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QUOTATION

The swallow of summer, she toils all summer,
A blue-dark knot of glittering voltage,
A whiplash swimmer, a fish of the air...

The swallow of summer, cartwheeling through
crimson,

Touches the honey-slow river and turning

Returns to the hand stretched from under the eaves —

A boomerang of rejoicing shadow

Work and Play by Ted Hughes.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

The recent Council meeting saw great
progress in implementing the Strategic
Plan. The decisions made should
allow the Society to better achieve its
aims and provide added value for our
members. One of the Society’s great
strengths is its volunteer ethos and it is
the volunteer spirit which has resulted
in the amazing achievements of the
first and (soon-to-be-published) second
atlases, many years of fundamentally
important counts of waders, banding,
and recording and the myriad other
activities that are the Society’s reason
for existing.

As the Society has grown, however,
and society at large has become more
complex and time more the enemy,
some tasks that were formerly within
the reasonable bounds of volunteers
have become so complex and time-consuming that the functions, activities, and
progress of the Society are being compromised. Since it was suggested in May
2006 that one way of easing the burden would be to appoint an Executive Officer,
an idea that had been around for some time in various forms, the possibility of
our being able to afford such an officer, and the duties and responsibilities that
might be expected of them, have been under investigation by the Administration
and Development Committee.

Atits November meeting, Council decided, dependent on a positive result of a
comprehensive financial appraisal by Treasurer Mark Nee and the Administration
and Development Committee, that the Ornithological Society will appoint an
Executive Officer. That officer will be contracted to be responsible for the day-to-
day administration of the Society’s affairs, facilitating communication, ensuring
that reports are prepared on time, that resources are available to convenors, and
that all records are kept up to date and schemes implemented. The terms and
conditions of the position will be advertised early in 2007, but I will be pleased
to hear from anyone who might be interested in taking up this challenging and
interesting position.

The roles of the present committees of the Society (Scientific, and
Administration and Development) have been more clearly defined by the
experience of the past couple of years. As the names indicate, these committees
presently provide, respectively, scientific quality control for the Society’s schemes
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of developing activities and programmes for the members. I
proposed to Council at the November meeting that a Projects
and Activities Committee be set up to assist in expanding the
Society’s activities, and to develop information resources and
training programmes. This committee would both generate
ideas and programmes for Council, and oversee the production
of information and training resources, and especially the
organisation of activities such as national and local field study
and other courses.

The committee would seek ideas from the Regions and
membership at large, and bring to Council plans for furthering
the study and enjoyment of birds in New Zealand. The terms
of reference for such a committee are being considered at the
moment; I will welcome ideas to putin the mix for consideration
when the terms of reference are drawn up for submission to
Council. While I am always wary of adding bureaucracy, I
believe this would provide a chance for members to contribute
ideas and expertise and enthusiasm in ways that will make a
real difference.

The demise of Classified Summarised Notes as annual
contributions in Notornis has left many members wondering
where they can see their records and observations in print.
With the Lazarus editions in the June 2006 issue being the
last to grace the pages of Notornis, filling the gap created
has, as Paul Scofield and I recently mentioned in a letter
to Regional Representatives and Regional Recorders, been
exercising Council and the Scientific Committee for some time.
We appreciate the essential nature of an outlet for members’
observations, in a less formal (and perhaps less threatening to
the contributor) environment than that afforded by Notornis or
even Southern Bird, and that many observations and records
of birds in New Zealand can be lost. We had been hoping
especially to be able to take advantage of the new information
technologies and provide a web-based reporting system. Any
such system has to be, so far as possible, ‘future-proofed” and
certainly affordable to the Society in the short and long terms.
Unfortunately, the Landcare Research system, which showed
considerable promise, is still not developed enough and we
have decided to strike out on our own, to maintain continuity.

From 2007, OSNZ will publish an annual New Zealand Bird
Report. To quote some of the content of the letter to Regional
Representatives and Recorders, this will “include the present
Rare Birds Report and CSN, as well as the annual reports of
the Society’s schemes. The NZBR would be distributed to all
members annually, as an insert with the posting of Notornis.
However, as with all OSNZ schemes, the new publication
will need an editor with the drive and initiative to ensure that
NZBR is produced. Council is keen to hear from any member
who wishes to take on the task.”

“Council and the Scientific Committee hope that Regional
Recorders will still vet records, but would encourage members
to submit their records electronically to a Web-based database
(currently being developed) that will be accessible via the
www.osnz.org.nz website. Records submitted electronically
will be sorted by region and sent to regional recorders to vet.
This will speed the digitisation of records and hopefully reduce
the work involved in editing the report. We recognise that not
all members have computers and that Regional Recorders
may be required to digitise records that are not submitted
electronically.”

All members of the Society should acknowledge the many
hours of toil by the compilers of CSN over the years; Council
and I offer our collective thanks for those efforts by generations
of volunteers, which have gone largely unrecognised
and unappreciated over the years. NZBR will require a
similar commitment in the future; we hope that having a
separate publication will emphasise the value of members’
contributions.
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by the Scientific Committee and adopted by Council in
November. I will be writing to Regional Councils and other
local bodies and organisations actually and potentially faced
with proposals for wind farms to circulate the document and so
bring OSNZ'’s position to their attention. Recently, the Society
has been mentioned, without the Society’s prior knowledge or
consultation, in decisions relating to conditions for proceeding
with planning on such infrastructure projects. While it will be
difficult to prevent statutory bodies making such conditions
without our assent, we hope that by circulating our policy,
we might encourage dialogue rather than have to react to
pre-emptive strikes. The Society could then take advice on
the merits of each case, as to whether we wish, or are able, to
provide information to the parties involved.

This is perhaps the place to remind members that only
designated office-holders, such as Regional Representatives,
can speak for the Society at public meetings or otherwise, and
then only after consultation with Council or its representatives.
Inadvertent or misunderstood comments can, under present
legislation, lead the Society into places it does not want to go,
and indeed lay it open to cripplingly expensive proceedings.

The Society’s submission on the proposed revision of the
Schedules to the Wildlife Act 1953 reached DoC on time.
I apologise for the lateness of the request for comments.
However, despite that, a pleasing number of members took the
opportunity to send in their views and suggestions and these
have been noted. While some members did not agree with
our treatment of some species, a clear majority supported the
general thrust of the submission. In the end, as with most such
exercises that appear out of the blue, with a short deadline,
and yet with such far-reaching implications, the resulting
submission has to be a compromise between the desirable and
the workable.

We now know that species such as Spur-winged Plover and
White-faced Heron colonised New Zealand for the same reasons
that let those such as the Pied Stilt and Harrier colonise several
hundred years ago —largely the elimination of competitors and
the creation of new habitats by humans. Hence, to discriminate
against species that came here in the past century would be to
try and forestall a process that has been the origin of most of
the avifauna: colonisation from Australia and elsewhere. The
species introduced deliberately by humans are another matter,
and most were recognised as mistakes shortly after their
arrival. Indeed, several (including Mallards, Common Mynas,
and Australian Magpies) are posing real risks to the well-being
of the indigenous fauna.

We felt that subjective decisions, almost always made without
recourse to data, on which species might or not be “valuable’
or ‘damaging’ to whatever interested party takes up a cause,
are counter productive and that all decisions should be made
on a scientific basis. We support a baseline position that all
native species should be protected automatically. Exceptions
based on cultural or other grounds should be made against the
background of the intrinsic value and ultimate vulnerability
of our own fauna, but, most importantly, on the basis that the
harvesting of any native species must be done under a rigid
scientific management structure to ensure that that species is
not vulnerable to unforeseen decline.

Chris Robertson reported to Council on progress towards
publication of the Second Atlas. I am not sure that he, close
to the project as he is, really appreciates the magnitude of the
achievement in terms of its impact on New Zealand ornithology,
and indeed as a model for other sciences to follow. Achieved
by Herculean volunteer efforts, it is a production of the first
importance to New Zealand and will, I am sure, be valued and
envied offshore as well. As co-author of a book that has been

Xy >>> CONTINUED OVER PAGE



BETEE AW T FY s T TEEE A TR W TEHTHBRET TR BTy YRy e
New Zesland in genveral, owes 2 grost St 1o those sospomseble
for the ormsgnal Adas, and Sor i Leger and drightiy-colowred

Shpring Al This s cow letancw whary O Jund Dodbde
laJ.‘.n.‘-.n(-"\ o B foundatan of IV

Py and o ooncdede an aboeady overhy g codeeony, |
At 0 e vl of e MRy oF The Saaiwty s
elamving s o sevods vl of eveiaer g Dl e A0 el Bome
hormwtun Ve mred Samawr The ety o L P | fresend
mermbers in aoguening mdormmabon on New Jealand bards and
thetr ha®etats and bedury e by codectirng and aschirrng thewe
(Sate b gt o)) dovurments. Peaswe scan your boolodwives foe ol
notebooks Bt coukd be held -~ cther s B oniginal o 2% 2 copry

In the IBNS aachines, and imcourage cthwe ssembers 2030 S

ST Too man e '~~lJ'lJ.s AT Ten 2w Dwinng vt 258 Thiogn

hal Iy Il sy RERMTANE Pared, ION TN Ot 30 Ow ool

W vears 0o oo, Rahis o pebdication and othey mumiers can
4

ol e aprond Setore Wl prmend, bl New ..'.-'l'.i.n-,l:-t'.v'_,

wil be et of thse dxumerts o N saved My w st hw
P loemadon roem K Krmal )Z.-.nun'--\.\ o ‘u-.'-'}\v' am
wall aborve $9¢ hormunony” Sor thern has beoue™t in theee S AL
s L2z | oam oobing forvard S the ovsd w0 that the Somiitie
LComenitior can S plans for national mookioning schermes

We sowd 1o bnow whae propdy are Soung and w hat they thark

that the Sockcty » st dosag, o meve things abesd

o e

MEMBERSHIP
RENEWALS

PO Box 120008 Henderson, AwcAland

OS50 ML et Koger Murp® rirr s0n
’

RED-BILLED GULL
USING A 'TOOL" AS AN AID
IN FISHING

In e varly v of A | vevorrder XOA Sorah

o the Aok of Ber vae ™ oo 2 M A o 1YL rvid e hlaend

) W

{ il ponsd as sbwe obseryved

Fhe soa won s calm s S provers
A singie Red-Dulind Ll aanding over hw v In B ovalay of 9w
sound. The bard evestually Dowe sosse 200 2 b0 S shooy when
I wissaed 2 '\‘\-‘ and rvourned o ot S 10 m abane e
satace 'l-u.i--'j-\’”- Pl 2 \‘n\’-5'n.' o caxh
o of the sovall By that s attennd wih the ~‘~'~l°)v

| s 1ol v 2y o (et (et A s o (\”\ ENNE s )

fare Mk

spoees for docados, agrors that ¢ 1 & rvond urvarsesd Doy woer,

of wd v i Poew h\\'v-(_ swher has sdenisnd thes
nd ‘edaly dfferert broee e comemonm Sdaviour of dropping
shel Basdy to Bevak them on 2 hard wurfac

Poter Gaze

NOTICES OF MOTION

Notow of ary mooen 1o e considerod by the 2000
Anrasal Corerddl Moctirgt st meach e Seowtary
hetore 28th February JU7 aod be o wrrtnig and signed
by 4 mover and sooonader who shall by Snuenial
memburs of e Socnty

NOTICE OF
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

he 00 Avrmsal Carmrdd Maovtng will be hdd 0 N

Mymocth on Setoeday 2od horwe D
PO

" W

Lt [ hunan Sy ey A 1208 " o«

CALL FOR
NOMINATIONS
FOR COUNCIL

LW gvndiin o Commitl will hivvmse v M e

conchason of thw 200 Aroval Caoowral Moeting » 2

O pentuy oo e ] of Duasd Maedn v s oy

feren on Counal o rrenod ol past poossdert. Retering

. N .
Casina s ey atv ehgodde G v tamw

0 Sy
February 2007 Nommarabion paperns mosl B svgned

.

embers of the Sty and

. )
Vit Mborm wil (e wiih e Svwtaey

I Do Tancw
vy o wniteg By ths peron ot w e
it 2k Bw & vl b of the Soowty Woulld
romvrsators phease wxclude 2 Bosed curmaoulem vhae of

the nombated porson i that pesson s not alwady a

meoder of Cowrxl

NOTORNIS
ON-LINE

Phoase node that from st Jevsery DOU saes of
Notiwmis will cndy Sw v adably oo-line ree-of <haoge
they Invvrre Bhrer yearm bl ind=a o ave 2 by
of OABNZ A PIN mumber will be reguared 1o view thowe
nvants bews Ban Prve yooars odid and Das widl b ivsaanl
to memben defore the snd of fae calondar yoar

NEW POST CODES

\.'--l;‘\--,-‘-“\ LAY wiaes O ety

| v Shaarg
2 M hark you o all thosse PP Ing Thew s paw

ok v hen e I Dl ~ N NS 1‘:;-‘-

VACANCY
FOR REVIEWS EDITOR

The Souhety s snpently sevhing & Beviews Blive »
replace Ko Batchelor who has doowe & great pobs Sor 3
reanber of years. This & your Oppowenity W et &
v bouks aod other pubBotions before your frmds
I I s L o I )
and seviews. Interenied? Contadt the Soometary o
onmatracone or via PO Bea 1290, Wellingion




o S

Pl AND WIND FARM DEVELOPMENT

The OANZ recognives that

1 Thew bk prowmg intorost I wind turbine  elecingty
porerarion i New Jealand,

2 Wind-tueine growration homs Poen s in sore Inatances
overseas W be s redobie and encinmentally et
ot e sasainabde ehe iy g ralhon

B There s 8 roedd 30 emmre that there s fall and therough
arndywn of the rgecs of indnadusd propxcts oo the
partcudar eonuronment, inchading on the avibouna, wheoe
their erecton and operation

Anst Sy cowernstem swd samspe of b by prevutog
Ity S SARA Wl e ot Ao can v dvawd
Tor DN s o, e ORNT Somnat tie Commnimer and Counad have
povgared the fdlos ing rotes aoveting, the potecid eftets of

] Laranes o Barda. bor e barufil of Paome ynsdertabing an

Assessererd of Envcoonererdad Efects foe wand fare o New

Zeaund, andd foe thime neview g any suvch awesarment

Whiat we hnow:
1 Gobally, ey havw b few comparbenive wades
of mpacts of wind farmm on bods, and even fewer have
boon pubinhed @ peer-reviewed sonific josmale. Mot
ADSen sty o & Lack of Tolore and after’, or "'wnd
Laron area and oeferenne aova’ COMPanacos, of oom pletely
Lach anvs somesamment of schev ot Lctors s as culliniorn of
sk of colleion, o dilicaendes 10 Bnd Dedasiour bvtween
right and iy, or s of inadoguate duration be pronade
comchan ve ool
2) The availabde scoientifc locrature Mertifion the main
potertaal harands to biads from wnd Larms o by
2 Datarbance ading o divplacemwnt or exclosion,
inchading baerion %o movement.

b Mortaley causd by coliden,

€ Mabotat lona or damage tesalting o wnd nurines
annd th avamuted mliastracsarr

T There b & o reedd by bl olgeotne  Bancliow
stdves o0 which o Base rsboemad Sevnams on wroitrve
wiieg o rainiesise debeterous effects on bids, other
widhle and their hubstats. These & also & nved Sor pot-
Comstmactivn morutormg ab invdalations for which conments
and approvals bave boen cbisred, whow thew 2w
evvironmsental wiwitivities The poterntiad impacts mast be
Pt ko content 1o Jetermine the spatial scales a2 which
thes muwy appdy. A example at e boval, reghoral natuonal
atad (v RO sl

OENITHOLOGICAL ISSUES THAT SHOULD B2

TAKEIN INTO ACCOUNT IN AN ASSISSMINT OF

INVIRONMINTAL EFFECTS FOR ANY WIND FARM

Collision risk and mertality

1 W bnow veny Mthe about megratan sostes, prvvaleno
of poctea] oeon e of Binds, of aven whiih spees
migrete, in New Jeddansd. We et horefore sely on
verscss idoreetios on which o Dase o oocssomenm of
wire farmm suebsdery

2 The OSNZ svcognioos the nood for noswcarch mbe soctarmal
moveswnts and the reigrations of bunds iz gesera! tn New
Zealond

3 Most vudies ciwrwhone Gavte lose collimaon monaley rates
por urbirw, bt i oy inestances the dats are bawd ondy
o0 Corpees Bt hane bewn found. wiich beads 20 under
oerdang of the st sy of oo Even whew
ol fades et tufine are bowe. O (0fimbon mvartaldy
oot pvesands eipraficart. especally 1n wind Lares
corniting of poertheps severd huodoods or thousnds of

tarbines. In addtion, wvwn reltively small rcases
mortalay rates oy e sbgnificant (e populithons of wee
Dy g By large, hvng-bvind species which gevwrally
have 2 line anrmanl peaducnity and whooh maten simly
Ths efbext s Crvical wihen sanch spaocies s alieady vare

& Colhsm ssortality ot powrlysitod wind farme ey have

wifocts at the population level. The cumslative mrtality
forn multiple word ioviallatoos may abw contebute
0 populatun doclines in mp&rm Nubing
propctions of the potertial mugnitade of wind tudoe
wiated avian Lot b proddemang, becase of the ovvrall
Lk o obgective infoematon

5 The weight of evidevar 10 date Indicates ot kvathom

with hgh b wse, especially by spocies of comservaton
womemn, are likely to e shgreficant etbects. Sie selecton

o crincial b orerweresaryg oonlalily sesaTing froen collmeon

6 Wind speed and disection, aw Sergrerstere and humadity,

fight type, dtance and boght dre of dox and
sopograpty all inflaence the rnk of collision, as do wpoocs,
Brd agr s0d bohwviouc and the stage of the bod « aroveul
oyche. Al ose Lactirs need 20 b dacorposated i colinkon
ik avesaments. Collaon risk s greatest i pooe Sying
condithons, wech a anoeg winds that atva O binds’
By w0 conted Mgt manosusies i raie, g and on
dark reghin wheen sisbabiy o redwond Lighvtogg of S dbwrees
oan ittt act Bands, espocially seabvinds in bad westher o fog,
cvasing e rok of collmbon

potersally
7. Few studses nepoct cbwervations in poor weather, vivsal

whwervations are of couswe Breided o sech condbors
anyway However mmscte techedguen sach e madar and
WWMUOMMWM
B vindile spectrum. Predictions of the Mhely toegeency of
wwathey conaditne Bt inrease colikorn ik can by wsed
R )

B Mot sadies have been of sl lubines, often in wnall

dunters. The effocts of newer. lasget Sartvrws snnd of beper
wind farms see urkoown ot they iy well be oy
panttatrocly and gualdatively ditkeoven. The inportance
i wand farm Jocston and Lyyost in desrmsung the rak
ol collivion by bisds with wind tudioes is appancrs foom
stdies both aesbore and otichon

} »53 COMTINGED OVER PAGH

Y  REpoRT OF THE
CHECKLIST COMMITTEE

The Comanitiw 2 4 milstine I Febwuary 208
when o St Skt of The crtare Uhecb ot woas coergrbetnd
and the Lar secnon (pamebinds) was drcuiated W
Coomrmatior wrrdsers. The mew Ohadhbst will conden
fullor ety of samoeyre for our endomic and othwr
malree bands than was oven in the 190 Chedb o, and
atatioos are boing provided Sor She find Sorw dor ol
Lamdy g sames Compling and dheching these
Avtalh are proving ime-<ConseEing.

For fnd oditng the Choddst b bom divided exio
W st Rivando Talvg s oditng Al the svows e
od comrpding the munior reforercoe bt and Bown (ol
odving the beat b achsve consiatency of sty and K
So far cow swevnon huo Seon Snadeacd here s sed] rerach %
be ovw in chwciung detads and fnaleing eate

Pubisanon of 1he sew Chahibt revnsirs o1 least &
VAl away

Brian O Corvene




PRSI VN REPAIN WIE ¢ feaTpr U8 R Tees RIWaTes,
inchading turbines, metoooslogical masis, and  power
Bros. Thus, ssscssmsent of burd collvion ek and

arming fromn coliion or dlectocuton, neods %o nclade
the wind turbines and She avocianed stractuses, Inclading
(Werread poseet Laws evwigy troem the wind
tarm uumuumaa«uum
T Do wnder-revonded, bevase of linitathms of the @y
sechrngues, partoularly corpee seanthes. B b centinl
therefone, (hot cach site o (alibvated % eralde (orrecian
Ractons 1o b appiied to poadece moee sealintic estimabes of
cod by

mocialty
0. Colliston rub models s potortially wedsl i prodicing

the scale of e peoblem of colleon attribatable 1o wind
furbdres 2t & ghven locatson, bat only # the maodeds
woorporate actual avollance tates I8 respoome 8 foad
SO st Pond-Cr N T, assessaneat of ool rk
M wrnd Larms Tt s Dt b St the mnodels.

manfchs provade 2 earn of predactong, whethuer o rmd Sere
v Medy o be pogadation beved impacts from oslhsen
moriably These modcls abo roguire postcomstieton
verdication ot wind formn thatl are comiructod. %o Senl dhe
valitty of the prodictions and the modds

The efocss atrbatable (o wind Larmms aoe variable aod aw
e, swanon-, and sie-apealic. Distudarce can bead
© drplacemwnt of sere specns and thelr excusbon from
drvdn of sastalde halntat, this o efbectively boms of habetat
Savvrad sl indiiate megateve efhts e o redoon
n bied wne ol or abwencel # up o 60 o I wind
turbares. B 2 laoge wesd Larm, even such 2 relatreely sl
cxchamon radas broen mdividaal tarbeses, can amount to 2
cuernalatvely spruficant exclusion arca, or asea of roduced
e Sor the whole wind farm

The scaly of such halbitar bows, Sogether with the exiont of
avalabiiny and guality of other sustable habitan Dot can
avimnmnde Siaplaoed Mrde and dhw cormen st statin
of Do binds, will determine whether of i Sere bs a0
wlverse impoct Hobiuastom mury ocowe. and Slesondoes
m havicut bvtwern sederds and migerasts huve boen
oberved i swoese studes. Ofher studies et several yeurs
show bithe evidenor of habstuation. Few studies have boen
o enough 1o demronstrate whether oe not habstuston
mmwnz' e rom incressed
heman activity in the vicwity of B¢ wind farms during
CONMINKTIAN, mandmancs vieos, and npeoveswnt of
R s, ofen @ arves whenw Sere was Bithe haman
actrvny before the wnd farm was bult. The ant
nine of Burbares oy alsr Dty Bnds froen uaeg the ares
chme o tuiines. Few condsive studies are avarkable,
b mont fach el dovgged stadies both Sebore and
after comstruction of the wnd Serm. Frsthermone, very fow
stadios have taben into acoourd defercnon betsoron Saarmal
and poctumal behavioue, Sasing ssesonenits on daytioe
actrviey ondy This s adequate Sor those specion, Inchading
ey i New Zealand, that are actve duriag darknes and
which may bebwve ddfevenaly o saghe

Wind ferm Sesign. S exampde by indduding wike cormdon
Dtwrws untens of hud oo, iy alles lvie any baerier effect.
Kenwarch and pust-comsttuctam e tdorieg ol weoreal pabot
s are sevessary o doterrrine whether ood where tha »
n acceptable solstion.

There has buen letie sescarch oo the impacts of off shore
wind farre on buds Nooethelows, sudies In progros
voRgest that vary in both wte- and

wapn, s for ovehose sites. Most of New Zealand's extant

‘ St v « N 2% ¢ Decwenber 208

FPRLES Ny YWY R TIMRTAOE W ey e
tarm bocaose of hew propomity b forege oc
move about ot right. The siting of wind farmms reur bage oc
spruicant seabind codorses or dies of signiicant foragng o
sepregation should therviore v quavtioned and 2 castiva
e e roied wrnl funher data sov avaistle

10D tat loma o0 Samuge

Lows of. on Samvage W, Nt asudting dom wind farm
Iarctore dow ook peetally feriervnd W be of o
wncern e Mnks outside desgnaied o Qualiivieg sites
of namonal and irternatonal srgortance foe Seadiversivy
This does, however o0 locel arcerstanoes and
the suw of the arce 0 be cocupied by e wood farm and
the awociated mdravacture. The cumslatny ko of, oc

damage to. sermimne habitats may be signiticans, especially
i wevwnal Large developrrenty aov bocated in places sich ae
sandbonts o shallos waers Tumiermone, Srect haditw
boss vy Bave addrive ot 8o Dame of exchimen by
deturbunce

2 Owalvore mvlyastracdure, i daddigg harberse bunes, sedn Laboms

and scoess oads irvolve divoct habstet kma. The lomes
are prrwerally eclatvely senall scade, but could affext local
Irdrcfiogy i sersative habitats sod. again, the cffects will
dopnd on the slor of the wind larm, and wwpecully oo the

10 ther terbune bases and cables ot wa Hlomvawr, Loge wnd
tarwa, espevally on feeding aneas vech s candarks in
halirn waters, mury be of corwern and habvtat hasge or
Qarmage ooy e sgovioant

Oehver banes
Turbures muy odler

o1 seing sy b rds

However, roseanch s noodod o ase the extent of bind use
In the ofsbhore envionemere, thore muy Se advwose offocts

Go g collinion risk $or birds fonding among Surbirws ! an binds
a2 oowalt of deruption o, of encouragerene ol avian food

rescuroes siach as berehos and i popralatons whide surtuw
Pl an T s anilaal ks o Ied ageeptng Svioe.

m.hooky ond lwngry

These mguts rogue hady %o cdanty wiedeet oo nd they o
sigreficare

Falecon in Upper Hutt

Wellington OSNZ  msembens
Cordon and Sheclagh Loary's
Upper Hutt seghbour Matricia
was visded By 2 New Zoalend
Falcom in varty June She checked
by chichen hosse svw monning
nly W fad ot very soaned
Mocken and & Smder (nowe
asnang baatally shee thanggM bey
acheres may have Lallen vcten
bo 2 stoat attach, bat Lter winls
wording her gasden found one of ber missing chichers, and
a falooe gorging el on

Patrice continued to woek In ber gaoden during the
moondag and the fakon contimeed o Sed She ined 10
ware it ofl ot onw poire, but it dmply wosldat budae B
was sermingdy Getormrined 80 stay the ool and evgos
the meal The accuerguassing phetograph shows B Llvon
fending sarprmangdy sty wag prol cven thmgdh Dhe ot was
Laben ot Chowe rarvge B0 30 e hoped st thes irrprerturbabile
fakvny, probably & young bied, servives < bt & pty about
the chod o

lan Armitage
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Birds Australia

TOUET™ RIENNAL

AUSTRALASIAN ORNITHOLOGICAL
CONFERENCE

CALL FOR PAPERS ANnD
EXPRESSIONS OF INTIREST

The PFourth Barsdsl  Australasian
Contenenie will be held in Porth, Western Apsntala on
3rd to 56 Decornber 2007 Ths conderence

m

the Usiversty of Western Australie and the Western
Awstralan grosp of Binds Australis (RAOU ) will host
The conberersoe

A pot-crmseronce Scld exoanam il A ermlee

AN INVITATION

You arw wveined o express sour erest I attendng
this condererxce, and a paper by vistng
v hindywa com s | s T, o Bk thoosgh www
Mrdssacoman or wvwbsedsaustralia comame.  of
wTite 1o the conderence co-ondinasor

Exmvnd: 2o 0N bndvw s com au
Telephonw: «43 K 900114

; OSNZI SALES TABLE

CONITRIBUTORS FOR 11 LENI43Y
IPASSIVEFAVIANEINEFELUENZA
SEI7INYXEE IN WILD BIRDS

New Zookand has rover had 3 case of avian infloenua snd
Bere s good evidencr that we 0 not have highly pathogenic
strabre of the avian Inflseraa virus By Sus counery. We day
hormwver hve low pathogenic strabss in wikd Neds. These
prosent & seghpdde snb %0 other Mads and o b & A W
Baanvans Neverthekoa, thor poaesertor does dermaendeste 2 1k
pothwan o uress we condect seputabde surverlence i wild
Binds tf will ot be posaddle 0 contirue b0 st with confidence
Bt New Zoaland » frve of haghly pathogenic avien infuenea
Waterfon! and shorebisds are saturad hosts for all avian
mfuemsa viruses. As such, they may harbour snd escrote virus
whikd sssally semaing hoalthy Mggratory water birds may
Buve dome contact with Bards i cosrmres indected with enotie
strabin of avian indfloensa vine. MATF Sercbore intends W
enhane surve T lnde in sl atory anad inomtat eviderric wild
nds o part of iis strabegy Sor carlly detectum and repoetieg of
Mgy pathogemic avum influcrea shosdd i armve bere Ths s
dopne the It that avium influemcs vieus s sproad masnly by
husmun camuge of contaminated domsestic peoduct rather than
By wild berdhe
There s thaw main composents 1o MAFs wild Serd
U eanY PICEr T
L To sengle magmaons wadens amiving in lange sunders
W Asa aad local waders In Chme conlat iy e
The wogratory waders of beses! i Losset Knts annd
Turretones. The lowal waders of ivdesest are Wiy bnile

2 To wervey Mallands potersbially o contact with sugratery
waders

1 To erbance surverlance Sor umpual wild beed dacofts
|passtve survedlance L

Paveve sarvaillace b one of e most wrmitive ways of
detecting eaotic disoder ICurdonn. SUrveys provide wowntdic
data that sw sewded Sor insematonal repoetng but they s
selitively Wresndive M SeteTing disease W s Conmganed
wth pursave survelbne. This i Bvvause pusaive servedbance
an dras om large sumrdvers of observers goeg sbhout ther
morml Business.  Oenihodoposd  sousties  cn  therefonr
help MAF pvatly by seporting umususl Beed moctaley rates
rrcugh it hothne $00 80wes ). Such cals will be evaloated
By vetormary eptdemniolognts st MASS Imvestigation ad
Dagrontic Contre and muy initiste 20 vvestigason

Wo want 0 endurce pasive servellance malaly $rough
wipernced obmervers rather Ban the geowral peblic. This is
Beaise quie Large nambers of wikd boads con div of natucal
vanrses, and shiBed (dmervers can distinguaish betwers rowal
and desweral events whesoms the pemeral pubdnc can st
Pubbc enbhancemment terads B0 sesell in & Dood of rsigraficant
reports that are neverthobom terw commuming and expermive o
il whewas infoomed cbservatson can dramaticaly rwrcase
O cthtiveness of survet Bane

Rom Thornten
Prascipel Adviser (SuiveTance)
Bgiecwiity Naw Jealong

)\3,\\ 2
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'co'»,!v\' boy 1he ety o Matromas 2 the awva wy wothand
rough ared of they oovur theouehaou! P Ly pvres alatan

habeial therwy ane probaldy o e 1ID burroes of thes sdorm

putrel there and conoewadly o maty s XX The only othey
swired that sevesed %0 Doved mn burrows theoe, oo et &
e Ume, was the Bach-winged Metard Mevod romas sugnipormns

A soguet detaling the dcovery of the nesting st Is beirg

KAREN BAIRD and MIKE IMBER

SOGS .‘(.’h‘c\.. 20 Dncumar Xew, ?



In méd-DN0 a newsdent of Ovewa daorth of Aucknd) neported
the presence of New Zealand Dottervds on 2 Lange arva of vacant
lansd adisornt 30 Grand Dywve, the curment it of the Nombern
Motorway This arca s bosnded on Duree sides by rowds and on
Uhse Soanrth By & Large sovn of housing,. On S0h Augwst 2000 for
New Zealared Dimterels were soon, indoding CMAKY, bunded
ot Watwera oo 20nd Dooemiber 199, o ek of MBOR, 2 beg
tirne Wanwrre comdent and bis Shen mate M-OYO,

On 2ed October 2000 s bird and an usbanded bind woow
displaying aad on Sth November 2000 fobn Dowding banded
two appeodmrately sven-day-obd chacka He smaried o the
tirse Bosa confuding the afulk Nrds wese, presamably bevass
of the use of Do round an & Dot by sesbdents. Tp athey
el Bnds were abso povsert. 1 dMinT see themn agein tha
searseny abber 300 Dvcerber 200 GMOKY was Liter found dead
0o Ovewa beach

By Avgpast 2000 there woere v New Zealand Dotterehs pocsmt.
a0d pusmboes vaned thewafter with tvo daplaying vigoeously
oo Lih Jevsury 2004, thoogh 1 dad not sew chicks Bhal season
Varying small nammbers contineed to frogaent fhe awa and on
1ot Ocnoder 204 Gwenda Pubam and 1 found 2 one-egg nost
which was Later Tost. On 31at Oxnober 2004 theve was & thowe-
or st reatly Sred with fine grase. Guvenda had poioudy
watihad Bue irale bord pralhing Mades of grass thrvaggh hs tows,
preumadly shenbling e Are evmoagg® for 4 sest hreng

O 19h Novernber 2008 1 found %0 oy disenay that the asva
had boor mosend, than dicoverd that fae mosemg corrteactor
had carcfally kefl uiooched he arva round $he nest. On mubing
cortact | Sound him %0 be 2 been cbserver and in fact it was he
who Sosnd the neat mest s 2000, very dose %0 the short ot takaon
by 2 numiber of childnon, O sach occadon he has loft e nesting
ava undstuted untll the chicis have Sedged nd srvecadl
fesindersts alao Bawp & watihiul epe on B hrds wellbeing.

Tow e hanched anad one voung Sediped frown the 2000 mest,
aond theve Ratched and e Medged n D05 OF these kather i,
Jotan Doseding wan abie %0 enetad band e ok and cobor
band the aduX fernale so bopefully we may Sind her aguin when
the ineveable devedopment, planned 10 be on 8 very large scalle.
takes place

Cormveatly (Quiy 2006) there aoe wgudardy seven Sirds,
Inchading two pas of aduds in beeoding plamage, and it will
b nbesnsting 30 sew i both will mest. Thewe in cortaindy encugh
Berrdony Sor two pais and evidently an adeguane fooxd supply
as | se the Doy fovagorgg steaddy. Copulation bry the “mew’ pair
has drvady bovn obsarved by Gondon Caonley.

Theoe are an incroasrgg ruesber of Indarsd NZ dothercls. Jobn
Dioseding Sells moe that 20 years a0 an land’ pak was reee
but $hey aw now oelatively comemon, porsumably reflecting
the fact thet masy of the beachos arcond Auckiand Oty aw
baik wp and no longer surabie. Construction sites, vacdivorks,
Matonway 4nd alrpoet verges In particular are being used, and
frerads ovar Waihs have awntoned sevang Somereds on the mine
tatbregs Dree

Forr examgple, in Lot 000 sevens N7 dottencls were fownd on &
Largge tract of buewe carth rear Gadl Harbuor Godl Course and bwo
pares brod theer in 200, twvo senal dhichs beng ssetel banded
there. As developrnent progressed | sase bwo dotterels foeaging
0 2 heap of carth, fysng off an the truck serteed with 2 mew Joad,
and reterming 4o forage as the truch kft. Samilerly. during the
coowas (n October 2004 & number of adud domorels and chicks
were reguiardy seen, seemingly sorwormied by e presence of
ey and machines, at swveral sites whare conmtnaction was
Urder way bt dhe Albarwy Park-and-Rade bus station

Thave no Smd there arc cthaey inland puiey Seang msoostonnd
The ot alvast the Omewa dotiends
casly ax U
sctive n

. ol
Lol
Margaret Wignall
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RECORDING SCHEME 200520006

Papers On New Zeolond Bid Species

All cations, repent coples o photocopees of papens on,
o welating b0, ary New Zealand bind spoces that Rave boen
probdishand i o st gl o0 prveral magasine other han
Notomi. Thewe papers or citations will be made availible 10
all memshors, and 2 st of thewe peblications will be publahed
arrvmally 10 Notorres

Pleane sernd o Bhe Sevmetary, Claadia Dvncan, 1O B 1297,
Wellngon, or ¢ dancanwcivat et ns

NEW ZEALAND MOULY

Adotal of 19T maoclt secords Sor 131 specses hud bown recrtved by
the New Zealansd Band Nouk Reconding Schwone up 5o June 2006
Orver the pust year 201 Surther roconds were feceived, covering
am\dw‘m‘thmwm 105
of renv-maadting harde tana mvodved arv detaded in uble
1 b Duaning the yoar there seene o Lavs sew 1o The Mouk
Reconding Schemnw, but ooce again $he Wellngion segion - and
especaly Bos Batdheler - cortrdmted svont recomis

Reconds wivived by 2he Mowls Recovding S heme oour 200506,

oo, Prd_Nod Moot
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I thank Nichodas Allen, Riow Torchelor, Reg Comer. Rob Croma,
Anretie Harvey, Chrbtise Mander Filpe Mo, Raph
Powiesland, Matt Robertson, Lan Southey and Cilllaa Vaeghan
foe comtributng these roconds
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m“wn“-“ (2d oditon s Ontond Uroversity Presa, MeBowrre M\nh’“ﬂ.’?‘a!ww&i

TARANAX| RIGION New Zesbarsd s wrll honosen Sor ity uevkgue fsune. Boades Bighthess brds such as
The Anrveal Geneeal Mevting Kakaga, anchent tustara, primitae bogs, and o divessity of Tuands Sl give baih 1o h:-
of the Sockety will e held in young, we a0 have sorvstrial masumalan tesra faal “arne coardy unigue = the wivld

New P3 th during Queen's Thes s well explained i the second edition of The Handbook of New Zoskand Mawmmals

Phrthdaw wevhernd XN0 Thie book o about e 36 land brooding suammal spocss whoch have bved i New

: Jealand The mapwiy of Brese 105 o 48] weve artifcialls introdused o marny countnes
Thunday 319t May with dittorent natural habetats The edior has broughe Sogether the ethorts of 2% aubon,
Regnivetive dl suhootios in Sewr fcdds of rowanch, and prserts for the rvadee coeepodenseve
Fesday 1st June idormmation shout these spwocien, therr bistoey, Baodiogy. eovdogy. behavout doease and
Comncyl and RR s mwvrtinps shgrilacance 10 Neww Zoaland s evnvironmsens
Saterday 2ad June In her intooduction, King poosonts the Bg ploaure of mumnmalogy ia New Zealand. |
Fudd trgme thoroughly emgoryed resding sbout Now Zealand » geodogical htsbory and 6« Sntoncal
Dinwer and ACM bachground of New Zealand s mammd foena. Thes inchades the evidumon of New
Jealandt's irvenals andd the Nty of enotie spwies mirodectaons as well s their
Sunday W June rpacts on our sevironmnt. King aulines the challenges Srought do us by wxch
St Doy uregoe mintere of marmenads b which mtraduced spocses cutsumiber nutive ones
Comferonce domry This bk is o vantifud synthosn of sptndte reseandh in redevart fdds. The
Manday 40 Jene Arst eiton was pudisbed 0 1900 and hus hevomse an nportant sedorence amongst
Morntng beid tryp researchens and peopie that aw abesvated in this awa. oy then, 2 govat aonowrt of ew
indormation has bocome avatlable, roguirmg a sabstantid update. AlSough B socond
FRERGS T G JIRK Fgiivalion o mon has hept the orggmal Reyout and foemat. i1 has n:‘-.:;\vow LA fwow s
Sarmn with this e of Southem
Biod Sor mxore detaile which dave expunded e referenie satries from LA0D in dhwe fiost odzion %0 1000 in
the second. Hosewer the book o by ne owvans just dry facts. 1t s writhen in & Lingioge
Confrremce adbdorss and style that mabes it both an mpoctan! sefcrence Sook 2 weell as an inftoreing and
ONNT AGM, PO B 318 webseynative read
New Plymouh Or Welhong Ji

WHITE-FACED HERONS WITH DEFORMED BEAKS AND WINGS

Towor s frown rwear Takaba were preserand bo s and
fesdwe rounp b ity DS g Glben eesthrggs. The fiest e
had both seings rotated and 2 Setormed B the sovond had

wow wingg ronated andd & mocnad bl

This year we have rooeitly been peeseniod with s thend
herory, e Sene 1 b o skl bl deformaty. Libe e others o
has # “wery Bl where the BB o bedstod 8o the sede. 11 raot s
dramute o the firdt oo and the biod » now Laking food from
a dah It sowrrs Bhady that & muy be possble to reloaw £ onoe
2 can thy.

This Latter Dind came Soom Pakawas. Saobetad and 2
Setormutios o w O and Capanve Dnds have Bewa lindand 10
metabods bowe disease. Dacterial inbection arsd crwmmnirereal
fonis sanch as podycNosnaned bepienyts (PCBs) and
wrpanahlorkbes W st also commider & oot ik

Atached s & photograph of the mapr debormites ¥
aravoe s mderesiod we i hues woald She 0o hear of servdar
cawes in New Zoaland. [Neply via The Edece]

Marian Milne

o i

The mghon's mum event o the bt couple of monds S down o
week s wadier wash e (reen 0 b Db Septvmmder [vsd Meinyite
Kb Shantand st P Batiey mnade the b pwrvey v b0 B arve

morth of Kb, cunovmiratng o Kow b Doah nd Fanvganngs
Habows Now O8N mamdors Do e Tar Nowth and 1o Trom
Noeiand camw %0 svist dor soone or Al of the v vy varch
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singing well for those able to hear them. At Tarata the two most audibly
challenged headed off for a meander though the Scenic Reserve. Luckily
the single Whitehead was calling most insistently, as was a Morepork,
even though it was early afternoon.

A few migratory waders have started turning up around the Taranaki
Coast. An Asiatic Whimbrel was seen on a South Taranaki beach, and
at Waiongana a Lesser Knot in breeding plumage in the company of a
Red-necked Stint, Bar-tailed Godwit, Golden Plover and a Turnstone
got the season off to a good start.

PETER FRYER

Nelson/Golden Bay

Nelson and Golden Bay members recently performed the Spring
National Wader Census along Farewell Spit. Weather conditions were
good but the predicted high tides did not move some of the flocks
of waders onto the pans and lagoons as expected. Notable sightings
included Eastern Curlew, Whimbrel, Golden Plover and Little Tern.
Some local flagged Bar-tailed Godwits were recorded but two orange-
flagged birds from Victoria and orange/yellow from South Australia
were also sighted.

Caspian Terns continue to nest close to the Gannet colony; a total of
75 terns were on site. Numbers of Gannets appear to be increasing to
the peak numbers present prior to Cyclone Alison and other subsequent
storm events. A total of 47 Black Shags, an unusually large number,
were in the vicinity of the nesting gannets and terns.

The annual November five-minute-bird-counts along the Flora Track
are being co-ordinated again by Pauline Samways. This is designed by
DoC to assess the bird population recovering after the predator control
work undertaken by a community group ‘Friends of Flora” which
commenced in 2002. In their latest Newsletter the group reported that
along with Blue Duck reintroduction in the Flora Stream, Weka are
making a comeback into the Flora area.

David Melville, Rob Schuckard and Willie Cook recently went to
Parengarenga Harbour to band migratory waders; the first attempt
at this far north location. The success of this trip may not have been
measured in birds caught, but the contact with local Iwi, who took a
keen interest in the proceedings, and the hospitality and invaluable
assistance given were much appreciated.

The returning Bar-tailed Godwits and Lesser Knots in this region
are being watched closely for banded birds. Some excellent sightings
were made on a very high tide that pushed small flocks onto a sandbar
on Rabbit Island. Twenty-four complete sets of different combinations
were read. These included birds from Golden Bay, the Heathcote/ Avon
Estuary in Christchurch, and Southland.

Peter Gaze received a report early in November that a Brown Booby
had been sighted at Kapouai, a bay on south-east D’Urville Island. The
bird was seen sitting on the water close to the shore and then took off
and flew over the bay quite low to the water. It gave the observers good
views to confidently identify the bird.

In October Willie Cook, Peter Gaze and David Melville went to
Marlborough to assist the members there with the census of braided
river birds on the Wairau River.

Alec Milne reported that Golden Bay members have made two trips
to a study area to observe Rock Wrens. Good numbers of birds were
noted and bands made it much easier to identify the pairs and their
territories. He has also made nest tubes and these are now installed in
the study area to provide a more predator proof option for the birds if
they find these plastic holes desirable.

The deformities of bills and wings on some White-faced Herons are
still a mystery in Golden Bay.

DON COOPER

Ganterbury

What might by some be jokingly called spring has afflicted the region
this year with unseasonably cold weather and frosts, little in the way
of sunshine, and rivers in a seemingly constant state of flood to some
degree or other. The region’s sole rare vagrant of recent times was a
Marsh Sandpiper found by Colin Hill at his home patch of Greenpark
Sands, Lake Ellesmere.

An unusually exhibitionist Marsh Crake entertained many birders
as it paraded round a cleared patch of willow swamp at the suburban
Christchurch site of Travis Wetland in late September to mid-October.
Indeed many locals got their first decent views of this relatively common
marsh-living denizen. Two out-of-the-ordinary species may be breeding
in the Christchurch/North Canterbury area, with a seemingly settled
Black Stilt at the Waipara River Mouth in early September, and two
Little Black Shags amongst a Black and Pied Shag colony at Bromley
Oxidation Ponds in October. The White-winged Black Tern well up the
Waimakariri in November may also be breeding.

Members gave talks on the Wellington AGM and the impressive
predator-free reserves close to this city at the August meeting and
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Andrew Crossland brought a tropical feel to the September meeting,
informing members what work, mostly with waders, he has been doing
whilst on visits, some extended, to Indonesia. The colourful wedding
clothes he recently wore at his marriage to his Indonesian-born
wife were quite an eye-opener, if sometimes amazingly impractical
given the ambient temperatures there. With pollution and rampant
development Indonesian shorebirds face problems fortunately not
encountered in New Zealand, but then New Zealand doesn’t host the
mind-bogglingly diverse and numerically high assemblages present on
some if Indonesia’s mudflats and (some) paddy fields.

Keeping with an Asian theme Kerry-Jayne Wilson talked about her
recent visit to Mongolia, a country off the beaten track as far as bird
tourism goes, but undeservingly so. I had the misconception that the
whole country was a cold desert, but the northern parts are within the
Taiga forest zone and have a diverse avifauna, and one that bears more
resemblance to the forests of Europe than to the rest of Asia to the north,
south or east. Kerry-Jayne recommended the comfort afforded by the
local felt tents, but the transport available in old Russian army trucks
was at times a little character-building, especially when having to share
with a cow or half a village, and the toilet arrangements available almost
everywhere, posh restaurants included, are perhaps best glossed-over.
At the same meeting visiting Australian spheniscophile Ken Simpson
explained the work he is doing on the identification features separating
species of penguins, especially crested penguins.

A visit to the Banks Peninsula gem known as the Hinewai Reserve
on one of the few surprisingly pleasant spring days in September was a
joy as usual, producing all of the expected species, though the Rifleman
found refused to come out of its thicket. The September Ashley River
Survey was cancelled due to high river levels. However the following
month seven members and partners had a very enjoyable weekend in
the Twizel area, finding Wrybill nests and young on the Hopkins River,
getting a great show from a pair of Falcons at Temple Stream, spotting
a distant Black Stilt at Lake Poaka, and being taken on a fascinating tour
of the Black Stilt centre and some of its associated wetlands.

NICK ALLEN

0tago

Recent evening meetings have provided interesting insights into
research being done on the Saddleback. Karin Ludwig told us of her
study of song and inbreeding and Sabrina Taylor explained South
Island Saddleback genetic variation. The taxon declined throughout
the late 1800s and became extinct on the mainland by 1905. Populations
remained on several islands off Stewart Island: Big South Cape, Big
Island and Kaimohu. Birds from these islands have been sequentially
translocated to Ulva, Breaksea and Motuara Islands.

There are now about 1,200 South Island Saddlebacks but the
population has very little genetic variation. Results of research suggest
that to maintain as much genetic variation as possible efforts should be
made to transfer as large a number of birds as possible initially, then
additionally introduce new birds to islands. We discussed whether
Robins from the Eglinton Valley as well as our own local Robins from
the Silverstream area should be transferred to the Orokonui Sanctuary.

Our October meeting was treated to slides of birds, geckos and the
geography of the Cook Islands and delightful descriptions of their
birding exploits by Suzanne and Richard Schofield. We may think
that New Zealand has few species of birds compared to Australia,
but we are positively brimming compared to the Cooks. Very little of
what nature was originally present remains untouched, with exotic
introduced plants dominating the flora and bird life being very sparse,
with no passerines left. The only obvious birds are Common Mynas,
introduced originally to combat coconut stick insect.

There is a surprising lack of seabirds too, but Reef Herons (including
the white phase) and Wandering Tattlers were seen along the reefs.
The observant Schofields, however, were rewarded with sightings
of some quite rare endemics on several excursions to the precipitous
mountain valleys and the outer islands of Atiu and Mangaia: Kakerori,
Pacific Pigeon, Kopeka Swiftlet, Chattering Kingfisher and Cook Island
Warbler.

The ‘godwit project’ has dominated our birding efforts; the National
Shorebird Colour-banding Scheme for us really means the Bar-tailed
Godwit Colour-banding Scheme, as any other migratory wader is a
rarity here. On weekends with co-operative tides some Otago members
usually go out to check the godwits present for bands. Numbers of
godwits increased from the 160 that over-wintered to well over 800. So
far 18 banded birds have been seen in the Dunedin estuaries, most of
them banded here at Warrington in February.

Some banded birds have been found to move between Blueskin Bay,
Aramoana and Hooper’s Inlet, so this provides the first direct proof
that all these estuaries are possibly viewed as a single habitat by the
godwits, their use depending on tides and weather. Many thanks to
Peter Schweigman who is the key person coordinating all our efforts for
checking godwits for bands and who is an expert band-spotter. Summer
will still see us godwit-spotting and if any birders visiting Dunedin are
interested in helping, please contact our Regional Representative.
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