
Can you describe Fluttering Shearwater Moult 
from eBird?
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Aotearoa example?

• Seabird capital of the world, so 
looked for a seabird example.

• Hard to study moult 
traditionally, as birds moult post-
breeding usually well out to sea.
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Aotearoa example
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• Fluttering Shearwater good 
example

• Lots of eBird records

• Lots of images attached to 
Checklists



eBird Fluttering Shearwater records

• As of June 2023

• 1,300 images in  700 in 
Aotearoa, 500 in Australia

• Only images were individuals 
could be assessed for moult 
were included.

• 224 Adults in Aotearoa (46% in 
moult)

• 203 first-year birds in Australia 
(26% in Moult)
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Adult moult
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Post-juvenile/ First-year moult
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Early moulting birds?
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Vs



Timing?
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Adult?Second-year?
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