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data from Johnstone (1977) indicate that the other species recorded 
now occur as occasional stragglers. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
I. J. Skira and H. D. Burton assisted in obtaining and processing 

data collected to March 1975, P. J. Ormay, N. P. Brothers, R. J. Tomkins 
and Dr G. W. Johnstone contributed the data of the 1975-76 summer, 
and Drs P. J.  Fullagar and G. F. van Tets identified the remains of 
petrels collected during the 1975-76 summer. Dr G. W. Johnstone 
criticised a draft of the paper. 

LITERATURE CITED 

CAMPBELL, A. J. 1900 Nests and eggs of Australian birds. Melbourne: Wren Edit ion 1974. 
CARRICK, R. 1956. The wi ld l i fe  of Macquarie Island. Aust. Mus. Mag. 12: 255.60. 
CUMPSTON, J. S. 1968. Macqllarie Island. ANARE Sci. Rep. Al. Pub. No. 93. 
DEBENHAM, F. (Ed.) 1945. The voyage of Captain Bellingshausen t o  the Antarctic seas, 

1819-1821. Vol. 2. London: Hakluyt Society. 
FALLA, R. A. 1937. Birds. BANZARE Rep. Ser. 8 .  Vol. 2. 
HAMILTON, A. 1894. Notes cn  a visit to Macquarie Island. Trans. NZ Inst. 27: 559-79. 
JOHNSTONE, G. W. 1977. Comparative feeding ecology of the Giant Petrels Macronectes 

giganteus (Gmelin) and M. hal l i  (Mathews). In: Llaus, G. A. (Ed.) Adaptations w i th in  
Antarctic Ecosystem;. Pp. 647-68. Houston: Gulf Publishing Co. 

JONES, E. 1977. Ecqloqy of the feral cat, Felis catus (L.), (Carnivora: Felidae) on Macquarie 
Island. Aust. Wi ld l .  Res. 4. 249-62. 

JONES, E.; SKIRA, I. J. 1979. Breeding distribution of the Great Skua at Macquarie lsland 
i n  relation to numbers of rabbits. Emu 79: 19-23. 

KEITH, K.; HINES, M.  P. 1958. New and rare species o f  birds at Macquarie lsland during 
1956 and 1957. CSlRO Wi ld l .  Res. 3: 50-53. 

LAW, P. G.; BURSTALL, T. 1956. Macquarie Island. ANHRE Interim Rep. No. 14, Pub. No. 29. 
MERILEES, W. 1971. Bird observations - Macquarie lsland 1967. Notornis 18: 55-57. 
MURPHY, R. C.; HARPER, F. 1921. A review of the Diving-petrels. Bull. Amer. Mus. Nat. 

Hist. 44: 495-554. 
SCOV, J. H. 1882. Macquarie Island. Trans. NZ Inst. 15: 484-93. 
WARHAM, J. 1967. The White-headed Petrel Pterodroma lessoni at Macquarie Island. 

Emu 76: 1-22. 
WARHAM, J. 1969. Notes on some Macquarie lsland birds. Notornis 16: 190-97. 

EVAN JONES, Antarctic Division, Department of Science and the 
Environment, 568 St Kilda Road, Melbourne, Victoria 3004. 
Present address: Keith Turnbull Research Institute, c / o  Dept of 
Agriculture, P.O. Box 125, Bendigo, Victoria 3550. 

-*- 
SHORT NOTE 

DO OYSTERCATCHERS HAVE A COLOUR BAR? 
About three years ago, on Surat Beach, near Pounawea, South 

Otago, Mr Les Lockerbie noticed a group of 20-30 South Island Pied 
Oystercatchers (Haematopus ostralegus finschi) that had formed a 
circle around one of their number, an albino. The normally coloured 
birds screeched and squawked, and jumped up and down in a very 
excited manner. Then they flew off down the beach, leaving the albino 
to follow. When it reached them, the ring was again formed around 
it, and the excited behaviour was repeated. Then the birds flew up 
the beach with the albino again following, and the ring was formed 
for a third time and the squawking and jumping repeated. The albino 
was not molested physically. (Reported by Mr Lockerbie, 27 October 
1979). 
R. J. SCARLETT, Canterbury Museum, Christchurch. 


