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During my involvement in a bird survey of Nelson Lakes National Park (Butler, 
in prep.) the 43 parakeets identified to species were all Yellow-crowned, as 
were the five others seen to date in Big Bush. This was the only species observed 
at M t  Misery, Lake Rotoroa, during ten recent ycars of bird surveys by DSIR 
Ecology Division, Nelson. The  one known recent sighting of a Red-crowned 
Parakeet in the region was made by the author in beech forest on the east 
side of the St Arnaud Range in the Cpper Wairau, Marlborough, on 18 
September 1985, a single bird accompanied by two Yellow-crowned Parakeets. 

It is considered that Red-crowned Parakeets now occur in such low 
numbers in the Nelson region (note: littlc information available for North- 
west Nelson Forest Park) that some interbreeding with Yellow-crowned 
Parakeets is a likely consequence. A significant purc-brcd population of Red- 
crowned Parakeets has yet to he found here. 

I am grateful to Rowley Taylor tor h ~ \  comments on tlu\ note. 

H l 1 1  I. ,  I' (:, (;ALl,., I' 1 1 ,  R O N l ~ K ' I ' \ O N ,  (. 1 I< I W i  l l x  .Atld\ ut 1411~1  I ) ~ \ ~ ! z h u ~ t c m  m S c w  /calanJ XO 
pp Wclllnpron OSNL 

l.A'iI.OR, K H I975 Scmx d c a \  o n  \ ~ C L L H N I I I  11) hk.u Lc.3I.ml l u r ~ k c c [ \  S u r w n ~ \  L 2 1 2  8 110 121 
. l A Y l  O R ,  R 11. 1985 Stdu,,  h a h ~ r ,  a d  c o n ~ ~ n ~ ~ w ~ ~  of ( ' ~ , 2 j t , j 2 , 1 3 , 3 p / , > < 3  , U ~ ~ ~ L , L I \  hn O w  hen / c , h ~ d  rcgmr~ 1(,131' 

'li.chn>cal P u h l ~ . r u o n  No 4 1Y5-211 
V1:I l'(:H, (: K 1 Y i Y  Parakcrr hyhrldl \ar ion Su to rn i \  26 "Ji 

Second record of a Manx Shearwater in New Zealand 
On 25 January 1985, Mrs H.  A .  ' h inyson  ti)und a decaying medium- 

sized shearwater on Waikanae Beach, Wellington west coast, after several days 
of strong northwesterly winds. 'l'his bird was later icientificd as a Manx 
Shearwater (I'ujjinus p. pujjinus). Comparisons wirh skins in the National 
Museum confirmed the identification (J A. Bartlt., M. J .  Imber, A. J .  D. 
Tennyson). 

Description 
Many feathers from the head, neck and inner wing were missing. 

Otherwise the plumage was fairly completc. 

Heud und body: Forehead, back, scapulars, rump and remaining crown, nape 
and hindneck feathers sooty brown. Breast, belly, flank and remaining throat 
feathers white. 

 wing.^: Upperwing coverts, secondaries and primarica awry brown. Inner vanes 
of primary undersurfaces somewhat silvery. ITnderwing coverts white, except 
for the conspicuous dark feathering along the leadmg edge, wide\t at the elbow 
region and poorly developed past the ca~pal jolnt. Some dark ciusting of the 
greater-underwing-coven tips. I.ong axillarks white with pointed tips, 
terminally black for 2 cm, nearly reaching the trailing cdge of the wing. Shorter 
axillaries white with black tips. 

Tuil: Upper tail-coverts and tail feathers sooty brown. Exposed under tail- 
coverts mostly with black on outer vane, some with a dusting on the inner. 
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Kinsky 81 Fowler (1973) suggested that Manx Shearwaters may associate 
with flocks of Fluttering Shearwaters (P. gavia) while in New Zealand waters. 
From 1985 Beach Patrol Cards so far received (R. G.  Powlesland, pers. comm.) 
there is no evidence of any unusual seabird species being off the Wellington 
west coast at the time this specimen was found. However, low numbers of 
at least six shearwater species were found. including Fluttering Shearwaters. 

Manx Shearwaters closely resemble Flutterirg Shcarwaters and Hutton's 
Shearwaters (I1. hrror t i ) ,  an3  New Zealand beach specimens may easily he 
confused. A useful table for distinguishing betwccn thesc species is prcsented 
by Kinsky & Fowler (197'3). Features most helpful in distinguishing this 
specimen from Fluttering and Hutton's Shearwaters were 
(a) Relatively white underwing, 
(b) Extensively black-tipped white axillaries, 
(c) Exposed under tail-coverts with lateral black bars, and 
(d) Longer wing and tail measurements. 

The record has been accepted by the O S K Z  Rare Birds (:ommitree, 
with whom a report and photographs are filed. I am grateful to J .  A .  Bartle, 
J.  F. M .  Fennell, M. J. Imber, R. L. I'aln~a, It. C;. I'owlcsland and J .  Warhani 
for their help and encouragement, and to I .  A .  Kartlc for his comments on 
and modifications to this note. 
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Occurrence of disease in Tui 
During a study on the behaviour of colour-banded l'ui (l'ro.s~h~waderi( 

no~ueseelandiue) on Auckland's North Shore during 1984 a number of 
unexplained Tui deaths occurred. In July and August 1984 two banded Tui 
were found dead below trees where they had becn feeding. Ko obvious cause 
for death could be found in hirds of otherwise good condition ((hlwyn Smith, 
veterinary surgeon). At the end of November, a Tui rescued from a cat in 
Beachhaven, Auckland, was found to be suffering from some disease, the 
symptom being inability to perch firmly, reluctance ro fly, and wing s h a i n g ,  
head flicking and, later, clouding of the eyes. 1;our more cat-killed banded 
Tui wcre reported between August and November 1984, one froni the 
Whangaparoa Peninsula and three in Rirkenhead, Auckland. 

During the same period two Tui wwcre found unable to fly by the rlinger 
on Little Barrier Island. One of these later died, and one seemed to recover 
and was released. 

Further reports of similar symptoms and deaths came in from Birkdale, 
Coatesville, Whenuapai, Titirangi, Hillsborough and Remuera, all within 30 km 
of Auckland. In  three of these instances the Tui, which was feeding, suddenly 
dropped to the ground and then convulsrd or appeared partly paralysed. The  
symptoms common in sick birds were inability to fly or perch followed by 


