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COMMON SANDPIPER IN SOUTH ISLAND

While carrying out Spartina control work on the Whanganui
Inlet (North-west Nelson) on 12 March 1981, a Wildlife Service party
of six returning down the Wairoa River flushed a small wader from the
water’s edge. It had an undulating jerky flight but was too distant
for us to get any other details. The stream was a narrow channel
with mudflat on each side but not more than 50 metres from bush
edge to bush edge. We followed the bird downstream and saw it
better. It was definitely a sandpiper with tilting pose but noticeably
smaller than a tattler. It was smooth greyish brown above and white
below. It flew off again but the only distinctive markings seen were
two prominent white patches either side of the rump. The following
_ day the bird was seen again and this time it circled against the bush
background and exposed its prominent white wing bands confirming
our initial identification of Common Sandpiper (Tringa hypoleucos).

The bird’s use of a confined habitat rather than the open mud-
flats is characteristic of the species. It went behind rocks on the bush
edge and even walked under and through the branches of a stranded
tree. This species has been recorded several times from the North
Island but this seems to be the first record for the South Island.
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