
A visit to this island was made on the 19th. Schnapper Kock is 

three acres in area, rises 98ft. above sea level and at  low tides is 
separated from the Paritutu Beach by a waist-deep stretch of water. 
T h e  island is gently rounded and has large areas of mesembryanthemum 
ancl introduced grasses, but taupata is the dominant shrub, ancl forms 
a clense low canopy over thc remainder of the rock. 

O n  a rock face at  the western eat1 of the island 200+ White- 
fronted Terns (S. striata) were preparing to nest. A group of 20 Red- 
billed Gulls was resting nearby, as were scattered Black-backed Gulls 
(L. domin,icnnus). Five Black Shags were perched on a rock off the 
eastern end of the island. h Cew Starlings were seen to roost in thc 
taupata at  nights. 

Secrl Rocks: 
These provccl to be a low, wave-swept group of six rocks, the 

largest being only Soft. above sea level. Of the group, this rock alone 
was high enough to be dry at a11 times, and was visited on the 17th. 
'The only vegetation found here was a solitary, weather-worn taupata 
bush. 

T h e  remains of many old gull nests were seen, ancl from the 
behaviour oE about 200 Ked-billed Gulls and 60 White-fronted Terns, 
they intended to nest on this rock again. Six Black Shags were 
roosting on  one of the smaller rocks along with 100+ Ked-billed Gulls, 
20+ White-fronted Terns, and 9 Black-backed Gulls. An occupied 
Starling nest wab found near the highest point. 

Lion Rocks: 
Also on the 17th the three small rocks off Moturoa Isli~ncl were 

visited. Of these, only one was high enough (40ft. a.s.l.), to support 
vegetation. Taupata, as before, was the dominant species, and formed 
a dense low cap, over the summit. 

This larger rock was about to become a nesting place for 
upwards of 200 Ked-billed Gulls, ancl 50+ White-fronted Terns. T h e  
gulls were building on top of the low taupata, while the terns occupied 
a lower, sloping rock face. A few immature Black-backed Gulls and 
I7 Black Shags were roosting on this rock. 

Although no seals were encounterecl on nearby Motu~o;t I~lant l .  
30 were seen on these three rocks. 

Mot~trncrhunga or  Saddleback Island: 
T h e  night of thc 17th was spent ashore on this island. Saddleback 

Island is three acres in area, and was well named, for it has two 
summits, which are connected by a high saddle. All sides are steep, 
hut a spur at the south end gives relntively easy access to the 175ft. 
summit. Vegetation was dominantly taupata, which began near sea 
level as a low scrub, but grew taller nearer the summit, so ;is to form 
;t canopy up  to loft. high. 
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Soon after dark, at 7.5 p.m., Diving Petrels (P. uriuatrix)  began 
coming ashore, and the breeding population of these birds must be 
several thousands. All suitable soil on the upper part of the island 
was honey-combed with burrows, containing single eggs and brooding 
birds. Nesting amongst the Diving Petrels in the vicinity of the south 
summlt were perhaps 100 White-faced Storm Petrels (P. marina).  These 
were in the early stages of burrowing. This island is well known as a 
Starling roost, and many thousands of these birds were present during 
the night. Other species seen included one Blackbird (T. merula),  one 
Shining Cuckoo (C. lucidus), five Reef Herons ( E .  sacra), Blue Penguins 
(breeding), 300+ Red-billed Gulls, which were evidently going to nest 
on the northern cliffs, plus a few odd Black-backed Gulls. A newly 
completed but empty nest of the latter was found on the northern 
summit. 

ZOO+ seals occupied the lower sea cliffs. 

Moturoa Zsla~zd: 
. The night of the 18th was spent ashore on this island, which 

was found to be a steep volcanic cone with many bluffs. Moturoa has 
an area of four acres and rises 268ft. a d .  

Taupata formed a low dense canopy over much ol the island, 
but in a few places it was high enough to walk under. .4 variety of 
other native plants was also represented. 

Diving Petrels were using this island as a nesting ground, too. 
and all available soil was being utilised by many hundreds of these 
birds. The  first arrival landed at 6.50 p.m. and as on Saddleback 
Island, all burrows examine6 contained an egg, and an incubating bird. 

Several thousand Starlings roosted on the island over night 
Twelve large Black Shags were seen perching in tall taupata, high on 
the western face, where an old shag nest was found. A colony of 
1000+ Red-billed Gulls were preparing to nest on the western sea cliffs, 
while 60+ White-fronted Terns showed concern when a nearby rock 
face was approached. Red-billed Gulls evidently nest near the summit, 
too, as do scattered Black-backed Gulls. ZOO+ of the latter were pre- 
paring to nest on the southern cliffs. Other species recorded, were 
Reef Heron 3, Harrier Hawk 1, Blackbird and Dunnock. 

(b) BARE ISLAND, HAWKES BAY 
On 11 and 12/11/60 I visited Motukura, or Bare Island, off 

Waimarama Beach, Southern Hawke's Bay. Bare Island lies more or 
less parallel to the coast, one mile off-shore, and is approximately half 
a mile long by a-quarter of a mile wide. It is composed of soft 
crumbly papa with occasional out-crops of sand-stone, which contain 
a wealth of fossilised shells. 'The entire western side is sheer and 
eroding, from the 304ft. summit to sea level. The  more gently sloping 
eastern face is densely overgrown with coastal flax and, to a lesser 
extent, other hardy native plants. 

Under a small patch of low spreading taupata on the south 
ridge were about a hundred occupied burrows of the Sooty Shearwater 
(P. griseus). These proved to be the only petrels nesting on the island, 
possibly because soil soft enough for burrowing was at a premium. 
Egg laying had not yet begun. 
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Sign of R a t l t ~ s  n o ~ v e g i c u s  was found and on the night of I l t l l  
November three specimens were trapped. T h e  island was over-run by 
these pests, which evidently swam ashore when a launch was wrecked 
on  the western coast about 25 years ago. 

Blue Penguins (E. minor )  were nesting in large numbers in  all 
p r t s  of the island, and scveral hundred were ashore on the night of 
my visit. Nests contained eggs or  young of varying ages. 

Nine shag nests were found in low taupata on the south ridge. 
One contained two newly hatched chicks and a chipped egg, while 
the remaining nests were ~inoccupiecl, but thirteen adult Black Shags 
(P. cnrbo) wcre nearby. 

About 500 Black-backed Gull nests werc scattered over the lower 
slopes of the island, a few containing newly hatched chicks, while others 
had between one and three eggs in them. T w o  Harriers (C.  approximans)  
werc seen, and a nest with three cggs found in high fax. 

Starlings were lound nesting on hole5 on the bheer western cliffs, 
while a small number roosted at  night in  the tall taupata and flax near 
the summit. Blackbirds werc heard and an old nest found. One 
Dunnock (P. mod~slnr is )  was also heard singing. 

I t  was rather disappointing to find so few petrels nesting on the 
o d y  island between Portland Island, off nilahia Peninsula, and Cook 
Strait, but  nevertheless Bare Island is obviously well used by other 
sea-birds for nesting, and is of particular value as a penguin breeding 
tground. 

SHORT NOTES 

KED-NECKED STINT I N  BKEEDING PLUhlAGE A T  T H E  
KANGITIKEI ESTUARY DURING 'THE SUiMMEK O F  1959-60 

Ked-necked Stints (Calidris ruficollis) were first recorded at  the 
Rangitikei Estuary during the summer of 1958-9 by I. G. Andrew 
(Notornis  VIII, 193), but during the succeeding summer they werc 

recorded in greater ~iumbers. O n  6/12/59 four, o r  a possible seven, 
were counted there and on 1/1/60 seven were located. 

O n  this occasion, much to my surprise, onc of the Stints was 
distinctly reddish on the neck. On each side of the foreneck there 
was an area of deep rufous with a narrow area down the middle of 
the foreneck, the throat and sides o l  thc upper foreneck and cheeks 
pale rufous. T h e  chin and base of the forehead were whitish; the 
crown and hind neck grey-brown streaked darker. I visited the estuary 
again on 3/1/60 with I. G. Andrew and we confirmed my previous 
observations. 

From information subsequently received from Mr. H. K. Mc- 
Kenzie this type of plumage pattern was evidently that of a bird 
moulting from breeding to non-breeding plumage. 

T h e  estuary was next visited on 9/1/60, by which time the 
number of stints had increased to eleven. T h e  aberrant bird had 
changed little apart from a n  apparent paling o t  the deep rutous areas. 
I t  was also noticed on this occasion that the upper back was mottled 
pale rufous and grey-brown. 
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On 24/1/60 the foieneck was a ui~iform pale rufous, with rufous 
mottling still present on the upper back. The throat was paler and 
was seen to be flecked whitish when the bird preened itself. By 14/2/60 
the colouring on the foreneck had receded to an area of pale rufow 
on each side of the upper foreneck. The forehead was whitish, and a 
narrow area down the centre of the foreneck was off-white. An area 
on each side of the lower foreneck was greyish streaked darker, the 
remainder of the underparts being white as normal. All rufous had 
disappeared from the upperparts which were now greyish-brown streaked 
black on crown and back. I. G. Andrew informed me that there was 
little change in this pattern on 26/2/60. 

After this visit there was the possibility of some confusion with 
other Stints assuming breeding plumage, but the next visit on 20/3/60 
revealed only one of the nine Stints located with a touch of colouring. 
This was believed to be the aberrant bird as the upper part of its head 
and its hind neck were pale grey streaked black, the grey being much 
paler than had been seen in any of the other Stints previously. There 
was a very rmall area of rufous buff on the sides of the upper foreneck 
and grey streaked darker on the sides of the lower forenetk, the 
remainder of the underparts, Forehead and face being white. 

The last visit made on 5/4/60 revealed three of the ten remain- 
ing Stints assuming breeding plumage, whilst the bird presumed to be 
the aberrant one had no more colouring than a small buffish area 
below the cheeks. 

This is a somewhat similar case to that of the Asiatic Black- 
tailed Godwit (Limosa melanuroides) observed in the Firth of Thames 
from 1952-6 by Sibson and others (Notornis VI, 241-2), but the Stint 
had begun to moult before the beginning of January, whereas the 
Godwit did not moult until the end of February or March. 

The "Encyclopaedia of British Birds" states that the autumn 
lnolllt may be abnormally delayed when a bird has not mated. This 
could have been the case with the Stint, whereas the breeding mechanism 
of the Godwit had undoubtedly been completely reversed. 

I t  will be interesting to see, however, if a Red-necked Stint in 
out-of-season plumage is observed in New Zealand next summer, as 
this could well be the same bird as was seen at the Rangitikei Estuary. 

M. J. IMBER * 
FEMALE BLUE DUCK APPARENTLY PAIRED WITI-I 

PARADISE DRAKE 
On 19/1/61 while climbing in the upper Hunter region (head- 

waters of Lake Hawea) a female Blue Duck (Hymenolaimus mala- 
corhynchus) was seen apparently mated with a male Paradise (Casarca 
variegata). The characteristic wl~istliiig of the Blue Duck was heard 
first, on a small flat close to the mountain stream about 35 miles from 
the head of Lake Hawea. I t  was approached to within about 25 yards, 
viewed through glasses, and followed along the river bank for a few 
yards. No answering calls were heard and, on looking about for its 
mate, we were surprised to find the male Paradise hiding behind some 
~ c ~ k s .  He made no audible reply to the whistles. No other ducks were 
seen in this part of the valley. 

P. CHILD 
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GKEENFINCHES EATING COTONEASTEK HEKKIES 
T h e  Greenfinch (Chloris chloris) is an uncommon visitor to IUY 

'l'itirangi garden, but on 5th-7th April, 1960, three birds, adult male 
and female, and a n  immature female, were observed eating cotoneaster 
berries. They visited the bush each day about 8.30 - 9 a.m., and stayed 
on it for u p  to fifteen minutes. Though the berries were apparently 
equally attractive for some time before and after the dates mentioned, 
no other birds were secn to cat thcm, nor did the Greenfinches return. 

A.  T. EDG.4K * 
AN EX'TiNC3' SEA EAGLE IN T H E  CHA1'HAh81 ISLANDS 

According to records going back as far as 1866, there is good 
evidence from a number of localities in New Zealand that a species 
of Sea Eagle has been secn from time to time. From the descriptions 
given by observers, and from a specimen in the Dominion Museum 
said to hilvc been taken i l l  New Zeal;~ntl, Oliver listed the White-bellied 
Sea Eagle (Hnlineetus leucogaster) .is :in occasional straggler to New 
Zcaland (1) . Mrs. I'errine Moncrieff has now ;tm;lssetl considerablc 
evidence that eagles of this sort may havc occurred from time to timc 
in certain regions of thc South Island, : ~ n d  1 am inclebtcd to her for 
the use of her notes (2). 

T h e  usual range o i  Haliaeetus leucognster is "Coasts of India, 
Ceylon, Burma and the Malay Peninsula and through the entire Malay 
Archipelago to Australia, Tasmania and ,western Polynesia." (3). 

My work on thc subfosbil birds of New Zealancl and the 
Chatham Islands at the British Museum (Natural History) has revealed 
a number of novel features, one of which is the indication of small 
populations of birds such as falcons, owls, Kaka and Ihkapo,  not 
rccordeci as living birds or preserved in Moriori tradition. 

T h e  latest novelty to be found consists of the bones of a largc 
raptorial bird which I have idcntified as belonging to a robust species 
of Haliaeetus. From Oliver's conclusions on straggling sea-eagles in 
the New Zealand region, it seenretl likely that these bones would belong 
to H. le~ccog(~ster, the species occurring closest to the Chatham Islands. 

However, following ;I clet;iiletl examination o f  a large series of 
Halineetus skeletons kindly ~nat le  available to me in the Bird Room 
of the British Museum (N.H.) by Mr. J .  D. Macclonald, and in the 
LJniversity of Cambridge Museum of Zoology by Dr. I(. A. Joysey? 
I find that thc Chathams eagle is quite distillct in features of the 
tarsometatarsus and pelvis Lronl the M'hite-bellied Sea Eagle, and, indeed. 
from all the southern forms of this genus excepting H. vociferoides of 
hladagrtscar and passibly Mauriitiq - another h e r e s t i n g  parallel 
between the fossil birds of h he h~lalagachian-Mascarene region and the 
Chathams (4).  T h e  species which the Chathams bird most closely 
resembles are H .  leucocephalus, the Bald Eagle of North America, and 
H. albicilln, the White-tailed Sea Eagle of Northern Europe and Asia. 

T h e  tarsornetatarsus is usually a good criterion for distinguishing 
osteologically between eagles but  the two northern species are not 
quickly separated in this way. T h e  Chatham Island bones are, in  the 
series I have bclore me, quite constant in their differences from these 
two species and they appear to represent 21 hitherto unknown member 
of the genus. 
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This new form of Sea Eagle was collccted on the Cllatl~am Islands 
in bcach deposits of Quaternaly age by H. 0 :  Forbes in February, 1892, 
and it is quite unlike either the White-bellied Sea Eagle (H. leucogaster) 
ranging into Australia and western Polynesia or the Wedge-tailed Eagle 
(Uroaetus audax) of Australia, and is very different, in size at least, from 
the other New Zealand Extinct Eagle (Hari)agorn,is moorei), a bird as 
big as the gigantic fossil Teratol-ni.r of California. 

L I T E R A T U R E  CITED 
1. O L I V E K ,  W. K. B., 1955 - " N e w  Zealmd Birds." 
2. MONCREIFF ,  P., 1953-196t!--"The Myste~ious Bird of Prey,",,>Iat~uscript lieports. 
3. P E T E R S  .I. I-. 1931 - Check-list of Birds of the World, V d .  1. 
4. MILNE ' E D W A ~ D S ,  A,, 1896 - Ann. Sci. Nat. (2001.). (8)  2. 

ELLIOT W. DAWSON * 
GKEY PLOVEK A l '  LAKE GRASSMERE 

On 20/1/61 I travellecl to Hlenheini with Messrs. E. K.  S. Rowe 
ancl F. C:. Kinsky, en route to the Farewell Spit Field-study Course. 
We stopped at Lake Grassmere, in order to visit the colonies of terns 
and gulls which breed there. As we drove along one of the embank- 
ments, several Gotlwits ant1 some smaller waders flew away from a low 
island about 60-80 yards from us. On our way back we stopped at the 
same spot to see if they had returned. There was no sign of the 
Godwits, but we could see several smaller waders feeding, of which all 
except one provecl to be Turnstones. The  other bird was of a kind 
which none of us had ever seen. 

In  colour it was a nondescript grey, too long in the leg to be a 
Knot and in build not unlike a Golden Plover. This, together with 
the stoutness of the short bill, led nie to suspect that it might be a 
Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarola), so I warned my companions to watch 
for the black axillaries if the bird flew. A few minutes later it took off, 
flying towards our right and displaying clearly to all three of us the 
black axillaries, which were even more conspicuuos than I had expected 
them to be. Although the bird seemed to lack the speckled appearance 
shown in various field-guides, and looked greyer on the breast, the 
missing of such minor details of plumage could be attributed to the 
poor light. The  heavy bill and the black axillaries left no  doubt in 
my mind as to the identification. 

This is the second acceptable record of the Grey Plover in New 
Zealmd and the first for the South Island. 

D. H. KRATHWAITE * 
GKEY-BACKED STORM PETREL A T  MlLFOKD SOUND 
On 17/2/61, during one of the breaks at Milford Sound between 

work in the Tutoko Valley on Kakapo investigation, a small sea-bird 
was brought to me for identification. This bird had flown against the 
lighted window of the radio hut near the Milford Hotel. The  bird 
was a Grey-backed Storm Petrel (Gurrodia nereis) and as it was uninjured 
it was released clown the Sound the following day. 

The general plumage was sooty black with a large extent of grey 
clown the back. The  lower breast and abdomen were white. The  bill 
and legs including the feet were black. I t  was considerably smaller than 
the more widely known White-faced Storm Petrel (Pelagodronza marina). 

BRIAN D. BELL 
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A N O T E  ON T H E  EARLY SPECIMENS OF T H E  TAKAHE 
T h e  first specimen of Notornis hochstetteri obtained at Dusky 

Sound in 1849, is described as caught by dogs, kept alive on a sealer 
for some days, then killed and eaten by the crew. T h e  skin later 
obtained by Dr. Mantell's son was exhibited at  the Zoological Society, 
London. I have examined this specimen, now in the British >Iuseum, 
and feel certain that it had fairly expert handling when first obtained, 
by someone competent as a bird skinner; also some preservative better 
than salt (used for sealskins) or just drying, almost certainly was used. 
If this specimen was killed by sealers and later eaten it is certain that 
any remains of skin, legs and beak rz.oulc1 have been in a condition of 
very poor preservation, quite useless for a tnounted specimen. I n  view 
of the present condition of this specimen, it seems certain that it was 
obtained by a competent collector and preserver of bird specimens. 

T h e  second specimen is recorded as obtained by a Maori at 
Deas Cove, Thomson Sound, in 1851. This  specimen, now in the 
Dominion Museum, must have also received expert attention on the 
spot soon after it was killed. 

T h e  third specimen taken in 1879 near the south end of Lake 
T e  .4nau, is recorded as k i n g  carefully skinned and preservetl by :I 

stiition manager. This  may be so, but  in my experience the average 
f;~rnltlr of to-day would be quite at n loss if faced with the pmblem 
of skinning and preserving a bird. 

T h e  fourth specimen obtained it1 1898 received expert ;~tterition. 
No one tried to skin it, but it was carried by rowing boat twenty-five 
~ni les  to rlw south end of Lake T e  .Anau, and then by coach and rail 
to Dunedin, where it  fortunately :irrivccl in a state to enable Mr. 
Jennings, taxidermist a t  the Otago Rfuseurn, to ~ n a k c  ;I fine job of. 
preserving and mounting it. 

T h e  account of the preservation of the 1898 specimen is un-  
doubtedly true, but 1 feel certain that a serious doubt exists as to the 
exact facts about the circumst;tnces o f  collection of the first three 
specimens. C .  J .  LINDSAY * 

ARCTIC TERNS NEAR MANURAU HEADS 
Four Arctic Terns (Sterna paradisen) were seen perched on the 

rail of the jetty at LittIe Huia, about 58 miles east of Whatipu on the 
northern shore of Manukau Harbour, on the afternoon of 22/3/61 
about 1$ hours before full tide. T h e  birds allowed a fairly close 
approach and were observed for some time through 10 x 50 binoculars. 
They eventually Aew across the harbour, low over the water with rather 
slow regular wing beats. 

T h e  general impression was of long bodied terns, snlaller than 
S. striata and with shorter l e p  and smaller bill. They appeared to be 
adults in winter plumage, and closely resembled the illustration of adult 
female winter, plate 129, T h e  Handbook of British Birds, Vol. V. T h e  
forehead and fore-crown were white, back of crown and nape black 
(one bird appeared to have some very fine whitish markings on the 
black part of the crown) ; upper plumage below the neck grey, folded 
primaries darker grey, and a suggestion of white tips on the secondaries; 
rump and tail, seen when the birds flew, were white, the tail deeply 
forked but the streamers not greatly eIongated; whole underparts white. 
All had black bills; legs and feet blackish, one bird with a tinge of 
deep crimson on the tarsus. A. T. EDGAR 
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OFFICE BEAKERS FOK T H E  YEAR 
P~es iden t :  Mr. A. BLACKBUKN 

N.I.V.P.: Dr. R. A. FALLA S.I.C.'.P.: Mrs, L, E,  WALKER 
Secretary: Rlr. G. R. WILLIAMS Treasure?: Mr. H. R. McKENZIE 
Editor: Mr. R. B. SIBSON Asst. Edilor: Mr. A. HLACKBURN 
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Mr. F. C:. KINSKS 

The  Constitution requires three members of Council retire 
at this Annual General Meeting. l'his year they are: Dr. K. A. Falla, 
Mr. K. H. Sibson and Mr. E. G. Turbott. All are eligible for 
re-election. Nominations were called for to fill the resultant vacancies. 
but only one was received - th:~t of Mr. E. G. l'urbott for the position 
of Member of Council, and I have pleasure in declaring him elected. 
I.ater, this meeting will be askcd for nominations for the positions 
of  N.I.V.P. and Editor and if more than one nolniuation is received 
lor either post, an election will be held by ballot. Mr. F. C. Kinsky 
was appointed by Council to fill rhc place among the office bearers 
uiade vacant by the election of Mr. Rlackburn to the Presidency. 
He will be due to retire at next year's Annual General Meeting, as 
by Constitution, he serves only for the remainder of the term o f  the 
Council member he replaces. 

Society and Comlcil business during the year has been con- 
cerned with advancing the plans for the publisl~ing of the Field 
Guide to New Zealand birds, with making changes in the subscription 
rates for membership of the Society, with the Wader Course at Fare- 
well Spit last January, with the Society's banding policies, a visit to 
New Zealand by the R.A.O.U. in 1962 for one of their well-known 
" camp-outs," changes in the publication dates of " Notornis," and so 
on. All these subjects will be dealt with during the course of this 
meeting and will be open for discussion. 

We come of age this year and with this occasion our member- 
ship stands at about 800 and we are financially sound. 

T h e  Wader Course at Farewell Spit was a ,great success and 
we are grateful to all those who helped make it so, especially Mr. 
H .  D. Bell and the Wildlife Branch of the Department of Internal 
Affairs. 

T h e  Society thanks the Librarian, Miss E. Evans, for another 
year of most valuable service, and Miss M. Mclntyre for her help in 
the running of the library. 

C.. R. WILLIAMS, Hon. Secretary 



BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31st  MARCH, 1961 

Current liabilities 

Sundry Creditors .... .... 98 14 3 
Subscriptions in  Advance .... 93 14 1 
Provision for Index to Notornis 20 0 0 

212 8 4 
Reserve Account - 
Life Subscription a n d  

Endowment A/c. 405 0 0 
Add additions 1960/61 .... 34 0 0 

439 0 0 
General Reserve - 
Balance 1/4/60 .... 861 4 7 
Add Librcry valuatio;" .... 300 0 0 
,, Transfer from Card 

Committee 300 0 0 

1461 4 7 
Less excess of Expenditure 

over Income 14 15 9 

I 
lclst 

Year 
r 164 
1 419 
I 46 
I 
1 12 

641 
I 

4 4 
- 

372 

Current Assets 

Bank of New Zealand .... 134 5 9 
Post Office Savings Bank .... 431 4 5 
Sundry Debtors .... .... 19 16 0 
Subscriptions in arrears  

estimated to realise 4 0 0 

Stocks on Hand - 
Printing & Stationery .... 26 0 0 z 
Banding Scheme .... 

C) 
.... 99 18 0 m 

"Notornis" Back Numbers a n d  V1 
sundry publications 327 16 0 2 

453 14 0 
Addressograph a t  cost 

less depreciation 7 10 2 
Library - Purchases to date  47 6 10 
Add valuation of previously 

acquired 300 0 0 
347 6 10 

Investment Fund - 
Auckland Elect. Power Brd. Stock 700 0 0 

£2097 17 2 



INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 31/3/61 

Expenditure 
Last 
Year 

. . .  Printing " Notornis " .... ... 386 2 7 

.... Postages . . . .  .... .... 60 2 2 
Printing & Stationery . . .  76 5 10 
Banding: Banding scheme .... 52 9 "5 

Banding reports .... 27 12 1 
Free issue to 

operators 23 5 6 
103 7 0 

General Expentes .... .... .... .... 15 11 11 
Back Numbers Notornis " - 

804 expected to be unsaleable 50 5 0 
.... Depreciation .... .... .... .... 1 6  6 

Excess of Income over Expenditure .... - - - 

Last 
Year 

529 

12 

- 

Income 

Subscriptions ... .... .... 536 18 1 
Add Arrears expected to 

produce 4 0 0 

Donations, General .... .... 
Field Week-end:- Whakatane 

Surplus back numbers " Notornis," 
etc.. profit on sale 

Interest . . .  . . . . 

Excess of Expenditure 
over Income 

We report to the members of the Ornithological Society of New Zealand Incorporated that we have examined the 
books, account and vouchers of the Society for the yea i  ended 31st March, 1961, and certify that the above balance 
sheet is properly drawn up  to show the true financial position ot the Society at  that date. We have accepted the values 
placed by your Treasurer on " stocks on hand." 

10th May, 1961 
CHAMBERS, WORTH & CHAMBERS, Auditors 



CARD COMMITTEE 

CARD COMMITTEE 
PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1961  

Last 
Year 

After deducting the cost of the products 
sold from the sales we are left with a 

401 Gross Profit of 

From this we deduct the following 
expenses - 

160 Advertising . . . . 
5 Depreciation . . . .  . . . .  . . .  . . . .  

. . . .  5 General Expenses . . . .  . . 
. . .  .... 20 Donation .... . . 

.... 17 Postages . . . . . . .  

. . . .  25 Sundry Services .... 
. . . .  . . . .  17 Stationery . . . .  .... - 

249 

152 Leaving us a profit on sales of cards of 
1 2  To this we added: Interest Received .... 

. . . .  3 Donations - 
166 So that the Net Profit for the year is 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31st MARCH, 1961 

Our Assets consist of: 
40 Printing Blocks . . 35 0 0 

635 Cash at A. & N.Z. ~ a n k  . . . .  . . . .  568 1 9  7 
117 Stocks .... . , . . . . . .  .... 75 0 0 - 
792 and Total: 678 19 7 

43 From this we deduct what we owe others 92 15 5 - 
749 Leaving us with £586 4 2 

This balance is made up as follows: 
. . .  Profits to 31st March, 1960 . . . .  . . .  749 1 9 

. . . . . .  Profit for year ended 31st March, 1961  137 2 5 

Less the cost of Local Bodies Stock which has 
been handed to the Society . . . .  .... 300 0 0 



TREASURER'S REPORT, 1960-61 

l'he ~~lcmbelship of the Society i\ now 7!)2, being Hon. Life 1, 
Life 66, Endowment 357, Ordinary 331 and Junior 37. Of this total 
9 arc resigning as at 31/3/61. 21 defdulters written off in the current 
year would have made the total 813 had they been carried forward a3 
previously. The  real gain in membership is therefore 20, the same 
as last year. 

Subscription rates for 1961-62 will be 101- Junior, £1 Ordinary 
antl £20 Life over thirty years. A proposal is coming forward to the 
effect that there be an Endowment rate of L1/10/-. 

Financially the Society is getting into a sound position and it 
is expected that its several branches of activity can now bc proceeded 
with confidently. This should be possible for niany years at the £1 
rate of subscription. 

The  printing of " Notornis" has cost a little more but we haw 
had good value. Thc  printers give excellent servicc on good terms. . . l h c  cost would be much greater only for the photographs supplied 
l'rce; this year by Dr. All. F. Sopcr, Dr. K. E. Westerskov, Messrs. 
G. ,I. H. Moon, F. C. Kinsky, D. A. Urquhart, H. J .  Harrington, 
A. J .  Heine, F. O'Leary mcl P. Morrison. Cordial thanks are tendered 
these gentlemen for their gifts of such excellent work. 

The Banding Scheme has been further developed, largely owing 
to a generous grant of El00 by the Wildlife Branch of the Internal 
Affairs Department. The continued co-operation of the Department is 
greatly apprcciated. 

The  Executive has been heartened again this year by the receipt 
of handsome donations and other assistance. Much service of a more 
or less intangible nature, not to be valued in money, has been freely 
given. It must be recognised that the Society owes much of its stature 
to those who travel long distances to business meetings, to entertain 
members, to receive visitors and to further our schemes. 

The  Christmas Card Srhcme has been continued by Mr. R. S. 
<:l~;umbcrs antl his hclpcrs and will be reported by him. 

Our thanks ;ire again prollerctl to Messrs. Chambers, Worth and 
Cl~nmbers for auditinn the books Erec of charee. I t  is realised that 

L, 

this is done at a very busy time o f  year. 

H. K. McIiENZIE, Honorary 

LIBRARY ANNUAL WEPQRT, 1960 

Treasurer 

- 61 

During the year 53 separates have been added to the Library, 
and the 35 periodicals received on exchange have continued to come 
regularly. Some progress has been made with the binding of periodicals. 

39 items have been borrowcd by menzbers. Circulation of journals 
has continued, and three circuits are in operation. 
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.wit11 the greatly increased work in the Museum library, which 
has to be done without any extra assistance, it has been impossible to 
devote as much time as is desirable to the Ornithological Society's 
library. I am therefore, w r y  grateful to Miss M. Mclntyrc for the 
many hours she has given to working in the library. 

A list oE tlic library's holdings of books, pamphlets, separates and 
periodicals has been prepared. 'The list of books, panlphlets antl 
periodicals is appearing in Nolorni.r, while the list of separates will 
appear in  the following number. T h e  library now contains nearly 
700 itenls (exclusive of incliviclual periodical parts) . 

ENID A. EVANS. Hon. Librarian 

N EST 
Annual Report for 

l'hc collcction now 

RECORDS SCHEME 
Year Ending 31st March, 1961 

stands at more t h m  2,500 cards representing 
97 species. T h e  yeat saw the H l a ~ k  Pc t~e l ,  the Crested Grelk, white': 
iacccl Storm Petrel and the Wrybill added to the list. T h e  time has 
~ o m e  to redesign the layout of the nest lecord card as its printing 
blocks have become worn, and to look a t  the possibility of printing 
;I second card for colonial nesting gulls ,tnd terns. During the summer 
Dr. K. TYcstcrskov of Lowcr Hut t  tlcmonstrated various New Zealand 
roology problems at  a field naturalists' zoology course run at  Oliakune 
by the Council of Adult Education of the Victoria University of 
Wellirigton. 

Following correlation ol tlic Society's nest rccord data with thc 
relevant literature records the Organiser rendered to Council details 
of improved understanding of New Zealand's overall clutch size limits, 
d s o  of its overall nesting seasons' limits based on egg dates. These 
details still remain, however, very inadequate for kiwis, grebes, crakes 
i ~ n d  psittacitls in particular, while definition of provincial nesting 
se;tson$ limits antl provincial clutch size limits respectively for  all 
species initst :twait more nest (Inti1 ;tccumulation. 

Furt.her nest chta is also requirctl for getting better understanding 
of the factors affecting nesting times, species nest-site selection in relation 
to vegetation or other profiles, incubation periods, Ixood size variability, 
;md fledging succcss. 

This  year's contributions lollow ns under: 
Over 50 - Dr. M. F. Soper, Messrs. D. V. Merton, H. D. Heather. 
Over -35 - Messrs. D. Brathwaite, 1). C. Dawson, A. Wright. 
Also Miss k1. K. Trower, Mesdames C. Cox, M. McGrath, 

Messrs. E. Dear, H. L. Secker, E. W. Crack, B. D. Bell, N. Ewing, 
H. Enting, H. R. McKenzie, W. Bird, J. R. Jackson, P. Jackson, 
R 3 .  G. Jackson. 

Total accessions .now are: 
stewart Gland Kiwi (1)  Great Spotted Kiwi (1) Yellow-eyed 

Penguin (6) Little Blue Penguin (20) White-flippered Penguin (7) 



Fiordland Crested Penguin (1) Crested Grebe (1) Little Grebe (1) 
Fairy Prion (14) Sooty She;~rwitter (I) Fluttering Shearwater (7) 
Fleshy-footed Shearwater (1) .Allied Shearwater (1) Black Petrel (1) 
Grey-faced Petrel (9) White-laced Storm I'etrel (2) Diving Petrel (26) 
Gannet (4) Hlack Shag (14) I'ied Shag (9) Little Black Shag (1) 
Little Pied Shag (5) King Shag (6) Spotted Shag (3) Reef Heron (17) 
White-faced Heron (5) Bittern (2) Cmada  Goose (14) Mute Swan (3) 
Hlack Swan (1 5) Paradise Duck (4) Grey Tea l  (9) Brown Duck (2) 
Grey Duck (16) Mallard (29) Shoveler (7) Black Tea l  (6) 
H. m .. ~ e r  (4 1) Hushhawk (3) Pheasant (6) Californian Quail (5) 
North Island Weka (3) Pukeko (49) Coot (2) Biack Oyster- 
catcher (18) Variable 0ys~ercatc:hcr ( 5 )  Pied Oystercatcher (44) 
Spur-winged Plover (12) Hantletl Dottcrcl (79) N.Z. Dotterel (19) 
Wrybill (2) Pied Stilt (79) Hlack Stilt (1) Black-backed Gull (96) 
Ked-billed Gull (21) Black-billed Gull (22) Black-fronted Tern  (17) 
Caspian Tern  (7 )  Fairy Tern  (2) White-fronted Tern  (40) Bush 
Pigeon (3) Kock Dove (48) Kaka (2) Kea (22) Red-fronted 
l'arrakeet (2) Shining Cuckoo (2) Morepork (2) Little Owl (8) 
Kingfisher (16) Rifleman (22) Rock Wren (3) Skylark (61) 
Fantail (45) Pied T i t  (9) Yellow-breasted T i t  (1 1) Northern 
Robin (10) Southern Robilr (11) Brown Creeper (I) White- 
head (4) Yellowhead (9) Grey Warbler (34) Song Thrush (394) 
Blackbird (321) Hedge-sparroxv (60) Pipit (16) Bellbird (8) 
T u i  (5) White-eye (48) Greenfinch (46) Goldfinch (157) Lesser 
Kedpoll (27) Chaffinch (50) Yellowhammer (19) Housesparrow (103) 
Starling (79) Mynah (8) White-l~acked Magpie (8). 

H. L. SECKEK, Organiser 
* -  

DUNEDlN - MAY 12 - 14, 1961 

Those who attended the .4.G.M. ;und week-end events were well 
entertained. O n  two evenings showings of colour-slides by two very 
skilful photographers, Dr. M. F. Soper and Mr. G. Chance, revealed 
much of the beauty ol such rare birds as Great Crested Grebe, Yellow- 
eyed Penguin, Rock Wren, Bush Hawk, Yeilowhead; and members were 
very grateful a t  having the opportunity of seeing such fine studies ill 
bird portraiture. 

T h e  two excursions closely followcd the successful pattern set 
in May, ,1955. On the Saturday morning a confident busload, defying 
the overcast skies and bitter weather, set OR down the western side of 
the harbour, noting en route all instructive variety of shags. O n  the 
mole White-fronted Terns  numbered 300 - 400 as in 1955. Several 
Black-fronted Terns were passing t o  and fro and the opportunity was 
taken to note how conspicuous their white rumps are against the 
general duskiness of their plumage. Some of these Black-fronted Terns 
were seen actually to  rest on the gently heaving sea beyond the lines 
of surf. OR the mole a Gannet appeared and one Mollymawk came 
close enough to be diag-nosed as Buller's. Flights of Spotted Shags 
would leave the cliffs and Stewart Island Shags in their bronze and 
pied forms wer.e often in view. hieanwhile a watchful eye was kept 
on  the lamb-sized young Royal .-\lb:~trosses 011 Taiaroa He:td; and at 
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least three were seen to Ile fed, alter ;ctlnlts had suddenly appeared 
gliding round the cliffs. 

Lunch was taken in the bus or  in the shelter of the sandhills 
out of the cutting wind. hle;~nwhile an incoming tide had been 
covering the Aran~oana saltings, mustering the Codwits (c. 70), Handed 
Ihtterels (c. 80), S.I. Pied Oystercatchers (c. 600) and a few Stilts. 
It was during a post-prandial stroll that the really surprising ' find ' of 
the day was made. F.C.K. was the first to  notice a smallish long-billed 
wader as it Hew along the titleline and obliginly settled on a handy 
reel to which dry-shod access was still possible. In  a short while several 
members were studying at quite close range their first Tattler. I t  was 
white underneath except For some very faint barring on the chest; 
and after it was heard to call several times, there seemed to be little 
tloubt that it was of the Siberian race (brevipes). I.G.A., who made 
;I close study of ;I Siberian Tattler ; ~ t  Waikanae over the summer of 
1960-61, pursued this unusual vagrant with his tripod-niountecl nlonocular 
for hall a mile through the shivering shallows, n doughty paddle on 
such ;I clay: Otago H;trllour can thus claim to Ile the southernmost 
locality which :I Tattler has been found to rex:h. On this high note 
we returned to the bus, where some 11:1rtly I~e:rchcombers 11;11 ;I pile ol' 
corpsesfor critical examinat ion. Scver;~l young Sooty Shearwaters wcre 
very thin. Later we werc to learn that Muttonbirds were coming xshorc 
in thousands around the coast, weak ;und stwving. 

Next clay scverxl car-loads ol visitors lelt hopclully in the I . : I~ I I  

lor ?'ai;~ron Head; but though the clouds lifted we were denied ;I closer 
look at the Koyal .Albatrosses. In  the afternoo~l Wickclilfe Bay was 
our destination and here were found under the coastal scrub the 
Yellow-eyed Penguins which sonic of us werc so keen to see. Song- 
thrushes were in good voice and on all sides Hedge Sparrows called 
from the scrub. In  I ' apnui  Inlet a C;~spi;un Tern  w;~s peetctl  by 
the northerners as n lost I;unili;~r iricnd. 

T h e  th;~nks of the visitors are w:~rnily olt'ered to Mr. : ~ n d  Mrs. 
Walker and Hrim Ellis, wlm orpnised such ;I susccssI'~11 week-end. 

- R.H.S .  -*- 
BEACH PATROL SCHEME 

Interim Report for Year 1960 
Work is still in progress on the detailed tabulation and analysis 

o f  the patrols ride during 1960, but it is hoped to have the lull 
report ready lor publication in the near luture. During the year all 
the Society's records of " storm-killed " birds (those published in 
"Notornis" as well as thosc entered o n  beach patrol cards) wcre 
collated. T h e  records cover ;I period of twenty years ;rnd involve 
6,959 specimens, mostly petrels. A summ;lry of this material is being 
prepared for publication. 

During 1960 a total ol 228 completed beach patrol cards were 
received from 18 members; these cards ret ord details of 1,091 specimens 
(44 species), i s .  nearly one sixth ot the total number of specimens 
recorded during the previous twenty years. T h e  geographic distribution 
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of the patrols may be summarised as follows: Auckland West Coast (15 
patrols) , Taranaki Coast (19) , Wellington West Coast (1 14), Welling- 
ton South Coast (32), Marlborough Coast (16) and Otago Coast (16) : 
the remaining 16 patrols were from scattered localities, mostly on the 
East Coast of the North Island. There is still a regrettable absence of 
reports from the Western and Southern Coasts of the South Island. 

T h e  patrols are represermtive of all months of the year; less 
than 50 birds were recorded each month from .January to June, but 
numbers then increased to 66 in Iuly and 459 in August and then 
declined to about 100 per month for the rest of the year. T h e  high 
August figure is due mainly to 5ome very productive patrols ~ a r r i e d  
out a t  that time on the Auckland West Coast; then increased counts 
in August were much less marked in the Wellington Area. 

T h e  most numerous species (total for year in brackets) were: 
Pachyptzla turtur (303), Pufinus gaavia subsp. (160), Pufinus grzseus 
(122), L a ~ u s  dominzcanus (94), Pachypttla belcheri (74) and Eudyptuln 
mznor (59). Among rarer species were Phoebetria palpebrata (2) , 
Halobnena caerulea (2) , Procellat zn cznerea (1) , Procellaria westlandica 
( 1 )  and Stefna fu~cata (6). The Sooty Terns (S. fzucata) are of par- 
ticular interest because there were only ~ i x  previous records of this 
tropical species in New Zealand. T h e  1960 s ecin~ens were found ifi 
July ( I )  and August (5) a t  hlariwai, Rethelr (f) Forron and Waitarere 
(Lev~n)  . 

The  organiser wislics to tliank a11 those who have assisted in 
collecting such a fine set of records (collectively, members have tramped 
225 miles on the beaches of the Wellington West Coast alone). Special 
thanks are due to Mr. B. W. Boescn, who has spent many hours in 
registering the cards as they come in, and in tabulating the records 
that the Society has collected over CI period of twenty years. 

Lower Hutt  P. C. HULL, Organiser 
5/5/61 

Of those marked ' only those numbers of ornithological interest 
are  received. Where individual numbers are monographs, they are  
usually catalogued individually, and will appear in the list under 
authors, while the serial title will be listed here. Square brackets 
indicate that holdings are  incomplete. 
'American Museum Novitates (American Museum of Natural History). 
'American Museum of Natural History. Bulletin. 
Aquila. (Magyar Termeszettudonlanyi Tarsulat) Budapest. v. 50- 1943- 
Ardeola; Revista Iberica de Ornithologia. (Sociedad Espanola de 

Ornithologia) Madrid. v. 1- (1954- 
Auckland Institute and Museum. Records, v. 1, No. 3- (1932- 
Audubon Magazine (National Federation of Audubon Societies) New 

York. v. [481 49-54, [511 52-57, 62- (1946- 
Auk (American Ornithologists' Union) Cambridge, Mass. v. 66- (1949- 
Baldwin Bird Research Laboratory, Ohio. contributions. 17 (1931) 

21 (1932) 
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Bird-banding: a Journal of Ornithological Investigation. (Northeastern 
Bird-banding Association) Boston. v.21- (1950- 

Bird Study (British Trust for Ornithology) Oxford. v.1- (1954- 
Bokmakiere (South African Ornithological Society a n d  the Witwatersrand 

Bird Club) v. 181- (1956- 
Bologna. Universita. Laboratorio de  Zoologia Applicata alla Caccia. 

Ricerche di  Zoologia Applicata alla Caccia. 13-14, 20 (1939-48) 
British Birds. London. v 43- (1950- 
British Trust for Ornithology. Annual Report. No. 20 (1953), 21 (19541, 

23 (1956). 26 (1959) 
Chicago Natural History Museum. Annual Report. 1948- 

*Chicago Natural History Museum. Publications. 
*Cleveland Museum of Natural History. Scientific Publications. 
Condor; a Magazine of Western Ornithology. (Cooper Ornithological 

Club of California) Santa Clara. v. 44- (1942- 
Country-side (British Empire Naturalist's Association) London. v. 115-161- 

!1950- 
Dansk Ornithologisk Forenings Tidsskrift, Kobenhavn. v. 39- (1945- 
Elepaio: Journal of the Honolulu Audubon Society for the Better 

Protection of Wildlife in Hawaii. v. 1-17 (1939-57) 
Emu (Royal Australasian Ornithologists' Union) Melbourne. v. 4-5 [6-101 

11-18 [231 24-35 137-391 40- (1940- 
Explorer: Bulletin of the Cleveland Museum of Natural History. No. 89. 

91 (1947) 
Forest a n d  Bird (Forest and  Bird Protection Society of N.Z.) WeIlington. 

25, 33, 38-74, 76-122 (1931-56) 
'Harvard University. Museum of Comparative Zoology. Bulletin. 

Hong Kong Bird Report. 1958- 
Ibis (British Ornithologists' Union) London. v. 91- (1949- 
journal fur Ornithologle (Deutsche Ornithologische Gesellschaft) Berlin. 

V. 93- (1951- 
Larus: Casopis Ornitholoskog Zavoda u Zagrebu. 2- (1948- 

'N.Z. Dept. of Internal Affairs. Wildlife Publications. 
Norfolk Bird Report (Norfolk Naturalists' Trust a n d  Norfolk 6 Norwich 

Naturalists' Society) Norwich. 1953- 
Notornis: Bulletin of the Ornithological Society of New Zealand. 1- (1943- 
Ornis Fennica. Helsinki. v. 34- (1957- 
Ornithologische Beobrrchter (Schweizerische Gesellchaft fur Vogelkunde 
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(1936- 
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Var Fagelvarld JSveriges Ornithologiska Forening) Stockholm. 15- 
(1956- 

Vogelwarte: Berichte aus  dem Arbeitsgebiet der Vogelwarten. Stuttgart. 
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LETTER 

,4s 1 an1 at present writing n p p c r  on the food and tlistribution 
of the Tuatara, 1 was interested in the note ' Fairy I'rion chick ;tttackccl 
by Tuatara  ' (h'ofornis IX 133) . 

However, the footnote will statld nmelltlment, for in 1885 Andreas 
Keischek and Professor Thomas recortlecl this bird-eating habit of 
Tuataras on Karewa Island in the Bay o l  Plenty (T. X. P. N.Z.I. XVIII 
109, 1885) . 

-- E. S. GOURLAY 
D.S.I.K. Nelson. 

3/5/61 * 
7 7 I h e  Thirteenth Internationid Ornlthologici~l Congress will con- 

vene at  Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, from June  17 to 24, 1962. 

The official announcement and application for membership in 
the Congress are now ready for distribution. Interested persons who 
have not already done so should send their names and addresses to the 
Secretary General as soon as po.s.rible. 

A small fund has been ol~tainetl lo provide partial support lor 
the travel of a few persons coming Eroni outside North America. 
Application l'orms will be sent to persons requesting them. (Citizens 
ot the United States ;und Canada are not eligible.) 

All applications for membership, travel g m t s  and places on the 
programme should be returned to the Secretary General befoie 
D~cember 1, 1961. 

Charles C;. Sibley, Secretary General 
Fernow Hall, Cornell Univerrity 
Ithitca, New York, U.S.A. 



NOTICES 

DONATIONS to 31/3/61 
Cash, General. King's College Bird Club £2/5/-; Bartle, I. A,, 

Dawson, E. W., McDougall, Miss B. £2; Beatson, R. G. S., Broun, W. I., 
Melhuish, Mrs. 1. H., St. Paul, E., Sutherland, W. S., £1; Robinson, Ian S., 
15/-; Dorizac, P., Fagan, I. A., McGinty, P., MacKenzie, N. B., Nuttall, A., 
Rutherfurd, V. M., St. George, V. D., Syme, Mrs. G., lo/-; Sundries 
under lo/-, total £1/11/7. 

Rlustrations: Sladden, B., e l ;  Shanks, Miss R., lo/-. 
Banding Scheme: Internal Affairs Dept., £100; Kinsky, F. C., lo/-. 
Life Subscriptions Increase: St. Paul, R., El4 (Increase from E6/6/- 

to £20/6/-1. 
Whakatane Field Weekmend: Bain, J. W., McGrath, D., Way, W. H., 

E2/15/-, 
Back Numbers of " N.Z. Bird Notes" and "Notomis" Donated. 

(Two years) Atkinson, H., 5; Auckland Zoological Society, 22; Boult, A. A., 
61 (complete set); Bull, G. F., 34; Doig, Mrs. J., 27; Edgar, Miss R., 22; 
Fox, K., 8; Francis, K. E., 6; Hanna, M. C., 15; McKenzie, G. K., 26; 
Roberts, T. M., 8; Tunks, Miss E., 39; Watson, A. H. (Estate), 16; Donor 
Unknown, 24; Sundries, 8. - 

* 
SPECIAL APPEAL 

BACK NUMBER VOL. 9, No. 1 
The June, 1960, issue of " Notornis" is in very short supply. Will 
members who do not keep their back numbers please send this 
copy to:- 

Mrs. Hetty McKenzie, 
.c Journal Despatch Officer, 

P.O. Box 45, 
Clevedon. * 

NEW MEMBERS up to 15/5/61 
The Librarian, Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia 
Aicken, Mrs. H., Ellangowan Road, Torbay 
Braid, A. M., c/o Mr. Peter King, Franz Josef Glacier 
Bernice P. Bishop Museum, Honolulu 
Coles, Miss J., St. Helens Hospital, Pitt Street, Auckland 
Connell, R. B., 303 Rosebank Road, Avondale 
Cradwick, Mrs. W.. G., 78 Fox Street, Hamilton 
Dawson, David G., 100 Marshland Road, Christchurch 
Fitzgerald, Mrs. Beaumont, 6 Tolcarne Avenue, Maori Hill, Dunedin 
Freer, Michael, 43 Carlton Gore Road, Auckland 
Gallop, C. P., c/o Baring Head L.H., R.D., Wainui-o-mata 
Limberg, Hans, Verlag, Aachen, Germany 
Mander, R., Stephens Island., P.B., Picton 
Orum, Miss I. M., Ness Valley Road, Clevedon 
Orum, Miss L. V.,'Ness Valley Road, Clevedon 
Partridge, Tony, 18 Scott Road, Glen Eden 
Warburton, R. J., Franz Josef Glacier 


