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Moult-
savvy

“Five-to-the-three, 
four-to-the-one, 

three-to-the-two, 
oh-to-the-three”



Moult Workshop 2025 

Banding and moult

An understanding of moult is essential for 
the correct ageing of most birds, since all 
plumage characters, such as colours and 
shapes of feathers, used for ageing and 
sexing birds are affected by moult, being 
different in successive plumages for many 
species. It is, therefore, of crucial 
importance to understand the moult cycles 
of each species if detailed age data are to 
be collected.



Moult Workshop 2025 

Spp, Age, Sex
For banding to have value, it is 
important that the bird is: 

• Identified correctly 

• Aged as precisely and accurately as 
possible 

• Sexed if possible

These are the minimum requirements 
for data to be submitted to the Banding 
Office.



All moult records should be 
submitted to the Birds NZ 
Moult Recording Scheme

Moult Recording Scheme - Birds New Zealand

https://www.birdsnz.org.nz/schemes/moult-recording-scheme/


FALCON can be used for some moult info 
for marked birds only:

✓ 1-10 Primary wing moult scores
✓ Moult notes
✓ Feather wear
✓ Brood patch
✓ Other info: if consistently recorded

(agreed with Moult Convenor), then we 
can use additional fields to record more 
moult info in a standardised format.

app.birdbanding.doc.govt.nz



Data BOX 

v.FALCON.1x

P1 P2 P3 P4 P5 P6 P7 P8 P9 P10 Moult_notes

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Not in moult, worn primaries

5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 Not in moult, fresh primaries

5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 complete primary moult

5 5 4 3 2 0 0 0 0 0 Central tail 104mm, other tail feathers recent growth

5 5 5 5 5 5 3 2 1 secondaries 554005 (left wing); tail new feathers

5 5 5 5 5 5 5 3 2 1 Post breeding moult

0 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 almost completed full juvenile moult; belly and head feathers still growing in

5 5 5 5 5 4 0 0 0 x secondaries 510000, tertiaries 555

5 5 5 5 5 5 3 2 1 secondary 5,5,5,5,5,5, tertiaries T7-T9 new feathers, tail growing all feathers

Data in

https://www.doc.govt.nz/globalassets/documents/our-work/bird-banding/nznbbs-data-spreadsheet.xlsx
https://www.doc.govt.nz/globalassets/documents/our-work/bird-banding/nznbbs-data-spreadsheet.xlsx


Data out

detail_characteristic_measurements moult_score
moult notes:Not in moult, worn primaries, brood patch:Yes 0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0
moult notes:Not in moult, fresh primaries, brood patch:No 5,5,5,5,5,5,5,5,5,5
moult notes:complete primary moult 5,5,5,5,5,5,5,5,5,
moult notes:Central tail 104mm, other tail feathers recent growth 5,5,4,3,2,0,0,0,0,0
body condition:fresh plumage in moult 5,5,5,5,5,5,3,2,1,
moult notes:Post breeding moult 5,5,5,5,5,5,5,3,2,1
moult notes:almost completed full juvenile moult; belly and head feathers still growing in 0,5,5,5,5,5,5,5,5,5
moult notes:secondaries 510000, tertiaries 555 5,5,5,5,5,4,0,0,0,x
moult notes:secondary 5,5,5,5,5,5, tertiaries T7-T9 new feathers, tail growing all feathers
body condition:fresh body plumage in moult

5,5,5,5,5,5,3,2,1,



FALCON 
only 

became 
moult-

savvy in 
2021

“oh-to-the…
OH NO!!!”





FALCON demo
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