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I think we consider too much the good luck of 
the early bird and not enough the bad luck of the 
early worm. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 
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Society you would be very welcome to join us. Our membership 
consists of the whole spectrum of people interested in New 

through keen birdwatchers and amateur ornithologists to 

you will receive a quarterly issue of this magazine Southern Bird, 
which is the Society’s main mouthpiece to members, has articles 
of bird/ornithological interest and both national and local news; 
a quarterly issue of Notornis
annual issue of The State of New Zealand’s Birds, reporting on the 
status of a group of species or those species using a particular 
habitat type; and from time to time either free or discounted 
major Society publications – for example a copy of the latest Atlas 
of Bird Distribution is currently provided free to new members 
while stocks last. This atlas gives a thorough overview of the 
distribution of every bird on mainland New Zealand and some 

of reference books, members have access to meetings, both 

opportunities to gain knowledge on birds/ornithology and 
learning practical skills whilst networking with knowledgeable 
people. Our extensive library of books and journals is open for 
members to borrow and view items. Members are also encouraged 
to provide data to the Society’s schemes, and supply sightings to 
the annual New Zealand Bird Report
tool. These data provide information on which research may be 

processes on the conservation of birds.

For further details and/or a membership form you should take one of 
three actions:

for which can be found on the back page of this magazine.

JOINING THE ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

N E W  R E G I O N A L  R E P R E S E N TAT I V E S
Neil Robertson is the new RR for Southland and Peggy Duncan in the Wairarapa.   
Contact details for all RRs are on the last page of this magazine

C O R R E C T I O N S
Southern Bird two new 

members were assigned to the incorrect regions. 

region rather than Wanganui and Shirley Scadden 
was stated as being in the Gisborne/Wairoa region 
rather than the Wairarapa. Apologies to those 
members and for any confusion caused.



DECEASED MEMBERS
During the year a number of members have 

been made aware.
One of those is Don Merton who had a high 

Zealand, but around the world. During the year 
Council elected Don as a fellow of the Society and 
it gave me much pleasure to present him with 

Keith Owen and Regional Representative Eila 

Don was unwell but still made us welcome and 
was clearly excited to receive the recognition 
from the Society. The death notice in the paper 
proudly acknowledged the award that the 
Society had given him. 

Wildlife Service/Department of Conservation 
Seabird Ecologist died at his home. Mike had 
been active and freely gave of his time to 
Society activities. 

These deaths are a sad loss with their 
wealth of experience, and bird study in New 
Zealand can ill afford to lose the accumulated 
knowledge of these two members.

their families.

COUNCIL
As is the usual practice Council met 

formally twice in the year under review, with 

There is however frequent contact between 

projects or raising issues for discussion. 
Members can be assured that there is a hard 
working team of Councillors working in the 
best interests of the Society. 

COUNCIL ELECTIONS
The only change to the Council at this Annual 

Meeting is that Stuart Nicholson has decided 
to retire. Stuart has been working in England 

to provide meaningful input into Council 
discussions via email. However, he has decided 

are proving to be to the detriment of his input 
which is always to a high level. His analytical 

Nominations were called for secretary as 
the present secretary retired by rotation. The 
only nomination was Peter Gaze and he is 

year term. 

David Melville’s term also ended and 
his position was one of the two that were 
advertised in the March issue of Southern Bird. 
The nomination for David was the only one 

That leaves one vacancy and Council is 

year term. 

CHRISTCHURCH EARTHQUAKE

Christchurch to appreciate the ongoing effects 
of the Christchurch earthquakes. While we 
see the images on television the ongoing 
tremors and disruption to normal life must be 
devastating. 

wishes to the members in the Christchurch 
region and hope that your lives can return to 
normal in the near future. 

Members should be aware that the printing 
of Notornis and Southern Bird is undertaken in 
Christchurch and that both editors live in the 
Christchurch area. The earthquake has had 
serious impacts on the publishing company, 
with a part of their building demolished 
and access restricted for a considerable 
time. Council is grateful, however, that they 
have made arrangements to continue the 
production of Southern Bird and Notornis as 
close to schedule as possible. 

We are also grateful to Nick Allen and Jim 

particular was severely hampered as he was 

and was operating from a tent on the lawn 
outside the building. 

NOTORNIS 

that the publishing of Notornis has not 
yet returned to the intended schedule. As 
mentioned above there have been some 
extraordinary circumstances that have added 
further delays outside the control of the 
editor and that has certainly not helped the 
situation. 

The main delay at present, however, is a lack 

encourage members to take this opportunity 

‘to do’ list. Now is your opportunity to get 
them published quickly. 

As will be seen from one of the remits 
at the annual meeting there are some 
concerns among members over the cost of 
publishing Notornis. Council has therefore 
been investigating alternatives including 
an option to reduce the number of issues 
each year. Another option that has been 
considered during the year is an offer from 

Taylor and Francis, a publishing company, to 
publish and distribute Notornis. This matter 
was considered by the Council who decided 
that this was not a viable option at this time. 
These investigations have been lead by 
Murray Williams. 

work during this year. He has indicated that 
he is prepared to continue in the role in the 
future and is looking forward to the time 
when distribution is on schedule to ease the 
pressure on himself. 

SOUTHERN BIRD
Nick Allen has continued to produce 

Southern Bird virtually on schedule throughout 
the year. There were minor delays following 
the earthquakes as Nick concentrated on 
family affairs at that time and Council fully 
appreciated the circumstances. 

Some delays in the distribution of Southern 
Bird 
posting it with Notornis to reduce distribution 
costs. Until the cycle of production of both 
publications can be synchronised those delays 
or additional costs will need to be tolerated. 

Nick has requested that Council consider 
allowing him to publish extra pages, as he 
is consistently obtaining more copy than can 

members to continue to supply copy, even 
if there is a slight delay in publishing, it is 
frustrating for the editors if they need to chase 
additional papers at the last minute. 

Nick has agreed to continue in this role and 

Following the successful distribution of the 

decided to review the rationale behind this 
publication. We are currently reviewing 
whether to continue it in its present form, 
and if so, whether to continue on an annual 
or biennial basis. These decisions are still 

coming year. 

initiated and collated all of the issues to date, 
and provided the proofs to the editor of the 

been the key to enable the Society to produce 
these publications, and we are grateful for 
her efforts.

NEW ZEALAND BIRD REPORT
There has been little progress with 

producing the New Zealand Bird Report, 
mainly based on the lack of suitable records 
and incomplete coverage. Derek Onley, who 
is acting as the editor, does not believe that 
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quality to produce a worthwhile publication.
Council, however, believes that it is 

necessary to have some system of publishing 
members’ sightings. This is a topic that was 
discussed between Council and Regional 

be that the existing work completed by Derek 
becomes an example of the required standard 
for Regional Recorders as opposed to the 

We are therefore continuing to investigate 
suitable options but in the meantime it is 
essential that members continue to make 
and record observations and submit them 
through regional recorders so that the data 
are retained for future publication. 

a valuable resource as long as sightings of all 
birds are submitted. Over a long period of 
time this will allow population trends to be 
determined, even of common birds that at 
present are not studied.

UPDATED WEBSITE

been the driving forces behind this project. 

Hutzler and T Gear Charitable Trust in 
arranging for the grant that made this work 
possible. T Gear Charitable Trust has also 
provided an additional donation above the 
original grant because of the quality of the 

items of interest that members believe should 

who can make the necessary arrangements. 

gratefully acknowledge the efforts of those 
involved in establishing it originally. The creator 

time was a university student, and he devoted 
many hours to not only its development, but 
over the years has kept the site updated and 

We also acknowledge the contribution of 
Andrew Robertson who has hosted the site 
over all those years at no cost to the Society.

RECORDS APPRAISAL COMMITTEE
As noted in the annual report last year 

the rare birds committee had a considerable 
backlog of sightings waiting for consideration. 

decided to disband the rare birds committee 
and establish a new records appraisal 
committee under the convenorship of Colin 
Miskelly. The amended terms of reference 
and new working arrangements have been 
highly successful and the backlog of records 
was processed early in the year. The way is 
now clear for sightings that have not been 
reported to be formally submitted. 

One reason we now have a streamlined 
process for dealing with submissions is due to 

paperwork among all involved. We extend our 
thanks to her for the support that she provides 
to Colin and the rest of the committee.

are not formally recognised by the Society. 
Any of the birds on the appraisal list need to 
pass through a formal approval process to the 
committee before they can be accepted into 

can be submitted online through the new 
website. This will make the process easier.

Council is aware that the standards for 
acceptance are set relatively high, but this is 
necessary to ensure that records accepted by 

work in so quickly clearing the backlog and 

appraisal system. 

PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE
Peter Frost and his small committee have 

been active through the year but, as reported 
last year, the response from the regions has 
been disappointing. The intention of the 
committee is to provide support to regions 
in planning and organising activities, not 
necessarily to organise the activities alone. 

A successful example of the type of activity 
that the committee is promoting was the joint 
venture with the Miranda Naturalists' Trust 
in organising a shorebird counting workshop. 
This was fully subscribed and provided the 
basis for the participants to assume a greater 
role in wader counts, and hence enable a 
greater coverage to be achieved. 

workshop, on the same topic, organised by the 

Trust volunteers as tutors in her local region. 
This is the type of opportunity that the 

ideas for projects or activities they should 
contact Peter for guidance and any necessary 
assistance. 

Surveys of membership over the years have 
indicated that members want workshops 
to stimulate and expand their interests. 
This committee exists to assist that process. 
However, members need to support these 
workshops and use the skills acquired to 

committee, has tended her resignation due to 
the pressure of other commitments. As can be 
seen above, she has been an active member 
of the committee. We thank her for her inputs 
and enthusiasm. 

BEACH PATROL SCHEME
The beach patrol scheme has again proved 

to be the most active of the Society’s schemes 
and patrols are regularly undertaken in most 

ordinator and provides support where required 
from either regions or individual members. 

Most of the records are now submitted to 

him to quickly assemble the data for the 

on cards submitted so far.

NEST RECORD SCHEME
The number of cards submitted to the 

nest record scheme in the past year has been 
disappointing, with only seven cards sent in 
from two observers. This is a poor return on 
a project that can be undertaken throughout 
the country, on an individual basis, with a 
minimum of skills.

With members looking for activities that 
they can undertake in their own back yard 
this is a relatively simple recording system 
that can provide long term datasets. The 
value of this type of scheme lies in the volume 
of records over a long period of time and that 
can only be accumulated if members make 
the sightings and report them.

Roger Sharp, the convenor of this scheme, 
has reported that one set of nesting cards 
were analysed this year as part of a research 
project. We thank Roger for his ongoing 
efforts with this scheme.

MOULT SCHEME

species have been obtained.
This is also a project that can be completed 

anywhere, with skills that can be easily learnt. 
These records can be obtained from birds 
picked up on beach patrols, or from road kills, 
or during banding projects. The collection of 
data of this nature is most useful when in 
large volumes. All records are welcome, but 
we need records of native species especially, 
as little is known about their moult sequences.

SOCIETY LIBRARY 
The large collection of books that the 

Society has accumulated over the years is 
integrated into the Auckland Museum library. 

who not only catalogues the books but also 
distributes periodicals around a mailing list. 

circulating copies by post.  
Another aspect of the Auckland Museum 

library holdings is the Museum’s agreement 
to allow the Society to store archive material 
there. This material has been accumulating 
over a number of years and passed from 
person to person, becoming a huge pile of 
boxes with no indication as to their contents. 

Over the past few years, however, Michael 
Taylor, an Auckland member, has sorted 

Michael has reported to Council that the 
Society needs to develop a framework to 
deal with future incoming material and to set 
clear guidelines on what material should be 
retained in the archives. 

We need someone experienced in archival 
record keeping, either to advise the Society 
or to continue Michael’s work to ensure that 
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would be interested in discussing this matter 
further with them. 

the work that Michael has done and thank 
him on behalf of membership. 

MEMBERSHIP

virtually identical to the previous year. This 
is a reasonable situation bearing in mind 

schedule and the current economic state.  
A number of members have expressed 

to me their displeasure at the delay in 
publication and have delayed payment 

criticism, Council is making every endeavour 
to rectify that situation. 

There is now a much greater awareness of 
the value of bird observations, not only from 

The challenge for the Society is to harness this 
interest and provide activities that encourage 
and enhance this experience. 

The membership database is currently being 
revised as part of the website update. Once 
this system is fully tested it will be possible 
for members to pay their subscriptions and 
change their personal details online. This will 
substantially reduce the work load on the 
volunteers who maintain that database. 

This work is currently undertaken by 

volunteers. Their work is made even more 
onerous in that the bulk of it occurs over the 
December/January period. 

ordinating postage, which is an extra task made 

time and reminder notices are required. 

SENIOR MEMBERSHIP

a senior membership category was raised. 

investigate this matter and gauge its demand 

by Murray Williams in considering options, 
and the likely support for this type of 
membership class. 

They reported back to Council during the 
year that there were unknown consequences 

regions. Their investigations were hampered 
by the lack of information available on the 
age of members. Council considered the 
report and decided to not proceed with a new 
membership category at this time

AUSTRALASIAN 
ORNITHOLOGICAL CONGRESS

This congress is held every second year and 

Ornithological Society of New Zealand. This 
year’s congress is being held in Cairns at the 

to attend this event, which showcases bird 
research from both countries. 

The Society has made a bid to host the 

prepared by Mel Galbraith and his team, and 
while we are still awaiting the decision we are 

QUEENSLAND UNIVERSITY 
WADER PROJECT

Researchers at the University of Queensland 
were successful with a bid for funding from 
the Australian Government to undertake 
detailed examination of the migratory wader 
populations that visit Australia and New 
Zealand each year. While some information 
has historically been available it has been 
known for some time that this is less than 
reliable, particularly when compared to the 

project in New Zealand. 
The Ornithological Society has agreed to 

make the relevant information available to this 
research project as the bird populations are 
common between New Zealand and Australia. 

only one of the countries in isolation. 
This will be a mammoth research project 

but its outcomes will be essential to helping 
drive conservation efforts throughout the 

will be the OSNZ representative on the 
project steering committee.

AUSTRALASIAN SEABIRD GROUP
For a number of years there have been 

moves to establish a network between 
researchers in Australia and New Zealand 
in relation to seabirds. While there is already 

it requires a formal structure to obtain the 
greatest value. 

A joint committee was established following 
the recent world seabird conference. This 
informal group has been considering options 
and has made recommendations to Council, 
which have been accepted and Council is in 

on establishing a formal structure. This 
structure would be a committee of people from 
both countries, with a separate subscription fee, 
similar to the Australasian Wader Study Group, 
and reporting to the parent organisations.

EXTERNAL ADVOCACY

the meeting as the representative of the 
Miranda Naturalists' Trust, which is the only 
New Zealand partner at present. 

several discussions of relevance to the 

of the researchers who will be working 
on the Queensland University Wader 
Project reported above. This was useful in 
gaining background material that assisted 
the Society in making the decision to join  
this project. 

Group to gain information in relation to 

developing cooperative programmes. The 
Society has subsequently decided to join the 
Australasian Seabird Group, although in the 

also join the wider group. 

discussions with the Chief Executive of the 
EAAFP regarding the possibility of the New 
Zealand Government joining as a partner. 
He subsequently visited New Zealand 
and we travelled together to Wellington to 

General of DoC, to discuss the possibility of 
the Government joining the partnership. This 
was a productive meeting and we are hopeful 
that the Government will now reconsider. 

took the opportunity to raise several issues 
with Kevin in relation to the work of OSNZ 

 State of New Zealand Birds reports, the 
Seabird Working Group, and the possibility of 

an annual basis to discuss issues of common 
concern between OSNZ and the Department.

FINANCIAL

during the year and following the resolution 

were accepted by Council. 

the year and went to the auditor for inspection 

reports are available and were approved at 
the annual meeting.

as treasurer. 

APPRECIATION

level where the bulk of the contact is made 
with members. Without their efforts the 
Society would slowly stagnate. 

The only two changes to the Regional 
Representatives through the year are 

Neil Robertson in Southland, and in the 

for their invaluable contributions to OSNZ 

for Manawatu, and hence it will be necessary 

diversity of activities that are undertaken 

enthusiasm among members that spur us 
in Council to put in the effort to keep the 
organisation moving forward.

is the direct link between Council and 

Southern Bird
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M E R I T O R I O U S  S E R V I C E  AWA R D S
The following members were presented with the Meritorious Service Award at the OSNZ 

PA D DY  L AT H A M  
years and for most of this time also performing the duties of Regional Representative or 
regional recorder. He has also been instrumental behind wader counts, studies of shorebird 
distribution and beach patrolling.

H U G H  C L I F F O R D  has contributed largely to the work of the society in the Waikato 

seabird study.

A N D R E W  RO B E R T S O N ' S  support for the society’s website has been of long 

Andrew has been instrumental in allowing the site to be hosted on the servers of Chelmer 
Financial Services. This has resulted in a huge saving to the society and has allowed the 

website without this support.

B R E N T  S T E P H E N S O N  has been the webmaster for the society’s website since 

even though he has often been absent overseas on business. The redevelopment of the website 

the Regional Representatives. During the 

reduced and this has meant that she has 
been less available but still provided the 
key linkages and assisted in various society 
matters tidying up loose ends.

Council would also like to record its 
appreciation to the members of the committees 
who generally undertake work in the 

background without any members’ recognition. 

Council for their efforts during the year. Some 
individuals have been named within this 

regularly asked if being President occupies 

that it did not. However, during the past year 
this has changed as we now have an active 

Council, with each member active in their 
own areas and reporting back to the group, 

a sign that the Society is moving forward and 

DAV I D  L AW R I E
President

NOMINATIONS FOR REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 2012

nominated for an unlimited number of terms.

from that region and must be consented to in writing by the person nominated, who must also 
be a member of the Society.

FREE ATLAS  FOR NEW MEMBERS! ! !
The Society is extending the presentation of a free copy of the Atlas of Bird Distribution in New 
Zealand 1999-2004
members will receive a copy of the index to Notornis, Fifty years of bird study in New Zealand 
1939-1989.  Pass the word to people who maybe haven’t got around to joining the Society yet 
that now is a very good time to do so. Not only do they obtain membership of the premier 
society for those with an interest in birds and ornithology in New Zealand and the South 

atlas is an impressive and weighty book that which will be a delight for anyone with even a 
small interest in New Zealand’s birds.

For details of how to join the OSNZ:

membership form.

the inside back cover of this issue of Southern Bird.

AOC 2011 Cairns
The Australasian Ornithological 

Conference will be held at the Cairns Campus 
of James Cook University in Tropical North 

oral presentations. 
Abstracts for contributed papers should 

be prepared using a set template, and must 

Early bird full registration paid by 1st July 

rates are available for students. James Cook 
University's preferred payment method is by 

Congdon, Organising Committee Chairman 

CHANGE OF VENUE AND DATES FOR

ICCB 2011  
5 t h  t o  9 t h  D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 1 

AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND

Due to the temporary closure of the 
Christchurch Convention Centre following the 
February earthquake, the meeting venue for the 

Sky City Auckland Convention Centre with 

Please visit our website for the most 
current information on the meeting (www.

regularly to bring you the latest information 
on the venue, accommodations, conference 
trips, social events, and more.

MEETING THEME
Engaging Society in Conservation (Te 

Whenua, Te Moana, Te Papa Atawhai 

much of society carries on business as usual. 
How can conservation professionals engage 
with society to achieve positive outcomes 
for conservation without compromising our 

We hope you will join us in Auckland for 

the science of conservation, and how we can 
engage all aspects of society in conservation. 
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This award is to acknowledge the work 

of ornithology and his contribution to The 
Ornithological Society of New Zealand over a 

of Canterbury. The title of his thesis was 

robin Petroica australis australis at Kowhai  

Ralph has been a member of the 

been an active member of the Wellington Region and now, living in the Marlborough, Ralph 
continues to pursue bird studies.  He has also been very active at the senior levels of the Society 
for many years and has always been generous with his support to other members.

undertook a range of ecological studies on birds and the environment.  During his professional 
career he made himself freely available to Ornithological Society members over a period of many 
years, either as a guest speaker, providing advice or through answering queries in his quiet and 
effective way.

and M.Sc theses, including several current members of the Society.

S P E C I F I C  AC H I E V E M E N T S :

consistent commitment to upholding its Aims and Objectives.

Ralph has been involved in three OSNZ national study schemes through providing:

Ralph has been an enthusiastic member of the Wellington Region, has been a frequent 
speaker at local meetings and has provided administrative support to RRs for many years.

Ralph’s involvement in various Wellington regional projects between 1981 and 2007 has included:

A study of roosting shags at Karori Wildlife Sanctuary

Karori Sanctuary

A study of nesting biology of Feral Pigeons in Wellington

Contributing towards the Wellington Harbour bird surveys

environment in the Department of Conservation, including on New Zealand Pigeons, Kaka, 

recovery plan, and more recently Ralph reviewed the impacts of wind farms on birds. During 

of birds and rodents on Niue and contributed to the preparation of a guide to the birds of 

biology published in Notornis.

Memorial Award. 

Ralph (right) receiving his award from the President

B IRD  PEOPLE
OSNZ member Neil Hayes QSM has been 

honoured by the UK’s Royal Chartered 
Society for the Environment with the 
award of Chartered Environmentalist. 
This is the UK’s, and possibly the world’s 

Engineering Designers in the UK, in 
association witth the Society of the 
Environment, invited Neil to be one of the 

Chartered Environmentalist. Neil has been 

work is well known in the UK.
The Hayes Family have owned part 

and have been working hard to restore 
the lagoon environment to what it was 
a century or so ago by planting nearly 

undesirable willows, eliminating nearly 

more wetlands, enhancing the wetland 
environment and placing a protective 
covenant on the area. After close to forty 
years Neil is still involved in the efforts 

Teal from extinction.

NEW MEMBERS
A warm welcome is extended to the 

following new members:

We also thank the following members for 
their generous donations to the Society:

William Abbott; Raynor Asher; Matu 

Galbraith; Henning Grossmann; Frances 

ROBERT  FALLA  M E M O R I A L  AWA R D
R A L P H  G R A H A M  P OW L E S L A N D

Southern Bird



the year a number of local and regional activities were initiated or 
supported, along with developing a national survey of Caspian 
Terns, and a national agreement to standardise techniques and 
share information on banding passerines. We see our primary task 
as supporting such initiatives with suggestions, information and 
assistance in organising training, where requested. We would also 

many independent activities being undertaken by individuals and 
groups across the regions.

COUNTING WADERS 

As reported in the last issue of Southern Bird, a wader counting 

allowing the course to be offered to members at a greatly reduced 

of censuses; how individual data collection efforts combine to give a 
global picture of shorebird numbers and trends; how this contributes 
to good decision making; and, not least, how to go about counting 

as this is dealt with separately by the Shorebird Centre. On the second 
day, the participants were teamed with more experienced counters to 
conduct the normal spring census of shorebirds at Miranda.

character, both to meet local needs for such training and because its 
proximity to Miranda made it easy for two tutors from there to travel 

some of whom were already experienced at counting shorebirds. The 
course was limited to one day and was free to participants. Costs were 

The participants considered the course a success. Most felt that 

that people could get out in the afternoon to count birds around high 

be to link such courses to ongoing or planned projects in which the 

we would like to develop such courses in future.

Discussion between the organisers and participants on both courses 
raised some questions for the Project and Activities Committee to 
consider. Whereas the courses focused on counting birds in large 

attention, including how to avoid double counting birds that are 

who attended the course have something to which they can refer 
later, to refresh their memories, but also for local leaders planning 

materials so that the course can be transferred to and delivered by 

exist internationally so various frameworks are already available. 
What is needed is some agreement nationally on methods and the 
requisite level of detail to be provided. What is the best approach to 

opportunity to discuss and agree on standardised methods, but to be 
most effective, some groundwork needs to be done beforehand: for 
example, preparing a draft manual for discussion. These and other 
points raise will be discussed and acted on in the coming months. 

BIRD BANDING
A model for national agreement on standardised approaches comes 

a weekend workshop for those involved in training other banders. 
Experienced banders included Mike, David Melville, Peter Reese, Paul 
Sagar and John Stewart, together with seven OSNZ members from 
Marlborough and Nelson who are at the next tier down in banding 
skill. The primary aim of the meeting was to discuss forming a National 

continuing to pursue their own projects, agree to use standard methods 

tackling national issues. This proposal was adopted and will be taken 
forward to Council. Ongoing discussions are being held by email on 
unifying methods; what biometrics and moult data to record; how to 
ensure that trainees are taught ‘best practice’ during banding courses; 
and the procedures for progressing trainees. The group plans to meet 
again next year at around the same time to review progress and move 
forward. A regular column in Southern Bird is envisaged, highlighting 
the work being done by the group.

Another activity that took place earlier this year was an opportunity 
for OSNZ members in Northland, Auckland and Waikato to 
assist Auckland/Waikato Fish and Game catch, process and band 

we hoped, people could have a chance of gaining or consolidating 

take part and were duly assigned locations and dates, but in the end 
only six people turned up as planned. Most of those who didn’t make 

requires baiting and capturing large numbers of waterfowl in a short 

as possible, so as to minimise the stress of capture, these events are 
precisely timed and quickly completed. Rescheduling them is seldom 
possible. Moreover, the narrow seasonal timeframe is dictated by the 
biology of the birds: if banding is attempted earlier in the season, 
many of the birds are moulting and therefore unlikely to be caught 
in the baited cage traps that Fish and Game use; if done much later 

more mature birds, a distinction that is important when estimating 
the impact of hunting on the dynamics of waterfowl populations. 

novice banders to gain much experience. 

Nevertheless, with a better understanding of what this work 
entails, some members may still be willing to take part. Answers to 

those who could not, indicate that there is interest in being involved 
in future. They also provided some valuable ideas about how we 
might organise things differently. For example, when working with 

participation, rather than leave this to the host organisation, where 
other priorities prevail. Having a single contact person, responsible 

transport arrangements of the volunteers, would allow the OSNZ 
to provide a more satisfying and worthwhile experience for its 
members. Feedback was also received on the catching and banding 
itself, and we need to ensure that members who take part are fully 
briefed on what to expect and what they will be doing. Overall, the 
activity provided an opportunity to learn about the mass capture of 
waterfowl, and how to age and sex them. We also need to provide 
more feedback on the number of birds and species caught, and how 
this compares with previous years. 

if the programme will be extended for a few more years, or cut back 

try to involve those who want the opportunity, implementing the 
changes outlined above. The Wellington branch of Fish and Game 
is apparently planning to start a similar banding programme to 
that just ending in Auckland/Waikato. We have contacted the Chief 
Executive of Wellington Fish and Game and expressed an interest in 
providing similar opportunities for OSNZ members in the Wellington, 
Wairarapa and Manawatu regions. This will be followed up once 
more information is available.8 Southern Bird

FROM THE  PROJECT AND ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE
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CASPIAN TERN CENSUS
Southern Bird

details of the upcoming survey to regional representatives, with a 

isolated breeding pairs, and testing methods of counting nesting birds 
from a distance. Feedback so far has been limited, but the plans will be 

are interested in taking part, look at the article (Southern Bird 43:
see what is being proposed, and contact your regional representative or 

in your region.

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AND OUTREACH
Carol and Detlef Davies (P and A committee member and Far North 

engaging pupils at a local school with talks and activities on birds. We 
hope that lessons learnt from this process might be taken up and applied 
in other schools in the region and beyond. A call for information about 
similar initiatives elsewhere in the country has so far gone unanswered. 

from and extension to other regions. 

OTHER REGIONAL ACTIVIT IES
We know that there are a range of projects being carried out in 

different regions. Many of these are summarised periodically in branch 
newsletters, all of which are available on the OSNZ website at http://

about them and what potential there is for linking them nationally. 

forest, estuary or freshwater lake. Others involve monitoring a given 

practice, it is usually up to these members to approach those organising 

contact the Project and Activities Committee so that we can see what can 

but need to discuss it with others, raise the issue with your regional 
representative and then, if warranted, approach us.

We are also keen to explore the opportunity of getting more synergy 
among similar activities being carried out independently in different 
regions. For example, although most people surveying forest bird 

a ‘count area’ when surveying shorebirds, then comparability of the 
results could be compromised. (A ‘site’ is the whole area of contiguous 
habitat over which a local population of shorebirds ranges at a time, e.g. 

site that are counted separately but simultaneously in each survey, e.g. 

a series of adjacent count areas, each of which is counted separately at 

among those doing similar work in different areas to ensure consistency 

Group may be a useful model to follow: encouraging individual groups 
to pursue their own interests using a core set of standardised methods, 
while being willing to share data for the purpose of evaluating national 
trends.  

resigned because of pressure from her many other commitments. Her 

like to record my thanks to other members of the committee – Carol 

inputs and support during the year.

PETER FROST 
Convenor: Project and Activities Committee

Birding Tours 
 

Australia and beyond!

Phone: (61 8) 9330 6066

Web: www.coateswildlifetours.com.au

Email: coates@iinet.net.au
GSA Coates Tours Licence no 9ta1135/36

• Informative naturalist/birding leaders

• Small groups (6 - 14 participants)

• Scheduled tours or private charters

Kennedy Ranges, Mt Augustus & Karajini National Park 
14 Day Camping Tour 

Departs 12th August 2011

Western Explorer

See Lake Eyre at its best & the magnificent Flinders Ranges
20 Day Camping Expedition
Departs 21st September 2011

Anne Beadell Highway Outback Expedition

Explore the unique wildlife of this exotic country
15 Day Accommodated Safari 
Departs 20th November 2011

Costa Rica Wildlife Safari

Discover the birds of this naturalist’s paradise
8 Day Accommodated Tour 
Departs 27th August 2011

Christmas Island Bird Week

Explore the wildlife of Western Australia’s Outback
11 Day Camping Tour 

Departs 14th August 2011

Lorna Glen - Canning Stock Route

Experience the world’s largest temperate woodland 
15 Day Camping Tour 

Departs 31st August 2011

Holland Track & Greater Western Woodland

For our full 2011 tour program contact: 

PHOTO: KEVIN COATE
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Sturt National Park was one of many areas in the arid zone that experienced a boost from 

Australia.
Much of the stony red and brown gibber plains of this area of the northern Strezlecki Desert 

copperburr vegetation.

increasing, with many species not seen in recent years present at Mt Wood. Some resident species 

breeding while other species seldom seen in the arid zone were attracted to the area by the new 
sources of food.

Our two week trip to the Sturt Desert in June/July was organised by Charles Sturt University’s 

year for the past eight years for a diverse range of students who help carry out bird and mistletoe 

Most students had not visited the arid zone before, nor seen mammals such as Red Kangaroo, 
Echidna, and native mouse species. Field techniques new to many were demonstrated, such 

included bird ecology and distribution in this part of the arid zone, and mistletoe species and 
sandalwood distribution.

shearing shed and an Open Air Pastoral Museum.  
Raptors were well represented at Sturt, including the infamously elusive Grey Falcon that 

was seen at several locations in the park. Sparrowhawks were plentiful hunting among the Red 
Gums and Coolabahs along the dry creek beds, and Nankeen Kestrels and Australian Hobbies 

with one pair very close to an old nest site at Mt Wood, and another pair with one chick in 

common raptors seen, and were frequently encountered in their familiar perch and stoop roosts 
throughout the national park.  

Another highlight for the raptor enthusiasts was watching a Spotted Harrier coursing a low 
stony ridge near Mt Wood and successfully swooping on prey. This raptor was seen in the park 
on several occasions during our stay.

the park, sometimes staying for a day or two. These included juvenile Nankeen Night Herons, 

I N  N O R T H  W E S T  N S W  

This Crested Bellbird sang from the 
very top of a particular dead tree 
every morning near our base in the 
shearers' quarters at Sturt National 
Park.  (Photo: Suzi Phillips).

Arid Zone BirdingArid Zone Birding

1

2

3

A bird surveying party rest between dry 
creek bird counts at Mt Wood in Sturt 
National Park. (Photo: Suzi Phillips)
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infect mainly parrots, it has recently been found in other birds such as corvids, ducks, geese, 

Watson demonstrated his taxidermy skills to the attentive student audience, deftly turning this 

be added to the Australian Museum collection.

and a male with a territory near the Shearers’ Quarters was observed calling from his perch 
atop a dead eucalypt most mornings. Other birds in woodland and dry creek beds not far 

nest preparations.   

observed by most of the students while conducting the last of the creek line bird surveys on 
nearby Stud Creek.  

pairs seen mating, nesting and feeding chicks. At the  lake there was also a pair of Australian 
Hobbies near a nest site that were seen plucking a budgie each, perched together on the bough 

inhabit the lake.  Once they do locate it they tend to establish and breed quickly, so it will be 
interesting to compare populations in the next few years. 

crossing.  Highlights in that area also included a pair of Great Crested Grebes with chicks, 

Grasswren in suitable habitat there.
For everyone on the trip there were different birding highlights, and most gained a new 

appreciation of the ability of the birds seen there, to take advantage of a boom year in an area 

decade of drought while others were exploiting a new area in good times.

1. 

at Mt Wood in Sturt National Park. 
2. A pair of Little Corellas above a dam 

at Mt Wood in Sturt National Park. 
3. The iconic Sturt Desert Pea near the 

shearers' quarters at Mt Wood. 
4. A juvenile Black Kite hit by a four-

wheel drive, rests at the Mt Wood 
Ranger Station in Sturt National Park. 

5. This Crested Bellbird sang from the very 
top of a particular dead tree every 
morning near our base in the shearers' 
quarters at Sturt National Park.  

6. A gang of more than 30 Apostlebirds 
often used a corridor of woodland trees 
to access the dam at Mt Wood. 

(Photos: Suzi Phillips).

 
Tom Rambaut

Cinnamon Quail-thrush by  
Tom Rambaut

6

4



d. Save your daily log (all birds seen on that 

separately from the application and stored on 
the phone’s memory card. This avoids using 

up valuable phone memory, and lets you add 
your own photos. One excellent suggestion 

available for personal use under open source 

many species. My hope is that a full set can be 

created by contributors donating photos and 
sounds to a shared pool. Credits are displayed 
on the screen of the phone application.

by how many inconsistencies exist between 

an error free upload, but there remain some 
anomalies between species and subspecies. 
The Wrybill Tours checklist is also used by 
many birders and is a great document for 

leave the resolution of these inconsistencies 
to the experts, but at least the mobile 
application provides a fast and simple way 
to distribute updates. The smartphone checks 
the Android Market daily, and alerts you if 
any of the applications on your phone have 
been updated. The download and installation 
process is largely automated and completes in 
a minute or two without erasing any of your 

Southern Bird 
Peter Frost asked the question: “When you go 

This article is about making these tasks easier. 
Research has shown that when we leave the 
house we take, in order of priority, our wallet, 
keys, and the third most commonly taken 
article is our mobile phone. (For some readers 
binoculars or spotting scope may be the next 

the simple mobile phone has evolved into a 
smartphone – examples being the iPhone, 

provide internet connectivity and can run 
software applications just like a PC.  

There are smartphone applications to 
help you Tweet, blog, SMS, email and 
interact on Facebook; but are there any to 

a few. Audubon’s American bird guide is 
available for the iPhone (http://tinyurl.

North America for the iPhone (http://

Geographic also have a custom mobile device 

again only for the US market (http://www.

application for Windows Mobile users for 

New Zealand checklist available yet, and as it 
is linked to the bird information on Wikipedia 
(which is comprehensive and optimised for 

photos and bird calls, and a link to bird entries 
on Wikipedia that will provide more detailed 

to strike a balance between autonomy (for when 

the amount of data stored on the phone. The 
objectives for this application are to:

screen shots below show how you would 
record a bird sighting using the application, 

import facility. The steps are:

a. Select the bird from the list

RECORDING  YOUR  OBSE RVAT IONS

a. Select American Golden 
Plover from the list of birds

c. Log the sighting – this can 
include GPS position if 
your phone is equipped 
with one

b. Confirm that you have the 
right species

d. Save the days’ sightings, 
writing out a log file in 
eBird format to the memory 
card on the phone. 

e. Log in; Submit Observations; 
select “Import Data”; browse 
to the eBird file created in 
step (d) and select “eBird 
Record Format (Extended)”.  
Then Import File.

12 Southern Bird
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personal user data such as your life list and 

recently reported a possible New Zealand 
record of a Collared Petrel off Northland, 

checklist was available on the Android Market 

required through the Records Appraisal 

printed checklist, which can take years to 

world is hugely advantageous.
There are a handful of New Zealand users 

several hundred people overseas running 
the US, UK and Australian versions of 
the checklist. My application is only for 

Android phones and Android tablets such 

to see a plethora of mobile devices over the 
next few years. Just as Microsoft Windows 
programs won’t run on an Apple computer, 
smartphone applications will only run on 
the phone they are designed for – so Android 
applications won’t run on an iPhone, and 

that can cost hundreds of dollars, 
smartphone applications only set you back a 
couple of dollars so switching platforms isn’t 
so painful. Tablet computers run the same 

before the end of this year.
Now you can own a device on from which 

you can Tweet, blog, email, view photos, 
watch your Michael Jackson music videos, 
and also log the birds you see and upload 

excuses for not logging those bird sightings! 

will provide invaluable bird distribution 
information for birders and researchers. 

DUNCAN WATSON

To see more information or to buy Duncan’s 
application ($3.50) see https://market.android.
com/details?id=com.NZBirdingChecklist

The reason for the large increase in the number 
of kilometres covered was the weekly count 
done from a vehicle travelling to and from a 

Kaipara Harbour entrance. The largest beach 

Sooty Shearwater juveniles were counted on 

The region with the best birds per kilometre 

kilometre, largely the result of the annual 
mortality of juvenile Sooty Shearwaters.

The region with the greatest mileage was 

Four sections had no patrols done: Canterbury 
South, Wairarapa, Fiordland and Westland. 
The average recovery rate for the whole 
country is around 1.1 birds per kilometre. 

B I R D S  R E C OV E R E D :
Southern Royal Albatross 1; Northern 

2 0 0 9  BA N D E D  B I R D S

Scheme is due to the dedication of those 
hardy souls who brave all manner of weather 
conditions to trudge the weary miles in search 
of decaying corpses. Please note any banded 
birds on the forms or cards and please note any 
obvious cause of death. Keep up the good work!

BE ACH  PAT RO L  SC HEME  2009  PREL IMINARY REPORT  L LOY D  E S L E R

Section of Coast No. of Cards No. of Birds km Covered
Auckland East AE 9 27 23
Auckland West AW 81 718 501
Bay of Plenty BP 6 22 9
Canterbury North CN 13 155 144
Canterbury South CS - - -
East Coast NI EC 3 5 7
Fiordland FD - - -
North Coast SI NC 10 32 29
Northland East NE 21 279 194
Northland West NW 62 1,044 2,896
Outlying Islands OI (Chatham) 2 5 2
Otago OT 3 15 3
Southland SD 58 2,030 232
Taranaki TA 40 175 234
Wairarapa WA - - -
Westland WD - - -
Wellington South WS 38 109 94
Wellington West WW 39 147 102
Totals 385 4,763 4,470
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Far North
Three indoor lectures have taken place so far this year, beginning 

10 preventing Kevin Matthews getting to us for his lecture on Dune 

a month or so earlier. 

on the west side of the highway on the Aupouri Peninsula and several 
on the Karikari Peninsula. Kevin explained the problems resulting from 
stock grazing close to the shores, the effects of green algae and some 
rampant introduced plants. The healthier lakes have interesting birds 

more to discover. 
Far North birding has been rich in the last three months. A few of 

us made an impromptu trip to Rangaunu Harbour in late March when 

noticed that it had a broken wing and half its upper mandible was 

seems to be little that can be done to prevent this, due to the lack of 

Plover. The focus then diverted to terns. Kevin had seen a Common 

found three birds, one in full breeding plumage, a rare sight in New 

bright yellow bill with black tip.

an annual Far North event. This year’s expedition was considered the 

rarities galore, including what were considered to be New Zealand’s 

Tahiti Petrel, Gould’s Petrel, Wilson’s and New Zealand Storm Petrels 
and Grey Noddies among a host of commoner species, it was a trip to 
provide lasting memories.

A day trip out of Whangaroa a couple of weeks later in southerly 
winds couldn’t compete with that, but those on board, including 
visitors to New Zealand and beginners found plenty to generate interest 

The region continues to assist local schoolchildren in generating an 
interest in birds and we hope that they will again take part in the Garden 

library seem to generate some interest too.
Finally, those involved in a translocation of Whiteheads from Tiritiri 

collect some birds too. At present these are the only Whiteheads in 
the region.          

DETLEF DAVIES

Northland

Queensland, and others from Werribee near Melbourne. Many of his 
shots were of ‘birds in action’, enabling us to see Fairy Martins nest 

said ‘Will close in one hour’.

vegetation, or taking off again. We were also treated to a selection 
of New Zealand birds, including some lovely shots of New 
Zealand Shovelers at the water treatment plant in Rewa Rewa Road 

juveniles. We all enjoyed the presentation and Ron’s informative and 
lively commentary. 

feeding. The three rafts merged into one huge mass of roosting, 

DoC Whangarei have received some reports of low numbers of New 

back’ last season.

CLARE BURTT, JANET SNELL and the WAIPU FAIRY TERN GROUP

Waikato

chance for the convenors to give summary reports for their given 
projects. This year we heard reports on the monthly counts at Hamilton 

the exception of Ashley Reid stepping down from the Committee and 
Graham Saunders being voted on. We thank Ashley for his contribution 
while on the Committee and welcome Graham to this new role.  

number of members gathered for a few days of bird spotting. On the 

Ducks and Pied Stilts were all recorded, and later on at Rotoehu, 

added to the list, but not before some of the party had a dip in the 
‘invigorating’ lake! Other birds spotted during the day included Tui, 

at night, a Morepork. The main objective of the weekend, however, 

Kokako for a few years, so were able to direct the group to the prime 
locations where the birds were heard and seen in the tree tops. Next 

Good times were had by all.
To follow up the Kokako trip, Sandra was the April speaker and 

talked about her Kokako PhD research into dialect variation between 
different populations. The amount of work that has gone into collecting 

talk represented hundreds of hours of work. 

enjoy the changing of the seasons was postponed until May due to very 

group of members ventured out. Unfortunately, the groups of members 
arrived at slightly different times and went in different directions to 
luncheon, only to meet up later when walking around the grounds! 
Despite this, it was a very pleasant way to spend a few hours, and 
double brownie points went to Andrew Styche for bringing enough 

dominated by exotics, but an interesting array of geese and waterfowl 
was present.

Also in May, Eva Fucikova talked about the PhD research that she 
conducted in the Netherlands. The largest crowd of the year turned 
out for Eva’s talk, which may have been something to do with the 

under false pretences, all of us were treated to a very interesting talk 
on research looking the individual personalities of animals. Often we 
think only humans are capable of having differing personalities, but 
exciting research is being conducted that is investigating this in a wide 

that individuals of this species respond quite differently to the same 

Regional Roundup
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Regional Roundup
stimuli. This concept has broader implications into understanding the 
evolutionary and adaptive functions of animal behaviour, and is an 
incredibly interesting area of study.

DAI MORGAN and GRAHAM SAUNDERS

Bay of Plenty/Volcanic Plateau
The region was struck an awful blow in April when Don Merton 

died, with many members attending his funeral at Sulphur Point, 

regarding naming of individual birds, so now a petrel banded on the 
day of Don’s funeral has a name of ‘Merty’.

Other petrel developments in the region are a mixed bag. The April 
May period saw petrels returning to their buried burrows, after the 
January avalanches. They were seen to be attempting to dig their way 
to the burrows. Their instincts must be such that taking over empty 
burrows was possibly seen as more of an issue than locating the old 

The children have mainly been Kiwi Conservation Club members 

illustrated talk about two islands in the South Atlantic on each side of 

The differences between these two groups of islands because of the 
convergence is remarkable, and Tony structured his talk in such a way 
to make these differences plain to the most naïve South Atlantic birder.

early May by Julian Fitter, whilst Tim picked up a summer Sanderling 

Egret. He also saw a Reef Heron at West End, Ohope, in a particularly 

Julian Fitter also reported a White Heron at the Kaituna River. 
Presumably the same bird was also seen in the nearby Kaituna Wildlife 

PAUL CUMING
Taranaki

Emily King from DoC returned to another small gathering at our 

project in Egmont National Park. As the ducks have become established 
and breeding in the wild has occurred the focus is now shifting to the 

Whione, which is similar to the Kiwi operation nest egg, with eggs 
being taken from the wild population and raised in captivity before 
being returned. Those who can get out of bed on time will be heading 
out for a look when monitoring resumes in November. The two pairs 

been claimed by me as a new species for the area as some of their DNA 
must have reached here eventually.

Some members had headed south during March with Helen Elder 

King and Spotted Shags, black Fantail, White Heron at Pupu Springs 

Dolphin and Orca. Meanwhile David and Carole Medway toured the 

this wasn’t a birding trip but David compiled a good bird list anyway 

Albatross Encounters just to see Sperm Whale was spoiled by many 
species of pelagic birds getting in the way including Northern and 

Morepork somewhat early this year.
Members’ reports for April noted an increase in the number of 

highlight of the morning.

Messenger had three New Zealand Pigeons around their home, one or 

Mokau. Carol Keight was watching Eastern Rosellas feeding on Flax 
seeds around her home, also noting an increase in Fantails. On a trip 

Saddlebacks and Robins.
With Miro and Cornus capitata fruit ripening in Pukekura Park David 

Medway was busy watching New Zealand Pigeons and many active 

Hartley has noted an increase in Pied Shag numbers at the Awakino 
River, from a regular two to four. His last count was eight and it will be 
interesting to see how it goes from here as Pied Shag are not often seen 
about Taranaki despite being both north and south of us. The regular 

capped Albatrosses from South Taranaki beaches. At Waiongana an 

afternoon hundreds of Fluttering Shearwaters were working over 
Kahawai in the bay and out at sea. This and albatrosses going past 
earlier in the month keep me returning to the beach.

PETER FRYER
Hawke’s Bay

planned and the organisation of our local group discussed. Helen 
Andrews agreed to remain as Regional Representative on the proviso 
that some of her workload was shared out. Christine McRae and Jim 

to continue as Regional Recorder, and Margaret Twydle agreed to 

roundup for Southern Bird. 

attended. Some new members and visitors were welcomed along, and 

along with two Pectoral Sandpipers were seen at the Southern Marsh 

where we were well looked after by local members Margaret and Dave 
Fraser. They promised us some good birds and they certainly delivered 

afternoon walk along the beach and rocky shore turned up more New 

having another look at the Whimbrel, several Fernbirds responded to 
a taped call allowing everyone good views. We ended our visit with 
a walk through a local reserve which preserves an interesting area of 

While we were enjoying Mahia, Sav Saville was at Ahuriri 

around for about a week so a number of locals were able to see it. The 
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stunning breeding plumage before they departed.

Haumoana – Tukituki Estuary area, and a White Heron was sometimes 

 MARGARET TWYDLE
Wanganui

Organised branch activities started again in February when monthly 
meetings resumed. Paul Gibson entertained us with a show of 
photographs of birds taken last year in southern Queensland. Paul had 
gone there in the hope of photographing some of the many waterbirds 
to be seen on Queensland’s coastal wetlands. Unfortunately, his visit 
coincided with one of the wettest years on record in Australia, which 
resulted in most waterbirds moving inland to breed along the Darling 
and other rivers in the channel country.  At one coastal wetland near 

Moral of the story: don’t try photographing waterbirds during a ‘big 
wet’ unless you can get to their inland breeding areas. That said, Paul 
did manage to get some superb photographs, albeit just not those he 
had hoped for. 

how social and economic developments in China are affecting birds 

economic, social and environmental changes occurring there. Some of 
these have adversely affected birds and their habitats, others such as 
the widespread reforestation of formerly denuded landscapes, have 

on which large numbers of Tui, New Zealand Pigeon, and Common 

the New Zealand Pigeons as they tried to get out of the way of it. Other 
than a small neighbouring forest patch, equally isolated, the nearest 

away, across the Whanganui River. Tui and New Zealand Pigeon can 

the swamp forest.

sanctuary on the North Taranaki coast near Tongaporutu, courtesy of 

when only two people managed the trip, this year three of us made it, 

seen on land but more were heard, both on land and in the air above 

colonies, we were intrigued by the relatively high pitched calls of the 

at times from the background noise of the sea crashing against the base 
of the cliff. This led to some speculation about the nature of the forces 

of reports on sightings of both common and unusual birds, seasonal 

the gulls remain through the winter, the terns eventually move on. 

Regional Roundup
Peter Frost separately recorded up to four Arctic Skuas harassing the 
terns offshore from the Whanganui River mouth. Ormond got some 
particularly good photographs of the action. The skuas stayed around 
for a couple of days before moving on, perhaps following some of the 

runway. We are still not sure if these are birds moving locally among 
sites such as the airport, estuary and adjacent dune gravel slacks, or if 

the dotterels seem to get out of the way of the planes using the airport, 
two Pied Oystercatchers were not so adept. The plane was undamaged, 
at least not to an extent that prevented it continuing on its way. The 
birds were not so lucky.

from when on it seems every Song Thrush in the district started singing. 
This is still a week earlier than average. Singing in autumn may be 
associated with the establishment of winter territories, as happens in 
Europe in places where Song Thrushes are resident throughout the year.

between Oroua Downs and the turnoff to Himatangi (Manawatu 

Unfortunately, despite a couple of us searching for the Cattle Egrets 

none have been seen yet. Only four birds came back there last year, one 
alone and three together, but did not stay. Although not reported on 

memory is lost and the link to a particular site broken. Observations in 

Notornis
some birds do return to the same sites in successive years. That work 
needs to be extended, to establish the consistency of group membership 
over time and whether these birds keep together at both ends of their 
migration range.       

PETER FROST
Wairarapa

sharing of historical memories of OSNZ in the region. The year was 

excellent meal outdoors surrounded by garden and mountain views.

AGM, chaired by new RR Peggy Duncan. Retiring committee member 

service. Following the AGM the indoor meeting featured Emil Schmieg 

Miranda Naturalists’ Trust’s annual summer training course. Hopefully 
more of our members will be inspired to attend this course.

presented a general history of the island and native fauna introduced 
to the island.

graphic descriptions brought back so many memories for those of us 
who had been to the Chathams and stirred those who had not to put it 
on their dream list.

for members.
BARBARA LOVATT
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Wellington

While the two organisations have some major common interests 
they also have some important differences. These were discussed in 

his talk was the need to have good information in order to establish 
management practices for sustainable development that is sympathetic 
with maintaining good habitat for birds. This has been particularly 
important in the management of the river systems in the Mackenzie 

organisations that strives to conserve birds, their habitats and global 
diversity through working with people towards sustainability in the 

particularly effective way of identifying conservation priorities. Susan 

feature which has its own set of conservation challenges.  
 

resource for students interested in ornithology. Andrew Digby from 

talk at the May meeting was complemented with recordings and 
spectrograms. Andrew has been able to identify vocal signatures for 
individual birds but has been unable to demonstrate any evidence of 

Kiwi. One fascinating feature of Kiwi vocalisation is the male and 
female duet. Kiwi are able to modify their calls based on what they 
hear from their mate.  

GEOFF DE LISLE
Nelson

Nelson Haven. The increase of these birds has concerned the Nelson 
Airport Authority, with the potential for aircraft strikes. To reduce 
numbers Nelson Fish and Game have recommended shooters target 
these birds this season.

this bird. Six years ago only parts of the Waimea Estuary were covered 

Marahau. Marahau in particular appears to have a thriving population, 
and for those interested birds can be seen near the third walkway 
bridge at the start of the Abel Tasman Park especially after a high tide. 
Trapping carried out for mustelids etc. in the region is unquestionably 
a factor in the improved status of this bird.

with Robin and Sandy Toy carried out a listening survey for Great 

points were established from the Cobb Dam to the head of the valley. 

for two hours. Calls were heard from some of the upper valley sites on 

company for exploratory drilling rights. No information was available 
for environmental threshold values and subsequently the applicant 

and associated feeding seabirds and marine mammals in the peak 

Australasian Gannet. To complement the aerial work surface surveys 
were conducted, and Rob's illustrations showed some 'green' looking 
people after many hours at sea.

Sandy Toy presented a talk in May entitled 'The Tale of Two Kiwis' 

and the Great Spotted Kiwi into the Flora Track area of Kahurangi 

important to gain support from the local population. To this end they had 
considerable success with school children and adults involved in naming 
individual birds and following progress by asking Sandy when she was 
in the area how such and such bird was faring. Twelve Great Spotted 

last recorded in the area, and it is hoped that if this small population can 

have been seen near Appleby and Motupipi this autumn, and there 

DON COOPER
Otago

So far this year indoor meetings have been very well attended with 
standing room only on one occasion. We have had exotic themes, with 

breeding seabirds. Research on the island is extremely challenging and 
we in Dunedin were very impressed with the demanding physical 
work required to be a bird biologist in such a place; eroded gullies and 
cliffs, constant gales, chest high fernbush, tussock and bracken, bogs 
and bird burrows everywhere to overcome in search of birds. Their 
time was spent on several projects including monitoring the breeding 

They also banded and attached geolocators to skuas, prions, petrels, 
etc to plot movements. The biggest conservation concerns are billions 
of House Mice, and an invasive weed, Sagina. Much of Graham and 
Kalinka’s time was spent removing the weed and assessing the risk 
to land birds of a potential mice eradication program. The endemic 

be mitigated by taking a founder population into captivity before the 
poison drop, to replenish stocks afterwards. To test the feasibility of 

kept moorhens and buntings. 

earth Atlantic forest and white sand, dry Cerrado shrubland with the 

have been listed. Most families are represented by many species: 

We enjoyed the splendid photos of these, to us, exotic birds and were 

conservation in such a poor country. Human activity is the main 
ecological threat; the burning off of forest for crops and cattle ranching. 

Cunninghame, a past Otago OSNZ member, with her project on 

Here too are massive conservation problems, with New Zealand 
methods for rat eradication starting to be employed.

On the local scene the Otago Harbour Survey has two months 
to go to complete two years of monthly surveys. Comparisons with 

Regional Roundup
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previous surveys are being analysed and some of the data presented 

harbour appears to be a very important habitat, especially for a wide 

Otago has applied to the Council for permission to dredge the harbour 
and dump the spoil off Taiaroa Head. Several members have made boat 

terns seen regularly. There is no data to determine what effect the 
dredging operation will have. The outcome of the hearings is pending.

Over summer the Falcon Study Group was active, locating six nests 

also been done. A successful summer picnic was held at Aramoana with 

Taiaroa Head the young Northern Royal Albatross chicks.
MARY THOMPSON

Southland 

bird for this part of New Zealand. Other rare birds to be spotted in this 

Our February wader count turned in to a March count as bad 
weather and unavailability of members forced a change of dates. 

spotting and volunteered his services for the weekend. Highlights 

down on previous years.

times. The remains of a Marsh Crake were also found on the lagoon 

parakeets calling at Omaui Reserve during a bird count; not a common 
occurrence. New OSNZ Southland member Glenda Rees from Gore 

and amongst the New Zealand Dotterel population there. Glenys took 
some other members to look for this bird and it was found once again 

attempted to get some video footage. Glenys and Neil moved as near 
to the birds as they could as we with scopes stayed further back when 
a small swell moved towards the birds on the oncoming tide and the 
New Zealand Dotterels took fright and started running towards Neil 

and Riverton. Some of the birds had band combinations which have 
been passed on to Rob Schuckard. One Turnstone had been banded 

geolocator failed and did not provide any information. The Australians 

on the movement of Turnstones between Australia and New Zealand.
PHIL RHODES

Regional Roundup

As reported in previous issues of Southern Bird, the OSNZ is 

pairs. There was considerable movement of colonies, however, 
some disappearing and new ones forming.

threats to coastal habitats and the birds within them. The data 
on Caspian Terns being collected by the OSNZ is an important 

coastal birds. This is a great chance for you, during your birding 
outings, to contribute to an important research project and, we 
hope, to better conservation of these and other vulnerable coastal 
breeding species.

Caspian terns lay from late September to early December (with 

of the nests and number of adults present. From these results, 
you should then plan the next visit to occur just before hatching 

pairs had nests with eggs, the next visit should be three weeks 
later. Conversely, if most birds are incubating then plan to revisit 
the colony a week later. Don’t try counting within a colony once 
there are chicks as this will disturb them, something we need 

incubating birds from a distance using binoculars or telescope.

so if you know the location of a colony, or even a single pair 
of Caspian Terns, please contact your RR, who will provide you 
with full survey instructions and reporting forms. Send your 
records in to the RR’s who will then forward them to me. Each 
season’s results will be published in Southern Bird.

MIKE BELL 
Caspian tern survey co-ordinator

CASPIAN TERN CENSUS

Caspian Tern colony, Bell Island, Nelson. 
Photo by Willie Cook

Caspian Tern chick and eggs in nest scrape. 
Photo by Willie Cook
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Regional Reps and What's On
Far North

detlefdavies@yahoo.com 
Northland

Evening meetings, second Thursday of the month, phone David 

Auckland

South Auckland

Waikato

Email magpiemorgan@gmail.com

 
Bay of Plenty/Volcanic Plateau

osnzbop@gmail.com
Evening meetings – second Wednesdays of Feb, April, June, Aug, Oct 

Gisborne/Wairoa

Email helenandrews@xtra.co.nz

organised regularly. Please contact Helen Andrews for details.

Taranaki

following Sunday. 
Wanganui

contact Peter Frost.

Manawatu

Evening meetings – second Wednesday of Feb, May, Aug and Nov, 

Wednesday of each month and also at other irregular times.

Wairarapa

peggyduncan@paradise.net.nz

trips are the following weekend. Contact Peggy Duncan for further 
details.

Wellington

Please report all Wellington Region bird sightings to the Regional 

Nelson

building is on the right hand side of Cross Street, just beyond Dickson's 

Marlborough

banding, each weekend during February and March, at Jack Taylor’s 

Canterbury/West Coast

Otago

Contact Mary Thompson.

Southland




