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Southern Bird
NEW MEMBERS

A warm welcome is extended to the following new members:

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

We also thank the following members for their generous 
donations to the Society:

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
will receive a renewal form as an insert with this issue of  

Southern Bird and Notornis. Please endeavour to pay close to 
the due date – the Society depends greatly on your 

 
 

PERSONNEL CHANGES

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
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BIRDS NEW ZEALAND RESEARCH FUND

The Society has recently been asked by a charitable trust if it would administer an annual 
grant for ornithological research. Council accepted this generous offer with obvious delight 
and has set up procedures whereby our executive officer, Ingrid Hutzler, will manage the 
process in addition to her existing role. It is intended that applications for next years funding 
will be called for in the September 2014 issue of Southern Bird along with details of the 
necessary criteria.

In the meantime, there were three applications 
already lodged with our funders and these 

Applicant:
The Hutton’s Shearwater Charitable Trust

Proposal:
To study breeding biology through the use 
of PIT tags and automatic loggers

to encourage and promote the preservation, 

Shearwater. Since the formation of the trust it 

additional translocations each of 100 chicks in 
2012 and 2013 to enhance the returns of chicks 

may allow managers to foster the survival of 

passive integrated transponders and automatic 
recorders which log the coming and going of 

to continue this work, helping to cover the 
transport and operational costs of volunteers on 

Applicant:
Taiko Trust

Proposal:
To establish a second breeding colony of 
Chatham Island Albatross

at 5,000 pairs, and one reason for no population 

against present and future population threats, 
and improve the species conservation threat 

on private land in the south west corner of 

Institute for Ornithology which has successfully 

moving two groups of chicks at different stages 

stage chicks) and April (chicks at peak mass) in 

to shift chicks.

Applicant:
Te Papa

Proposal:
New Zealand Birds Online: scanning of 
Handbook of Australian, New Zealand and 
Antarctic Birds text and images

(www.
nzbirdsonline.org.nz)

launch, six titles were included, covering topics 

for inclusion was the comprehensive, detailed 
and authoritative Handbook of Australian, New 
Zealand and Antarctic Birds (HANZAB).
volumes of HANZAB include 3,723 pages of text 

of the entire seven volumes to proceed to the 

and most authoritative site for information on 

reiterate my comments made at the conference 
dinner that our congratulations and thanks go 

the weather played its part with a little snow 

were heading south. However on the actual 

of activities to take place.

Meeting is a relatively large task it does give an 

together for a common cause and it will often 

that each region should treat the conference as 
a one-off event and put their own character into 

Region has agreed to host the 2014 Conference 
and we look forward to visiting that region and 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING WEEKEND

Council Members
My previous report set out the outcomes of the elections with Sarah 

 

one of the vacancies on the Council. Stefanie is a doctorate student at 

a research perspective to Council she also represents the younger female 

that predominate on the Council at the present time. She has also advised 

look forward to that aspect as well.
A fuller CV of Stefanie will appear in a future issue of Southern Bird.

New Zealand Birds Online

site is a testament to this detailed planning.

Brand Name For Society

Birds New Zealand

our interests.
Council is still undergoing an exercise to ensure that the use of the 

the layout and use of the Notornis image is standard across all aspects of 
the usage.

Another part of the motion was that Southern Bird
Birds New Zealand
development package.

note that some regions are already calling themselves Birds New Zealand. 

printed version that we are looking to develop into a consistent format.

Australasian Ornithological Congress

I understand that most of the registrants at the present time are 
Australians, and I would remind you that this is an opportunity that only 

is held in various Australian states. It is a chance to hear papers presented 

I am looking forward to the return of the Arctic migrants and the 
 

DAVID LAWRIE, President

DAME CLAUDIA ORANGE (TE PAPA), CAROL WEST 
(DOC) AND DAVID LAWRIE (OSNZ) OFFICIALLY 

LAUNCH NEW ZEALAND BIRDS ONLINE

MINUTES OF THE 74TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE 
ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF NEW ZEALAND (INC) 
HELD AT THE DUNEDIN MUSEUM ON 1ST JUNE 2013

Attendance:

Apologies:

Motion:

Recent deaths:

Minutes:
Motion:

Treasurer’s Report:

Southern Bird.
Motion:

President’s Report:

society activities and thanking those who had managed these for the 

Southern Bird.
Motion:  
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING WEEKEND

Election of Officers

for another term on Council with Murray and Peter standing aside. Sarah 

 

Motions notified for the AGM
Southern Bird.

Southern Bird to 
Birds New Zealand.

Awards

Meritorious Service Award.

General Business

Palmerston North

TREASURER’S REPORT

into ways of increasing our revenue and decreasing expenditure.

continue to show a decline from previous years. Income from the sale of 

transfers.
Southern Bird adverts increased this year to $1,100, 

with three different companies advertising.
Printing costs for Notornis and Southern Bird have increased. However, 

I recommend acceptance of the 2012 Annual Accounts. I also 

PAUL GARNER-RICHARDS

June 2013

(See page 6 for the audited accounts)

scheme convenors

Society

VISIT THE OSNZ WEBSITE
www.osnz.org.nz

FALLA MEMORIAL AWARD 
A.T. EDGAR JUNIOR AWARD & 

MERITORIOUS SERVICE AWARDS

its spring meeting.

WHITE-HEADED 
SHELDUCK PAIR

in the Paradise Shelduck population. However on closer inspection of 

a pair of Paradise Shelducks 
successfully rears a clutch and 

these two follow the trend and if 
so, what proportion of their off-

George is sceptical as to whether 

ALASTAIR and JENNY NICOL



AUDITED ACCOUNTS
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A LIST OF RECENT BIRD LITERATURE REGARDING 
NEW ZEALAND BIRDS, EXCLUDING THAT 
PUBLISHED IN NOTORNIS

Is 
propagule size the critical factor in predicting 
introduction outcomes in passeriform birds? 
Biological Invasions

Do 
population indicators work? Investigating 
correlated responses of bird populations in 
relation to predator management. Ecological 
Indicators 25: 23-34.
Eens, M et al. Can starling eggs be useful as a 
biomonitoring tool to study organohalogenated 
contaminants on a worldwide scale? 
Environment International 51: 141-9.

Nakagawa, S. Low genetic and morphological 
differentiation between an introduced 
population of dunnocks in New Zealand and 
an ancestral population in England. Biological 
Invasions 5: 185-197.

Inner-ear morphology of the New Zealand Kiwi 
(Apteryx mantelli) suggests high-frequency 
specialization. Journal of the Association for 
Research in Otolaryngology 13: 629-639.

The 
black petrel (Procellaria parkinsoni) in pelagic 
waters off northern Chile: A southern extension 
to the known distribution and interactions 
with the pelagic longline fishery. New Zealand 
Journal of Marine and Freshwater Research 46: 
537-544.

Nest 
site selection by the endangered black robin 
increases vulnerability to predation by an 
invasive bird. Animal Conservation 16: 
404-411.

Traumatic 
ventriculitis following consumption of 
introduced insect prey (hymenoptera) in 
nestling hihi (Notiomystis cincta). Journal of 
Wildlife Diseases 49: 80-90.

H.S. Tapeworm bolus expelled from New 
Zealand variable oystercatchers (Haematopus 
unicolor) during handling: First record of 
this phenomenon in wild birds, and a global 
checklist of Haematopus cestode parasites. 
Parasitology Research 111: 2455-60.

Absolute 
consistency: Individual versuspopulation 
variation in annual-cycle schedules of a long-
distance migrant bird. PLoS ONE 8 (1)  
art. no. e54535.

Severe 
pollen limitation in populations of the New 
Zealand shrub Alseuosmia macrophylla 
(Alseuosmiaceae) can be attributed to the loss 
of pollinating bird species. Austral Ecology  
38: 95-102.

Engaging primary students 
in learning about New Zealand birds: A 
socially relevant context. International Journal of 
Science Education 35: 1344-66.

Giving hihi a helping hand: Assessment of 
alternative rearing diets in food supplemented 
populations of an endangered bird. Animal 
Conservation

Diet 
composition and prey choice of New Zealand 
falcons nesting in anthropogenic and natural 
habitats. New Zealand Journal of Ecology 37 
(1): 51-59.

Pollen analysis 
of coprolites reveals dietary details of heavy-
footed moa (Pachyornis elephantopus) and 
coastal moa (Euryapteryx curtus) from central 
Otago. New Zealand Journal of Ecology  37 
(1): 151-5.

Pryde, M.A. Monitoring selected forest bird 
species through aerial application of 1080 baits, 
Waitutu, New Zealand. New Zealand Journal of 
Ecology 37 (1): 41-50

Genetic 
variability and population diversity as revealed 
by microsatellites for flesh-footed shearwaters 
(Puffinus carneipes) in the southern hemisphere. 
Conservation Genetics Resources  5: 27-29.

Avipoxvirus infections in brown 
kiwi (Apteryx mantelli). New Zealand Veterinary 
Journal  61: 49-52.

Inter-island differences in 
the corticosterone responses of North Island 
Saddlebacks (Philesturnus rufusater) in New 
Zealand do not suggest selective effects of 
translocation. Emu 113: 45-51.

The influence of supplemental 
feeding on survival, dispersal and competition 
in translocated Brown Teal, or Pateke (Anas 
chlorotis). Emu 113: 62–68.

. Resource availability and foraging of 
Silvereyes (Zosterops lateralis) in urban tree. 
Emu 113: 26–32.

Feeding environments of New Zealand’s 
extinct merganser revealed by stable isotope 
analyses. Wildfowl 62: 190–203.

Coccidia species in endemic and native New 
Zealand passerines. Parasitology Research
112: 2027-36.

Avian polyomavirus identified in 
a nestling Gouldian finch (Erythrura gouldiae) 
in New Zealand. New Zealand Veterinary Journal 

 
The New Zealand falcon 

and wind farms: A risk assessment framework. 
New Zealand Journal of Zoology  40:16-27.

A cluster of 
avian malaria cases in a kiwi management 

programme. New Zealand Veterinary Journal 
61: 121-126.

2013. Coccidia species in endemic and native 
New Zealand passerines. Parasitology Research 

112: 2027-2036.

Anderson, S.H. First detection of Chlamydia 
psittaci from a wild native passerine bird in 
New Zealand. New Zealand Veterinary Journal 

 61:174-176.

The seroprevalence of avipoxvirus 
and its association with avian malaria 
(Plasmodium spp.) infection in introduced 
passerine birds in the southern regions of the 
North Island of New Zealand. Avian Diseases 

57:109-115.

Characterisation of 
microsatellite loci in the rifleman (Acanthisitta 
chloris,) and their predicted genome locations. 
Conservation Genetics Resources 5: 555-560.

Engaging Primary Students 
in learning about New Zealand birds: A 
socially relevant context. International Journal of 
Science Education 35: 1344-1366.

Characterization 
of MHC class II B polymorphism in 
bottlenecked New Zealand saddlebacks reveals 
low levels of genetic diversity. Immunogenetics 

65: 619-33.

Latitudinal differences 
in the breeding phenology of grey warblers 
covary with the relationship to the prevalence 
of parasitism by shining bronze-cuckoos. Emu 

113: 187-191.
The effect of colour on 

bait consumption of kea (Nestor notabilis): 
Implications for deterring birds from toxic baits. 
New Zealand Journal of Zoology 40: 137-144.

Youngest 
reported radiocarbon age of a moa (Aves: 
Dinornithiformes) dated from a natural site in 
New Zealand. Journal of the Royal Society of New 
Zealand 43:100-107.

Revilla, E. Invaders on the road: Synanthropic 
bird foraging along highways. Oecologia 
Australis  17: 86-95.

Humeral 
remodeling and soft tissue injury of the 
wings caused by backpack harnesses for radio 
transmitters in New Zealand Takahē (Porphyrio 
hochstetteri). Journal of Wildlife Diseases 49: 
552-559.

Garden Size, householder knowledge, 
and socio-economic status influence plant and 
bird diversity at the scale of individual gardens. 
Ecosystems  

With thanks to Bart Ellenbroek and Peter Gaze.
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SEWAGE POND BIRD COUNTERS 
WANTED
Small town sewage and 
wastewater treatment ponds 

and varieties of ducks I 
encounter, and then surprised 

sewage and wastewater ponds 

Ponds in Christchurch).

please get in touch.
MURRAY WILLIAMS

Email murraywilliams@paradise.net.nz

HOW DID THIS FALCON DIE?

NICK LEDGARD

PHOTO BY ROB MCMILLAN

OMARAMA SEWAGE PONDS BY NICK ALLEN

2013. Plenary sessions, symposia and 

 
poster session.

Lost 
and found: hunting the New Zealand storm 
petrel in a world centre of seabird diversity

 Classification of the 
Cormorants of the World

The biology and 
management of small bird populations

of genomics: where are we headed?

conservation

tracking

to contact the organisers at aoc2013@unitec.

ext. 7320.

AOC
2013



REVIEW
Birds of New Zealand: 
a Photographic Guide

Paul Scofield and  
Brent Stephenson

Most recently, Paul served as co-author of 
Checklist of the Birds of New Zealand
2010) and Albatross, Petrels and Shearwaters of the 
World

and could only have great results, right?

was an almost endless supply (ok, it did end, 

interesting and detailed information. Even in 

easy to follow. Initially, it introduces the 

ends with the rare vagrants (love that they 
put in the rare vagrants). In each section there 

vocalisations, separation from similar species, 

(measurements) and taxonomic notes. Colour 

and conservation status and there are wee 
maps indicating the general location of the 

information sections and not as separate plates. 

I also know that some people like pictures and 

(and they are excellent pictures), so this also 
works for me.

In fairness, I must give a two-sided review, 

enhance the overall experience, I would have 

islands. I think it would aid in understanding 
the locations that the arrows on the tiny maps 

little knowledge, a glossary may have helped 

if you drove to and watched from a single 
location.

perfect gift for anyone who is interested in 

JODI SALINSKY

Southern Bird

CUCKOO ARRIVAL 
REPORTS PLEASE

species and using them to raise their offspring for them. 

has a lot of useful photos and sounds to aid with correctly 

MICHAEL ANDERSON
LONG-TAILED CUCKOO. 
PHOTO BY MARK DELANEY.SHINING CUCKOO. PHOTO BY MARK DELANEY.
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from the northern hemisphere. Initially regarded 

least a few of each species found every year. It 

rest, usually staying for hours rather than days. 

we usually get here and, when put to the test, 

the hardest part of identifying these rare terns is 

are pale pearl grey, paler on the rump and grading 
into a pure white tail with white outer tail feathers 

THE IDENTIFICATION OF MIDDLE-SIZED TERNS 
IN NEW ZEALAND – PART ONE

feathers when newly grown that gradually wears 

on the tips and outer edges of the outer primaries, 

their parents have changed to having dark grey 

giving a darker trailing edge to the wing tip (3).

moderately sloped forehead and a crown that may 

along the top, sometimes looking slightly down 

 

and pale grey plumage on their upper surfaces. 

PHOTO  IAN SOUTHEY

PHOTO  IAN SOUTHEY

New Zealand Bird Conference 2014
This will be held in Palmerston North over Queen’s Birthday weekend 

31st May to 2nd June 2014.

Keep checking the OSNZ website www.osnz.org.nz 
for news on this event.

1

3

2

4

5
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PHOTO  IAN SOUTHEY

PHOTO  IAN SOUTHEY

PHOTO  IAN SOUTHEY

outer edge on the terminal half and a pale grey 

with the wings coverts losing their pattern 

 
centred tertials (10).

outer two pairs of tail feathers are dark grey with 

grey smudge near the ends of the tertials. Adults 

pale wings.

and even after a year they average a few percent 

smaller rounder heads than adults. (See inset above.)
Although there are other differences, two 

outermost primary feather on all of these species 

near the tip (15). On the other nine primaries on 

short distance to form a dark hook (16), enclosing 
part of the white on the inner vane. However, on 

without these hooks although the dark stripe may 

during wing moult when a feather is missing.
IAN SOUTHEY

PHOTO PHIL BATTLEY

The Society is extending the 
presentation of a free copy of the Atlas 
of Bird Distribution in New Zealand 
1999-2004 to each new member joining 
OSNZ while stocks last. In addition, all 
new members will receive a copy of the 
index to Notornis, Fifty years of bird 
study in New Zealand 1939-1989.  Pass 
the word to people who maybe haven’t 
got around to joining the Society yet that 
now is a very good time to do so. Not 
only do they obtain membership of the 
premier society for those with an interest 
in birds and ornithology in New Zealand 
and the South Paci!c but they will also 
receive these two essential books on 
New Zealand ornithology. The atlas is an 
impressive and weighty book that which 
will be a delight for anyone with even a 
small interest in New Zealand’s birds.

For details of how to join the OSNZ:

osnz.org.nz and download a 
membership form.

Secretary.

representative.

FREE ATLAS FOR
NEW MEMBERS!!!

6

7

8

9

10

12
11

13

14

15

16
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a good start, with a warm welcome for the 

the university and the community, presented 
a diverse range of interesting papers. All the 

On Sunday morning a wide range of well-

practical outdoorsy mist netting and low-tech 

saw the launch of the digital encyclopaedia of 

ample opportunities for serious ornithological 

NEW ZEALAND

BIRD
DUNEDIN 2013
CONFERENCE

PAUL CUMING, LEFT, AND 
HAMISH SPENCER AT 
OROKONUI. SPOT THE 
LOCAL–THE FORECAST 
 FOR THE DAY WAS A HIGH 
OF 8 DEGREES!  
BY CHRIS THOMPSON

WALKING ALONG THE CATLINS RIVER IN SEARCH  
OF YELLOWHEADS, BY FERGUS SUTHERLAND

discussion, gossip and scandal over lunch, 
morning and afternoon tea. Vegetarians had 
to forage carefully in order to avoid ingesting 

evidence of recruitment of younger individuals. 

unscathed, the tensest moments occurring 
when attempting to recall participants from the 

Over the weekend there was an informal 

Peat as the entertaining after dinner speaker.
Monday came, and tours whisked people to 

the Museum.

Thanks to the sponsors: DOC, Te Papa, UBS, 
SBS, Topflite and OSNZ.

SUE ODLIN, DEREK ONLEY & FERGUS SUTHERLAND

"WHEN I GROW UP I'M GOING TO BE A STUDY SKIN."
BELLBIRDS GATE-CRASHING A KAKA FEEDER AT 
OROKONUI ECOSANCTUARY. BY CHRIS THOMPSON.

SCIENTIFIC DAY

 IAN SOUTHEY RECEIVING  
RAY CLOUGH’S MERITORIOUS  
SERVICE AWARD

SUE BELL RECEIVING NORI BELL’S AT EDGAR  
JUNIOR MEMBER AWARD FROM THE PRESIDENT 

DAVID LAWIE. PHOTO BY GILLIAN VAUGHAN
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TRIBUTE TO JOHNNY

most open-minded people I ever knew.

always a pace or two faster than his thinking 

some muddy pool. I soon learned to increase 

to any trip with him.
Classic was when he was racing up the 

carrying his gear) when I soon caught up with 
him as he had tripped on a vine or Nikau leaf, 
and looking a lot worse for wear. One of the last 

charged ahead and slipped in a muddy section 

the water, not apparently caring where he 
 

chatter, meaning the chances of encountering 

makeshift hides was often so funny it was 
hard to contain laughter. I never forget one 
instance when we had set up a log hide, put 

recorded calls through his tape recorder. After 
a while we heard this distinct movement of a 
smallish animal through the litter and we got 

his excitement and stood up sharply shouting: 

we planned to look next. Such was his positive 
attitude to life and his enthusiasm.

Apparently he specialised in trying to run over 
Mynas on the side of the road while travelling 

his 80s) he drove a German tourist down from 

driving into the Auckland Airport on return the 

endearment during expeditions hunting for 

time was on that expedition into the Caples 

found not a trace of evidence of the grey ghost. 

another day or two. On the second last day I 

in the hopes that we might hear it calling at 

resonated from one side of the valley to the 

around and around soaking in the atmosphere 

attempts of searching for it.

young Carey Adams, son of Ralph Adams, the 

recorded several extraordinary calls and had 

enthusiasm, he wanted to hear our recordings 
immediately after he settled into our large tent. 

I was playing these when suddenly we heard 

and I followed him more sedately though we 

our eyes searchingly into the canopy without 
avail, looking for the creature that had made 

him dearly.
I wrote this poem some years ago meaning 

Dawn and the first song
McLeod Ganj, India, 10th September 1990

Under this steep hill
The forests bask in silence

Held in these transient times
When not a single sound

Passes to our ears.

Then from the wooded valley
In mists shafted with light
A sound so clear and pure

Sweeter than the lyre or flute
A kokako sings.

RHYS BUCKINGHAM

continued on page 14.

John Kendrick (1922-2013)
John, sound recordist, photographer, film maker, and former 
Wildlife Service officer died in June. Tributes by two ornithologists 
who worked with him follow.

JOHNNY AND MOUNT HIKURANGI.
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so pleased to see you when you fronted up in 

had seen on my last expedition. Sometimes 
you had to listen so carefully, as the speed of 
his voice was such, coupled with that infectious 
enthusiasm that you could easily miss those 

accumulated over the years.
He truly was a treasure to all his wildlife 

ornithological icon.

one of the wonders of the ornithological world, 
the departure of hundreds of thousands of 

minute walk slipping and sliding and cursing as 

His plan was to photograph this truly amazing 

cursing, and returned sometime later. However, 

on its way.

tracks running through the alpine vegetation. 

the tent some distance way and retrieved a fresh 

made at 2am that particular morning and I often 

the four of us sitting in a circle and suddenly 

in fact complete the task and the recordings are 

sturdy poles. It was a draughty place and cold 

put. He did, and after 36 hours a very wet and 

grin on his face and said “now that was a storm  

way he was going to do anything stupid in such 
storm conditions. He did get to spend his special 

photographs that later graced the walls of the 

a little wet along the way.
RON NILSSON

continued from page 13
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REGIONAL ROUNDUP
AUCKLAND

mall) there is vacant land, ultimately destined 
for development (perhaps 25 ha), that is the 

a nest with three eggs was located, the earliest 

additional six or seven pairs in the area, plus a 

25 Cattle Egrets were recorded on 13th 

recorded from the Mangere wastewater storage 

Shag colony was located in a small arm of the 

of eight active nests.
MEL GALBRAITH

BAY OF PLENTY

seen at various river mouths around the coast. 

popped up and froze at Matua Saltmarsh, 

during the same period.

during the winter in the vicinity of the 17th Ave 

two of them on 16th Ave in early August so they 

in a pecan tree in August, and at Ohauiti the same 
month. Redpolls were also seen at Ohauiti in May. 

for the weather and the awesome displays of 

Penguins and Grey-faced Petrels are laying eggs 

next time.
PAUL CUMING

TARANAKI

Cornus 
capitata

Oxidation Ponds, 40 Australasian Shovelers 

were reported at the Mokau River Mouth.

of the Henui Stream in central New Plymouth. 

three separate locations around New Plymouth 
and a Morepork was heard during the day at 

Scarce in the region 14 Pied Shags were at 
Awakino in May.

Australasian Pipits, once common along 
the coast, are now a rarity with one seen 

to 36 concentrated at Mokau.
PETER FRYER

HAWKE’S BAY

a power pole at Muddy Creek taking advantage 
of a patch of early morning sunshine on a cold 
morning. On 5th August a group of 42 were 
seen on a grass verge at Haumoana.

their usual roosting sites. Stormy conditions 

Mouth. 24 were roosting, with the remainder 

seen, which got the morning off to a good start. 

Spotted Shags were present at the sewer outfall at 
East Clive, the only site they are regularly seen in 

checking out the channel at Haumoana. Everyone 

MARGARET TWYDLE

MANAWATU

proved elusive after initial sightings. Regular 

moved homes.

to some of the older locals, who have memories 

I know of anyone who has travelled to those 

CRAIG STEED

WAIRARAPA

At the moment (mid-August), it feels and looks 
like spring in our region and this has resulted 

responding as they would in spring with many 

are appearing.
Our region, with a long and exposed coastline 

and few vehicle access points, is a haven for 
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area where a Reef Heron was sighted earlier in 

in various locations around the lake.
Many people have reported seeing a New 

have seen one close to a large apple orchard. 

One person reported a sighting of a Myna in 

In my home garden I delight in watching the 

moved to our new house, eight years ago, it was 

to eat every seed I sow and to uproot small 

Australian Magpie, Australasian Harrier, New 

course House Sparrow and Starling. I am now 

display in Orokonui during the Otago New 

PEGGY DUNCAN

WELLINGTON

the unexpected. In August, in search of 

photographed, so there is no argument over 

recorded 75% of the marsh crake seen in the 

season and once again is proving a very popular 

GEOFF DE LISLE

NELSON

17% of them migratory, the remainder native. 

there were two Eastern Curlews and a New 

of nearly 50.

from Australia, with up to 12 reported roosting 
in Mahana in May and nearly as many have 

Riwaka for several weeks.

 

in Motueka in May, a rare sighting for this time 
of year.

reports. One (Rainy Creek, Reefton, March 2007) 

 

ROBIN TOY

MARLBOROUGH

one of our group, who then phoned around to 
let others know of the sighting. Several of us 

the following day.
Another unusual sighting was six New 

and a month later there was no sign of them.

a mid-winter pot-luck dinner with shared 

later prompted another dinner evening to share 

see how the children had grown and how our 
camp has evolved.

Our last meeting was the monthly count at 

were sitting looking out at the epicentre, not 
knowing that worse was to come that evening.

DIANNE JOHN

CANTERBURY

from Auckland's Ark in the Park and turned up 

 
our area.

Heron, and was still there in early August. As 

Andrew Crossland found a group of nine 

R E G I O N A L  R O U N D U P
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R E G I O N A L  R O U N D U P

smaller, shorter and thinner necked with shorter 
wings, and Andrew wonders if Plumed Egrets 

outside the city at Glentui and the Ashley 

for onlookers, one was seen taking a pigeon in 

are also commonly seen hunting over the Avon 
River and the red zone, with its derelict homes 

 
in Christchurch.

ANN SHERLOCK

OTAGO

great deal of interest. As reported in the last 

keeping a regular watch on them every day 

themselves, with some days none showing 

easterly winds the preferred place now seems 

and circle around in response to an Australian 

 
Herons as well.

around the country this winter, with the 

several mollymawks and giant petrels. Some 

have stayed in Otago this winter (only four 
were present last winter for the count) instead 

wader count revealed a continuing decline in 

other regions are also doing this.
MARY THOMPSON

SOUTHLAND

to get a glimpse of it. As the photographer 

the front page of the paper in glorious colour.
Pete McClelland spotted an Australasian 

in this area. Sadly Pete has now moved from 

counts and other activities.

already manage to survive there, as well as 

came over from Stewart Island.

Golden Plover near Cow Island that was still 

Plovers are rare in Southland.
PHIL RHODES

of the whole spectrum of people 

and amateur ornithologists to 
professional ornithologists, so you 

interest to you.

issue of this magazine Southern Bird, 

Notornis, the 

The State of New Zealand’s Birds, reporting on 
the status of a group of species or those species 

Atlas of Bird Distribution is currently provided 

offshore islands in its 533 pages.

In addition to reading material and, with time, 

ornithology and learning practical skills 

also encouraged to provide data to the 

data provide information on which research 

relevant to decision-making processes on the 

form you should take one of three actions:

JOINING THE ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY
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This feature contains news of sightings that have 
not received official acceptance by the Records 
Appraisal Committee of the OSNZ. Period covered: 
1st December 2012 to 31st August 2013

Okarito Brown Kiwi 

in their native Okarito area, and the pair that was 
successful did so after swapping mates.

A team ventured out south from Noumea 

New Caledonian Storm Petrel on each of the 

attempts to catch an individual with a net gun 

42 Yellow-eyed Penguins were found dead 

North Island produced a record 229 Blue Duck 

Shore 
Plover

cause is not yet known.
Arctic Terns

Antarctica via Australia and, in one case, New 
 

Ardea.
None of the North Island Kokako 

comes from their natural range in the North 

was found 31 km away in a garden in Glendowie 
on the other side of Auckland City in early May. 

to that area.
North Island Saddlebacks were returned 

2012 were reported to have produced many 

SHORT REPORTS

Plumed Whistling-
ducks

farmer of the land where they were present 

Cape Barren Geese were 

Chestnut-breasted Shelduck was 

wandering Brown Teal were reported from 

Australian 
White-eyed Duck

A Snares Crested Penguin was found moulting 

Other wayward penguins were an Erect-crested 
Penguin

Royal Penguin

into care and died a few days later. A very lost 
Red-tailed Tropicbird

Australian Pelicans

in the northern part of the North Island. In 

few days later.
A Brown Booby

Another was found in the unlikely spot of 

Lesser Frigatebird was reported from 
the Avon-Heathcote Estuary, Christchurch in 
early March.

a continuing presence of herons that seem to 

such as hunting and roosting together and 

approaching. Little Egrets were often in consort 

on the Avon-Heathcote Estuary, Christchurch 

seen simultaneously in the Selwyn Huts area 

the lower North Island one was on the eastern 

Plumed Egrets on 

Pacific Heron was photographed 

Southland in late May.
In contrast to the egrets Glossy Ibises have 

and one was at the Manawatu River Mouth 

Black Kite
permanent feature for many years near 

Black Falcons were reported from 

Nankeen Kestrel

period). A crane

Great Knot
Sanderlings

long-staying Black-tailed Godwit was present 
off and on throughout the period at Miranda. 

Wandering Tattler Grey-
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AUSTRALIAN PELICANS AT THE WAIPU ESTUARY BY SIOUX PLOWMAN

FRANKLIN’S GULL NEAR TUAMARINA 
BY WILL PARSONS

GREENSHANK AT THE 
MANAWATU RIVER MOUTH 
BY PHIL BATTLEY

LITTLE EGRET AT LAKE HOROWHENUA BY CRAIG STEED

tailed Tattler

Common Sandpiper 
Common Greenshanks were seen on 

a Marsh Sandpiper

Terek 
Sandpiper

A Greater Sand Plover

Shore Plovers mentioned in 

at the Peacock Springs (Christchurch) captive 

A South Polar Skua was reported from 
Pomarine Skuas were 

far, a Franklin’s Gull was on farmland near 

to the last two fairly long-stayers.
Marsh terns reported comprised a Whiskered 

Tern
White-winged Black Terns at the Manawatu 

Gull-billed Terns

Elsewhere a singleton was at Motueka Sandspit 

Common Tern was 

Crested Pigeons 
were reported from Ngaiotonga (Northland) 

Barn Owls 
almost certainly stayed throughout the period, 
though were only reported once. A very off-
course Laughing Kookaburra was seen in the 

Satin 
Flycatcher in Mount Roskill, Auckland on 

Tree Martin

SOURCES

newsletter, Sanctuary Mountain Maungatautari 

regional roundups.

 
Please send your photo of a reportable rare bird to the Southern Bird email address  
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