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probably suffer less predation than those in farmland, where they generally 
nest with several other species in small isolated patches of vegetation. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
We thank Rod MacIntyre for allowing us to work on his farm, Phil 

Moors of the Wildlife Service for identifying the mustelid hairs, and our 
colleagues at Ecology Division for commenting helpfully on the manuscript. 

LITERATURE CITED 
ATKINSON, I. A. E. 1973. Spread of the ship rat (Ruttur r. rarrur L.) in New Zealand. J. Roy. Soc. NZ. 3: 

457472. 
BELL, B. D. 1978. The Big South Cape Islands rat irruption. In Dingwall, P. R.; Atkinson, I. A. E.; Hay, C. 

(eds). The ecology and control of mdeots In New Zealand Nature Reserves. Dept Lands & Survey Information 
Series No. 4. Pages 33-40. 

FALLA, R: A,; SIBSON, R. B.; TURBOTT, E. G. 1979. The new guide to the buds of New Zealand. Auckland: 
Collms. 

MacMILLAN, B. W. H. 1981. Fwd of House Sparrows and Greenfinches in a mixed farming district, Hawke's 
Bay, New Zealand. NZ J. Zwl. 8: 93-104. 

MacMILLAN, B. W. H. 1985. Breeding of Greenfinches in Hawke's Bay, New Zealand. h'otornis, this issue. 
MOORS, P. 1. 1978. Methods for studying predators and their effects on forest birds. In Dingwall, P. R.; Atkinson, 

I. A. E.; Hay, C. (eds). The ecology and control of mdents in New Zealand Nature Resewes. Dept Lands 
& Survey Inf. Ser. 4. Pages 47-56. 

MOORS, P. J. 1983. Predation by mustelids and rodents on the eggs and chicks of native and introduced birds 
in Kowhai Bush, New Zealand. Ibis 125: 137-154. 

MONK, J. F. 1954. The breeding biology of the Grccnfioch. Bird Study 1: 2-14. 
NEWrJC'TON, 1. 1972. Finches. London: Collins. 
OLIVER, W. R. B. 1955. New Zealand birds. Wellington: A. H. & A. W. Reed. 

J. A. McLENNAN and B. W. H. MacMILLAN, Ecology Division,Deparrment 
of Scientific and Industrial Research, Goddards Lane, Havelock North. 

SHORT NOTE 

Hutton's descriptive catalogue of New Zealand birds (1871) 

Since I published (Nocornis 30: 7-14) letters by Hutton and Buller 
documenting the latter's irritation at the publication of Hutton's Catalogue 
just before the appearance of his own History of New Zealand Birds (1872- 
73), I have come across a letter from Dr James Hector to the Colonial Secretary, 
in the National Museum letter book, dated 3 August 1871. 

Hector forwards "a descriptive catalogue of the native and introduced 
birds of New Zealand which has been drawn up by Captn. Hutton in compliance 
with my instructions. As it forms a report on the Collection recently purchased 
for the Colony from Mr Buller and embodies in a form available for general 
use the chief advantage by that purchase, together with all the other information 
that can be obtained on the sujbect, I beg to recommend that it should be 
printed for distribution". 

This clearly confirms that Hector was responsible for publishing the 
catalogue in the form in which it appeared, despite Buller's suggestion that 
he was absent overseas during its production and the omission of his name 
as Director from the title page. 
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