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NEW ZEALAND BIRDS ONLINE 
IS ALIVE & KICKING 

issue of Southern Bird means that I am writing 

seem right, no matter how trivial, please let me 

as keen as I am that the information presented 

annoying glitches.

content-rich, with new text, photographs, sound 

species on the New Zealand list. But please do 
not forget the enormous generosity and goodwill 
that has produced all this content, all crowd-

preferred term) and much of it from you, the 

the 110 authors and 254 photographers, 
supported the concept, and freely provided your 
time and stunning photographs. I hope that the 

fully vindicates and appropriately acknowledges 

word in the last sentence is only in relation to 

the original scope of the project, i.e. what we 

much more information and new features added 

taste of things to come.

include:

1. IDENTIFY THAT BIRD

complete novice? Or have just seen something 

select the image closest to what you saw (with 
each image representing a similar-looking group 

cluster of images of similar species, leading you 
to the page for that species.

2. INTEGRATED SITE LISTS

taxonomic order used in the 2010 Checklist of the 
birds of New Zealand. But you can re-order the 

name if you choose. And if you want to know 
what species have occurred at the site on rare 
occasions, or species formerly present, or extinct 
species that occurred at that site, you can select 

3. CUSTOMISED SITE TICKLISTS

as all of New Zealand, New Zealand excluding 
outlying island groups, North Island or South 

could choose to print a list that includes Black 

4. SEARCH BY BIRD GROUP

By the time you read this, New Zealand Birds Online, the digital encyclopaedia of New Zealand 
birds, will have been launched, and will be freely available to all at www.nzbirdsonline.org.nz. 
Please have a look if you haven’t already.

TOMTIT BY TONY WHITEHEAD YELLOW-EYED PENGUIN BY IAN ARMITAGE
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(takahikare-moa
moa
you get the nine expected moa species and no 
more.

5.  INTEGRATION OF INFORMATION ON  
 LIVING, EXTINCT AND FOSSIL SPECIES

Bird group searches return a default list of living 
species (not extinct or fossil), that are endemic 

native waterfowl species, including 20 million-

(introduced) Mute Swan, Cape Barren Goose, 
Greylag Goose, Canada Goose and Mallard, it 
is easy to do.

6.  EASE OF SEARCHING BY  
 CONSERVATION STATUS

a hierarchical diagram of the New Zealand 

to select different levels within the hierarchy, 
e.g. all threatened species, or just those that are 
nationally critical. [Please note that this is at a 

7.  BOOK-COVER ICONS AS PORTALS TO  
 PUBLISHED INFORMATION

cases this means over 450 extracts from a single 
Checklist 

of the birds of New Zealand
Society of New Zealand (Checklist of the birds of 
New Zealand, and Webatlas maps derived from the 
Atlas of bird distribution in New Zealand), Penguin 
Group (The ), 
Arun Books (Birds of New Zealand – locality guide, 
and The discovery of New Zealand’s birds), and 

Birds of the 
Chatham Islands). As announced at the launch, 
progress is well underway on adding extracts 

intuitive to use, and also explicitly acknowledges 
the generosity and intellectual property of the 

provide details of how or where to purchase 
 

and I will update the list. If the location name 

Southern 
Bird
extremely grateful to those people who did 

south of Christchurch or Hokitika, plus the 

the Atlas (covering a six-year period only), the 
2010 Checklist (for vagrant species) and ‘site-

Notornis papers (I did not have the time 
or enthusiasm to search through the entire 

entered the 68,000 data points that allow these 

And yes, we can enter more locations at any 

all those common introduced species that you 

for all cities or towns that have an international 

the taxi as they head to their hotel. Please use the 

Ornithological Society has agreed to maintain 

information technology support. Ideally, I am 

Birds Online?
COLIN MISKELLY

Project Manager and Editor, New Zealand Birds 

with the Secretary (P.O. Box 834, Nelson 7040) 

If the Secretary receives more than one valid 

nomination is received from a region, Council 

LONG DISTANCE 
MALLARD BAND 

RECOVERIES

in New Zealand are introduced and non-
migratory in their new home, and this 
recovery pattern is regarded as typical of a 
sedentary species. However, in their native 
range, in Europe and North America, their 
migratory journeys span many hundreds 
and often thousands of kilometres each 

journey to return each spring. Perhaps 

strikes out on a similar long journey to 
their northern counterparts, even if for no 

Zealand to turn up outside this country, 

27-79497 

August 2005. 
27-83497.  

27-72141.  

27-57598, 
Banded at Pipiroa, Hauraki Plains on 8th 

12-0024, 

22nd March 2013.

in Gordonton area, some years ago.  

JOHN DYER

NOMINATIONS FOR REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 2014
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in a short distance. A major highway, SH6, allows access to the length of 

and access east to the mountains is almost entirely on foot.

a relict population around the Okarito area. Another relict population in 

off the road to Okarito township, offer good chances of a range of forest 

pest control.

to see in forested areas, especially near the glacier settlements and Haast 
(where they are commonly seen at sea level).

Bar-tailed Godwits and sometimes other waders, is a major feeding area for 

feeding chicks. A couple of good sites are the end of the Monro Beach 

Accommodation in the area is mostly in the larger settlements of Haast 

NICK ALLEN
ALL PHOTOS BY NICK ALLEN

BIRDING IN SOUTH WESTLAND
KIWI SIGN OKARITO ROADOKARITO LAGOON WHITE HERON COLONY



Southern Bird

DECEASED MEMBERS

aware of who have passed away during the previous 12 months.  

Alan Morris (South Auckland)

pool of knowledge and experience. 

Our thoughts go out to their families. 

COUNCIL

report. 
An interesting development that was started at the meeting held in 

were discussed as a total group rather than individually and then 

more as working within the single organisation. 

with during the coming year. 

as part of the strategic analysis of the workings of the Society, the time 

a common operating name. 

and rarity. Council is looking for ideas and would appreciate any input 

champion who can ensure that the project is continued and eventually 

forces and hence the need to adopt champions for these types of projects. 

COUNCIL ELECTIONS

for re-election and hence their term will expire following the Annual 
General Meeting. 

also served several years as the editor of Notornis.
Peter came to the Council with a great deal of overseas experience 

through the Projects and Activities committee and any failings in that 

at the Annual Meeting this year. 

Colin Miskelly who wishes to continue for a further term and Sarah 

were the only nominations they are automatically elected and there will 

noting that there is only one woman on Council, and no representation 

PUBLICATIONS

Notornis is now on schedule largely through the efforts 

that authors can have early exposure for their completed works and it is 

anyone else assisting in special issues such as this in the future.
Nick Allen has continued to produce Southern Bird on the regular 

placed in that medium freeing the newsletter for topical articles and up-
to-date sightings.

would however appreciate assistance in providing articles for the series, 

ANNUAL REPORT ON BEHALF OF COUNCIL FOR 2012 (excerpts)



Southern Bird

areas in their region to Nick for inclusion. Southern Bird

to learn from.
Council would also encourage regions to provide reports of regional 

Peter Gaze has volunteered to assist regions identify and prepare these 

WEBSITE

of the Society. 

the necessary updating can take place.

organizing the setup of the site.

ANNUAL GRANT

if we would administer a process for providing annual grants to 

the digitising of HANZAB for NZ Birds Online, preparation for the 

well advertised in Southern Bird in the middle of next year.

 
REGIONS

and meetings and activities organised. 

expect others to undertake all the organisation and just turn up for the 
enjoyment at meetings and activities. However, a much greater sense of 
satisfaction is achieved if everyone works towards the common goal, and 
share experiences. 

In reading the regional reports, however, I am amazed at the diversity 
of projects and activities that regions do undertake. It is clear from 

also their local representative. 

FINANCIAL

the organisation. 

work as treasurer and in having the accounts audited well in advance of 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

I have acknowledged the work of many people and parts of the 
organisation throughout this report. However, there are several other 
key parts of the organisation that I now wish to mention.

Council. It is a pleasure to lead a team that provides as much support 

various aspects of the organisation completing those tasks in a manner 

I have much pleasure in presenting this report on the activities of the 
Society over the past year and look forward to further progress as we 

we are still meeting the desires of our founders and providing for the 

DAVID LAWRIE

President

ANNUAL REPORT ON BEHALF OF COUNCIL FOR 2012 (excerpts)
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OSNZ 
NATIONAL 
WADER 
CENSUS 
2012/3
Winter Census 2012 

A total of 124,741 waders of 21 species 

2012 wader census, down from 132,371 

Oystercatchers were counted. 

Summer Census 2012 

A total of 129,850 waders of 28 species 

from 148,662 in 2011 and 159,111 in 
2010. National coverage was again 

count was down to 77,103 from 88,949 

also continue to decline, down to 914 

count.

Greenshank, a Marsh Sandpiper and 
three Grey Plovers.

January/February  
Census 2013

received.

Summary compiled  

If you are reading this but are not a member of the Ornithological Society you would be very 
welcome to join us. Our membership consists of the whole spectrum of people interested 
in New Zealand/South Paci!c birds from beginners with just an interest through keen 
birdwatchers and amateur ornithologists to professional ornithologists, so you should !nd 
others of a similar level to you, or !nd resources that are of interest to you.

For our very reasonable subscription fee of $70 (students pay just $35.00 and 
overseas/corporate rates etc are also available) you will receive a quarterly issue of 
this magazine Southern Bird, which is the Society’s main mouthpiece to members, has 
articles of bird/ornithological interest and both national and local news; a quarterly 
issue of Notornis, the Society’s scienti!c journal; and from time to time either free or 
discounted major Society publications – for example a copy of the latest Atlas of Bird 
Distribution is currently provided free to new members while stocks last. This atlas 
gives a thorough overview of the distribution of every bird on mainland New Zealand 
and some o"shore islands in its 533 pages.

In addition to reading material and, with time, a useful collection of reference books, 
members have access to meetings, both indoor and in the !eld, on a national and 
regional basis providing opportunities to gain knowledge on birds/ornithology and 
learning practical skills whilst networking with knowledgeable people. Our extensive 
library of books and journals is open for members to borrow and view items. Members 
are also encouraged to provide data to the Society’s schemes, and supply sightings to 
the annual New Zealand Bird Report and the eBird online reporting tool. These data 
provide information on which research may be conducted, often with conclusions 
relevant to decision-making processes on the conservation of birds.

For further details and/or a membership form you should :

The Society is extending the presentation of a free copy of the Atlas of Bird 
Distribution in New Zealand 1999-2004 to each new member joining OSNZ while 
stocks last. In addition, all new members will receive a copy of the index to Notornis, 
Fifty years of bird study in New Zealand 1939-1989.  Pass the word to people who 
maybe haven’t got around to joining the Society yet that now is a very good time to 
do so. Not only do they obtain membership of the premier society for those with 
an interest in birds and ornithology in New Zealand and the South Paci!c but they 
will also receive these two essential books on New Zealand ornithology. The atlas is 
an impressive and weighty book that which will be a delight for anyone with even a 
small interest in New Zealand’s birds.

Joining the 
Ornithological Society

FREE ATLAS FOR NEW MEMBERS!!!
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Eudyptula minor) on 

chicks resulting in higher mortality rates in 

penguins in New Zealand waters.

the population. Some resident penguins on the 

these were included in the study when found, 

named according to a key feature eg. North 

were included in the study. Some parts of the 

at low tide, so these were not included.

the help of various school groups and 

they were not used after a couple of seasons 

380 sites to check.

trips of three days were undertaken, increasing 

were checked on every trip. Birds found already 

eggs and chicks were recorded.

came ashore near the wharf, and later installed 
a transponder-reader positioned where most of 

marked (if unmarked), weighed and measured.
By the time the project ended nearly 

150 and 200 chicks were marked each year.

checked indicates the average annual count 

example, there are over 7,200 lines of data on 

penguins. 

weighed. 

and maps developed for future use. 

and infrastructure for a further study on this 

Auckland University. She is attaching GPS 

area, and along the shoreline just outside the 

next two years will provide an indication as to 
whether this is the norm.

other interested parties we put out a Penguin 
Ponderings newsletter keeping people informed 
of what we did on each trip to the island. 

and Montessori School. Casual visitors staying 
overnight were always invited to join us at the 
wharf area in the evening, and many people, 
especially children were thrilled to see these 

and conclusions of the data from this extensive 

Island for their constant and ongoing support, 
interest and enthusiasm.

for competently organising so many trips, and 

ROS BATCHELER

LITTLE PENGUIN STUDY ON MATIU/SOMES ISLAND

and AGM in 2008 I decided to try such nest 

Bruce.

down, improved, then put up again, with an 

they were seen carrying nest material, then 

unsure if there were two or three chicks.

of interest for staff and visitors alike.
COLIN SCADDEN

SUCCESS OF A RIFLEMAN NEST BOX PROJECT
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redirected toward education. An army of teachers replaced an army of soldiers. 

similar life expectancy to North Americans and a superior health and social security 

Interestingly, economic development has not gone hand in hand with 

result, 25% of the country is currently in reserves many of a private nature. Many 

harmless, reptiles eating the exotic vegetation. Everywhere there are the sounds of 

created the classic scenario for massive past speciation and adaptive radiation. 

 

(2012) to guide for eight days, which included driving, providing an itinerary and 

wanted to see some waders and we did locate these, in great variety, on a salinas 

Pura Vida:
COSTA RICA BIRDING

RAY BUCKMASTER

ABOVE TOP: RUFOUS-TAILED JACAMAR
ABOVE: BLACK-BELLIED WHISTLING DUCKS
– BY RAY BUCKMASTER

to check out a guide in advance if you intend to spend 

from previous clients, along with their email addresses 
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nothing will replace long term local experience.  

many students from various countries, all involved in some aspect 

including tinamous, Crested Guan and Great Curassow. Around the 

Along the trails you will come across peccaries, armadillos and 

sitting in an avocado tree.

woods found on the ridge are thick with moss, lichen and other 

station and living space are open for all to see and experience. Perhaps 
these few words of his explain the man and also resonate with us all.

“FOR A LARGE AND GROWING NUMBER OF PEOPLE BIRDS ARE THE 
STRONGEST BOND WITH THE LIVING WORLD OF NATURE. THEY CHARM 

US WITH LOVELY PLUMAGE AND MELODIOUS SONGS: OUR QUEST OF 
THEM TAKES US TO THE FAIREST PLACES; TO FIND THEM AND UNCOVER 

SOME OF THEIR WELL GUARDED SECRETS WE EXERT OURSELVES 
GREATLY AND LIVE INTENSELY. IN THE MEASURE THAT WE APPRECIATE 
AND UNDERSTAND THEM AND ARE GRATEFUL FOR OUR CO-EXISTENCE 
WITH THEM, WE HELP TO BRING TO FRUITION THE AGE LONG TRAVAIL 

THAT MADE THEM AND US. THIS, I AM CONVINCED, IS THE HIGHEST 
SIGNIFICANCE OF OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH BIRDS”

ABOVE: MALE RESPLENDENT QUETZAL  
– BY RAY OROZCO

TOP LEFT: SCARLET MACAW 
TOP MIDDLE: MAGNIFICENT HUMMINGBIRD
TOP RIGHT: FIERY-BILLED ARACARI
LEFT: SALINAS BIRDS
– BY RAY BUCKMASTER
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colour

You are a dedicated birder, perhaps good with computers and you also 
have lots of spare time (yeah right!) to help bird monitoring from the 
comfort of your own home so here’s an offer for you!

  

over the past 11 years volunteers have 

Park, involves many people collectively 
volunteering many thousands of hours each 
year so that the existing native wild life: 

the volunteers to control predators. Using 

volunteers control rats, stoats, weasels, 
ferrets, possums and feral cats over an area 
that now totals 2,200 ha. Over the years 
species that were once in these forests have 

recordings.

CITIZEN SCIENCE
BIRD MONITORING IN AN ELECTRONIC AGE

chosen a particular part of the Ark area, and in fact drove efforts to 

and whether this was the attraction or whether with an initial pair 

over the past season

to download 300-500MB per week, you could add your analysis 

experience. 

JOHN SUMICH

Chair, Ark in the Park

KOKAKO. PHOTO G. CAPILL

ERIC AT DESK IN FRONT OF COMPUTER SCREEN. PHOTO G. WADAMS

ship Caledonian Sky at Stewart 
Island. A group of passengers 
and staff had elected to go 

calm water, they were joined 

On their return, and upon checking photos she had taken, a colleague, 

photographed was clearly missing its left eye. Assuming this was the 
result of misadventure rather than a genetic defect, it appeared that the 
injury had occurred some time ago, as there was no sign of scarring or 

On my return home I contacted Paul Sagar, who told me that other 

enough for a note in Southern Bird
albatrossencounter.

co.nz

ONE-EYED ALBATROSS  
BY KIT VAN WAGNER

TONY CROCKER

Heamatopus unicolor) attracted our 

for the rest of its length.

it took an item of food from the sand and swallowed it. It then rested, 
lying down on the sand near the tide-line. Some time later it was 

directions.
STELLA ROWE, JOHN ROWE and HUGH CLIFFORD

VARIABLE OYSTERCATCHER 
WITH AN ABERRANT BILL

ONE-EYED ALBATROSS
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or even a few dozen individuals) of native species, often isolated on offshore islands or 

a new disease is introduced or the climate changes, and the population no longer contains 

disease spreads to the population as a result of a warming climate, the population could 

of the species as a whole if it involves a particularly important population. Once genetic 

mutation reappears in the population. Clearly this is too long to wait for a population that 

all of these factors can maximise the amount of diversity that is retained, thus maximising 

However, deciding how many founders, how large a population, and how much 

introduced. Projects aiming to reintroduce native species need to know whether their patch 

demography over time. If this is done many times (e.g. 1,000) for the same population, 
the proportion of times in which a rare gene of interest was retained to the end of the 

have developed one such model and have used it to advise reintroductions of threatened 

small populations and maximising the chances of the population persisting long-term.

working to reintroduce native species to their local area.

Molecular Ecology 
Resources Conservation Biology 27:335-344).  

A NEW TOOL FOR 
GUIDING REINTRODUCTION

retaining the rare gene than releasing fewer individuals (N 

scenarios until we found the level of immigration that 
would allow these populations to achieve our goal of 
retaining 90% of rare genes, as shown. Each upward 
jump in each line corresponds with an immigration 

BROWN KIWI AT WESTSHORE WILDLIFE RESERVE 
(NAPIER).  PHOTO:  EMILY WEISER.

EMILY WEISER
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REVIEW
Dennis, Roy. A Life of Ospreys. 

ISBN 978 1904445 26 5

conservationally-minded person, as well as the 

Ospreys to the Highlands of Scotland in the 

and those earlier enthusiasts and professionals, 

the latter in the form of dedicated egg thieves 

raiding and destruction that often followed.

to read. Containing a lengthy narrative of over 20 years of progress on protecting the Ospreys 

Thank goodness the Osprey is no longer viewed as vermin by the gillies and farmers, rather 
as a spectacular bird of prey that can be admired and appreciated by all who are fortunate to see them 
in their natural habitat” 

PAUL ASQUITH

NEW MEMBERS

A warm welcome is extended  
to the following new members:

We also thank the following members for 
their generous donations to the Society:

 

 

Ian Southey has taken over from Simon 

Hills, Auckland 2110. Phone: 09 298 2500. 
Email iansouthey@yahoo.co.nz. Many 

thanks to Simon for the work he did in the 
region over four years in the post.

not to stand again after the expiry of their 
three-year terms and have vacated their 

leaving their roles for the hard work they 

www.osnz.org.nz

PERSONNEL CHANGES

BOOK PUBLISHED ABOUT THE HEAPHY TRACK

Excavation of a Maori site at the mouth of the Heaphy 

Early explorers often only told us what they managed to 

over the track.

ancient times to the modern day.  

The Heaphy Track,  

at nikau@ts.co.nz or P.O. Box 602 Nelson.
CHRIS PETYT
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FAR NORTH

people taking part, although two of these, Alison 

Bar-tailed Godwits were estimated at 2,500, the 

census appears in the latest Apteryx.

March trip enjoyed three species of Pterodroma 

Skuas. New Zealand Storm Petrels were seen on 

alerting the ferry companies. One found some 

DETLEF DAVIES

NORTHLAND

across the river in that same area. At high tide it is 

again in our gardens since the recent welcome 

Zealand Pigeons eating acorns on the western 

Of special interest to us, was an invitation for 

a secure industrial complex, taking no notice of 

JANET SNELL   

WAIKATO

was to pursue his career in Australia working 

hear good news of his progress.
Our inaugural meeting was very well attended. 

Birding and photography go well together. 

photographer, provided advice on camera selection 
whilst demystifying the processes of image capture 

Centre and will shortly have the welcome addition 

lake edge during an early morning stroll and a 

feeding the troops or collecting specimens.
Still on the topic of wetlands we have recently 

coming to a wetland near you! It is a multi-
pronged approach to estimating population 

and release of predators and trialling a variety 

stage is to target mustelids whilst continuing to 

wetland locations in New Zealand.

increasing emphasis on developing such 

the tune of $20 million over a ten-year period. 

small lakes and also the Miranda coastal strip.

populations in the region.

popped up in other locations in recent months. 

grouping.

and released in mid-May.

RAY BUCKMASTER

BAY OF PLENTY/VOLCANIC PLATEAU

Change has come to the OSNZ region as Eila 

At the moment a collective is rostering the main 
duties out. 

regular records of rarity: a Common Sandpiper 

personal. Compartments in pine forests may not 

present. Bitterns are also lurking in these areas, 

helpline operator. One was seen in a revegetating 

REGIONAL ROUNDUP
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Rena

the penguins, and the micro-chipping has 
helped enormously with regards to individual 

PAUL CUMING

HAWKE’S BAY

group and gave an overview of the re-introduction 

everyone to have a close look.
A small group travelled up to Mahia for a 

once again generously shared their local 
knowledge of the area. Highlights were close 

were eating our lunch, and coming across 

project in the upper reaches of the Ahuriri 

end the afternoon he took us to another area 
where most of us were lucky enough to catch a 

MARGARET TWYDLE 

TARANAKI

an offshore drilling rig located some 80 km 

was coming from or going to Australia we will 
never know. 

of seventeen New Zealand Pigeons. Our group 

the middle of March is one of many over the 
years of Shining Cuckoo doing this.

the Ahukawakawa Swamp in Egmont National 

Plymouth mentioned in the previous regional 
roundup which was suffering an identity crises 

Snares Crested Penguin.

the grey-haired.

on the west side of Mt Egmont had a good 

a cork or a piece of polystyrene produced a 

Beach patrols over the summer months have 

departed from Pukekura Park and headed for 

Barry Hartley reported 15 Cattle Egrets around 

round off, a city resident has had a female Golden 

PETER FRYER

WAIRARAPA

we have a growing list of friends who are 

much needed enthusiasm.

and informative presentation on his survey work 
in selected wetland areas on the eastern shore of 

phone photography, the presence of Marsh and 
Spotless Crakes and record some sounds from 
them. Also evident were predators that were 

played and they were waiting for a crake meal. 

produced one chick and we will keep a watchful 

PEGGY DUNCAN

WELLINGTON

Heron was present at the same time at the Aotea 

noted a continuing increase in unrestrained 

unrestrained dogs were very evident on the 
walkways round the shore.  

different causes of the decline of the Huia, 

European market were a factor in its ultimate 
extinction. In the 21st century all that remains 

an installation, entitled Barcode, which is 77 

Palmerston North and continues to the 4th of 

GEOFF DE LISLE

MARLBOROUGH

enjoyed the experience, especially chasing the 

was so nice to work with a variety of people of 

which is encouraging for the future.

comparisons and refreshing our minds on the 

R E G I O N A L  R O U N D U P
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translocation project. Everyone enjoyed this 
experience, especially as the weather was 
kind for most of the duration of the feeding 
programme. 

2012, and that they were mainly roosting with 

DIANNE JOHN

CANTERBURY

In March Bev Alexander organised a long 

the valley and in future more time was needed to 

patience and effort were rewarded and everyone 

Some of our most interesting recent sightings 

species, vagrant to New Zealand. On 24th April 

hawking constantly over salt meadows, putting 

this latter species at this site for many decades. 

An Erect-crested Penguin was reported from 

Shelducks on Bromley Oxidation Ponds, and 

Herons were seen together within the city. A rare 
sighting as late as March was a Shining Cuckoo, 

area.
ANN SHERLOCK

OTAGO

Peninsula just 5 km from the city centre) turned 

Stilts, gulls, Black Swans, and Mallards were 

compare sizes. So in one view, within metres of 

the impending storm the next morning and also 

Common Sandpiper.

season.

none turned up at Aramoana.

Some of us were lucky to witness the 
extraordinary sight of thousands of juvenile 

Otago coast.

recording throughout the night at sites around 

of calls and to determine whether listening for 

monitoring for the presence of Morepork. 
MARY THOMPSON

SOUTHLAND

Our local paper The Southland Times picked up on 

waders at last. 
In early March we received a report from Peter 

of this species on record for Southland and is a 

necked Stints rounded off a nice afternoon in 
perfect conditions. 

record of an Eastern Curlew at Mill Creek and 

also reported a Snares Crested Penguin from 
Halfmoon Bay.

long time was a tropical visitor that landed in 

the southernmost record of this species in New 
Zealand (so far).

to points further north. Unfortunately the young 

and the trip was postponed until next year. 

Shearwaters were in similar poor condition.
PHIL RHODES

R E G I O N A L  R O U N D U P

BIRDS NEW 
ZEALAND

At its recent annual conference the 
Birds New 

Zealand in the hope that this would 

relates to our more popular activities 
and particularly those where we are 

Southern 

Bird from 2014 onward. Notornis will 

of the Ornithological Society of New 

initiatives as they develop.
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Southern Bird

Who�’s in your 

garden? 

 

 

Small birds 

15cm or less Large birds Medium-sized birds 

Bird Guide (not to scale) 

Silvereye Welcome Swallow Grey Warbler 

Chaffinch (m) Chaffinch (f) Redpoll Fantail 

Greenfinch (m) Greenfinch (f) Goldfinch 

House Sparrow (f)  Yellowhammer (m) Yellowhammer (f) House Sparrow (m) Kereru 

Magpie  

Red-billed Gull 

Black-backed Gull 

Dunnock 

Eastern Rosella Tui 

Song Thrush Bellbird 

Myna Starling  

Blackbird (f) Blackbird (m) 

GARDEN BIRD 
SURVEY 2013 

New Zealand      Aotearoa 

29 June - 7 July 
Landcare Research and the Ornithological Society 
are asking for the public�’s help again this year in 
spotting birds in New Zealand gardens. Taking part is 
easy �– spend just 1 hour (that�’s 1 hour only) sometime 
between 29 June and 7 July looking for birds in your 
garden, parks or school grounds. For each species 
you detect, record the largest number you see (or 
hear) at the same time. Please count not just tick the 
species you observe. The easy to follow guide below 
will help you identify most birds you are likely to see.  
 
Then fill in and return the survey form opposite  
or enter your results online (which helps us to  
process the results faster and more easily) at:  
 
http://gardenbirdsurvey.landcareresearch.co.nz 

 
Regularly updated survey results will be available on 
the same website, and will provide valuable 
information about bird populations, giving scientists an 
indication of which species may be in decline, helping 
guide conservation efforts for the future. 

Photographs by:  
Andrea Lightfoot 
Andrew Walmsley  
Tom Marshall 
Craig MacKenzie  
Brian Massa 
Roger South  
www.istock.com  
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Female house sparrow 

Male house sparrow 
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