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Held as a virtual event the 11th Australasian Ornithological Conference was a fun an 
engaging experience running from 8 – 10 February 2022 organised by the University of 
Auckland. The advantage of a virtual conference is that you do not have to miss any talks, 
which is fantastic given that there were over a hundred 10-minute talks and five keynote 
sessions. The virtual platform allowed access to all the presentations until 31 March, 
meaning that you could continue to catch up on the talks you missed over the next couple 
of months. 
 
The notable downside to any virtual conference is the ability to meet other like-minded 
people and network. However, the organisers of AOC did a fabulous job of mitigating this. 
At the end of each day there was an opportunity to virtually meet other AOC delegates, 
through a quiz at the end of the first day, a 4x4 networking session at the end of the second 
day, and similarly a social session at the end of the conference where you were connected 
in random groups of six for ten minutes. I enjoyed hearing from other AOC delegates about 
their research and it because of the virtual set up, it provided an opportunity to go back and 
watch their talk if you had missed it.  
 
My presentation (Phylogeography, taxonomic status and the effect of human colonisation 
on the genetic structure of the pied shag, Phalacrocorax varius) was in the second seabird 
symposium and focussed on my honours research I conducted at the University of Otago 
under the supervision of Dr Nic Rawlence. My presentation covered my three research 
objectives; identifying the genetic differentiation between pied shag sub-species, identifying 
if the New Zealand population has undergone a population bottleneck, and identifying if the 
New Zealand population demonstrates geographic genetic structuring. For those interested, 
I will be giving an extended presentation on this work at the Birds New Zealand Auckland 
branch meeting on Tuesday 4 October. Alternatively, please contact me and I can send you 
my AOC video file. The seabird symposium housed several very interesting presentations, 
one of my personal favourites was Colin Miskelly’s presentation (translocated petrels return 
to ancestral feeding grounds). Colin presented research focussed on tracking of translocated 
common diving petrels (Pelecanoides urinatrix) which found that as adults translocated 
petrels were travelling to ancestral feeding grounds (c. 55km further away). Although 
translocated petrels were able to successfully rear young, Colin’s research highlighted that 
there are much higher energetic costs, which may be insurmountable when source sites and 
restoration sites are widely separated.  
 
The conference also included a poster session, with delegates giving a quick introduction to 
their poster. The range and diversity of posters was great, from genetic aspects of avian 
biology to sensory ecology in avian biology. A personal favourite (and ABSA poster award 
winner) was Kamya Patel’s poster on plastic ingestion in seabirds from a sensory ecology 
approach. The poster introduced Kamya’s upcoming master’s project (the effect of sensory 



ecology on seabird plastic ingestion – focussing on shags, gannets, and albatrosses), 
hopefully we will see the results from her research in the near future! 
 
Overall, the virtual AOC experience was great! A special thanks to Birds New Zealand for 
providing me with the opportunity to attend and present at AOC. A very special occasion as 
this was my first presentation at a scientific conference, hopefully the first of many! 
 
Ngā mihi nui, 
Michael Fox 
 

 
 
Figure 1: Michael Fox’s presentation; Phylogeography, taxonomic status and the effect of 
human colonisation on the genetic structure of the pied shag, Phalacrocorax varius 
 

 
Figure 2: Kamya Patel’s poster, winner of the ABSA poster award. 


