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NELSON BRANCH BIRDS NZ. NEWSLETTER ISSUE 7. April/May 2023 

9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ƴƻǘŜ 

Well, this is a big and slightly chaotic newsletter. -22 pages, reflecting diverse birding 

interests, lots happening and plenty of opportunities to get involved. Thanks heaps to all 

contributors.  

Having viewed a couple of recent newsletters from other regions, I have been feeling a bit of 

ΨƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǎƘŀƳŜΩ (-presentation definitely not content) and so I invested in a copy of 

Microsoft Publisher. Full of bravado I promised at the April meeting that this edition would 

be a slick and glossy production, possibly rivalling Vanity Fair. Obviously, ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ 

happened. The problem is that Publisher has too many choices and I have little eye for 

design and layout. So please- if there is someone out there who could navigate me through 

using this program and help get a basic framework for the newsletter, I would love an hour 

or so of your time. If it helps-my wife makes a very good flat white-- 

SUMMARY OF LAST MEETINGS ς There are three this time as the March meeting 

just escaped the Feb /March newsletter--- Attendance at all 3 has continued to be high. 

March 7th 

¶ Paul Fisher gave an update on the fernbirds project. There is some concern around 

the impact of last ȅŜŀǊΩǎ floods on the population. 

¶ Paul G and Rebecca Bowater reported of trip to Motueka Spit with videos and 

photos. {ŜŜ ΨaƻǘǳŜƪŀ ǎŀƴŘǎǇƛǘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎΩ below. 

¶ Paul G gave a report from the Regional Reps Meeting held on the 26th Feb. 

¶ There was some general discussion and reports of recent sightings 

¶  And then -The AGM, which was short and remarkably painless with the 

appointment of the following persons: 

Regional Rep              - Paul Griffiths  pgmedia2@gmail.com)  

Treasurer                    - Paul Fisher wildlands.nelson@gmail.com 

Committee Member 1 - David Melville david.melville@xtra.co.nz 

Committee Member 2 - Kathryn Richards kathrynjeanrichards@gmail.com 

Committee Member 3 - Sharen Graham grahamsharen@gmail.com) 

Newsletter Editor        - Paul Bennett  thebraveryofbeingoutofrange@gmail.com 
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April 3rd 

¶ Kevin Parker, wildlife and reintroduction specialist, gave an excellent talk on the 

history, management and translocation of the Chatham Island robin/karure/kakaruia 

to Rangihaute (Pitt Island). 

¶ Paul Bennett gave a somewhat depressing summary of a birding trip to Ghana. 

¶ Paul Fisher updated the fernbird project. 

¶ Members sightings.  

May 1st  

¶ David Melville gave a talk on the Bell Island shell bank project. (See below) 

¶ Robin Toy gave an update on the NZ bird Atlas project. 

¶ Wow! -Surprise guest appearance -The director of the Percy Fitzpatrick institute of 

African Ornithology at Cape Town University (Suzie Cunningham) flew all the way 

over to give a wonderful talk to our meeting ---well and to visit her mum. Many 

thanks for a really interesting talk -see below. 

¶ David Melville talked about a possible wood duck project. (see below) 

¶ Members sightings including the Great Crested Grebe and the hardhead. (see below) 

LATEST SIGHTINGS 

¶ Hardhead, Wakapuaka Settling Ponds, Nelson This was first reported by 

ówazzagonewildô (who else?) on Mon Apr 24, 2023 7:33 pm 

óStoked to find a male HARDHEAD (white-eyed duck, karakahia, Aythya 

australis) at the Wakapuaka Settling Ponds near Nelson at approximately 

4:30 pm this evening. 

First noticed due to the obvious white undertail. Medium size (larger than 

scaup, smaller than mallards) with rufous brown plumage over most of body. 

Pale eye and broad pale tip to dark bill were other characters used for 

identification. It was loosely associating with a small number of 

mallards/hybrids and shovelers at the western end of the southernmost pond.ô  
Since then, it has been sighted by several members.  
 

 
 

¶ A Great Crested Grebe has been seen at Wakapuaka. Last seen in Tasman in the late 

слΩǎΗΗ They are moving in! 

Hardhead were apparently a 

breeding bird here and had the 

aņƻǊƛ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ karakahia. In 

recent times it is a rare vagrant. 
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TWO GREAT OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVOLVEMENT!!   David Melville 

As stated above at the May meeting, David Melville spoke about two projects that would 

give members a great opportunity to get involved in practical local activity that could really 

make a difference. These are summarised below: many thanks David for initiating these. A 

busy boy! 

1. Bell Island Shell bank ς coastal peppercress and Caspian terns    

 

Coastal Peppercress Lepidium banksii is a critically endangered endemic plant ς in 2004 

there were just 188 plants in the wild, of which only 12 were the result of natural 

recruitment ς the majority being planted. DOC is hoping to establish peppercress on the Bell 

Island Shellbank, Waimea Inlet which is also home to a nationally important colony of 

Caspian Terns.  

  

Willie Cook started banding the terns in 1995, initially with colour bands indicating year 

cohorts, and since 2011 with engraved bands that allow individual identification. Most 

distant sightings of marked birds have come from the west coast of the North Island, with a 

few travelling as far north as Auckland, but most seen around Waikanae and Manawatu. 

Quite a few of the adults breeding at Bell Island in recent years have been banded as chicks 

at the colony demonstrating local recruitment [they first breed when 3-4 years old] ς it is 

notable that there are no records of birds marked at Bell Island having recruited to other 

colonies anywhere in the country. 



4 
 

 

In late April 2023 DOC contractors sprayed areas of exotic vegetation (fescue, ice plant, 

fleabane etc) on the Bell Island Shellbank, the aim being to open up areas where native 

plants, including peppercress can be established in future. Follow up spraying will be done in 

late May/early June and August 2023, and then again in February 2024. 

 

Caspian Terns start laying in late September and the duration of the breeding season 

depends largely on whether nests get washed out on big tides ς birds will often re-lay 

repeat clutches early in the season. Sometimes chicks fledge in December, sometimes not 

until late January. 

We do not know how Caspian Terns (and other bird species) will respond to the vegetation 

management that DOC is undertaking on behalf of the peppercress.  

Birds NZ is working with DOC to monitor the birds of Bell Island Shell bank and we initiate a 

programme of regular visits starting in late July/early August 2023 before the start of the 

tern nesting season.   

Details are still being worked out but we will try to visit every ~2 weeks to count numbers of 

Caspian Terns and try to identify marked individuals. Access to the site is through a locked 

gate and so we will have to be in a group. I envision that visits will probably last 2-4 hours 

and I will aim for weekend visits so that as many people as possible can participate ς timing 

of this project is less dependent on tidal conditions than our wader work.  

The provisional dates are as follows [please note that these may change] 

30 July 1316h 1.3m 

13 August 1344h 1.5m 

27 August 1142h 1.5m 

17 September 1655h 0.7m 

30 September 1712h 0.3m 

14 October 1628h 0.9m 
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28 October 1608h 0.5m 

11 November 1521h 1.1m 

25 November 1459h 0.9m 

10 December 1442h 1.3m 

23 December 1339h 1.3m 

13 January 1804h 0.6m 

27 January 1754h 0.9m 

Anyone interested in assisting with this project please contact David Melville: 

david.melville@xtra.co.nz 

 

2. Wood ducks looking for a home    

Australian Wood Ducks were first recorded nesting in New Zealand in 2015 (see 

https://www.birdsnz.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Cook_et_al._2016.pdf). 

Breeding has occurred every year since but it appears that the population has stabilised 

at about 25 birds.  

Wood Ducks are principally grass grazers, 

  

- and there would seem to be no shortage of suitable feeding habitat amongst the life-style 

blocks around Waimea Inlet.  

mailto:david.melville@xtra.co.nz
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Similarly, there are many waterbodies (irrigation ponds, storm water retention ponds etc.) 

in the district, but what appears to be in short supply are old trees with suitable rot holes 

for Wood Ducks to nest in.  

  

Is it a shortage of potential nest sites that is holding back an expansion of the population? 

We plan to test this by placing nest boxes in suitable locations and monitoring use by Wood 

Ducks. One nest box has already had two broods of duckling so the outlook is promising.  




