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SHORT NOTE

SWALLOWS AT SEA AND ESTABLISHED ON THE
KERMADEC ISLANDS

Welcome Swallows have been reported at sea to the north-east
{Jenkins 1978), the north-west (Lovegrove 1978), and the west (Syms
1978) of mainland New Zesaland. In a recent trip from Auckland
t¢ Racul Island, we saw Welcome Swallows out to sea and on the
Kermadecs.

On 16 March 1984 at 0812 h one Welcome Swallow briefly
circled our yacht and then disappeared. Our position was 179°15°E
32°20°S, which is about 47¢ km NNE of Great Barrier Island and
200 km SSW of L’Esperance Rock. Later the same day at 1430 a
pair of Weélcome Swallows flew close to the yacht and stayed with us
for minutes. We were then 160 km SW of L’Esperance Rock. All
were flying strongly. Our route took us between Curtis and Cheeseman
Islands in broad daylight, but no more swallows were seen till we
were ashore on Racul Island.

On Raoul, swallows were seen daily feeding over the paddocks
near the Meteorological Station. The greatest number seen foraging
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together was 8. One was feeding over the crater lakes on one of
three visits there, but none was seen on other parts of the island.

On the return journey on the freighter Vili, the only Welcome
Swallow seen at sea was encountered soon after sighting Great Barrier
Island (about 50 km from land}. This swallow landed on the ship
and allowed 'us to approach to within a few metres.

The number of swallows on Raoul Island suggests that they
are now firmly established in the Kermadecs. This is a further
extension of their increasing range (Claridge 1983). It is possible
that- the birds seen SE of L’Esperance Rock were from the rock
although the distance was great and if swallows were feeding at
sea around all the islands, we should have encountered them around
Curtis or Raoul Islands. Furthermore, the first sighting early in the
morning suggests at least that swallows had been at sea all night.

Swallows must disperse over sea, and events of the previous
day suggest that the movements of the swallows to sea may have
been involuntary. For the day before the sightings, we encountered
large rumbers of insects at sea, the four predominant species being
common blue butterflies (Zizira otis), a dark winged moth, a dragonfly
and an unknown hymenopteran. None of these were seen the same
day as the swallows, however. The weather before these sightings
had been relatively calm and stable, and we had sailed in NW winds
of 5-20 knots. Subsequent weather was affected by cyclone Cyril.
The origin of the swallows at sea remains in doubt but further
expeditions to this area may be able to confirm the presence of
swallows in the southern Kermadec Islands and whether they do
forage out to sea.

Financial assistance for this expedition was provided by the
Auckland University Research Committee and the amateur radio mem-
bers of the group arranged yacht transport one way.
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Welcome Swallows are seen regularly on Norfolk Island in winter
months (QO. Evans, pers. comm.), presumably from New Zealand. Few
are recorded in summer, and breeding has not been confirmed — (Schodde
et al. 1983, A review of Norfolk Island birds: past and present, Aust.
NPWS)} — Ed.



