
REVIEWS 

Check-li\t of North American birds: The species of birds of North 
America f r o ~ n  thc Arctic through I'analna, including the West 111d11es 
and Hawaiian I&nd\, prtparcd b\  thc ( ' o m r n ~ r ~ i ~  on ( ldsb~ficat~o~l m d  
?on~cncIaturc of thc A I I I L I I L ~ ~  Orn~ thu log~ \ r j '  I ' n ~ o n  S ~ x t h  e d ~ t ~ o n ,  1933 
Pub1 41ncr1c,~n Orn1tholop\t5' I ' n~on  877 pages 

'l'hc ~>utcome is a 111ghly u\ahle and reaso~lahly compact 87'1-page sin:le 
volume, ~x i th  ~,\c.cllent ~md-paper map\; it providch, incidentally, a rnodel for 
an \  i h r . ~  !ili\t i l l  ~ ~ r - a ~ : ~ i ~ a l  laj.our anti clear typograph!.. Fossil records are 11ot 
~ I I L  ludcd a\.ailablc f i ~ r  Korth Amcr~ca in Pierce Urodkorb's CL~~iIogiit~ 0fE~lrsi1 
l{rrd.\, I9h?-78, Iiull. b'lorida State M u ~ c u m ) .  Species cntriei arc not number,:d, 
hi11 a 11,t of ":i.0.1~. N U I I I ~ I C I ~ ' '  is gi~'cr1 at the end of'the \,olurne. 

'l'hc cr~tcr ia  for ~nclusion arc clearly \ ta tc~i  in the preface: the nl,iin 
hod) of t h t  \ ~ v r h  comprixs  specie\ ibr w h ~ c h  there is a published record 
ofoccur rcme \ \ i t t l~n  rhe ( h e c k - l ~ s t  arca , u p  to 31 Lkceniber 1981 j. L'npubliated 
r c ~ ~ o r d s  IICLI. 11) the area hri~t.  been ini~ludeci if '  the Chrnntittee was ablt to 
\cri t \   hem (11 i \  i ~~ tc re \ t i ng  to note that "much of the Jistrilsutional d m  
for \pc.c~c\ a h u x  oiiurrcrlcc 111 the (:heck-lis~ area is well docu~nentcd is 
hbcci I)II \ ~ g h l  r c ~ o d \ " .  j I'hcrc arc foul appcnd~ces: 
I .  Spciii.\ rccurdc~l in the ( :hc~.k-  list arca onls on tht. basis of observation; 
2. Spec~c \  110 longer ac .ce~~tc~1 in thc I I I ~ I I I  rest (mainly rejected as crroncou?j; 
3 .  1-or111.. o!Jo~~blful idcnrir) or of11yb11d origin that have hccn given a forrnal 

\ ~ ' l ~ l l l l f ~ ~  I l ~ l l I ~ ;  J I I L ~  

1. l)clils~:rarelv introduccci \pc:~.~c\ or- exaped  captives not ,atisfacrorily 
d c ~ n o ~ i \ r t a r c ~ l  ro havc become cbtal)li\hed. 
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'J'he contrast with thc size of the avifaur~a involved in the preparation 
of our o u n  f'nrtlicoming revised chcckll\t ; undr r  300 spccicsj is ohvions -- 

it is to be hoped that v,e can safkly spread our\elve\ to suhspccies without 
the fear, as was the case with the A.0.I:.  checklist. that "it' [the (:ommittcc] 
had emulated previous committees hy cvaluatir~g critically all of the rie\cribcd 
subspecies within the (:heck-list arca, thcrc ivc)r~ld he Iittlc hope of p~rhli\hing 
the work before the 21\t Ccnturv"' 

' fhc  entrim in the Sor t l i  hrnericarl ~hcckl i \ t  arc h;isicaliy the \amc 
as will he provided in the rclri\ed New Zcalantl chcckli\r: \ c ~ c n t ~ f i c  namr, 
prckrrcd English nanw ( a n d  whrrc applicable ,Maori), original ~ i t a t ~ o n  and 
type locality. a gcr~cral \urnmar!- of ocr~~klieci, the gcograrrhical 
di\trihution, and, whcrc necc\sarv, cote\ on relevant ma~tcr5  not covcrcci by 
the foregoing. The  New Zcalantl ~.heckli\t, h o w c ~ c r ,  \?.ill tlilli:r in ha t~ r lg  no 
formal "habitat" paragraph, habitat and d~rtrihutional inrormatioti hcing 
combined in a \inglc general paragraph FIahitat inl'nrmation i \  nc.ccs\arily 
on the broaticsr line\ in the North American chcckli\t, uhcrc a wide range 
of highly diverse habitats is in\olveci, whcrca\ in N ~ M  Zcalanil, whcrc there 
was less divenity in the original hahita~s,  more c ~ n p h a s ~ \  is required  or^ liahitat 
changes (especially in the forest cover). An attempt is hcing made in the New 
Zcaland checklist to intlicate change? in status due to man's moclification of 
the environment. In addition, the rcviscd NCM. Zcaland c:hcckli\l will incorporate 
- listcci in the main body of the text in systernat~c wqucncc - \uhfi)\\il 
(and the few fwsil) forms and will includc information o n  \uhl.os\il i i i ~ r r i h u ~ i o ~ ~  
from rccent palaeontological and archacnlogcal research. 

.lh conclu~le this rcviea, wrnc cxccrpr\ from thc !\.O.l'. (:ornirlittcc's 
Preface w i l l  scrvc to  eniphasiw thc hackgrounii and  prol)lcm\ irlhcrent rn the 
prcparaticm of anv biological chcckli\t. "'l'hc cnnr in~~ous  tlow of new ~nforrnation 
on avian rclatinnship anci di\trihution rentlcv any chc:cklr\t in\tantlv oh\olctc 
in at least some respects, and the need for revision and adtlition ~ncv~ tah ly  
incwascs through time . . . the (;ummittce feel.; a 5pccial rc\pon\ibilirv to 
avoid introducing s~vccping changes in tasono~nic  concept\ that \voulci 
drastically affect thc form and content ot the l i \ t  u n h \  such propcwd clrangcs 
have hecn adequately debated and \vidcly acccprcd on  rhc h:i\i\ o f  puhli\hcd 
evidcnce . . . (under "Highcr (kcgor ics" ,  our  intcrprctation of the original 
chargc thzt the (;heck-li\t sho:rl~i represent '21 ~ , l ;~\\ if ication a\ wcll a\ a 
nomcnc la t~~re  of the h i d \ '  i \  thar i t  \houlci con\titutc both a wolkablc anci 
a working hypothcsi\ of  avian sy\tcmatic\ . . . \Ye \visli to have our 
cla\sification rcgardc~l and ct.aluated a \  a working hyporhc5i\ - a set o l ' p t m p ~ a l s  
to bc challenged and vigorou\ly te\tcd, then supported, modified, or reicctcd 
and replaced, all to the ultimate aclvanccment of ornithological k~iowledgc." 

Finally, all checklist users ianii compiler\! i \ho~11~! ncm wcll the . 'hanncrn 
across the A . O . L .  checklist title page: "Zoological nomcnclarurc i \  a means, 
not an end, to Zoological Science". 


