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It was the Rainbow gave thee birth,
And left thee all her lovely hues;
And, as her mother’s name was Tears,
So runs it in my blood to choose
For haunts the lonely pools, and keep
In company with trees that weep.
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Southern Bird
NEW MEMBERS

A warm welcome is extended to the following new members:

We also thank the following members for their generous 
donations to the Society:

pay close to the due date – the Society depends greatly on your 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

 scheme convenors

 Society

VISIT THE OSNZ WEBSITE
www.osnz.org.nz
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

John died earlier in the year while I was 
overseas and I did not catch up with the news 

issue of Southern Bird
great influences was on the provision of the 
sound recordings that are played on National 

willingness to pass on his knowledge to anyone 
that showed an interest. 

donated and I am now seeking advice from 

have liked this used. It was a very large service 
and the Society was mentioned several times, 

Council Meeting

end of year meeting. At this meeting the 

as well as the enthusiasm of youth. 
Among the reports that were considered was 

one from Nick Allen relating to Southern Bird. 

at the annual meeting with the regional 
representatives. Nick would like to increase 

increased sponsorship or advertising. Nick has 
advised the Council that he does not have time 
to undertake that additional task. 

or would like to assist in arranging advertisers 
please contact me at your earliest opportunity. 

Another initiative that Council is 
investigating is running an electronic newsletter 
whenever there is something of interest to 

Sarah Jamieson has agreed to coordinate this in 

appreciate assistance. 
Another suggestion was that the Society 

should investigate the re-introduction of a 
photo competition, particularly now that we 
have very skilled photographers within the 

in the coming year. 

Brand Name

than anticipated. Council decided that we should 

organisation to ensure that there is coordination 
and consistency of use. Ian Armitage has agreed 
to undertake this investigation and Council looks 
forward to his recommendations in the near 

early in the New Year. 

New Field Guide

end of 2014. 

Visiting Other Regions

week in Mount Maunganui to get me away from 

for monitoring to check on their health 
following the Rena experience. I spent a very 

region, although for several of the participants 

domestic duties. My congratulations go to Julia 
and her team for a well organised evening and 

the same time allowing for the sharing of ideas 
and meeting new people. 

Jim Holdaway Awards

introduced a programme to commemorate the 

showing leadership in conservation within the 

In this inaugural year I am pleased to see that 

of the Society:

recently culminated in the discovery of the 

his leadership in protecting shore and wetland 
 

It is a wonderful achievement to have two 

from my personal contacts with the late Jim 

within this environment. 

Annual General Meeting Weekend 2015

annual meeting of the Society. 

they will host this event and make it an event 
worthy of a 75th anniversary. 

it is intended that much of the weekend will 

with the Society over its 75 years and what 

The 
people and the birds”. 

our greatest asset and they deserve to receive 
the recognition that they have earned. 

experiences, so I am therefore asking if people 

people to make the presentations, so if you are 
asked I hope that you can respond positively. 

Conclusion

happy holiday season and safe travels if you are 
moving away from home. 

survey forms if you are travelling to a new area 

noted that the Society has recently printed a 

if you attend the upcoming training courses. 

different regions make contact with the local 
people and share experiences. 

DAVID LAWRIE

President
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Call for registrations and abstracts.

choose from a range of alternative accommodation close to the conference 

with an informal dinner on Saturday night and the conference dinner on 

 

NEW ZEALAND BIRD CONFERENCE AND  
OSNZ AGM 2014

where you will get the chance to see the white North Island 

3. Manawatu Estuary and surrounds: well known for its waders the 

and will have the option of an early return for those with late 
afternoon flights. 

Palmerston North, 4471. 

cheaper fares.

PERSONNEL MATTERS

Ralph Powlesland - Chairperson of Scientific Committee

since childhood that was encouraged 

interest developed into documenting 

 

Stefanie Grosser

Stefanie completed her undergraduate 
and M.Sc. in Molecular and Cellular 

and conservation genetics. After 
a short detour into evolution and 

Penguins, Eudyptula minor
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for the online version of Notornis

SUPPLEMENTARY FILES FOR 
NOTORNIS

NOTICES OF MOTION

Saturday 31st May 2014.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING

temporarily co-opted into one of these.  Nominations are therefore 

stand again.
Nominations close with the Secretary on 28th February 2014. 

curriculum vitae
of Council.

Secretary

Nelson

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

Notornis articles with 

and wander through the waders in the special editions of Notornis. 
A Flying Start, your essential introduction 

Atlas of Bird Distribution in NZ 1999-2004 – $98

Atlas of Bird Distribution in NZ
Chatham Islands Ornithology
Fifty Years of Bird Study in New Zealand (Index to Notornis 1939-1989) 

Wader Studies in New Zealand
Birds of Hawke's Bay
A Flying Start

Send orders to:

OSNZ SALES TABLE

Buller's Birds of 
New Zealand

NATIVE BIRDS  
POSTER OFFER
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DAVID GEORGE MEDWAY (1939-2013)
The following was delivered as a eulogy by the author at David’s funeral.

New Plymouth. So here, indeed, was a very strange lawyer; a lawyer who could 
speak the language of my previous employment as an animal ecologist, and with 

interesting and often out-of-the-way places: the mountain, lakes tucked away 

 

Sea and Shore Birds, The Birds of Pukeiti
Checklist of the Birds of New Zealand

Museum from 1977 to 1980.

from 1965 to 1973 and then from 1981 

President of the Society until 2006.

a scientist in the mould of the very 
18th and 19th century naturalists he so 
keenly admired and researched.

As he and Carole lived within spitting distance of Pukekura Park, in recent 

 

RON LAMBERT

October 2013

DAVID MEDWAY ON AN OSNZ 
CONFERENCE TRIP TO KARORI 
SANCTUARY IN 2006.  
PHOTO BY NICK ALLEN

HAVE YOU SEEN A COLOUR-BANDED BLACK-BILLED GULL?

search other colonies to get a handle on immigration rates as well. As the chicks 

understanding of annual adult survival.

e.g. A41, who has over wintered at 
Picton foreshore this year). Other 
information needed is date and 
location of sighting. Please send 
your sightings to mike@wmil.

MIKE BELL

MAP OF SIGHTINGS OF WAIRAU RIVER 
BANDED BLACK-BILLED GULLS; SQUARE 
DOT BANDING LOCATION, ROUND DOTS 

SIGHTING LOCATIONS.  
MAP CREDIT KELVIN FLOYD.

BANDED BLACK-
BILLED GULL 

PHOTOGRAPHED AT 
PICTON FORESHORE. 

PHOTO BY KEES 
SCHURRINGA.
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HANZAB IS NOW ON NEW ZEALAND BIRDS ONLINE
Handbook of Australian, New Zealand and Antarctic Birds, 

there is a particular piece of information that you seek.

Its statistics are superlative, including 9,600 pages of text, 413 colour plates, 

individual artists retain copyright for the colour plates that they produced. 

Marsack, Nicolas 

their permission to 
reproduce extracts 

Online.

one step – and there were many steps in the process of producing the 

each species extract was compiled from (typically) four different sections 

and species, plus one to three colour plates illustrating the species. Each 
extract had its own citation header explaining where the information was 

Online.

COLIN MISKELLY

SCANNING
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NOTICE OF NATIONAL 
SURVEY OF AUSTRALASIAN 
CRESTED GREBE/KÃMANA

Saturday 25 
January 2014, ten years after the last 

AUSTRALASIAN CRESTED GREBE 
BY ANDRE KONTER

Over one week in 
August 2013, I spent 

stacks of Auckland 
Museum going 
through the archived 

Appraisal Committee 

and correspondence. 

across from where I was staying) in the gale force winds. Amazing what 

completing their work. Martin checked in with me several times a day 

and that the work was progressing well. 
It was fascinating going through the old records and seeing who saw 

also helped with the scanning process for two days. I would also like to 

convenors and secretaries for their work, and in a few cases their excellent 

ELIZABETH (BIZ) BELL

RAC Secretary

A WEEK IN THE STACKS AT 
AUCKLAND MUSEUM

BIZ SURROUNDED BY 
OSNZ RAC FILES AT 
AUCKLAND MUSEUM, 
AUGUST 2013

BUSH WREN SUBMISSION



commonly during take-off or landing. 

damage to aircraft each year. 

the environment surrounding 
airports. Airports often fringe on 

of large areas of undeveloped 

Airports are also commonly 

terrestrial. 
Airports have wildlife control 

initiatives in place to minimise 

food sources, keeping grass 
at certain lengths etc); and 

with the use of pyrotechnics, 
cannons, predator calls, etc, and 
live ammunition. Education is 
an important tool, playing a key 

standard operating procedures 
to reduce the potential for and 

an estuary; therefore we have 

encountered  in and around the 

and an Australian Pelican.

continuing to decrease due to land development, the vacant land around 

advances in technology and management will continue to allow us control 

human species to aviate, and co-exist as one.  
LIZZIE McGREGOR

Grounds and Wildlife Hazard Management Planner, Auckland Airport

PREVENTING BIRD STRIKES AT AUCKLAND AIRPORT

Southern Bird

GAS CANON. THIS IS USED ON GRASS 
AREAS TO FRIGHTEN BIRDS, AS IT LETS 
OF CONSECUTIVE LOAD BANGS. IT CAN 
BE SET ON A TIMER OR USED BY REMOTE 
CONTROL. IT IS VERY EFFECTIVE FOR 
THE CONTROL OF SEED EATING BIRDS 
(FINCHES, YELLOWHAMMERS AND 
SKYLARKS IN SUMMER). IT IS ALSO VERY 
SUCCESSFUL FOR THE CONTROL OF 
SPUR-WINGED PLOVERS AND HERONS 
FEEDING ON THE WET GRASS AREAS IN 
WINTER MONTHS.

SCREAMER AND BANGER GUN. THIS GUN 
IS VERY EFFECTIVE TO CONTROL BIRDS 
IN FLIGHT FROM 0-100 M AWAY. IT CAN 
BE LOADED WITH A SCREAMER, WHICH 
SETS OF A LOUD, LONG SCREAM WHEN 
FIRED. IT CALL ALSO BE LOADED WITH 
A BANGER, WHICH LETS OFF ONE LOAD 
BANG WHEN REACHED ITS MAXIMUM 
DISTANCE. THIS GUN IS PREDOMINANTLY 
EFFECTIVE FOR SCARING HARRIERS, 
GULLS AND OTHER BIRDS THAT ARE MOST 
COMMONLY ENCOUNTERED IN FLIGHT.

< HOVPOD. THIS PIECE OF EQUIPMENT IS 
USED TO SCARE OFF BLACK SWANS THAT 
ARE CONGREGATING IN THE BAY WEST 
OF THE AIRPORT AND 200 M NORTH OF 
THE ACTIVE RUNWAY. OUR AIM IS TO USE 
THIS DAILY SO THAT THE SWANS DO NOT 
ASSOCIATE THE BAY AS A SAFE HAVEN.

PIED SHAG

WHITE-FACED STORM PETREL

NEW ZEALAND DOTTEREL

WHITE-FRONTED TERN

RED KNOT STRUCK BY 
A PLANE AT AUCKLAND 
AIRPORT, DECEMBER 2012.

THIS PHOTOGRAPH WAS TAKEN THE DAY BEFORE THE BLACK SWAN CULL (11TH 
JUNE 2013). IT DEMONSTRATES HOW CLOSE THE BLACK SWANS ARE TO THE 
AIRPORT, WHILST A 777 IS ON ARRIVAL, AND THE DANGER POSED TO THE AIRPORT.



TWITCHING TRICKY TERNS

without warning, preen, rest and move on so you have 

a little darker in colour, with a moderately- or well-

stripes along the full length of the outer tail feather or 
the dark hook-like pattern on the tips of the primaries 

may cause confusion as they are often in similar stages of moult to the rarer 

Common Tern

looking legs often holding their heads up on a longer neck, or they may 

1) 

2) shows a 

3) are entirely dark with a 

not radically alter the white-faced appearance due to the clear white mid-

primary past the tertials (4 5) not found on 

with a heavy dark trailing edge (6
7) which is not always this 

8 9

inner wing should show.

COMMON TERN, MANAWATU RIVER 
MOUTH, FOXTON BEACH 27-11-13

4

COMMON TERN, TAPORA, KAIPARA HARBOUR 31-12-08.

COMMON TERN, MANAWATU RIVER MOUTH, FOXTON BEACH 22-1-13.

1

32

5

6

9

8

7
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Arctic Tern

rounded head and a short thick neck, so they seldom stand tall and may 

is a neat white oval from the forehead to the top of the crown in young 
10), extending to the rear of the crown in adults. Side-on the straight 

11

12), a neat darker trailing edge to the primaries (13), 
and, for a medium-sized 

plumage, the contrast 

14) is 

is very rapid with up to 
three primaries and some 
secondaries growing or 
missing at once so gaps 
in the wing are large. 
It usually takes place 
around the Antarctic 
coast during January,  

 

intact wings.

Antarctic Tern

strong similarities in plumage to the low-slung and 

of Southern Bird for such examples.

IAN SOUTHEY

ARCTIC TERN, AT SEA WEST OF THE 
CHATHAM ISLANDS 1-12-09.

ARCTIC TERN, AT SEA SOUTH OF THE CHATHAM ISLANDS 24-11-09.

10

11

ARCTIC TERN, MANAWATU RIVER MOUTH, FOXTON BEACH 25-3-10 PHIL BATTLEY.

13

12
14

ADULT NON-BREEDING ANTARCTIC TERN, THE SNARES, 19-4-07

FIRST SUMMER ANTARCTIC TERN, CAMPBELL ISLAND 21-12-11, KYLE MORRISON.
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feeding, preening, roosting, flying or other activity, and every 15 minutes 

were made, so there was not much time for relaxing even though weather was 

the reeds so unfortunately were often out of sight. 

increased during the afternoon to highest in the evening, 5–7 pm. Preening 

a cursory glance may give the impression that the herons are not moving 

Several people have witnessed all the roosting herons fly up and circle 

directly skywards and calling. If the attack continues the heron flies off.

have also turned up. So there is always plenty of interest.
MARY THOMPSON

WHITE HERON ACTIVITY TIME BUDGET STUDY

Figure 1. Percentage of time spent on various activities. Figure 1. Percentage of time spent feeding and roosting during the day.
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In 1999 Colin Clunie, an OSNZ member, spent months watching a flock of Cattle 
Egrets near Carterton in the Wairarapa. He made extensive notes, took dozens 
of wonderful photographs and made some interesting drawings. Unfortunately 
Colin died about nine years ago. The following article is constructed from his notes 
provided by Colin Scadden and other Wairarapa OSNZ members. ED

town where I live allowed close monitoring of their stay. 130 hours of 

dependant on order and discipline.

aggressively guarded an area of drain, keeping the other Cattle Egrets 

than one occasion. One day when the Cattle Egrets were spread out, a flock 

to feed in the same way, with head still while the neck swayed from side-

aerodynamics. Not at all very fast flying, Magpies can easily out-fly them 

they rarely flew higher than three metres. Calling was a kind of mewing 

and higher guttural sounds also accompanied the higher-pitched calls.

a certain herd in a certain place, when not even a herd in the next paddock 

is adopted, or any 

similar herds and 
conditions in the 
region, selected. 
An example of this 
was when a flock 

and intermingled 
with the Cattle 
Egret cow herd. 

then separated 
themselves away 
from all the herds to 
forage the pastures 
and drains.

Of note was the 
flight display with 
the Cattle Egret in 
an erratic, violent, 

twisting manoeuvre 
as they came in 

One of the highlights personally was the change from the extreme 

At the start 150 m was the closest distance allowed. After some weeks 

Australian Magpies, that the flock readily accepted the van at close 

photograph and show myself outside the van without them flying away.

other water-courses flowing through and across them, supporting high 

never far from it. 
At the start of their day perhaps a tall pine or macrocarpa tree used 

drank or fed from it.

A STUDY OF CATTLE EGRETS IN NEW ZEALAND

13Southern Bird



interest were: the same feeding structure and association to the herds that Cattle 

Acknowledgements and appreciation:

and encouragement, information and permission to go on their properties, 

was on or near her property.

COLIN CLUNIE

SOUTHERN BIRD’S 
YOUNGEST READER?

To The Editor
 
I took this photo recently when cousins Anthea and Declan were staying with 
us in Waihi. I was reading to Declan when five-year-old Anthea came into the 
lounge, picked up the latest  and started to read. “I love birds 
Nana” was her comment. Anthea lives in Katikati and her house borders onto 
a wetland area. Mum, Dad and Anthea love watching the Pukeko families 
move around the wetland and recently they saw an early morning Bittern 
feeding on the stream edge. They have counted nine Tui at one time in their 
Prunus campanulata tree this spring and Anthea’s Dad has made a nesting 
box for the Starlings.
 
When the children visit, there is usually a request “Can we go on a bush 
walk?” One school holiday we took them to Whiritoa and walked over the 
headland to the next bay. On our way back we saw two New Zealand Pigeons 
sitting in a tree looking down at us. When we carried on walking Declan said, 
“That was magic Poppa”.

KRISHNA BUCKMAN

14 Southern Bird

FREE ATLAS FOR
NEW MEMBERS!!!



15Southern Bird

REGIONAL ROUNDUP
FAR NORTH

Shining Cuckoos arriving early and still very 

including 239 Short-tailed Shearwaters; also a 

  

a result, two pelagic trips were arranged from 

of the sea not far offshore attracted enormous 

showed well, particularly on the second trip.   

 

DETLEF DAVIES

NORTHLAND

for three months now; could this indicate an 

at Mata and a few days later we counted 26 New 

A local community newspaper, the Whangarei 
Leader, reported this week that the Northpower-

for a group of Pied Stilts to make their nests in. 

the Pied Stilts a go. At the time of writing my 
column we have hatched nine with the others 

JANET SNELL

AUCKLAND

on the Mangawhai Sandspit at the northern limit 

and feral cats. A pindone operation commenced 

29 of which were Short-tailed Shearwaters. A 

coming ashore still alive, though in such an 
exhausted state that they were not surviving 

stormy, with strong westerly winds, and more 

to the conditions.

on street lights, and a pair of Australasian 

MEL GALBRAITH

SOUTH AUCKLAND

running again.

Marsh Sandpiper. 

eventually giving good rewards after a poor 

around this winter with particularly large 

Cattle Egrets at Otaua that seem to have used 

the excellent thank you cake and a cup of tea. 

in from all around the region over the winter 

same paddock 17 km from the coast on August 

IAN SOUTHEY
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TARANAKI

off at the Inglewood oxidation ponds turned up 

encyclopaedic knowledge of the Park had us 

year, calling close to my work site in central  
New Plymouth.

Once again there are very few Arctic waders 

and feral cats dead and alive.

around us and others calling. Spotless Crakes 

to have its photo taken.

reawakened my interest in the flora and avifauna 

PETER FRYER

HAWKE’S BAY

walk we had a meeting over lunch and planned 

without success. 

usual spots at Clive. Another interesting sighting 

in the lagoon; at least 11 are still present. 

an active participant in local activities, always 

coastline which she did with her faithful canine 

MARGARET TWYDLE

MANAWATU

the godwits and knots always looking out for 

hanging around.

awareness of the threats to waders internationally. 

CRAIG STEEDMAN

WELLINGTON

coast, approximately a 4 km direct flight from 

ongoing programmes to control pests in multiple 

important community initiatives such as the 

for species such as parakeets to successfully 

of parakeets are the predator-free areas including 

New populations in predator-free areas have 

Parakeets to Mana Island in 2004. More recently 

of parakeets outside the predator-free islands 

and Yellow-crowned parakeets appear to 

GEOFF DE LISLE

NELSON

amazing travellers. Pauline has organised this 
event for several years and her sterling work was 

Conservation Champion

and advocacy of the Motueka Sandspit and its 

a report Shorebirds of Farewell Spit, Golden By and 
Tasman Bay 

R E G I O N A L  R O U N D U P
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R E G I O N A L  R O U N D U P

estuary on 10th and 26th August, and again on 

occurred last year). 

ROBIN TOY

MARLBOROUGH

Morepork, skinks and geckos.

we were surprised and delighted to see a pair of 

DIANNE JOHN

CANTERBURY

were among the more common waders, and at 

what looked like aerial courtship displays. 22 

the 4th highest total they have found since they 
started recoding in March 2005.  

August had gone the following day on their way 

counted as they dropped down from trees to feed 

for this site.  

passing, either singly or in groups of up to four 

southwards migration taking a short cut over 

Severe storms and road closures led to the 

ANN SHERLOCK

OTAGO

returned to the estuaries and lagoons around 

Council has granted funds to pay for transport.
 

MARY THOMPSON

SOUTHLAND

a South Island photographic award for her photo 

Australian Coots at the Mandeville ponds near 

 
PHIL RHODES



estuarine area in the south-western part of the North Island and is a 
stopping off point for some wader species that migrate north and south, 

collection area for local Maori.

developments could cause sedimentation that might affect the occupation 

occupy parts of the inlet and provide important protection for several 

one day each month for two years, pausing for eight years, and resuming 

are summarised and analysed using spreadsheets.

cycle is incomplete several trends are emerging that illustrate changes in 

resident and migratory, that primarily depend on the water, rocks and 

recorded, as follows.

maximum of 36 species and not less than an average of 31 for each two-

of several species having conservation threat rankings that is striking. In 

 

BIRDS OF PAUATAHANUI INLET: WHAT HAVE WE 
LEARNED FROM OBSERVATIONS OVER 40 YEARS?

18 Southern Bird



It is pleasing to learn that counts for some other species are increasing, 

et al. Notornis 2008, Vol. 55: 117-135).

helped collect data since 1982 and who continue to do so; these results 

IAN ARMITAGE

BIRDS ROOSTING AT HIGH TIDE. PHOTO BY IAN ARMITAGE

ROYAL SPOONBILLS. PHOTO BY IAN ARMITAGE

PIED SHAG FEEDING ON A FLOUNDER. PHOTO BY DALLAS BISHOP

VIEW LOOKING SE ACROSS PART OF PAUATAHANUI WILDLIFE 
MANAGEMENT AREA. PHOTO BY IAN ARMITAGE
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Email southernbird@osnz.org.nz

AVON-HEATHCOTE ESTUARY, CHRISTCHURCH 2-2-05

COMMON TERN, TAPORA, KAIPARA HARBOUR 13-12-08.


