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SHORT NOTE

Unusual waterfowl behaviour

On 6 July 1986 I visited the Matata Lagoons, arriving about 10.30 a.m. The
weather was cold and wet with a south-westerly wind blowing. On scanning
the lagoon opposite the Matata Hotel I saw two dense, round groups of birds,
about 70 m apart, well out in the open water. Each group, about 15 m in
diameter, was composed of ¢.100 ducks of two species — New Zealand
Shoveler (Anas rhynchotis) c.65% and New Zealand Scaup (Aythya
novaeseelandiae) ¢.35%. In general, the shoveler formed the dense centre
of each group, swimming in circles and surface feeding, while the scaup
formed the perimeter, diving about, and under, the group. The sexes of
both species appeared to be equally well represented. There were numerous
other members of both species scattered around the lagoon but none of them
seemed to take any interest in the two dense groups, which seemed to be
involved in a feeding frenzy.

When I left Matata at 11 a.m. both groups were still in much the same
position and still actively feeding. I returned briefly at about 2 p.m. to find
the groups still present and active, though their positions had altered a little.
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