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SHORT NOTE

PREDATION OF GOLDFINCH BY NEW ZEALAND KINGFISHER

The predation of an adult male Goldfinch (Carduelis carduelis)
by a New Zealand Kingfisher (Heaicyon sancta) was observed on
24 July 1981 at Pukepuke Wildlife Management Reserve.

The Kingfisher was perched on a cabbage tree overlooking a
patch of beggar’s ticks (Bidens frondosa), where a small flock of
Goldfinches was feeding. At my approach, the finches took flight,
and at the same instant the Kingfisher swooped down and caught a
male in. flight. Death was almost instantaneous with the Goldfinch
struggling and squealing for about two seconds before going limp.
The Kingfisher took its prey back to the cabbage tree, where it re-
positioned it in its bill and then flew out of sight.

From the position of the Kingfisher’s perch over the feeding
finches, it was almost certainly watching them, waiting for an oppor-
tunity to take one.
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