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SHORT NOTE 

SPINE-TAILED SWIFTS IN SOUTH OTAGO 

At 11 a.m. NZDST on 16 February 1979, at Tautuku Lodge, 
South-east Otago, about 30 km south of Owaka on Highway 92, 1 
noticed a Spine-tailed Swift (Chaeturu caudacuta) and pointed it out 
to my companions Roger McElwain, Geoff Patterson, Paul Wright and 
Tony Harris. Closer observation revealed the presence of six birds, 
and over the next 15 minutes this increased in steps through 9 and 12 
to 13. Five minutes later, at 11.20 am., a large flock appeared over 
the bush to the west, bringing the total riumber to at least 60. 

The weather was overcast with light rain. The birds were flying 
fairly high over the bush (which in this area is podocarp-hardwood 
forest) with a rapid bat-like flight, interspersed with brief glides. They 
had long swept-back pointed wings and square tails. They were com- 
pletely dark with under the tail a patch of white that was not easy 
to see. No white was noticed under the chin but could easily have 
been missed in the light conditions. 

We last saw 25 of them flying over the Fleming River valley 
while we were looking for Fernbirds. We then left the area for the 
Tautuku Estuary. 
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