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A COMMON TERN IN THE BAY OF PLENTY 

By P. C.  M. LATHAM 

On 8 April 1984, as B. Chudleigh and I were examining a flock of 
White-fronted Terns ~ S f c n u ~  s07utu) at the n l o ~ ~ t h  of the Rangitaiki hver ,  
we noticed a tern with an all-black cap. It was slightly smaller and darker 
grey than the White-fronted Terns and had no white front. Shortly afterwards 
it flew away from us, showing a white rump and tail which contrasted sharply 
with its grey wings and mantle - rather like a large Black-fronted Tern (Sternu 
ulbostriutu). The bird settled again with the White-fronted Tern flock and 
over the next half hour or so, I, together later with M r  & Mrs W. M.  Hutton, 
studied it from 20-30 m away, while BC photographed it. Although at first 
the light was poor and a heavy shower of rain fell, conditions improved to 
bright sunshine. The bird was put to flight several times, once giving me 
an excellent view of it from below against the light. It did not kccp to the 
edge of the flock but mingled freely, without animosity, with the White-fronted 
Terns. 

DESCRIPTION 

Rod-y size: Slightly smaller and slimmer than a White-fronted Tern. 
Foreheud, crown und nape: Black from the base of the upper mandible 

over the entire crown to just below the eyes and down the nape to the mantle. 
There were a few tiny white feathers at the base of the upper mandible, which 
looked as though they were moulting out. The forehead sloped shallowly back 
to the crown, giving a rather flat-crowned "snaky" appearance to the head, 
similar to that of the White-fronted Tern. 

Lores, cheeks, chin und rhrour: White, gradually darkening to grey on 
the neck and uppcr breast; not a well-defined line as in the Black-fronted 
Tern. 

Neck und upper breast: Pale grey, gradually darkening toward lower 
breast. 

Lower breusc, belly, rnuntle und back: Grey, darker than on White-fronted 
Tern, but not as dark as on Black-fronted Tern. 
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I 'ppr  i:,i:rg: '1 he covert\ \$err darker grcv than the hrc,ast, hclly, mantle 
and hack; the \.isiblc primark\ uerc \cry dark, almost h1ac.k; the secondaries 
and tcrtials mere a paler g r q  than the cn\.ert\ a r d  had wh~tt: tip.;. T t e r e  
was no  dark carpal Par. 'l'he tip5 of the folded wing\ cxtencied well beyond 
t h c  tail tips. 

1 ' n d c r n i ~ ~ q :  I':~lc grey cxccpt fOr the hlackish tips to the outer primal ies. 
'I'he tips of the secondaries a n d  tertials. \n.hic.h wcrc bvhite, gave a white trai in& 
cdgc to the inner rrring. Thc t h t  fcu. l~ i rnar icc  (rhoac rlearc\t rh,, wcondaries) 
were white a n d  torrncil a noticcable rransluccnt panel whcn t11c underwing 
was seen again\t rhc light. 'l'hc clllter ~u-irnary, 1'10, had 2 very broad hlacl:i\h 
band n o r  notic.c~l in thc field hut wen in photographs viewed w l ~ s e q l ~ e n t l \  j.  

121orcp. rtpprr o t ~ d  I(~.iw<-r ~ ~ i i l - , o i , ( r i s :  White, contrasting charply with the 
grey hclly and back. 

Li/: Ilceply forked; a-hite esccpt for the outer webs of the outer rccrrices, 
which \vcrc blackish; the t i p  did not extend beyond the folded wing tips. 

Hill: Black with n o  rcd at the haw.  It was as long as and of  s inda r  
< h a p  to that d a  White-fronted Ikm. 

l x g s  ' ~ n d  f i .cr: I)u11 recidish, palcr and \ l~mrner than those of Wkite- 
fronted Terns. hut of similar length. 

FIGURE 1 - Heads of Eastern Commcn Tern above and Arctic Tern below in 
breed~ng dress right and non-breeding dress left 

The difference in head shape of the two species slicjhtly 
exaggerated here I S  less noticeable in the f~e ld  It IS dery difficiilt to 
pick i f  bird I S  active or I S  hunched up in cold or windy conditions INote 
the more extensive white front of the Arctic Tern in non-tmeding dless 
It extends well behind the eye whereas that of the Eastern Common 
Tern reaches to just above the eye The Arctic Tern s bill is all rr,d in 
breeding dress In non brer~ding dress ~t I< black often w ~ t h  a dull red 
patch at the base though this is diff~cult to see in the field The 1-111 of 
the Eastern Common Tern IS black all year round 
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It was obviously a Sriri~il tern, hut whicti? '4s it appeared to be an 
adult in trrsh hreeciing plumage, Antarctic 'Ikrn [.\'rt,rtr~r z,irttiruj was ruled 
out.  In April, Antarctic Tern,, mould be 111 worn t ) r ccd~r~g  plun~age or have 
begun a complete nioult into non-brcccfi~lg dress (1'. M. Sagar, p u s .  comm.). 
In non-breeding plumage, the adult and the suhadulr Antarctic ' k r n  have 
an cxtc~lsive white front. whitc underpart\ nlid a dark cuhiral bar. I n  breeding 
drc\\  the t ln~arct ic  ~ l k r ~ i  ha\ a brighr red hill and legs, *hitc u~ldcruirlg\  
arid ~vhite,  or very palc grey, outer ccigcs to thc ourcr rcctricc\ of' it\ tail 
(Watson 1975). 

Equally definitely it was nor a Vl'hitc-fronted 'l'crn, plenty of which 
were about for direct con1l)arison. ?'hi\ bird was a little smaller, much greyer, 
had no whitc front, had dark outer edge5 to the outcr recrrice\ 01 its tall, 
had paler legs and,  unlikt the White--I'ro~itc~l '1;il-n\, wa\ in breeding dl-ess. 

.l'hough the Rosearc 7i.m ( S I L , I I ~ < ~  doc(,pLrllr'j breeds a\ close to New Zeala~ld 
as Quccnslanci and New i:alc~iorlid, it ha\ not been r c ~ o r d c d  here. 'l'his species 
may be q u i ~ k l y  clilil~nattd, too, heir~g a \cry  palc bird. I n  hrecdil~g d ~ c s a  
the breast and belly are wh~te:  with somctin~r:a a rusy tingc, and thc tail streanlen, 
which exrcnd well beyond rhe folded a i ~ ~ g  r i p ,  arc complc~ely whltc No 
dark primary tips show on t h ~  uncicrwing. 'l'hc bill 15 black with a rcci hnsc 
and the legs and feet arc red {Slater 19i0,. 

The  Arcrlc'1i.r I I  i . \ ' [ t ~ ~ ~ r ~ ~ p i r r ~ r ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  I. which I h a w  \<,en on thrcc occasions 
In this locality, is nor qulte so eass to eli~ru~larc.  I-lowei,er, the .qrctic Trrn 
in brccdmg plurnagc has a blooJ red hill and coral red legs, both the bill 
and the Icgs being shorter than rhosc ot the W'hite-fronted 'l 'e~n. I 'he  tail 
streamers reach, or project a little lheyorid, the fOl~1ed wing t ~ p s  I unless the 
bird is in n~ou l t ) .  I'hc underwings art. \\.hlrz at all scasons, except for the 
dark grey ourcr i~rirnary rips 'l'hough thc outcr Ilrlrnaly, 1'10, has a &irk band, 
the band is narrow rhlarples & ,Uarplcs 1934, Scrvel~ry el u l .  1971 r .  In the 
photographs, the 1'10 band on this hird uas  i11uih too broad for thar of nn 
Arctic 'lkrn (<:. (:ort)enj per,. Lorn111 ). 'I'hc Arcric. .l'isrns that 1 have scen 
among White-trvnted T u n s  had \weper forehead\ and more domed crouns  
than their rleighbours (I.atha111 1981 j and this tearurc i, cunsldercd Important 
by J a c o k n  i l9h l j  a ~ d  Van& K'eghc lOh6) whcn scparatlng Arctic l k r r ~ s  
from ( h m m o n  I c r ~ ~ s .  I n  winter and s u b a d ~ ~ l r  p lu~nagc the Arctic 'fir11 has 
a whitc hunt ,  breast a ~ l d  belly I Watson 1975;. 

7 .  I he only other likely tern is the% (,ornn~oii ?'ern I S ~ ~ r t ~ t r  l i l ~ - ~ d o ; .  ( h e  
feature in my description i\ con>icicrrd d~stincti\.e of the i :omn~on T'crn. namely, 
the translucent patch forn~ecl I;! thc four white inner primarie5, seer1 when 
the underuing I:, viewed from helow, against the light. Fir\r dcscrihed by 
Richardson (195 i), this field mark i \  said, by Hunlc & (trant i 19731, to b t  
"Perhaps the lnosr useful plurnagc mark in rhc Br~t ish  l i tera~ure . . . ." In 
addition, the very broad dark hand of the outcr prlnlary (though dilticult 
to asit , \ \  u.~rhout rhc bcrletir af Lwmpa1lson r ,  thc leg. hci~ig  a \imilar lrngth 
to those of tht: accompanying White-t.roiitcd 'lkrns; and t h ~ .  shallow-forehead 
flat-crowned look of the hird are all points which reinforce the bird's 
identification a \  a ( h m m o n  'Fern rather than an Arctic Tern, the most difficult 
specie> to d i s t i~~gu i sh  trom 11. 
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However, the Rangitaiki River mouth bird docs not altogethcr answer 
the description of the Common Tern to be found in most books. As an adult 
in breeding dress, it did not have the conventional vermilion legs and feet, 
o r a n p r e d  bill with a black tip, or pure white breast and belly (Bannerman 
1962). 

The Common Tern is a more complex species than the Arctic Tern. 
Four subspecies are recognised, all strongly migratory, but their geographical 
variation is clinal with tendencies for longer wings, darker grey plumage and 
darker bill and legs from west to east. 

The nominate race (S.h.hirundo) is the palest race. It breeds in North 
America, West Indies, Azores, Canaries, Madeira, northwest Africa, Europe, 
USSR west of the Ob River and south of the Arctic Circle, Afghanistan, 
Iran, Iraq and Turkey, and it migrates south to the Straits of Magellan and 
the Falkland Islands, the Cape of Good Hope and Madagascar and the Persian 
Gulf east to at least Sind in India (Vaurie 1965). In breeding dress the upperparts 
are dove-grey, the underparts (breast and belly) pur~c white, the legs and feet 
vermilion and the bill orange-red with a black tip (Bannerman 1962). 

The race breeding in central and southern Siberia, and wintering 
presumably in southeastern Asia (S. h.minussensis), grades into nominate hirundo 
in the west and longipennis in the east. It  averages slightly darker above and 
below than nominate hirundo and, though the colour of the bill, legs and feet 
varies individually, it always has a blacker bill than nominate hirundo znd 
its legs and feet are usually brownish rather than red (Vaurie 1965). 

The Eastern Common Tern (S. h.longipennis), breeding in northeastern 
Siberia and wintering in Indonesia, New Guinea, the Louisiades and the 
Solomons (Dementiev & Gladkov 1951) and Australia (Blakers et ul. 1984), 
averages slightly darker than minussensis, the bill being wholly black in nearly 
all birds and the legs and feet varying from reddish brown to dark brown 
or black (Dementiev & Gladkov 1951, Vaurie 1965). A photograph in Coates 
(1977) shows this variation in leg colour well. 

The fourth race (S.h.tihetana), which breeds in high central Asia - 
Turkestan, Tibet and Ladakh - and winters in Indi,a, is the race with darks t  
plumage, being darker above and below than minussensis and longipennis, but 
the colour of the bill, legs and feet is similar to 1.hat of nominate hirundo 
(Vaurie 1965). 

Having learned all this, the anomalies in the description of the Rangitaiki 
tern can be understood. It  presumably belongs to one of the eastern races 
minussensis or longipennis. Although tihetuna is a gn-y bird, its bill, legs and 
feet are similar in colour to nominate hirundo. Even in winter dress this race, 
like nominate hirundo, retains some red at the base of an otherwise black bill 
(Henry 1955, Ali & Ripley 1981). As rninussensis is not monotypic but gra'des 
from nominate hirundo in the west to longipennis in the east, the Bay of Plenty 
tern could be a bird from the eastern range of this race. However, it is far 
more likely to have been a longipennis, which is a regular migrant to the cast 
coast of Australia. At least some authorities no longer recognise minussensis 
as a valid subspecies (Cramp 1985). This would placc the Rangitaiki bird even 
more surely in the longipennis camp. 
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Dementiev & Gladkov (1951) stated that "It is noteworthy that the 
subspecies S. h. longipennis resembles [nominate hirundo] even less than the Arctic 
Tern does." It is certainly a very different-looking bird from any nominate 
hirundo that I have seen in Europe. The only illustration of longipennis in 
breeding dress that I could find in the literature was that in Sonobe et al. 
(1982), and this matched the Bay of Plenty bird. Photographs of the same 
race in non-breeding plumage taken in Australia may bc seen in Simpson 
(1972), Wade (1975) and Cr~nplert, Book of Ausrruliun Birds (1977). 

The Common 'Ern is now recogniscd as a regular austral summer migrant 
to Australia. As recently as 1940, Hindwood wrote, when mentioning the three 
Common Terns collected by Roy Bell on Lord Howe Island in February 1915, 
"There are no authentic records from Australia". Four years later the Common 
Tern's occurrence in Australia was first reported (Hindwood 1944). Over the 
next 20 years reports trickled in, which resulted in Hitchcock (1965) stating 
that "These data suggest that south-eastern Australia is a minor wintering 
area for the black-billed race S.h.longipennis". Neither Dementiev & Gladkov 
(1951) nor Vaurie (1965) mentioned Australia as a wintering ground. In the 
last 20 years a remarkable increase in this species has been recorded in Australia, 
no doubt partly due to more, and hctter informed, observers looking for it. 
There is evidence to support this view in the form of allusions to the occurrence 
of kongipennis in northern Australia (Robert Hall in Hitchcock 1965) and the 
probable misidentification of Srcrnu fronrulis (striutu) at North-west Cape, 
Western Australia, in the summer (Carter 1904 in Hitchcock 1965). It  may 
however, reflect an extension of the bird's non-breeding range, a population 
increase, or both. 

The easternmost race longipennis, which breeds in northeastern Siberia 
south of the Arctic Circle, is an abundant passage migrant in April-May and 
August-September through Korea (Gore & Won 1971) and Japan (Sonobe 
er ul. 1982) but is rare in Hong Kong (Herklots 1967). It  does not appear 
to have been recorded with any frequency in Borneo (Symthies 1981) or the 
Philippines (du Pont 1971), and yet Indonesia, especially the Sunda Islands, 
is said to be a main wintering ground (Dementiev & Gladkov 1951). Though 
Vaurie (1965) described eastern India south to Ceylon as a wintering ground 
of longipennis, neither Henry (1955) nor Ali & Ripley (1981) mention any 
subspecies but tibetanu and nominate hirundo as occurring in this area. Perhaps, 
as Finch (1982b) suggests, Vaurie was wrong and the wintering grounds of 
longipennis may be entirely within the Australasian region. It  has been recorded 
in Guam (Bourne 1964) and is described as a passage migrant through the 
Palau Group in Micronesia by Mayr (1945). Papua New Guinea is a major 
wintering area, where it is often abundant (Coates 1977, Finch 1982a,b) and 
it is a common summer migrant to the northern Solomons (Hadden 1981). 
After plotting any definite records of longipennis that he could find in the 
literature, (Finch 1982b) concluded that "if a line of longitude were taken 
from just west of Korea to New Guinea, then continuing east of that line 
down the coast of Australia, the bird would be encountered west of that line 
only as a vagrant." A race of the Common Tern is a rare visitor to Fiji (Watling 
1982) and though this is most likely to be longipennis it is not certain. Hannecart 
& Letocart (1980, 1983) have not recorded the Common Tern in New Caledonia. 



Apparently longipennis is the race that migrates most commonly to 
northern and eastern Australia, from Port Hcdland I:O South Australia, be~ng  
seen, at least occasionally, in flocks of 1000 or so (Blakers et ul. 1984). On 
October/November visits to southeast Australia I found it, in tens rather tkan 
hundreds, about Montague Island, Bermagui and Tkthra, New South Wales, 
in 1984 and Apollo Hay, Victoria, in 1980. In the Port Hedland area of Western 
Australia the species is "plentiful and regular from early September to late 
April", with predeparture flocks of up to 800-1000 birds (J .  Darnell in Serventy 
& Whittell 1976), though it does not seem to have been determined wh ch 
race, or races, are involved. Some birds are known to remain in New Guinea 
and Australia through the winter (Finch 1982a,b; Blalzers et ul. 1984). 

Two of the nominate hirzindo have been recorded in Australia. both 
wearing bands, one from Sweden found near Fremantle and one from Northern 
Ireland found in Victoria (Serventy er (21. 1971). Two other birds of the sa.ne 
race, again wearing bands, but with a North American origin, have bcen 
recovered in the central Pacific - one in the Cook Islands from Saskatchewan 
and one in Hawaii from Michigan (Hitchcock 1965). A specimen from Goolwa, 
South Australia, has been identified as minussensis ~(Blakers et al. 1984) and 
others from that area are suspected to be of this race (Eckert 1969). The bird 
from Buckland Park, Port Gawler, South Australia, originally thought to be 
of the race rurkesrunica (Hitchcock 1965), which is no longer recognked 
(Bannerman 1962), may well have been a specimen of minussensis too. T'he 
race minussensis is only presumed to winter primarily in South-east Asia, though 
the description of the Common tern found in that region certainly fits that 
race (King et d. 1975). It  may well be that a sizeable percentage of the regular 
wintering flocks of Western Australia are also of this race. While studying 
the literature it became apparent to me that there is a lack of precise knowledge 
of the winter quarters of the various races of the Common Tern. 

As the Common Tern is now so commonplace in eastern Australia each 
year, it is not surprising that one has been seen here. Indeed after examining 
the Rare Birds Committee file on "cornmic" terns I found that there has 
been a steady trickle of unconfirmed reports over the last 10 years or so: 

Waitangi River estuary, 25/4/72. a single bird (Giblin, Taylor & Tod'3). 

Walker Beach, Point Chevalier, Auckland, a single bird considered to 
be a Common Tern, 2 1/11/80 (Jowett). 

Lake Horowhenua, five "cornmic" terns two of which were thought 
to be Common Terns, 29/11/80 (Heathcr & Gollop). 

Waiwhatawhata Beach, Hokianga, a single bird which may have been 
a Common Tern, 30/11/80 (Bettesworth). 

Palliser Point, a flock of 12-13 birds some, if not all, of which wcre 
thought to be Common Terns, 29/10/81 (Squire & Fa~wcett). 

Waikanae River mouth, a single bird tentatively identified as an Antarctic 
Tern but the description given would fit an Arctic or Common Tern equally 
well, 8/11/81 (Tennyson). 

Lake Ferry, Palliser Bay, a single bird thought to be a Common Tern, 
8/4/82 (Heather & Squire). 
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Some of these, almost certainly, were Common Terns, the descriptions 
of the Walker Beach, Palliser Point and Lake Ferry birds being particularly 
fitting. In addition to these was the finding of the fragmentary remains of 
a bird, thought to be of this species, at Karekare, Auckland west coast, on 
23 August 1959 (Falla et ul. 1979). Note that all the above sightings, except 
for the late October one, have been made in November or April. 

Hitchcock wrote in 1965 "An additional aim [of this paper] is to alert 
coastal observers in eastern and south-eastern Australia, and in New Zealand, 
to watch more closely for the species . . . ." It has taken 20 years since then 
to record positively the first Common Tern in New Zealand; I suspect that 
it will not be long before we have more. 
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SHORT NOTE 
Second New Zealand record of the Bird of Providence 

On 22 September 1984 I found a beach-wrecked Bird of Providence 
(Pr~rodronru solundrz] on the west coast of Northland between Maunganui Iiluff 
and Omamari. The bird was identificd by D. E. Crockett and subsequently 
the identification was confirmed by M. J. Imber. This is only the second 
record of this species in New Zealand, the first being that found by Falls 
on Muriwai Beach in January 1921. The specimen from Northland is now 
held at the National Museum. 

Descrzprion: Back grey-brown. Head dark brown. Uppertail brown. Face 
and forehead freckled. Belly white in centre, grey on sides -- each feather 
mostly white with a 10 mm grey tip on the end. S,mall pale tip right on the 
end of some feathers. Underside of tail grey-brown. 

Underwing: primaries grey-brown on outer vane and tips, paler to white 
on basal half of inner vane. 

Feet: black - paler at base of toes Meusurerne~rrs (mm) 
Legs: paler - brown Culmen: 33.22 
Bill: black - large Bill width: 14.40 

Bill depth: 16.08 
Tarsus: right 42.14, left 41.36 
Mid-toe & claw: right 59.0, left 59.10 
Wing: 310 
Length: 420 

PATRICK MILLER, 29 Murdoch Crescent, Whangczrei 



BIRDS OF THE SOLANDER ISLANDS 

By %I. J. COOPER, C. M. MISKELL.'I1, K. MORRISON 
and R. J .  PEACOCK 

ABSTRACT 
Birds observed on the Solander Islands 25-27 July 1985 are 

discussed in relation to previous records from the islands. Black Shag, 
Banded Rail, Song Thrush and Greenfinch have not been reported 
previously. 

Solander Island had a major colony of Buller's hlollymawk, with 
an estimated 4000-5000 pairs. A further 300 pairs brcd on Little Solander 
Island, which also had a large colony of (hmmon Diving Petrels. On 
Little Solander, New Zealand's southernmost gannet colony, were 20- 
10 Australasian Gannets. Red-crowned Parakeets seem to have displaced 
Yellow-crowned Parakeets on the Solander Islands since 1948. 

'The faunal relationships of the Solander Islands are discussed, 
as is the apparent effect of predation by introduced weka on Solander 
Island. 

INTRODUCTION 

The Solander Islands lie in the western entrance to Foveaus Strait 
40 km south of the South Island and 60 km west-north-west of Stewart Island, 
at 46' 35' S, 166' 52' E (Fig. 1). The islands (Fig. 2) are thc eroded remains 
of an andesitic volcano (Harrington & Wood 1958). The larger, Solander Island 
(100 ha, Fig. 3) is roughly triangular, about 1.5 km across and 340 m high, 
with very steep slopes and a small summit plateau. The shoreline consists 
of boulder beaches and rock platforms contained within steep headlands. Little 
Solander Island (Fig. 41, 2 km to the aest,  is about 8 ha and rises to 180 
m. It has cliffs to the south and weLt but slopes to the north and east are 
less steep. 

The islands were discovered by Captain James Cook in March 1770 
and named after L>r Daniel Solander, a botanist aboard his vessel. During 
the first decades of the 19th century sealers visited the islands, with one gang 
marooned on Solander Island from 1808 to 1813 (h4cNab 1907)). Despite their 
activities and more recent open seasons up to 1946, Solander Island still holds 
New Zealand's largest colony of fur seals (Arctucephulus jorsrerq; 5000 were 
estimated in January-February 1971 (Wilson 1981). 

Blanket peat covers both islands, except on steep slopes, where slips 
have formed fans of peat, pebbles and grit. On Solander Island the debris 
fans and slopes above are covered in extensive areas of Poa foliosa but the 
steeper exposed slopes are clothed in I? usronii and Anisomtne lyullii. Many 
of the steepest cliffs and headlands are bare. Oieariu lyallii dominates the 
plateau, with Senecio stezurciue around the periphery. Under the 6 m canopy 
are tall ferns of Blechnurrr durum, Aspleniurn obrusutum and Polysrichum vcxitum 
and extensive waist-high clumps of the large-leaved punui (Stilbocarpa lyalliij. 

NOTORNIS 33. 77-89 (1986) 



78 COOPER et a/.  NOTORNIS 33 

The flora of Little Solander Island is less diverse. Dense 1'. fol!osa 
grassland covers the eastern side, except where Hebe ellipticu shrubs occur 
in gullies. A 2-3 m scrub of S .  stewurriae and H .  ellipticu predominates on 
the northern slopes. Moister gullies and breaks in the canopy are filled with 
a lush growth of P. foliosa, Stilbocarpa robusra (elsewhere known only fiom 
The Snares) and some Asplenium obtusarurn. Poa ustonii predominates on drier 
soils on the summit ridge, rock outcrops, and along cliff margins. Much of 
the south side of the island is vertical and bare, but the very steep upper 
slope has a perched cover of I? asronii and shrubs of Hebe and Senecio. 

There are no introduced mammals on either island. 

The Solander Islands were included in Fiordland National Park in 1959 
and were gazetted as a specially protected area in September 1973. Entry to 
the islands is by permit only. 

Scientific visits have been few and usually br:~ef. 
Captain and Mrs J. Bollons landed on Solander Island in 1908 and 

collected plants (Cockayne 1909) and some rocks (Speight 1909). E. F. S1:ead 
spend an hour ashore in 1933 (Falla 1948). Sir Robert Falla made four landings 
on the islands: in December 1947, July 1948 (during which an ascent was 
made of Little Solander Island), May 1950, and May 1956. After a visit in 
February 1957, Harrington & Wood (1958) described the geology. G.  'I: S. 
Baylis visited Solander Island on 27 October 1958 (Johnson 1975). In  January- 
February 1973, G. J. Wilson camped on Solander Island for several days and 
subsequently reported on the birdlife (Wilson 1973). A party organisec. by 
Fiordland National Park staff visited Solander Islan'd for 16 days in November 
1973 (Johnson 1975; Nilsson, R. J., 1974. Solander Island expedition 10-25 
Nov 1973. Unpubl. report. NZ Wildlife Service). Johnson, Nilsson and A. 
Cragg visited Little Solander Island for a night in November 1976 (Johrison 
1982; Cragg, A., 1976. Unpubl. report on Preservation Inlet/Solander Islands. 
Fiordland Nat. Park). Two of the authors visited Solander Island for two 
days in February 1984 (Cooper & Morrison 1984). 

We visited both islands between 25 July and 27 July 1985. WJC and 
C M M  were landed on a small terrace about mid-way up the eastern slopes 
of Little Solander Island, and KM, RJP and K. Gillies were landed at Eastern 
Bay on Solander Island (Fig. I). 

The party on Solander Island surveyed the coast and much of the lower 
slopes, from the south end of Eastern Bay to the north-western headland. 
They also climbed the cliffs behind the northern bay and traversed the sunimit 
plateau and part of the razorback ridge before descending into Eastern Bay. 
On Little Solander Island the eastern and northern slopes, south-east cliff 
top and summit ridge were all traversed. 

SYSTEMATIC ACCOUNT 

SOUTHERN BLUE PENGUIN Eudyptulu minor minor 
Wilson found skeletal remains at Eastern Ba:y on Solander Island. This 

remains the only record. 
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FIGURE 2 - The Solander Islands from the north-east 
Photo. T. A. Paterson 
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Photo: W. J Cooper, ARF'S 

FIGURE 4 - L~tt le Solander Island from the south-east 
Photo. (: M. M~sk?lly 
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FIGURE 5 - Buller's Mollymawk chick, Little Solander Island, 25126 July 1985 

Photo: W.  J. Cooper. ARPS 

FIORDLAND CRESTED PENGUIX Eudyptes puchyrhynchus 
Ten pairs and a female were seen at nests under boulders at the south 

end of Eastern Bay; at least 15 adults were on nests under boulders and Hebe 
north of Sealers Cave. The nests were constructed of fresh Poa foliosa leaves 
and were without eggs. Four adults and two immatures were ashore in the 
northern bay. 

A few Fiordland Crested Penguins have been recorded by all recent 
expeditions, but Falla considered them to be plentiful. Little Solander Island 
has no suitable landings for penguins. 
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SNARES (:RESTED P E N G U I S  I:'. rohriszrts 
Single birds were reported on  Solandcr Island by Falla, Wilson, a l d  

Nilsson. One seen by Cooper & Morrison in February 1984 was overlooked 
in their published account. None was seen during this visit. 

BULLER'S hlOLLYMAW'K Diornedru hrrlli~i 
Buller's Mollyrnawks were nesting over both islands and on <tacks to 

the south-west of Solandcr Island. An ac.rial survey of Solander Island revealed 
an estimated 4000-5000 pairs well distributed around the island's lower sloplss. 
The highest densities were on the western side. Occupied nests were found 
up to 212 m a.s.1. 

K e  banded 117 ch~ckq on I ~ t l e  Solander I Jand ,  saw SIX more out 
ot reach, and found s ~ x  dead ch~ck\ .  Judglng by th~: number of empty ncst 
sltes, up to 300 p a w  may attempt to breed there 

Chicks on both islands ranged in develop men^. from completely downy 
to near fledging (Fig. 5). Food items regurgitated by chicks included squid 
flesh and beaks, fish bones, aquatic and terrestrial vegetation and a sweet 
wrapper. Ticks (Isodcs uriuc) were seen attached near the base of the b~ l l s  
of five chicks. Large terrestrial leeches (Ornirhobdell,~ sp.), previously knolnn 
only from The Snares, were seen in the nest bowls of two of the four chicks 
inspected at night on Little Solandcr. 

Falla reported mollymawks as just returning to Solander Island on 9 
December 1947 and found well-grown young the following July. Wilson and 
Cooper & Morrison found the species nesting over n ~ a s t  of both islands, most 
being on eggs in February. Nilsson saw only one bnd  over Solander Island 
in November 1973, but Cragg observed them nesting at the northern end 
of the island on 2 November 1976. During a brief visit to Solander Island 
on 28 April 1983, K M  saw some Buller's Mollymawkr; with very young chiclts. 

Robertson (1984) has suggested that two subspecies of I ) .  bulleri be 
recognisd, the Southern Buller's Mollymawk (D. h. bulleri) breeding on The 
Snares and Solander Islands. The  laying period for these birds is January- 
February, as against October-November for D. h. ploreion the Chatham Islands. 
An estimated 5550 pairs of D. h. bull~ri breed on The Snares (Warham & 
Rennington 1983, Miskelly unpubl. data). 

NORTHERN G I A N T  PETREL Muc.ronectcs hd l i  
Although previously recorded at South-west Kay. Solander Island, by 

Wilson, Nilsson, and Cooper 8r Morrison, none was seen during our visit. 

CAPE PIGEON Duprion cupmse 
Cape Plgeons mere seen off Little Solander 1,land on each day of our 

v n t ,  mcluding t ~ g h t  flocks of over 50 birds One group of 10 flew past the 
southern chff at about 130 m above sea level on 26 July 

Falla observed 20-30 Cape P~geons crulsmg around the chffs of L~t t l e  
Solander Island In December 1947 and wggested t h a ~  they may breed there 

M O T T L E D  PETREL Pterodronzu Inclipec tclrii 
We found skeletdl remalns of thrw ,Motrled Petrels on the 5unlmlt rlclge 

of L ~ t t l e  Solander Island None appeared to hate been preyed on by skuas 
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Wilson recorded hearing Prerodrornu petrels, probably this species, over 
Solander Island at night. Nilsson found a corpse at the southern end of Eastern 
Bay and identified several birds by torchlight as they flew in at dusk at South- 
west Bay. Cragg recorded small numbers on Little Solandcr Island. 

BROAD-BILLED PRION Puchyptilu virrcitu 
Single prions were observed flying along the northern cliff of Little 

Solander each day, and up to six at a time were flying around the south- 
castern corner in the late afternoon of 26 July. All but one of the birds identified 
were Z? zYrruc<z. 

Falla recorded Broad-billed Prions flying around Solander Island at 
dawn in July, and Nilsson believed small numbers of prions flying over South- 
west Bay at night to be this species. He found two corpses, and he also found 
burrows that may have belonged to Broad-billed Prions. 

FAIRY PRION 1'. twcur 
One Fairy Prion was seen in flight over the eastern slopes of Little 

Solander Island on 26 July. Falla found remains of this species in "skua and 
(or) hawk castings" on Little Solander, and Cragg reported small numbers 
there. Wilson found bones at Eastern Bay on Solandcr Island, and Nilsson 
found a small colon): at the northern end of South-west Bay. 

SOOTY SHEARWATER P ~ t f j n u s  griseus 
Previous expeditions have found Sooty Shearwaters breeding in low 

numbers on Solander Island. None was seen during our winter visit, but a 
few burrows probably belonging to this species were found under Sene~.io/ 
Hehe scrub on the northern slopes of Little Solander Island. Cragg recorded 
small numbers on Little Solander in November. 

L I T T L E  SHEARWATER P. ussirnilis 
\Vc heard a Little Shearwater calling in flight over Little Solander Island 

at night on 26 July. Falla suggested that a small seabird seen flying out to 
sea from Solander Island by R. C. Murphy in December 1947 may have been 
this species, and he picked up the feathered wings of a Little Shearwater 
in July 1948. Skeletal material collected at Eastern Bay by Wilson in 1973 
was apparently identified as P ir. elgirns. The  nearest known breeding grounds 
of P u .  e lepns  to  the Solander Islands are at the Chathams and Antipodes 
Islands. 

COhthION D I V I K G  PETREL Pele~.anoides zirinarris 
Diving Petrels were the only burrowing petrel coming ashore on Little 

Solander in July. Their burrows occupied all available soil. Large numbers 
came ashore each evening. They were first seen at 1556 on 25 July and 1753 
on 26 July and continued arriving for about two hours after dark. Birds started 
departing before dawn, and all had apparently gone by 0820. No burrows 
were inspected, but the birds appeared to be courting and cleaning burrows. 

Diving petrels were the only birds recorded in the middens of Southern 
Great Skua (Sreriorurius skziu lonnbergij, and one was seen taken in flight by 
a skua. 

Cragg and Johnson (Unpubl. report, 1976, Botany Division, D S I R )  
estimated the population on Little Solander at 250 000 to 300 000 pairs, based 
on two 2 m x 2 in plots in Poa usronii and P. foliosu grassland with 26 and 
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23 burrows respectively (Johnyon 19F2;. Skeletal material was foumj on Solarider 
Island by Wilson, Nilsson, and Cboper & Morriscm Nilswn also found an 
adult with an egg in a burrow about 90 m above Wec.tern Ray. 
AUSTRALASIAN GANKET Sulu (Icissnna serrotoy 

Two groups of gannets were on Little Solander during our stay. The 
larger, of up  to 20 hirds on 17 nests. was on a rock face on the northern 
ridge about 80-90 m a.s.1. (Fig. h)? and two birds were sccn ?n two nrsts 
on a steep face below and west of the main coiony, 20-30 nl a.s 1. Only rl-lrec 
pairs plus 14 singles were in the u p p  colony at night on 26 July, an3 so 
we presume that many females had yet to rcturn 

Courting behaviour was ohserved among the. larger group of ganm-ts, 
with birds bringing nest material, mainly P ! u  a.crcmii and seaweed. One pair 
was seen copulating on 26 July, afrer which the male flew away arid returned 
three minutes later with nest material. Some birds in flight were closely followed 
by Southern Great Skuas and one gannet was forced to settle on the sea. 

The presence of breeding gannets on Little Solander Island was 
confirmed by Falla; it is the southernmost known colony in New Zealand. 
During his visit on 20 July, Falla found 20 nests i l l  in a gully, three on 
a spur, and six at the foot of the slope), and ahcut 14 hirds. Wilson !.aw 
two groups on 30 January; one of 19 or 20 birds on 18 nests on a steeply 
sloping rock face about 10 rn above sea levell and the other of 20-30 birds 
on an exposed ridge about 70 m a d .  Only one colony (25 birds) was wen 
by Nilsson during a brief aerial reconnaissance in November 1973. Gr:lgg 

Photo C bl Mlskellv 
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recorded two groupson 2-1 I';ovc~nber, one of 21 birds on 17 nests and the 
other of 28 on about six nests, other nests being under construction. Aerial 
photographa taken on 14 November 1980 showed three groups with a total 
of 62 pairs (WocLzicki 01. 1984), but Cooper 8r Morriaon saw only two groups 
(of28 arid six) from thc air on 8 February 1984. 

It IS dit'licult LO bee any pattern in the counts of gannets made on Little 
Solat~der Island since 1948. Most observers have found 20-30 nests, the 
exceptions being rhr counts of Wilson and Wodzicki et ul. Falla counted 20 
nests in 1948; 37 years later we counted 19 nests. This does not support the 
3.4% mean annual increase (1946/47-1980/81) suggested by Wodzicki er ul. 
(1984). 

B1,ACK SHAG Phulut roc orux turbo 
o n e  adult flew along kdstcrn Bay, Soldndel Island, on 27 July. T h ~ s  

spec~cs ha\ not bctn recorded before from the Solander Islands. 

UI ITE SHAG Sr~Lroturbo prtr11 mruj  \ I L ' U ~ I  

rwo Blue Shags seen bv W~laon on the north-eastern pomt of Solander 
Island remdm t h ~  only record 

REEF HEKON hgr t r ru  J U L I O  

I here arc nu rtwlit recurds 01 Keel Heron Falla observed a palr In 
Deceniber 1947, dr~d Hedtt~t (1954) reported them ds breedmg early this century 

ALTS I'KAL .\>IAN HAKKI'K i h u \  ccpp,prcumuns 
1 hls \pccles \CCII o\er Sold~i~ler Island by Falla but has not been 

recorded by dny subsequent party 

BAN1 )bl) KAIL l?,dlus phll~pperrs~s 
A r d ~ l - l ~ k ~  call wd5 hedrd from among Slzlbocurpu and Pou folzosu at 

~ h r e c  l o ~ a l ~ r ~ r ~  along the northern slope of L~tt le  Solander Island Although 
thc b ~ r d \  re\pons~blc were nut seen, and attempts to flush one Into a net 
were unsuciesaiul, wt  dre 5u1e that the d l  was chat of Banded Rdd T h ~ s  
w d j  probnbl\i  he bo~irce uf rht "sn~pe-l~kc" d l  heard by Falla and the 
unldeilr~lied bpec1~4 ( rdgg hrdrd cdll~ng ui~dtlr S d b o c ~ r p u  There are probably 
on11 threc or four p a w  of Bdndtd Kdd or1 I ~t t le  Solander Island, where t h e ~ r  
hdb~t.i[ i \  re\tricttd 

Hd~ldtld Kd11 \1111 a c u r  011 borne of the wuthern muttonb~rd ~slands 
thdt lack wehd d l~d  I ~ S  t ~ u t  hd\c not prev~oudy ~ C T I ~  reported from the Solander 
I>Idlld\ 

STEWART 1Sk.,4X1) WFK.4 (;ui/zrullr~s U U , I ~ ~ ! ~ S  J L U L I Z  

We recorded wekd horn bed level to about 200 m on the eastern and 
norrhe111 \lope\ ot Sol~rider lsldrd The) &ere common under coastal scrub, 
dnd on t ~ u u l d e ~  bedchz> ahere the\ fed 111 tidewrack. 

Wekd were ~ ~ ~ t r ~ d u c e d  to Solander lbldnd by sealers, and are probably 
respom~hlc for the xarclty 01 b u r ~ o w ~ n g  petrels dnd larger ~nbertebrates there 
I I ~  \ o r n p ~ ~ w ~  ~ ~ t h  r r r t l t  S O ~ ~ I I ~ C I ,  dnd for the dbsence of Banded R a ~ l  

VAKIAWLk OYS I EK(;A1'( HER Huemdropu~ unz~olor 
Three black p h a x  b ~ r d s  were seer1 at Edstern Bay and a palr was on 

the n u ~ t h  eastern pomt of Solander Island Vanable Oystercatchers have been 
recorded by Wilson, r*;~lsson, dnd Cooper & Mormon. 
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SOUTHERN GREAT SKUA Srerccvurius skuu lonntwgi 
Up to three skuas at a time were scen on and over Little Solander 

during our visit. Middens found along the summit ridge and at the foot of 
peat slips contained remains of diving petrels and fish. 

Two skuas werc seen near the stacks south-west of Solander Island 
on 25 July, and two circled the sumrnit plateau al: 300 m on 26 July. At 
Eastern Bay, one skua was observed repeatedly wheeling and hovering over 
a Buller's Mollymawk nest with chick. 

Falla saw one or two nesting pairs in Deceimber and the occasional 
bird in July. Nilsson reported at least two pairs on Solander Island. Cooper 
& Morrison saw a skua midden on Little Solander, and an immature bird 
was seen there by WJC, C M M  and G. J .  Eller during an unsuccessful landmg 
attempt on 16 March 1985. 

SOUTHERN BLACK-BACKED G U L L  Lurus dotttinicunus 
One adult and one immature Black-backed Gull were seen frequently 

flying around Little Solander Island during our stay. On Solander Island, 
nine adults werc present in Eastern Bay and five adults were seen in the northern 
bay. 

Falla (1948) reported finding a few nests ablove the high-water m.uk 
at Eastern Ray. VC'ilson recorded the species as common and found two chi':ks 
at South-west Bay. Nilsson saw small numbers on all beaches in November 
1973, and he found six nests, most of which contained three fresh eggs. Cooixr 
& Morrison saw moderate numbers around all beaches visited and found two 
large chicks at South-west Bay and another along the south-eastern peninsula. 

RED-BILLED G U L L  L. noz~urhollundiue scopdinus 
We saw up to six Red-billed Gulls on the rock platform on the north1.m 

coast of Little Solander Island throughout our stay. On Solander Island, groups 
of up to 16 were seen. 

Falla recorded Red-billed Gulls as not abundant but saw at least one 
breeding colony on Solander Island. Wilson found three small colonies at South- 
west Bay, and Nilsson found another at Eastern Bay. 

WHITE-FRONTED TERN Srerna srriuru 
Three White-fronted Terns were seen off Solander Island. Both Falla 

and Wilson saw terns offshore and on coastal rocks and suggested that the 
species bred on Solander Island. Nilsson saw 40 White-fronted Terns on an 
islet near the southern end of South-west Bay, five of which appeared to be 
on nests. 

NEW ZEAL AND PIGEON Hetr~iph~gu no.rws~elun,.liuc 
Although not seen during our visit, Nilsson saw two pigeons on the 

summit plateau of Solander Island, and Cooper & Morrison saw eight in the 
same area. 
PARAKEET spp. Cyanoramphiis spp. 

About 15 parakeets were on Little Solander, and all of the 30-40 
confirmed sightings were of Red-crowned Parakeets (C.  nooue,-elund~~e). 
Fourteen parakeets were seen on Solander Island, of which three were ident~lied 
as C. novaezelandiae. 
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The  first published account of birds on the Solanders (Falla 1948) listed 
only Yellow-crowned Parakeets ((:. I L N T ~ C C ~ S ) ,  which were present on both 
islands. Wilson stated that the parakeet5 observed on Solander Island "appeared 
to be uu~ic.eps as reported by Palla", b u ~  this seems doubtful in view of Nilsson's 
record of only (;. norwzcl trr~i i iu~,  i 8  \ightingsj Later in the same year. Cooper 
& Morrison also identified only Ked-crowned Parakeets (5 sightings). 

Red-crowned Parakeets jecm to have displaced Yellow-crowned 
Parakeets on the Solander Isla~lds between 1948 and 1973. 

I1EI)GESPAKROW Prunellu rnoduluris 
About 15 were on Little Solander Island, and birds were seen regularly 

in coastal scrub on  Solander Island. Two were seen foraging on boulders 30 
m from the scrub edge in Eastern Hay. 

Falla recorded them on both islands. h ' i l~son found them to be common 
on Solander Island, but Wilso~l and C:oope~. & hlorrison made few sightings. 

GREY WARBLER G s ~ ~ y o u r  i g u ~ u  
Grey Warblers were found throughout the Ht'heiSetzerio x r u b  on Little 

Solandcr Island, the total bcing about 12 birds. 011 Solancicr Island they were 
scen on the northern and cabtern slopes. All preylous observers have found 
Grey Warblers to be widespread and common on Solander Idand.  

SO'CJTH IS I .AX 1) FASTAIL Rhzp~tirrru j~rltgino~ir j u l ~ g ~ r ~ o s u  
Thirteen fantail\ were wen on Solander Island as \ingles or pairs fiom 

sea level to thc sunlrnit plateau. Although Falla recorded fantails on Solander 
Island, Wilson did not ,  and Nilsson saw only one bird. (hoper  & Morrison 
saw seven adults and one juvenile. 

Fantails havc nor been recorded on Little Solandcr Island. 

YEI.I.OW-BREASTED 7'17' 1'rtroic.u r t~i~roLephulu 1t1uo11~ephulu 
'Tits were the most commonly recorded passerines on  Little Solander 

Island, at least 20 bcing present. Moderate numbers were seen throughout 
scrub slopes on Sola~lder Isla~lci. Falla f'our~d Yellow-breasted Tits plentiful 
on both island\, and subscquerit partic\ havc fou~ id  them to be widespread 
on Solander Island. 

SONG T H R U S H  7 i c r h s  phzlomelo, 
Single Song thrushes seen on both ijlands during our stay arc new 

records for the Solandcr Idand\.  

HLA(:KHIKI> 1: rtwr~dil 
One male and one tenialc Slackhird were seen on 1,itrlc Solander Islantl, 

and a male wa\ seen on Solander Island. Falls recorded this species from 
both islands, although Wilson and Nilsson considered it to be uncommon 
on Solander Island. WJC & CMM \aw a Blackbird from the air on the southern 
face of Little Solandcr Island on 16 March 1985. 

SII*VEKEYF; %os/c.rops Iutcrillis 
A few Silvereye\ were on 1.1ttlc Solandcr Island during our \ k i t ,  12 

being the l a rga t  group. Pairs and \mall partlcs were scen occa,ionally in coastal 
scrub and on higher alopes on Solander Island. They have been recorded 
previously in low numbers 011 buth idands. 
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BELLBIRD Anthornis melunuru 
Bellbirds are widespread and common on Solander Island but had not 

previously been reported from Little Solander Island, where we saw one on 
27 July. 

GREENFINCH Curduelis chloris 
A Greenfinch heard among Hebc. at Eastern Bay, Solander Island, on 

26 July 1985 is the only record from the Solanders. 

KEDPOLL C. flummeu 
One Redpoll was seen over Little Solander I[sland on 25 July 1985. 

Redpolls have been recorded before only on Solander Island, where Nilsson 
saw several small groups on the summit plateau. 

STARLING Sturnus vulguris 
We saw a flock of 12 on Little Solander Island and 18 around the 

northern cliffs of Solander Island. Nilsson saw aboul: six on Solander Island 
in November 1973. 

DISCUSSION 

The Solander Islands have close faunal and floral relationships with 
the Muttonbird (Titi) Islands off southern Stewart Island, The Snares, and 
the Chatham Islands. Of the 19 native bird species breeding on the Solanders 
(excluding the weka), 17 (89%) are shared with Big Soutlh Cape and neighbouring 
islands, 14 (74%)) are shared with the Chatham Islands,, and 11 (58?4) are shared 
with The Snares. The similarities between avifaunas of these cool temperate 
island groups is particularly noticeable among the seabnds; indeed the breeding 
distributions of Buller's Mollymawk and Broad-billed I'rion are almost confincd 
to these groups. 

The presence of Australasian Gannet, normally a warm temperate zone 
species, is an anomaly, although gannets are starting to colonise the Murumurus 
at the southern end of Pitt Island in the Chatham Islands (Miskelly, pen.  
obs.). 

Counts of gannets on Little Solander Island h a ~ ~ e  been made in different 
months and so few are comparable. No observers have recorded eggs or  chick.^. 
Efforts should be made to assess reproductive succes,j at this isolated colony, 
as well as to count the adults and nests. Our observations of rkua-gannet 
interactions suggest that the skuas may be a factor acting against an increase 
of gannets. 

Fernbirds (Bowdleriu) and snipe (Coenocoryphu) are conspicuously absent 
from the Solander Islands, as they occur (or formerly occurred) on The Snares, 
Chatham Islands, and islands off Stewart Island. Weka could have exterminated 
these species on Solander Island, as they did fernbirjds on Kundy and Jacky 
Lee Islands and snipe on Jacky Lee, Herekopare, Solomons and Green Islands 
(Miskelly, unpubl.). However, as unmodified Little So1,ander has enough habitat 
for about 50 pairs of fernbird, but no birds, it is doubtful that fernbirds ever 
occurred on the Solander Islands. There is some evidence that snipe were 
formerly on Little Solander Island (Blackburn 1965), where there is sufficie!lt 
habitat for 10-20 pairs. 



?he  ~ntroduction of uekd to bolander lsldnd more than 150 years ago 
ha5 apparently had a severe cftect on thz a ~ ~ t a u n a  Prwns, (;ommon D w n g  
Petrel dnd hlottled I'et~rl drr icdrce on 5olandt.r Island, and even Sooty 
Shearwdrer c h ~ t k s  Indy sutier prtiddt~on I,oopcr & .biorr~son 1984) Banded 
Rdd were probdbly prtwnt on %hnde~ Idand a\ they are knoun to have 
been dlspldced by wekd on murtonhlrd ~\ldnci\ off Stewdlt Island (Miskelly, 
unpubl.). 

'l'here IS evidelicc that Solai~clcr IalanJ iorlr~erly held a colony of L~tl le  
Shearwater (Falla 1948, Wilscm 1973). Being a winter or spring breeder it 
would have been pa~ticularly vulnerable to weka predation because of the lack 
of alternative prey. Even the decline in the numbers of Fiordland Crested 
Penguins since !948 may be because of weka, which take eggs of E.  pachyhjwchus 
(Miskelly, pen.  ob,. J. 

Solarder Island 1s a11 mportant hrccciing grounci for New Zealand fur 
aeal and Southern Buller's ~Clollynawk. Nearly half the population of L). b. 
hzclle~i breeds on the Solalders. 1.rtrle Solander Islal~ci is one id the few 
unnloditied isla~lds in the New Lealarid reglun 111 addtrion to the sniall gannet 
colonyj 1.1ttle Solander has a sigri~ficant c-oio~~) of (:amnion !Jiving Petrels. 

7 .  I lie expedit~u~i ro rhe Solander Idand\ was funded bv the Ikpartn~enr  
of Lar~ds and Survc.! arid o r g a ~ ~ i s d  hy Fioldland Natiorlal Park staff. We 
are grateful ro Bill Black for tlying us to a rd  frorn the islands. 

We thank Lorraine Cooper for drawing the maps and John Fennel1 
and Richard Holdaway for iriticising rhc. mdnusiript 

WYNSTON COOI'ER, L)epurrrnenr (,/ I.ilnd5 and ,\unr-v, I'O BOA 826, 
Inz~er~urg~l l ,  ( ,OI.lh' hll S K h L  L.Y, Drpurrmmr of Zoology, l ~~~~~~~~~~v 
of Cunrrrbuly, Prwure B y ,  Chrarrhurch, K I M  MORRISON m d  RON 
PEACOCK, Ftordland Nurtotzul I'urk, PO Box 29, Te Arzuu 



SHORT NOTES 

Observations on the food of the Southern Giant Petrel near 
Davis, Antarctica 

Hawker Island, 68"35'S, 77"501E, is '300 m off the mainland 7 km 
south of Davis, Antarctica. It has the southernmost breeding colony of Southern 
Giant Petrels (Mucronecres giganrcus), consisting of 30-40 pairs (Johnstone el 

(11. 1973). I collected boluses from the ground around the nests of giant petrels 
during banding visits in February 1984 and February 1985. The  boluses were 
washed bcfore sorting and were preserved in 70% ethanol for identification 
later. Bird components were identified by feathers and by comparison wi.:h 
skeletal material from known birds. Seal hair was identified by comparison 
with hair taken from dead and moulting seals. 

'The boluses contained remains of birds, seals and fish, birds being 
the most common (Table 1). Remains of Adklie Penguins (P~ygoscelis udeliac), 
Southern Fulmars (Fulmurus gluciuloides) and Snow Petrels (Pugodromu nizwz) 
occurred in 82'70, lo1% and 10% of boluses respectively. Fish remains occurrcd 
in 13% of boluses and remains of Weddell seals (Lepmnychotes zueddellz] in 
12% of boluses. 

TABLE 1 - Frequency of occurrence of food remains in boluses (n = 60 

B~rds 
Adel~e Pengu~n 
Southern Fulmar 
Snow Petrel 
Southern (S~lver-grey) Fulrnar 
Antarct~c Petrel 
Cape P~geon 
Wdson's Storm Petrel 

Mammals 
Weddell Seal 
Elephant Seal 

Other 
Cephalopod 
Nematode 
Stones 
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The  sampling method I used is inherently biased towards large prey 
with indigestible remains. Johnstone i1977), for example, found that fish, 
ccphalopods and crustaceans occurred less in boluses than in regurgitated 
stomach contents of both chicks and adult Southern Giant Petrels. 

Colonies of Adelie Penguins are on Hawker Island and surrounding 
islands, and so one would expect penguin remains to be a common item in 
boluses. Penguin remains were also the most common food item reported from 
Terre Adelic (Mougin 1968), Signy Island, South Orkney Islands (Conroy 
1972), Macquarie Island (Johnstone 1977) and South Georgia (Hunter 1983). 

Mammalian remains occurred in 15%) ofboluses. Mougin (1968) reported 
mammalian remains in 28(%1 of stomach contents, and Hunter (1983) reported 
them in 2% of chick regurgitations. Despite frequent visits to the main Weddell 
seal pupping site near Davis, I seldom saw giant petrels and never more than 
one at a time, whereas Conroy (1972) reported Weddell seals to be important 
in the diet at Signy Island. Hunter (1983), however, found few Southern Giant 
Petrels feeding on fur seal (Arclocephul~is guzellu) carrion at South Georgia, 
whereas he commonly found Northern Giant Petrels (Mucronecles hulli) at 
carcases. I observed a dcad elephant seal (Miroungu lconinu) near Davis which 
attracted about 30 giant petrels, but they removed only a small amount of 
the flesh and stayed for less than a week, a finding similar to those of Johnstone 
(1979) and Hunter (1983). 

Cephalopod remains were found in only two boluses (3%), which 
contrasts with frequencies of occurrence of 72% from Signy Island (Conroy 
1982) and 22% from continental Antarctica (Mougin 1968). Although cephalopod 
beaks may be represented less in boluses than in regurgitations (Johnstone 
1977 reported a frequency of 16% in boluses and 28% in regurgitations on 
Macquarie Island), the 3% reported here seems very low. The  availability of 
squid in the Davis area may therefore have been low. In food studies near 
Davis of Weddell seals, Emperor Penguins (Aptenodytes forszeri) (Green in 
press) and Addie Penguins, I found cephalopod remains less frequently than 
reported elsewhere. 

The frequency of fish in this study (13%) is higher than reported by 
Mougin (11%), Conroy (4'%), Johnstone (10%) and Hunter (6%). Fish vertebrae 
occurred in two boluses and were from benthic fish. 

The  Southern Fulmar remains in some boluses are of interest as the 
nearest colony of these birds is in the Rauer Islands, 25 km to the south. 
Boluses of the Antarctic Skua (Stercururim maccormicki) from sites close to 
Davis had no Southern Fulmar remains, whereas they were common in skua 
boluses at the Rauer Islands (pers. obs.). This information, together with 
sightings of giant petrels in the Rauer Islands, indicates that the terrestrial 
foraging range of giant petrels is greater than that of skuas within the Davis 
area. Whereas skua nests are mainly dispersed around bird colonies, where 
they defend feeding territories, giant petrels nest communally and presumably 
do not defend feeding sites. The  giant petrels may therefore have to forage 
further for their food. 

Acknozuledgernents 
I .  Macdonald, J. Duncan and G. W. Johnstone helped in the collection 

of boluses. G. F. van Tets provided skeletal material for comparison and 
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identified more difficult specimens. E,. J. Woehler and G.  W. Johnsto:~e 
commented on the manuscript. 
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K. GREEN, Antarctic Division, Chunncl Highway, Kingston, Tasmunia 7150, 
Australia 

A survey of the Lower Arawata River 
For 20 years I have been making periodic bird surveys of' the braided 

riverbeds of Central Otago and have often felt that a similar one of the Arawata 
was justified. The current banding programme fix the Banded Dotterel 
(Charadrius bicinctus) gave added incentive to the project as I anticipated f ind~ng 
some of them there. 

The Arawata arises in a huge catchment draining the western glacim 
and snowfields of the Main Divide immediately south of the Aspiring reg~on 
(including the Bonar Glacier of Mt  Aspiring itself), and it reaches the Tasman 
Sea at Neils Beach, a few kilometres north of the Jackson Bay settlement. 
(As with most South Westland rivers, the mouth is a well-frequenled 
whitebaiting area). The broad level valley of the lower Arawata begins where 
the river tumbles from the mouth of the formidable Ten-Hour Gorge, some 
50 km from the sea; the valley floor then varies in width from a few hundred 
metres to nearly 3 km, most of this (especially since 1979) being occup~ed 
by the shingly bed of the river itself. The grassy grazing flats and more or 
less stable scabweed islands and terraces have been considerably reduced in 
recent years by major flooding, especially 'old man' floods in the autumns 
of 1979 and 1982 and several weeks of persistent high flooding in the summer 
of 1984. These changes have undoubtedly affected bir~dlife, particularly Banc.ed 
Dotterels and oystercatchers, which prefer the 'stable' scabweed areas of 
riverbeds rather than the vast expanses of clean flood-washed shingle wt::ch 
now characterise this riverbed. For this reason the upper reaches (14 Nov 
in Table l), with smaller river volume and hence more traditional habitat intact, 
was the most productive of bird numbers and densities. 

Having failed in negotiations for a jetboat, I decided to fly into the 
valley. Even though three airstrips are marked on )map S.106, none is now 
usable because of the flooding mentioned above; landing is possible only on 
the shingle beaches of the riverbed itself, when water levels are low enough; 
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a dry spring this season made such an approach possible. We flew in a Cessna 
185 from Makarora airstrip and landed on the riverbed about 2 km below 
the Ten-Hour Gorge, walked u p  to the start of the flats and began to count 
at 10 a.m. on 14 November 1985. It  took 2'/2 days to reach the sea coasr. 
I believe this to be the first time that this river has been thoroughly examined 
for birdlife. 

Map reference: KZMS 1/S.97 Jackson Bay & 5.106 Aspiring. 

TABLE 1 - 
- -. - --- -- 

Date NUY 14 N O ~ .  I 5  %a. 16 

Times !iiOu-l,S!O 1l;10-1-30 (18111-1100 

Stretch covered M o ~ i h  ot E n -  Wbipra  Jnc. to Bridee r mouth & 
H~ur Gorge to %bin RLI t d g r  S i.12e 0: ,pi1 
Khpara Jnt. 

Distance (km) 17.5 21 - - 
1 . ?  

Weather Fix. i. &arm; O'cat. cud. calm O'cast. dull. cool. 
strong upwi ',\id !ghr upra! wind NW chorvcrc. 
I n  p.m. ~n p rn 

Visibility Encell:nt G o d  Pour 

Species Totals Comments 

Bl&haikcd Gull 3 24 99 15; Scattered thraughaur, hut no 
hreeding colonies 

C a y a n  Tern - I I Near river mouth 

Black Shag 9 3 I I 

Sported or Blue? - 8 S Roosting on N. spit: too distant to 
Shag detera~ne subspecies 

Paridlsc Duck 16: 113 I 281 Commonly palred, many with duck- 
lings: hronds of 4 to 12 seen. 

GIW Duck 11 I; 28 No broads seen. 
7 .!!alldrd 7 - 

S I.P.0 39 16 IY SJ Pairs throughout. mostly with 
nests or ch~cks 

braahlr 2 Near river mouth 
Ovcrerxcher 

Banded Dotterel I!! 84 I I !I8 Mostly u.ith (hicks - at least 9 at 
flying stage 

Spur-wmged Plover 64 34 10; Mostly with chicks 

Pckrko 6 6 About 1 km above hr~dge 03 true 
r~ght 

Haxier 1 1 7 

Falw I I 

Welcome Slwllou. - 7 I 3 See under 'Discuss~on' 

Recorded but not tallied 
On the riverbed: Yellowhammer, Chaffinch, Starling, Skylark 
In adjacent scrubiforest communities: Blackbird, Song Thrush, NZ Pigeon, Kaka, Kea 
( 1  1, Tui, Bellbird, Shining Cuckoo. Long-tailed Cuckoo, Tomtit, Fantail, Grey Warbler, 
Silvereye, Morepork 
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Results 
1. On the valley floor, and compared with most Ct.ntr.al Otago riverbeds, t h m  

was a notable absence of Redpoll, Pipit, White-backed Magpie, Pied S t ~ l t ,  
Black-billed Gull, Shoveler, Canada Chose, Black Swan, White-faced Heron, 
and Rlaok-fronted Tern. 
There ac re  vast areas of typical \XJrybill habitat, but none were seen. Near 
the river mouth and on the spit we might h a w  expected U'hite-fronted 
Tern and Red-billed Gull. However, the south sidc is relatirely unstable 
and subject to spring-tide flooding; the north sidc looked more promising 
in stability and vegetative cover but, owing to the size of the river, \,;as 
inaccessible to us. 

2. Density for all species lumped together was approximately as follows: 
Day I: 26 birds/krn 
Day 2: 13/km 
Day 3: 20/km (bur m o d y  mobile Black-basked Gr.llls; without them dcnkity 
was 7ikrni 
The down-valley decline was due mostly to h.abitat deterioration from 
flooding. 

3. Paradise Shelducks were the most numerous species; they are obviously 
thriving and breeding very successfully, broods of up to 12 being recorded. 
Although Black-backed Gulls were scattered throughout, we \!ere surprised 
to find neither solitary nests nor breeding colonic:,. 
South Island Pied Oystercatchers were in reasonable numbers and breeding 
successfully; we checked most of them for leg bands but found none. We 
werc pleasantly surprised to find a considerable number of Banded Dortcrels; 
most had chicks, but a few full i-egg clutches were seen. At least r~ine 
chicks had reached the flying stage. R M  caught and colour-banded one 
female adult and two near-flying chicks. PC saw an adult male, colour- 
banded and orangedyed, on the river bed opposire the Callery Hut 
(44 "O9.5'S, I68 "42.5'E), mated with an unbaniied kmale. More than O O Y  
of the adult Banded Dottcrels were checked for leg bands. 

4. Two Welcome Swallows werc seen by Dh.1 and PC ilying over mal,shy 
ground and resting on fcnce posts in the vicinity of Callery Hut.  C'ln a 
horizontal beam in5ide a Iean-ro of this old hu-t was one nest contailling 
two eggs, and a second half-built nest of datnp mud. h single bird was 
flying among the cottages at Neik Beach near the river mouth. 

I thank Don Morrison of ,4lexandra and ]Richard Maloney, \Piildlife 
Assistant, Lake Tekapo, for their valuablt. field assistance; the Council of 
the Ornithological Society of Nea  Zealand for a grant towards expenses 
incurred; and Mount Aspiring Kational Park staff at Makarora for .-oad 
transport on the return journey. 
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R. W. Jackson, W. R. Jackson, J.  A. F. Jenkins,P. Jcnner, K. Jenscn, B. Keeley, 
S. Kelton, P. C. M. Latham, D. A.  Lawric, R. Leask, J .  R. Lcathwick, 
J.  L. Lloyd, A .  Loman, M. Loveday, 'I'. G.  Lovegrove, V. Lonrie, 
A. McCutchcon, I. G. McLean, C. I:. McRae, P. iliayhill, P. and K.  Miller, 
C. M. Miskelly, G.  J. Moon, J. L. and M. Moore, G .  I .  Nicholson, F. Nieualand, 
h4. O'Connor, M.  Olsen, D. J .  Onley, R. Pierce, A. Plant, K. G. I'owlesland, 
E. E. Pratt, A. S. Riegen, H. A. Robertson, H. Rook, S. Kowe, A. Roxburgh, 
I .  and I,. Sangster, A. C. Saxby, C. Schischka, B. Searlc, B. H. Seddon, 
M. Sibley, R. B. Sibson, M. Skinner, C. K. and P. M.  Slack, R. S. Slack, 
A. 1'. Sladc, M.  C.  Smale, I .  C. Southey, R. Springer, J. E. Staniland, A. Stewart, 
H .  Stewart, J. and M. Stoneham, P. H.  Syms, IM. K. Tarburton, B. iC1. Taylor, 
F. J .  Taylor, ,\I. J .  Taylor, A. J. D. and B. A. Tcnnyson, R. 'Thomas, C. 
F. Thompson, P. Thompson, K. V. Todd, 0. C.  Torr, S. .rowle, J. Trollope, 
M. and P. W. 'Twydle, J .  Crquhart, T. Vandervoorn, C. R.  Veitch, J .  Walsby, 
K .  K'alshe, 1). M .  Walter, K. J. Wasley, J .  P. C. Watt, W. A. Watters, C. Welsh, 
R. M. Wcston, K.  E. V17hecldon, B. Woolcy, B. J .  Zuur. E. & O.E. 

Abbreviations: asl. above sea level; BOP. Bay of Plenty; B.  Beach; 
E. estuary; FP. Forest Park; FoT. Firth of Thames; H. Harbour; HQ. 
Headquarters; irnm/s. irnmaturds; juv/s. juvenile/s; I .  Island; L.  Lake; 
Lag. Lagoon; NP, National Park; Pen. Peninsula; Res. Reserve; R. Kirer; 
SF. State Forest; SP. Sewage Ponds; [ .  . . ]  Reports not yet received by Rare 
Birds Committee. 

NOTE: Manukau Harbour and FoT census dates are in July 1985. 
BKOWN K I W I  A p c e r y  uatrulis 

Maunganui Bluff, 1 dead on beach on 22/9 (PM). Tapora, releases 
of birds from Northland, I on 18/8, 2 on 13/10 (KW]. Ponui I., Hauraki 
Gulf', calling in dense bush on 6,7/4 IMJT). 

BLUE PENGUIN Eu&pcu1u minor 
Sandspit to Little Barrier, 98 on 28/12 (TGL).  Waitarerc B., 1 tangled 

in fishing net on 23/12 (BA). 
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NEW ZEALAND DABCHICK I'nffLi.pc Y I ~ / O E P C . T ~ S  
i\upouri Pen.. 32 on Jan, survei- ( N H i .  Round Hill L chain, 4 on 

23'2; Burgess' I,, Te hlaire. 2 on 24,'2. 1- \Xrairiui, h on 24/2 Th4 ,  KN,j. 
L Otoroa and adjacent lakes of' S Kaipara Head: 33 plus 1 chick on OSKZ 
survey on 10/2 iMJT) Tuakau 9P, 1 on No. I pond on 21 :4 (BR:I. Hamilton. 
University I-, 1 on 25/5 {FN) :  Rosr Garden, l on 1815 !AT,). L Rotor~  a, 
Moknia I, I on 19/5 {PR'I. Tongariro R .  below K1hitikau conflurnce, 1 $m 
10/6 iKrA). Matata I q ,  1 an I "h  TCMI . ' .  Thornton Lag, 6 on 3 i 5  and 
30/6 {RMW). Westshore Lag census, 4 on 14i7; I, Tutira, 6 on 15'3; Te 
Awanga Ids, 9 nn 20/4 (KV1'1. Te Mahanga, 2 on l'i'6 (JI.L, CFM,  KVI'j. 
Pohangina R end No 1 line. ? adults, 2 chi,.:ks on 3/2 IRIW). L Purirru, 
6 on 17/11. Wallingford, 2 pairs in roadside swamp iBI)Hj. Waitorara E. I 
on l/6; Westmere farm pond, 1 on '27/'4 (PH). Marton SP. 2 on 22/10 IRDII), 
L Horowhenua, c. 60 on 25ih; Uhau R ,  lake near mouthl 10 on 28/7; (WRJ). 
Waitarere corner, south beside SHI,  2 from Jan to Mar (JLM, ,MM, WRJ). 
Foxton No. 1 L, 7 on l / 1  (JLM, M>M). Masterton SP, 21 on 9/9, 31 on 
27/1. Waingawa SP. 4 on 27/1. I . .  Wairnngomai. 8 on 27/7. 12 on 3 / 3 ;  Ohau 
I3 lag, 8 on 27/7, 2 nn 2.'3; 1, Papaitnngs, 0 on 271'7 (IHDH). 

AUSTRALIAN LITTI*E GREBE F~-h-vhupr~ts nor~aeho1Zandiue 
L Wahakari, 2 on 1/11 IVH). Reservoir L, I on 2711 (AVH). L Kerl-ra 

South, South Kaipara Head, 1 on 10/2 RAE). 1 on 1V2 I K R R ,  ht JT). 
WANDERING ALBATROSS I>it~m~dc.a ~suluns  

Otane, 1 blown inland during easterly galc on 16?3, successfully released 
(HR). Foxton R, 1 dead on B i l O  i JI .M,  hlhl\. 
ROYAL ALBA'TKOSS I). epornt~phora 

L Wairarapa, I blown inland during southerly storm, sitting in 
backwater, flew off strongly towards the middle nf  he lake after first hitting 
a fence, 19/5 (RGP. HAR). 
NEW ZEALAND BLACK-BROWED MC)I.LYMAWK 

D. melcrnnphr~s irnpiwidr~ 
Papamoa, 1 adult blown ashnre on V 7 ,  died soon after; Mt Maunganui, 

1 sub adult frcshlv dead on 31 1 2  PCIII,. K.F,. 

B U L L E T S  MOLLYMAWK D. hulleri 
Hukuwai B, 1 dead on 2 3 i 9  iWhlH).  

G I A N T  P E T R E L  Murronecres sp. 
Kapier foreshorr, I wearing a iCape 'Town hand, in an exhausted snte, 

2/5 ( K V T ) .  Wanganui, Castlecliff, 1 paving on 3/10 (PB). Foxton R, 1 flying 
north on 71'10; Ngauranga, singlt. birds on 141'9 and N/'1 (JLM, N[M) 

CAPE PIGEON Dapteon supense 
Dargaville West Coast, I ashore alive on 518 (PM). East Coast Bays, 

Auckland, 1 heading seaward on 22/7 iTGI,). 

GREY-FACED PETREL Prerodrorna macroprera 
Murimotu I, I found dead among flax on 21/10 (PM, KM). Dragon's 

Mouth Cove. Hen I, numerous overhead after dark on 8/7, noisy overhead 
on 24-2714; Stanley I, a common breeding species, eggshells lying akout 
suggested that eggs had hatched on 20-23/7 {TGL). 
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SOFT-PLUMAGED PETREL P. mollis 
Hukuwai B, 1 dead on 13/11 (WMH, PCML). 

COOK'S PETREL P. cookii 
Little Barrier I, western side, scores on 5/12, large numbers on 13/12; 

Takatu to Little Barrier I, 125 on 28/12, hundreds on 11/1; Maori Passage, 
Kawau Bay end, not often seen but 1 flying seaward on 11/1; Little Barrier 
I to Leigh, 44 on 7/2; Great Barrier I, Port Fitzroy, calls of incoming birds 
heard after dark on 13/2; Little Barrier I, an occupied burrow near the foot 
of the Valley Track hill only 50 m asl. 

In summer 1984-85 (TGL). Te Ahumata, 2 corpses near the old silver 
mines on 11/5 (PM, KM). 

KERGUELEN PETREL P. brevirostris 
Dargaville West Coast, alive on beach on 5/8 (PM, KM). 

BLUE PETREL Halobaena caeruleu 
Dargaville West Coast, alive on beach on 5/8 (PM, KM). 

LESSER BROAD-BILLED PRION Pachyprila vittata 
Dargaville West Coast, 2 alive on beach on 5/8 (PM, KM). 

ANTARCTIC PRION P. salvini 
Dargaville West Coast, 2 alive on beach on 5/8 (PM, KM). 

NARROW-BILLED PRION I? belcheri 
Dargaville West Coast, alive on beach on 5 %  (I'M, KM). 

FAIRY PRION P. turtur 
Dargaville West Coast, alive on beach on 5 i 8  (PM, KM). 

GREY PETREL Procellaria cinerea 
Foxton B, several parties of 5 or 6 passing north on 6/10, 50 passing 

north on 23/1 (JLM, MM). 
BLACK PETREL P. parkinsoni 

Cape Barrier to Cuvier I, up to 5 following astern of Te Ra  on 19/2; 
Takatu to Little Barrier I, several following astern on 28/3 (TGL, EB). 
Hirakimata, one at 6.10 p.m. at the summit on 2/5, droppings of others seen 
along Palmer's Track on 3/5 (PM, KM). 

WESTLAND BLACK PETREL P. westlandica 
Wanganui South B, 1 after 2 days of gales on 16/5 (PB). 

FLESH-FOOTED SHEARWATER Puffinus carneipes 
Leigh to Little Barrier, c. 280, some on the water among dolphins 

(Delphinus), on 7/2; Cape Barrier, c. 8 km to the east, a swirl of c. 1000, 
some taking small silvery fish c. 100 mm in length on 19/2 (TGL). 

BULLER'S SHEARWATER P. bulleri 
Leigh to Little Barrier, 88 on 7/2 (TGL). 

SOOTY SHEARWATER P. griseus 
Dargaville West Coast, 1 km offshore on 16/3 (PM). Leigh to Little 

Barrier, 4 singles heading north on 7/2 (TGL). Wanganui, South B, C. 8 
close inshore after 2 days of gales on 3/9 (PB). 
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FLUTTERING SHEARWATER P govia 
Bream Head to Hen I ,  quite common on 8/7; Tiritiri Matangi I, just 

south c. 30 on 22/7 (TGL). Great Barrier I, large flocks at various points 
from Miners Head to Cape Barrier in May (PM, KM). Coromandel Pen, 
north of Colville, c. 1000 feeding offshore on 4/7; Motokawau, 25 on 9/11 
(JB). Fo'T, off Wharekawa, some thousands in rafts and hundreds flying up 
and down in great lines after a storm on 24/2 (BB, BJB, ND). Foxton El, 
recorded offshore from Dec to Jan, maximum count 1200/hour passing south 
on 24/2; Pt Nicholas, present intermittently from 1.4 July to 24 Oct, max 
c, 500 on 3/9, c. 50 in Jan and c. 300 after storms on 17/5 (JLM, MM). 

LITTLE SHEARWATER I? ussirnilis 
Hen I, 3 heading south on 8/7; Dragon's Mouth Cove, Hen I, od'i 

birds calling before dawn on 10/7, quite vocal overhead after dark on 24- 
27/4; Stanley I ,  vocal overhead with a few coming ashore after dark, some 
eggshells near small burrow entrances, appeared to belong to this species on 
24-30/7 (TGL). 

WHITE-FACED STORM PETREL Pelugudrornu rnurinu 
Little Barrier I to Takatu, 8 on 20/8, 4 on 1 [ / I ;  Little Barrier I to 

Leigh, 7 on 13/12; Takatu to Little Barrier I, 9 on 28/12 (TGL). Coromandd 
Pen, The Cow I, nesting in hundreds, one headless on 1/12 (DMW). 

DIVING PETREL Pelecunnides urinurrix 
Bream Head to Hen I, 69 on 8/7; Taurikura to Hen I, c. 250 on ll/i'; 

Leigh to Little Barrier I, 6 on 5/11 (TGL). 

AUSTRALASIAN GANNET Sulu bassuna serratnr 
Muriwai, Motutara, top already packed, 2 pairs prospecting mainland 

cliff on 9/9 (RBS). Muriwai, mainland cliff, 10 on eggs 7/1 (JES), 7 fluff,y 
chicks in Feb (MJT). Horuhoru I, Hauraki Gulf, c. 2000 at the colony on 
11/11; Manukau H census, 21 winter (BB). FoT, c. 14 feeding offshore on 
31/12 (PB). Kawhia H, 7 on 23/6; Raglan H, 1 on 23/6 (FN). Waverle:y 
B, c. 20 fishing on 1/6 (PB). Foxton B, recorded all months except Feb anti 
May, 5 and 1 imm on 5/4; Wellington H, 11 on 23/4 (JLM, MM). 

BLACK SHAG Phulucmcorux curho 
Manukau H census, summer 3, winter 63; FoT census, summer 58, 

winter 82 (BB). Tuakau, Waikato R, colony in kahikateas, 15 adults, 8 juvs 
nearly flying on 17/11 (JVD); many with white breeding patches, much loud 
croaking, a few large imms on 21/4 (BB). Hamilton L, 8 on 14/10, 16 on 
23/2, 3 on 27/4 (MBa). Aotea H, 4 on 24/11; Kawhia H, 8 on 24/11, 11 
on 23/6 (FN). Taharoa, L Rotoroa, 1 on 6/1; L Harihari, 3 on 9/1 (SC). 
L Arapuni, abundant on 28/12; L Ohakuri, 163 including c. 40 juvs on 19/ 1 
(ASR). Matata, Awaiti Wetlands, c. 30 occupied nests on willow bushes 011 

19/8; Kaituna Cut, c. 4 occupied nests in a Pied Shag colony by Kaitunii 
R on 11/11 (PCML). Waiaua R mouth, 5 on 27/5 ('WMH). Westshore, 60 
on census 14/7; Waitangi, 39 on census 14/7; Tuki Tuki E, 2 on census 14/7, 
c. 75 on 9/5 (KVT). Tuki Tuki R and Waipawa R, 25 on 30/11; Tutaekuri 
R, 23 on 3/12 (WSC). L. Poukawa, 16 on 17/6 (KVT). Foxton, Whirokino, 
colony of c. 45 (JLM, MM). Lake Wairarapa, max 68 on 30/12 (HAR). 



1986 NORTH ISLAND 99 

PIED SHAG l? z~urius 
Te Huka Stream, 17 roosting in 2 pohutukawas at night 20-22/10; Cape 

Karikari, 48 on 13/4; Oruaea Bay, Whananaki South, 27 on 26/8, 8 nests, 
5 with I adult, 2 with 2 adults, I unoccupied (PM, KM). Stead Bay, Hen 
I, 3 below beacon on 8/7 (TGL).  Great Barrier I, Waikaro Point, colony 
on southern side on 30/4; Medlands B, colony with 10 nests on 715 (PM, 
KM).  Manukau H census, summer 94, winter 187; FoT census, summer 23, 
winter 30; Maioro Lookout, Waikato R, 45 on Sand I and c. 20 upriver on 
19/8 (BB). Coromandel Pen, north side Kirita H, 15-20 nests, standing 
apparently young awaiting parents on 8/12 (JB); Te Kourna, 10 nests in 
pohutukawas on 1/12 (DMW). Ohope Spit, 26 on 7/2 (RMW). Petone- 
Ngauranga, 1 on 4/2 (JLM, MM). 

LITTLE BLACK SHAG l? sulcirostris 
Hobson Bay, Auckland, roosting flock of c. 45,2 with L Rotorua bands, 

on 15/5 (MJT). Manukau H census, winter 206; FoT census, summer 8, winter 
154; Maioro Sand Mine, near Waikato R mouth, 75 on 19/8; FoT, Access 
Bay, 16 on 1/9 (BB). Manukau H, Waimahia Inlet, 58 on 11/8 (KJF). FoT, 
Wharekawa, 18 in shingle ponds on 16/7 (AJG). Coromandel Pen, Te Kouma 
H, 2 nests on 1/12 (DMW). Hamilton L, 2 on 14/10, 6 on 23/2, 1 on 27/4 
(MBa). Raglan H, 1 on 23/6 (FN). L Arapuni, 1 on 28/12 (ASR). Taharoa, 
L. Nukumiti, 3 on 6/1 (SC). L Taupo, Tauranga-Taupo R Mouth, 160 flying 
past after communal fishing on 10/3 (PG). Nukuhou R, Upper Ohiwa H, 
40 on 5/7; Ohiwa H, 85 on 2/6 (WMH). Waitangi census, 100 on 14/7, 25 
on 3/11; Ahuriri E, 59 on census 3/11, c. 100 on 3/2; Tukituki E census, 
30 on 3/11 (KVT). Wanganui, Virginia L, 7 on 20/2; Wanganui, 40 on 13/5 
(PB). L Horowhenua, 20 on 18/8 (WRJ). Manawatu E and Loop, present 
all months max 67 on 5/5; Petone-Ngauranga, 13 on 6/7, c. 15 from 4/2 
to 17/4 (JLM, MM). 

L1TTI.E SHAG P. nzelunolcucos hrevirostris 
Manukau H census, summer 8, winter 32; FoT census, summer 4, winter 

8 (BB). Hamilton L,  2 on 14/10, 23 on 23/2, 25 on 27/4 (MBa). Kawhia 
H,  2 on 23/6, 1 on 24/11; Aotea H, 1 on 24/11, 1 on 23/6 (FN). Taharoa, 
L.. Nukumiti, 5 on 6/1, L; Harihari, 1 on 9/1 (SC). L Ohakuri, 21 on 19/1 
(ASR). Matata, Awaiti Wetlands, c. 30 in willow bushes but not occupying 
nests on 19/8 (PCML). Ahuriri E census, 49 on 14/7, 19 on 3/11; Waitangi, 
10 on census 14/7; Tukituki E, c. 3 on census 14/7 (KVT). Tukituki R and 
Waipawa R, 15 on 30/11; 8 on 3/12 (WSC). Wanganui, L Westmere, 6 pairs 
nesting in new colony on 16/9, 16 on 22/9, colony abandoned on 25/11 (OCT). 
Petone-Ngauranga, 31 on 19/6 (JLM, MM). 

SPOTTED SHAG Stictocurho punctuzus 
Onehunga, 5 on groyne on 1/7 (RBS). Manukau H census, winter 6; 

FoT census, summer 70, winter 26; FoT, Tawhitokino, 2 on 26/8; Tarata Point, 
109 on 25/2, 55 on 28/6 (BB). Coromandel Pen, Motokawau I, 50 adults, 
12 nests, also on ledges of adjoining islets on 9/11; Motuokino (Shag Rock), 
large colony with many juvs on 10/11; The Cow I, c. 100 on 10/11; Kirita 
H, many juvs on 8/12 (JB). Clive sewer outfall, 19 in prenuptual plumage 
on 28/7 (JLL, KVT). Black Reef, 13 on 28/8 (BMT, KVT). Waikanae E, 
since 1981 frequent in small numbers from late Mar to mid-Sep, 1 on 18/12 
(AJDT). Petone-Ngauranga, singles on 5/11, 28/11 and 191'6 (JLM, MM). 
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WH ITE-FA<XD HEKON Artletr iro~~t~hollunJictr 
Great Exhibition Bay, 3 on 1615 (BHS). Paua, 31 on 28/10; Rarawa 

B, 9 on 24/6; Henderson Bay, 10 on  24/6; Kowhai B, 12 on 26/1; Rangaunu 
H,  29 on 30/6 (AVH). Little Barrier I ,  1 at edge ot' floodwaters on thc llat 
on 19/8 (TGL).  Manukau H census, wmmer 199, winter 204; FoT census, 
surnmcr 159, winter 118 (BB). Karaka shellbanks, c. 65 on 10/11 (SJD, AR), 
84 on 5/5 (BB, DGB). Raglan H, 11 on 23/6; Kawhia H, 18 on 24/11, 20 
on 23/6; Aotea H, 43 on 241'1 l (FN) .  Matahui, 25 on ;!5/11, 55 on 8/6 (I'CML). 
Ahuriri E, 26 on census 14/7, 3 1  on census 3/11 (KVI'),  c. 40 ir~cluding juvs 
on 31/12 (hi.l'C, CFM).  Tukituki R and Waipawa R, 61 on 30/11 (WSC). 
Hokio B Rd, 58 on 16/6 (WRJ). Lake K'airarapa, 47 on 25/11 (HAR). 

WHITE HERON E g r ~ r / a  r~lbo 
Te Kao, 1 on 23/6; Houhora Heads, 2 on 23/6 (AVH). Port Waikzto 

vicinity, 2 on 18/8 (BR, PB), 1 on 25/11 (DMW).  ~Coromandel Pen, Wyrma 
Bay, 1 in pine tree in Dec (JB). Waikato R, Rangiriri, 1 on 12/6 (PA). L.  
Whangape, 1 with White-faced Herons on 13/7 (AR). Matata, 2 on 19/8, 
1 on 1/6, 2 on 9/6 (PCMI.). Waiaua R mouth, 1 on 27/5; Whakatane R 
mouth, 1 on 1/6; Waioeka R mouth, 1 on 17/6 (WMH).  Tukituki E, I on 
21/7, 1 on 25/5; Ahuriri E, 1 on 8 / 6  (MT, PWT).  Clive, 1 on 9/10 (ARG, 
KVT). L*. Hatuma, 1 on 18/5 (CFM). L Horowhenua, 2 from July to 31,'lO 
(WRJ). Manawatu E and Loop, 1 from July to Oct, 1 in May (JLM, MM). 
Nukumaru, L Waikato, usually 2 each year (PB). 

REEF HERON E. sucre 
Taurikura, Whangarei H, 2 on Calliope I ,  1 on adjacent beach on 11/7 

(TGL).  Kuakaka E, 1 on 10/5 (BHS). Brown's I ,  Hauraki Gulf; 2 on 17,'12 
(PB). Te Arai, Mangawhai, and Tamaki E, reports of single birds (MJ'I'). 
Tryphena H, Puriri Bay, 1 on 11/5 (PM, KM). Awhitu Pen, Hudson's Ray, 
2 on 21/11 (JI'). FoT, Tawhirokino. 1 on 26/8 (BB,, JVD); Kawakawa Ray, 
2 in Sep (MO); Waharau, 1 on 28/6 (HB); Kaiaua, I on 14/4 (GMHP).  Port 
Waikato, 1 on 10/2 (KJF). Coromandel Pen, Stony 13ay, 1 from 5-14/4 (VL); 
Kikowhakarere Bay, 2 resident (DH); Wilson's Bay., 2 resident; Coromandel 
H, 2 on 11/10; Motokawau I, 1 on 9/11 (JB). Opoutere, 1 on 25/12 (BB). 
Thames Coast, Tapu, 1 on 6/4 ( C M h I ) .  Raglan H, 1 on 23/6; Kawhia H, 
1 on 24/11, 2 on 23/6 (FN).  Whakatane Heads, 1 on 30/1; Ohiwa H,  1 on 
3/3, 2 in June (RMW, WMH).  Opotiki, Tirohanga Stream, I on 9/7, Waiotahi 
E, 1 on 27/7; Waiaua E, 2 on 21/11, 1 on 27/5; Waioeka R mouth, 1 on 
17/6 (WMH).  Ahuriri E, 1 on census 14/7 (KVT), 1 on 6/1 (ACS). Blackhead 
B, 1 on 23/2 (CFM). Kairakau, 2 on 17/3 (BMT). Pctone-Ngauranga, singles 
on 10 dates from 10/9 to 9/4; Pauatahanui, 2 on 8/7 (JLM, MM).  

CATTLE EGRET Ruhztlcus ibis 
Kaitaia, 30 on 30/10 (PCM). Tc Kao, c. 80 on 7/11 (ML); 4 on 10/'12 

(PA, MB). Waipapakauri, 70 on 30/10, 30 on 2/5 [PCM). Far North, first 
record 15/4, maximum 126 on 3/7, last record 11/12 (AVH, PA, MB). Ruakaka 
Rd, Marsden Point, 5 on 11/5 (BHS). Orewa, I6 Ion 27/6 (JED). Parakai, 
45 on 2216 (CE). Mangere Ponds, 5 on 29/6/84 (CS): 6 on 9/6 (GIN). Mangere, 
Ambury Farm Park, 5 on 6/6, one of which was standing guard over the 
corpse of a dead bullock chasing others off (RBS, JAFJ, T G L ) .  FoT census, 
summer 90, winter 81; birds appear to make 1andf:all Apr/May at Waikxto 
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R mouth and then move to Rangiriri (HB). Piako, c. 90 on 28/10 (RBS). 
Waitakaruru, 6 in breeding plumage on 27/11 (DGB). Piako, 2 on 23/5 (JAB). 
Corornandel Pen, Ohui, 3 on 14/6 (HS). Aka Aka, Parry's Farm, 16 on 20/5, 
stayed 4 days (AS). Ngatea, c. 80 on 5/9 (1)H). L .  Rangiriri, c. 150 on 21/5 
(BJZ). Rangiriri, Churchill Rd East, Holme'a Farm, 200+, including an all- 
white bird with a metal hand, 28/8 (BDH, HAR), 170 on 27/5 (ASR). L. 
Waahi, 3 on 12/7 (AK). Hamilton, Rotutuna, 16 on 24/6 (BK). Patcrangi, 
3 on 22/5; I> Ngaroto, 14 on 14/5 (KL)). N'aikawaua, 4 on 10/8 (RK). North 
of Tauranga-'1Bupo R, 2 with sheep on 12/6 (WKJ). Papamoa, 1 in garden 
probably resting after a storm on 15/8; Kaituna Cut, 4 on 9/6, 12 later in 
June (PCML, IIGB). Awaiti, 3 in breeding dress on 24/11, 22 on 8/6 (RMW, 
WMH).  Kukumoa, Opotiki, 15 on 11/8, 16 on 19/10 and 15/11, 3 on 20/5, 
I 1  on 8/7 (WMH).  Meeanee, 6 on 12/7, 3 on 8/6 (KVI., MI; I'WT). Fernhill, 
14 on census 26/8; Tc Hauke, 6 on 20/1 (KVT). Waipukurau racecourse, 
5 on 26/5; L Hatunla, 10 or) 816 ICMF), 9 on 17/11 (BIIH). Foxton, south 
on S H I ,  39 including 2 with hands on lh/7 (RAC, SEC). L Horowhenua, 
maximum 83 on 30/9; Foxton, south, rnaximum 82 on 30/8 W R J ,  MO). 
Manawatu E ,  c. 40 from July to Nov with a maximum of 85 on 6/10, 26 
oversummering at Whirokino, then 90 at Oturoa Rd on 15/6 ( JLM,  M M ) .  
Whangaehu, I3 on 19/9; Kai Iwi, 10 on Y/9 (Oct). Longburn, 1 on 25/5 
and Ib/h (MK'I'). Nukutnaru, 17 on 20/10 with beef cattle by main road (R1)II). 

AUS'I'RALASIAN BITTERN Horuzrrus po i~ i lopr~ lus  
Awanui, 1 crossing SH 1, froze, then retreated into jwamp on 6/5 IPCM). 

I ,  Half, Ngataki, 1 on 2711; I, Waihopo, 2 on 27/1 (PM, KM).  Ngakapua 
L, 1 on 27/1 (AVH). Keservoir L, Sweetwater, 2 on 27/1 IJS, MS).  I. northwest 
of Round Hill, 2 on 23/2; l'ikinui, 1 on lh/3; I, Wainui, 1 on 24/2 (PM, 
K M ) .  Coromandel I'm, Opouterc, 2 on 25/1 (JW).  Kyburn's Lag, 9 in July 
(AR). Ohincwai, Black I., 1 on 6/2 (BJZ).  .Ii. Kore, I on 14/5, L Ngaroto, 
2 on 14/5 (RLI). I*. Rotoehu, Soda Spring\, 1 booming early p.m. on 14/1; 
I- N'hakamaru, 2 booming carly p.m. on 31/8 (I'H). I'pper Hydro L Hinemaiaia 
K ,  1 on 31/12 (WAW). Ohiwa H, h'ukuhou E, 1 on 9/7, 3 on 3/5, 1 on 
6/5 (KMW, WMH).  L Oinga, single bird\ on  6 occasions in winter (JGH, 
KMH).  South of Himitangi Radio Station, 1, no date iL.(:). Foxton, The Loop, 
booming heard in I I rc  and single birds in Jan and Feb (JLM, h lh l ) .  L 
Horowhenua, I on 15/12 IWKJ). 

GLOSSY IBIS l'legudis /ulc.inellus 
(:oromandel Pen, Ring's Kd, 1 in E several times in surnnier (EEP). 

Foxton Loop, 3 on 6/10, 8/10, 26/12 IJLM, MM, MO, WRJ).  

ROYAI. S1'00NBII.L I'laruleu regill 
Kangaunu H, '3 on 18/8 (AVH); b on 11/5 (BHS). Mangere Inlet, 

Onehunga, on pile at wharf among Black-backed Gulls on 117 (RBS). Whitford, 
Broomfield Rd, 1 on 1/5 I JBI)). Manurcwa, Wattlc Downs, 1 on 7-9/5 (TV, 
MS). (;oromandel H, 2 on 16/4, 3 later iS'1, JB). I. Waahi, 1 on 10/11 (1:JT). 
Raglan II cauxway, I on 3/3 (BW). Hamilton, Waikato R, Howell Ave, 3 
sccn regularly IFN). 'l'hornton Lag, 2 on 3/5 (RMW).  Cape Kidnappers, 1 
among Gannets on 13/1 (MT, PWT).  Tukituki E, 1 with Black-backed Gulls 
on 20/12 (KV'I'j. Westshore Lagoon, I 1  on 5/5 ('1-B). Ahuriri E, 7 on 8/4, 
8 on 29/6 (ALH,  M'I; 1'WTj. Manawatu E, present July to Nov and Mar 
to June, 37 on 4/5 (JLh4, M M ) ,  23 on 30/6 (W'RJ, hlO). 
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M U T E  SWAN (;ygnus olor 
Hamilton L, 2 on 14/10, 1 on 23/2, 1 on 27/4 (MBa). L Pouka~la ,  

10 on 17/6 (KVT). Wanganui, Virginia L,  6 on 1/9, 2 chicks raised, 1 bird 
with broken wing taken to the vet then released (PB). 

BLACK SWAN C:. u r r m s  
Tuakau SP, 8 on 21/4 (PB). Hamilton L, 46 including 10 juvs on 14/10, 

123 including 4 juvs on 23/2, 80 on 27/4 (MBa). Kawhia H, c.1250 on 28/5 
(FN) .  Taharoa, L. Nukumiti, 95 on 6/1; L Rotoroa, 170 on 6/1; L Rototapu, 
3 including 1 juv on 6/1; L Harihari, 19 including 14 juvs on (>/I (SC). L 
Ohakuri, 10 on 19/1 (ASR). I, Tutira, c.500 on 10/3 (JGH, KVT). Ahuriri 
E, 72 on census 3/11. 95 on 3/6, 130 on 14/7 (KVT: M'I; PWT). L Purin-a, 
135 on 17/11, (BDH). Foxton Loop, c.100 in Aug; Foxton No.] L, c.70 3n 
5/4; Whirokino, a pair with 4 cygnets on 28/10 (JLNL, MM).  L Horowhenua, 
c.500 in April; Whirokino, 40 in April (WRJ, MO). Wanganui, Kaitoke, 38 
adults with 7 cygnets on 3/9, 72 adults with 23 cygnets on 28/10 (OCT). 
Pt Nicholas, 1 on 24/10; Petone - Ngauranga, 1 on 31/10 and 6/11 (JLIM, 
MM). 

CANADA GOOSE Brunra cunudensis 
Tuakau SP, pair on 21/4 (BB). 1, Waikare, 6 on 22/10 (PB). L Waahi, 

21 on 10/11 (FJT). Hamilton L, 3 on 14/10, 23/2 and 27/4 (MBa). Taharoa, 
I, Rotoroa, 6 on 6/1 (SC). Hinemaiaia R, Upper Hydro L,  c.200 on 13/12 
after steady increase in recent years (WAW). Kaituna (Cut, c.11 on 24/11; Little 
Waihi, 58 on 9/6 (PCML). Matata, 2 on 24/11 (RMW). Ahuriri E, 1 on 
census 3/11 (KVT). Ngaruroro R, 1 on 1/12 (WSC). L Hatuma, 1 on 17/11 
(BDH). L Horowhenua, 3 all year (WRJ). Foxton No 1 I,, 2 on 1/1 and 
26/1 (JLM, M M )  Wanganui R, I on 29/6 (OCT). I, Wairarapa, 42 on 9/2 
(HAR). 

PARADISE SHELDUCK Tudornu zwieguru 
Aupouri Pen, Jan survey, 807; Karikari Pen, Jan survey, 82 (AVII). 

Little Barrier I, a male on floodwaters on 19/8 (TGL) .  Great Barrier I, Okiwi 
Airstrip, Claris Aerodrome, Kaitoke B, large groups in April, May (PM, KAI). 
Mataitai, 17 on 28/10; Mangatangi Dam, 1 pair with 4 well grown ducklirgs 
on 2/12 (RBS). Manukau H census, summer 12, winter 5; FoT census, sumnler 
6, winter 21; L Whangape, c.50 on 2/3 (BB). Karaka, 7 on 10/4 (SJD, AR); 
51 on 26/5, one with white around eye, light chestnut on upper breast, lower 
breast was same colour as adult male Paradise Shelduck, possible hybridisation 
with Chestnut-breasted Shelduck (KJF). Pureora Village, 300 on 3/6 (BVJ). 
Taharoa, L Nukumiti, 112; L Rotoroa, 250; L Rototapu, 13 all on 6/1; L 
Harihari, 92 on 9/1 (SC). L Ohakuri, 3 on 19/1 (ASR). Matahui Pt, 2 on 
8/6; Papamoa, c.44 during June; Awaiti Wetlands, c.80 on 19/8 (PCML).  
Ohiwa H, 20 on 29/12; Raukokore E, 55 on 31/12 (DJO) .  Ahuriri E, 67 on 
3/11, 84 on census 14/7; L Tutira, c.40 on 10/3; L Poukawa, 150 on 15,'6; 
Te Awanga Ls, 15 on 20/4 (KVT). Tukituki R and Waipawa R, 390 on 10/ 
11; Tutaekuri R, 15 on 3/12; Ngaruroro R, 183 on 1/12 (WSC',. Waitotara, 
55 in ploughed field on 25/4 (PB). L Horowhenua, 10 on 20/4 (WRJ). Foxton 
No. 1 L, 5 on 11/8; Foxton Loop, maximum count of 24 all males 6/10 to 
24/11; Manawatu E, 3 on 25/1 (JLM, MM).  Waikanae E, 30 on 12/1 (BA'T). 
L Papaitonga, 195 on 27/7; Waingawa SP, 80 on 27/1 (BDH). 
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MALLARD Anus pluryrh~vnchos 
Manukau H census, summer 269, winter 377; FoT census, summer 

99, winter 1522; Tuakau SP, c.300 on 21/4 (BB). Ohinewai, Black L, 92 on 
6/2 (BJZ). Hamilton L, 2'35 with 50 juvs on 14/10, 1167 on 23/2, 1967 on 
27/4 (MBa). Matata, c.2000 on 1/6 (PCML). Ahuriri E, c.580 on census 14/7; 
Waitangi, 194 on census 14/7; Te Awanga Ls field trip, 106 on 20/4; Horseshoe 
L, 400 on 11/6 (KVT). Westshore Lagoon, c.400 on 1/6 (MT, PWT). L 
Horowhenua, 2500 on 30/4 (WRJ). Manawatu E, c.650 on 15/6 (JLM, MM). 

GREY DUCK A. superciliosu 
FoT census, summer 10; Tuakau SP, c.20 on 21/4 (BB). L Ohakuri, 

c.10 on 19/1 (ASR). Matata, c.40 on 1/6 (PCML). L Tutira, 1 on 10/3 (KV'T). 
Virginia L, 12 on 9/2 (PB). Manawatu E, 2 on 15/6 (JLM, MM).  

GREY TEAL A .  gihherifrons 
Swan L, Kgataki, 8 on 27/1; I. Half, 2 on 27/1; Round Hill L chain, 

4 on 23/2 (PM, KM). Manukau H census, winter 7; FoT census, summer 
1, winter 200; Tuakau SP, 250 breeding 1 with duckling on 21/4 (BR).  Karaka, 
16 on 20/3 (KJF). Miranda, 10 on 11/11 (BHS). Ohinewai, Black L, 13 on 
6/2 (BJZ). Taharoa, L Harihari, 1 on 9/1 (SC). Kaituna Cut, 20 on 11/11, 
60 on 10/2 (PCML). Ahuriri E, 46 on census 14/7; I. Poukawa, 100 on 17/6; 
Horseshoe L, 150 on 11/6 (KVT). Id Tutira, 11 on 15/9; Westshore Lagoon, 
4 on 3/2 (ACS). Waitotara E, present on 11/6 (PB). Manawatu E, 16 on 
8/7, 15 on 4/5, 2 on 16/6 IJLM, MM). Waikanae E, 1 on 22/5 (AJDT). 
L Wairarapa, flock of c.300 near Tauhcrenikau R mouth on 27/1 (HAR). 

BROWN TEAL A.  chlorotis 
Waipiro Bay, Bay of Islands, 12 on 16/3; Kgunguru Stream, 2 on 16/10 

(PA). Great Barrier I, Port F i t~ roy ,  2 near wharf on 10/2; Kaiarara Bay, 3 
on 11/2; Nagle Cove, 2 tame birds taking bread on 12/2; Port Fitzroy, 4 
at head of Firestry Bay on 13/2; Whangaparapara, 14 at hcad of bay on 14/2 
(FrGId). 

NEW ZEALAND SHOVELER A.  rhynchorzs 
L Half, Ngataki, c.40 on 27/1 (PM, KM). H Q  Pond, Aupouri, 3 on 

27/1 IAVH). Round Hill I. chain, 17 on 23/2; I. northwest of Round Hill, 
28 on 23/2 (PM, KM).  Manukau H census, winter 23; Fol' census, winter 
4 (BB). Matata, c. 240 on 1/6 IPCML). Ahuriri E, 55 on census 3/11, 171 
on 14/7; Horse5hoe L, 300 on 11/6, 320 on 19/8; 1. Poukawa, 60 on 17/6 
(KV'T). L Purimu, 600 on 6/4 (CFM).  Wcstshorc Lagoon, 400 on 3/6 (MT, 
PWT). Waitotara E, 21 on 1/6 IPB). L Horowhenua, 350 on 30/4 IWRJ). 
L Papaitonga, 260 on 27/7; Masterton SP, 175 on 9/9 (BDH). 

BLUE DUCK Hyrnenoluirnus mulucorhyrzchos 
Turiawae Stream, 1 during morning and evening on 13/4 f KLj). Tongariro 

NP, Whakapapa Intake, calling conti~luously at water's edge, 8 reported on 
23/2 (BS). Pohangina R headwaters, 1 adult with 4 young on 9/1 (SK). 
Munganiatae K, 2 pairs on 22/8 (AJD?'). 
NEW ZEALAND SCAUI' Ayrhyu novueseelu~zdiue 

L Half, Ngatiki, 15 on 27/1; L northwest of Round Hill, 6 on 23/2; 
Southern Round Hill I* chain, 21 on 23/2 (PM, KM).  Straka's Refuge, Waiwera, 
12 adults, 3 young on 19/1 (JES). Western Springs, Auckland, 1 female on 
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8/12 (PB). L Arapuni, 19 including 1 pair with 3 young on 28/12; 1, Ohakuri, 
17 on 19/1 (ASR). Taharoa, L Nukumiti, 3 on 6/1; L Rototapu, 2 on 6/1; 
L Harihari, 2 on 9/1 (SC). L Whakamaru, copulation observed culminating 
in complete immersion of female by male which hung onto her neck, 26/11/83 
t RMVI',. L Rotorua. Mokoia I, 900, of which less than 12 were Itmale. or. 
19/5 (PB). Matata, 30 on 1/6 (PCML). L Tutira, 80 on 10/3; Horseshoe L,  
50 on 11/6 (KVT). Wanganui, Kaitoki L,  28 on 23/9, 9 on 28/10 (OC?', 
CW). Mangakino Hydro L, 13 adults, 1 pair with 7 young on 29/12 (AJDT). 
S. Taranaki, farm pond on Manutahi Rd, 2 on 20/10 (BDH). 

AUSTRALASIAN HARRIER Circus upproximuns 
L Ohakuri, 6 including 1 bathing on 19/1 (ASR) Kaituna Cut, 2 adults, 

5 subadults, possibly one family on 10/2 (PCML). 

NEW ZEALAND FALCON Fulco novueseelundiue 
Below Mt Tarawera, 1 seen to miss a Skylark on 19/5 (RMW). Urewera 

NP, Galatea Faces, 1 on 16/9 (BC). L Taupo Forest, a pair raised 2 young: 
by 17/12 (JGI). Hongi's Track, Whakatane end, 1 on 23/2 (RMW). Kereu 
R mouth, 1 calling loudly in evening on 29/12 (DJO). Waipunga, Taupo Rd, 
2 adults and 3 imms on 27/12 (REW, PWT). Totara Re!;, 1 on 18/8 (MO). 

BROWN QUAIL Synoicus ypsilophorus 
Motukawanui I, Cavalli Group, common on 6/4 (TGL). Coromandel 

Pen, Opoutere, heard in summer, 2 on 24/12 (BB). Katikati, Tuapino, 5 in 
spring, 1 pair raised 5 chicks, 9 in June (BC). Maketu Spit, 3 on 30/9 (PCML). 

CALIFORNIAN QUAIL Lophorlyx culifornicu 
Matahui Pt, 1 pair with 3 chicks on 25/11 (PCML). Hastings, Davis 

Rd, 1 male on 19/12 and 18/2 (CFM). 

BANDED RAIL Kullus philippensis 
Great Barrier I, Port Fitzroy Forest HQ, a pair on 1/5; Tryphena H ,  

Puriri Bay, 1 on 111'5 (PM, KM). Te Maunga, by main Tauranga - MI- 
Maunganui Rd, 1 feeding in open at 10 a.m. on 24/5 (PCML). Ohiwa H ,  
Wainui Rd, 2 on 9/7, 1 killed by car on 17/11, 4 on 31/3; Patawa I, 2 on 
11/7; Burma Rd, present on 22/1 (WMH). 

WE KA Gullirullus uusrrulis 
Cape Brett, several on 1, 2/9; Whangamumu, 1 on 8/9 (PM, KM) 

Coromandel Pen, Opito Bay, 1 on 4/2 (BB). 

MARSH CRAKE Porzunu pztsillu 
Waikato R, Potter's I, a labrador brought in 1 unharmed in May 1983 

(AS). L Aniwhenua, widespread in raupo, several on 4/3/84 (JGI). Await1 
Wetlands, 1 on 8/6 (WMH). Peka Peka swamp, 1 in response to tape on 
3/5 (HR). 

SPOTLESS CRAKE P. tubuensis 
L Waikare, east side near Humpbank Bridge, 2 came to taped calk 

on 3/3 (BB). L Aniwhenua, widespread in raupo, several on 4/3/84 (JGI). 
Clive, a juvenile feeding along the edge of a muddy cr~rek for 30 mins joined 
for 10 mins by a wary and secretive adult on 12/3 (ARG, KVT). L Oinga, 
heard on several occasions in winter 1984 (JGH, RMH) 
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PUKEKO Porphyrio ~tzelunorus 
St Johns L ,  21 on 1/7 ('I'GL). Meadowhank, Old St Johns L., 21 on 

1/7; Mangere Ponds, numerous in swamps (KBS). Harnilron L, 7 on 14/10, 
9 on 27/4 (MBa). Ahuriri E, 23 on 3/11, 6 on cenaus 14/7; I. Poukawa, c.100 
on 17/6 (KV?'). Westshore southern marsh, 12 on 8/6 (M?; I'W'l'). 

AUSTRAL1 AN COOT Fulicu a rm  urrsrrulls 
I, Waipirohita, Karikari, 1 on 28/1 IAVH). Weatern Springs, Auckland, 

3 pairs breeding in spring raised number to 16 (VL,). L Whangape, 3 on 16/1 
(BJZ). Hamilton I,, 83 with 3 juvs on 14/10, 175 on 23/'2, 111 on 27/4 [MBa). 
L 'hupo,  Motuoapa Marina, 1 on 17/4/84, perhaps first recurd for L Taupo, 
2 on 22/12, 7 adults and 15 young on 11/12, 30 on 12/6 (WKJ, DJO). L 
Tutira c.200 on 15/9, c.65 including I juv on field trip 10/3 (ACS, KV'I'). 
L Purimu, 4 on 26/12 (CFM). L Westmere, 18 on 1/6; Virginia L, 150 on 
11/5 (PB). Centennial Lag, 1 adult with 5 chicks, no date (LJL)). 

SOUTH ISLAND PIED OYSI'EK(X1'CMER Hurm~rripus o s r r ~ c l e ~ ~ r ~  finschi 
Ruakaka E, c.52 on 10/5 (BHS). Mangere, K ~ w i  Esplanade, greatly 

favoured for roosting in wet weather, and feeding, c.2000 on 11/10, c.12 000 
on 22/2, c. 10 000 on 19/6 (KBS). Manukau 1-1 ccrlaua, \urnmer 1809, winter 
19478; FoT census, surnrner 1636, winter 9076; hl~randa to .I:drama~re, 8125 
on 12/5 (BB). Karaka, c.8000 on 10/3 (SJI), AKj. (:oru~nandel Pen, C;olville, 
c.150 in Sept and on 26/2 (JB, DAL). Kikowhaka~err Bay, c.64 in Oct (L)H). 
Raglan H, 120 on 2V6; Kawhia H, 1074 on 24/11, 20bS on 23/6; Aotca 1-1, 
100 on 24/11, 358 on 23/6 (FN).  Bowentown Shcllhanks, 74 OII  24/11, c.450 
on 8/6; Sulphur Pt, c.85 on 7/7 (B<:). Little Waihi, 2 on 24/11, 9 on 916 
(PCML). Ohope Spit, 25 on 24/11, 38 on 30/12 (WhlII, I'(:MI.). Ohiwa 
H, Ruatuna Rd, 80 on 2/7, 139 on 10/6 (K'MH). Ngaruroro K, 10 on 1/12 
(WSC). Westshore southern marsh, 3 on 31/12, 22 keci~ng il l  boggy pasture 
on 9/6 (JLL, CFM, MT, PWT). Tangoio, 2 on 1214 !]IS). Blackhead B, 2 
on 23/2 (CFM). Manawatu E, 85 on 10/2 and 714; Foxton B, 20 feeding 
on pasture on 22/1 IJLM, Mhl) .  K'anganui, Sourh B, 22 no date (I'B!. L 
Wairarapa, 25 on 27/1, 38 on 30/3, 26 on 19/5 (I-IAK). 

VAKIABLE OY SI'EKCATCHEK H. unic.olor 
Tom Bowling Bay, 26 on 5/3; Ponaki Bay, North (:ape, 7 on 6/3 (PA). 

Te Werahi, 17 on 1/9; Spirits Bay, 29 on 8/9; Great Exhibition Bay, 78 on 
3/2; Kowhai B, 22 on 30/9; East B, 65 on 17/11; Karikari B, 9 on 1/10; 
Matai Bay, 18 on 11/6 (AVH). Houhora Bay, 60 on Yi3 cl'hl, K M j .  Karawa 
B, 8 on 14/5; Kuakaka E, c.24 on 10/5 1 BHS]. Omaha Spit, 30 on 715 is(:). 
Brown's I, Hauraki Gulf, 5 including a territorial pair on 17/'12 'PB). Port 
Onehunga, 1 on groyne on 1/7 IKBS, 'I'GI.). Great Barrier I,  Nagle (:ow, 
3 at head of bay on 13/2; Port I;~tzroq, 3 at hcad of 1:orchtry Bay on 13/2 
(TCJL). Great Barrier I, 011 all sandy bcachcs un  thc caat coast bctwecn 10/4 
and 7/5 (PM, KM).  Mangerc, Kiwi Eaplanadc, 1 on 11/10 (RBS). Manukau 
H census, winter 2; Fol' cenbus, uir~tcr 1; Opoutcrc, 14 on 25/12; Waikato 
R mouth, Maioro Sa~icl 1, 2 on 1918 (BB). (:oronldndcl Pen, (:olvillc, 4.1 on 
26/2 (L>AI,). T ~ i r u a ,  21 on l3/3 (DGB).  Otahu E, 19 on 161'6; Khangamata, 
8 on 16/6 (HS).  Waiuku, Karioitahi, 6 on 719 JVD). Kaglan H, 2 on 23/6; 
Kawhia H,  7 on 24/11; 2 on 23/61; Aorea H ,  I on 24/11, 3 on 23/'6 [FN) .  
Bowe~itown Shellbanks, 13 on 24/11, 25 un 81'6 iB(:). Sulphur I't, 47, 1 nest 
with eggs on 24/11 (KF). Little VC'aih~, 38 on 24/11, 27 on 9/6; Maketu Spit, 
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7 pairs some with eggs others with 3-4 days old chicks on 24/11, 40 on 9,'6 
(PCML). Pikowai B, 6 possible paired with fresh scrapes on 29/7; Ohope 
Spit, 16 on 24/11, 8 pairs behaving as though they had chicks on 30/12, 12 
on 8/6 (WMH, PCML). Ohiwa H, Wainui Rd, 30 on 13/2; Waiotahi E, 13 
on 13/2; Waioeka R mouth, 6 on 25/7,2 on 19/4; Coronlandel Pen, Whangapoua 
B, 86 on 29/6; Waiaua R mouth, 8 on 1/4 (WMH). Motu R mouth, 2 pa~rs  
on 29/12; Raukokore R mouth, 2 pairs on 31/12 (DJO). Waitangi, 1 on 3/11 
(JPCW). Blackhead B, 2 on 23/2 (CFM). Maraetotara E, I on 21/3, 2 on 
23/5 (BMT). Ahuriri E, 4 on 8/6 (MT, PWT). Turakina E, 2 on 29/6; Hokio 
E, 8 on 8/7 (MO). Manawatu E, 8 on 6/2 (CRS, PMS, LJD), 15 on 1143 
and 27/10; Petone-Ngauranga, 5 on 9/4 (JLM, MM).  L Wairarapa, 14 on 
30/3 and 30/6 (HAR). 

SPUR-WIKGED PLOVER Vanellus miles no~~uehollandiue 
Aupouri Pen, 43 on Jan survey (AVH). Auckland Region, 17 on 4 sites 

in June (MJT). Wharekawa, FoT, 4 on 10/4; Orere Valley, 2 on 9/5 (RBS). 
Manukau H census, winter 8; FoT census, winter 21; increasing rapidly and 
well distributed in South Auckland (BB). Whangamarino Swamp, eastern side, 
3 on 7/9; L Arapuni, 7 on 28/12; L Ohakuri, 1 on 19/1 (ASR). L Ngaro~o, 
9 on 16/6 (RD). Otorohanga, 5 on valley flats near Rewarewa on 1/6 (Al'). 
Purcora Village, 4 on 3/6 (BW). L Taupo, Waimarino R mouth, 4 on 1013 
(PG); near Poutu Canal, Turangi, 5 on 19/1 (PB). Katikati, Tanners Pt, 4 
on 14/10; Matahui Pt, 5 in late June (BC). Papamoa B, 2 on 15/7, 4 mobbing 
a harrier on 28/8, 1 pair with 2, 3-4 days chicks on 7/9; Maketu, 2 on 28/ :2, 
Matata, 2 on 9/6 ((PCML). Tararewa R mouth, 2 on ;!4/11 and 5/5; Rangitaiki 
R mouth, 7 on 4/5; Ohiwa H, Nukuhou E, 8 on 6/5 (RMW). Kawerau, present 
on 4/1; Raukokore E, 2 on 30/12 IDJOj. Kiorenui, K.aingaroa Forest, present 
on 14/10 (WMH).  Waitangi, 27 on 25/5 (MT, PWT). Ahuriri E, 45 on census 
14/7; L Poukawa, 95 on 17/6 (KV?'). Te Awanga, 10 on 23/3 (BMT). Tukituki 
R and Waipawa R, 85 on 30111; Tutaekuri R, 11 on 3/12; Ngaruroro R, 52 
on 1/12 (WSC). Manawatu E, 31 on 23/12, 52 on 8/7 (JLM, MM, BA). 
L Horowhenua, 47 no date (WRJ). Waikanae E, 13 on 8/12 (AJDT). L 
Wairarapa, 402 on 30/6 IHAR); L Onoke Spit, 30 on 1/12 (HAR). 

GREY PLOVER Pluz~iulis S ~ U U I L ~ Y O ~ U  

Paua, 1 on 5/11 (AVHj. FoT, Miranda, 1 on 13/1 and 10/3 (RC, SJD, 
AR). 

LEAST GOLDEX PLOVER I-'. fulz~u 
Paua, 50 on 28/10 (AVH). L Ohia, 73 on 9/1 (PA). Takahiwai, c.15 

on 23/3 IPM, KM). Jordan's Farm, Kaipara H, 44 on 12/2 (SJD). Manukau 
H census, summer 6, winter 1; FoT census, summer 62, winter 1 (HB). Karaka, 
42 on 5/2 (BHS). Maketu E, 10 feeding on 28/12; IZaituna Cut, 47 on 10/2 
(PCML). Ohope Spir, 1 on 17/11, 12 on 24/11, 12 on 712 (WMH, RMH).  
Maungawhio Lag, Mahia, 12 on 3/1 IPM). Westshore, southern marsh, 26 
on 8/1 (MT, PK'T); north pond, 2 on 3/2 (ACS). Ahuriri E, 16 on census 
3/!1 (KVT). Porangahau E, 1 on 17/11 (BDH, HAR). Manawatu E, 4 3n 
21/12 (Bh),  present from 6 Oct to 8 Apr, max 35 in Jan, Feb and Mar ( JLM,  
MM).  Foxton B, 2 on 22/1 IJLM, MM). L Wairarapa, 38 on 25/11, 37 3n 
10/12 and 9/2,2l  on 10/3 IHAR). 
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NEW ZEALAND DOTTEREL Churadrius ohscurus 
Ponaki Bay, North Cape, 4 on 6/3; Spirits Bay, 5 on 7/3 (PA). Te 

Werahi, 15 on 22/1; Tom Bowling Bay, 10 on 24/1; Great Exhibition Bay, 
41 on 3/2; Kowhai B, 19 on 30/9; East B, 30 on 17/11; Rangaunu H,  35 
on 1/11 (AVH). Rarawa B, 4 on 14/5; Ruakaka E, 2 on l0/5 (BHS). Omaha 
Spit, 45 on 2/3 (SC). Te Matuku Bay, Waiheke I, 22 on 28/1, 33 on 30/4 
(BS). Brown's I, 10 plus 1 chick on 17/12 (PB). Mangere Airport, pair with 
2 chicks on 22/11 (BG). Manukau H census, summer 21, winter 38; FoT 
census, summer 8, winter 15; Karaka, 7 on 8/11, 4 adults and a 2 egg nest 
on 27/11 (BB). Karaka, 8 of which 1 pair had 3 chicks and 1 pair 2 chicks 
on 12/1 (SJI), AR); 13,7 being chicks on 20/1 (KJF); 14 on 19/4 (RP). Auckland 
International Airport, 4 pairs, 1 nest with 3 eggs (KJF, IS). Puhinui Creek 
Refuge, 4 on 30/12 (RC). FoT, Mataitai, 27 on 1/4 (AJG); Kawakawa Bay, 
2 on 28/10; Matingarahi, 2 on 28/10 IRBS); Access Bay, 8 on 12/1 and 10/3 
(BB, S JD,  AR), 14 on 12/5 (BB). Coromandel Pen, Colville, 26 on 26/2; Pauanui 
Spit, 16 on 1/3 (DAL); Matarangi B, 1 pair on 28/10 (JB); Opoutere, 6, one 
2 egg nest and a scrape (BB). Whangamata, 3 on 16/6 (HS). Tapu vicinity, 
1 on 6/4 (CMM).  Waikato R mouth, 5 on 12/12 (PB). Kawhia H,  7 and 
3 egg nest on 24/11; 10 on 23/6; Aotea H,  2 on 24/11 (FK). Bowentown 
B, 3 on 8/6; shellbanks, 1 pair with 3 eggs on 24/11 IBC). Sulphur Pt, 3 
pairs nesting on 25/11, 15 on 9/6 (AM). Kaituna Cut, 2 pair\ holding territories 
on 30/9, 10 on 10/2; Maketu Spit, 10 pairs and 2 subadults on 12/8; 9 pairs, 
2 ?-egg nests, 1 1-egg nest, 1 nest with an egg predated by a gull on 30/9; 
9 pairs, 1 with 2 and 1 pair with '3 downy chicks c.5 days old, 1 nest with 
deserted egg on 24/11; 22 on 9/6 (PCML). Little Waihi, 4 on 10/2, 7 on 
9/6; Otamakarau-Herepuru, 2 pairs on 29/7; Tarawera R mouth, 1 pair on 
9/6; Rangitaiki R mouth, 4 on 19/8 (PCML). Ohope Spit, 22 on 21/7, 7 
pairs breeding on 2 1  1 I ,  -51 on 8 4, 48 on 8 b LX,\IH. KhlK',. Waioeka 
R mouth, 7 on 7/9, 4 on 3/7; Waiaua R Mouth, 15 on 14/7, 12 on 8/7 (WMH).  
Motu R mouth, 1 pair on 29/12 (DJO). 

R I N G E D  PLOVER C. hiuticztlu 
Access Bay, first seen on 9/11/83, present 14/10 to 10/6, it assumed 

breeding dress with warm brown on back, wcll-marked black and white head 
pattern; its bow tie became a wide black pectoral band (BB). 

BAKDED DOTTEKEL C. bicinirus 
Ponaki Bay, Korth Cape, 12 on 613 (PA). Herekino, 20 on 1316 (JS, 

MS). Te Werahi, 30 on 22/1; Spirits Bay, 8 on 8/9; Great Exhibition Bay, 
19 on 31'2; East B, 24 on 28/1; Rangaunu H,  56 on 30/6; Waimango, 12 
on 4/11 (AVH). Waikuku B, 30 on 24/1 (RTj. Ruakaka E, 12 on 10/5 (BHS). 
Great Barrier I, Whangapoua E, 9 on 1/5; Kaitoke B, 14 on 6/5 (PM, KM).  
Manukau H census, summer 6, winter 534; Fo'l' census, summer 4, winter 
92 (BB). Karaka, 100 on 9/2, 411 on 1113, 223 on 3i6 (SJD,  AR, RP, BB). 
Miranda Coast, 57 on 3/7 (BB), 120 on 9/2; .hlirancla to Access Bay, 92 on 
8/4 (S JD,  AK), Miranda, c. 125 on 10/1 ,RBSI. Port K'aikato, Limestone Downs, 
1 pair with 2 egg nest on 19/8 (TH). Coromandcl Pen, Colville, 32 on 26/2; 
Paunui Spit, 26 on 26/2 (DAL); Tairua, c.30 on 15/7 (DGR); Onemana, c.44 
on 16/6; Whangamata, 37 on 6/3 (HS) .  Kawhia H, 10 on 24/11, 342 on 23/6; 
Aotea H,  8 on 24/11, 4 on 23/6 (FN). Mt Tarawera, several at summit on 
29/12 (PM, KM).  Hinemaiaia R, Upper Hydro L, 2 on pumice flat on 31/ 
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12 (WAW). Bowentown B, ,217 on 515, h oil 8,'o one with colour band whic11 
was also present autuinn 1984 (BC). Sulphur Pt, c.20 pairs breeding (AM). 
Otamarakau-ljerrpuru, c.7 pairs sorting out territories on 29/7; Otamarakau, 
4 pairs with scrapes on 19/8 (PCML).  Ohope Spit, r.350 on 1/7, c.500 011 

8/6; U'aioeka R mouth, 6 on 17/9, 16 on 26/5, 1 1  on 17/6; Waiotahi I< mouth, 
6 on 1312 (WMIII .  Motu R mouth, 6 on 29/12; Raukokore R mouth, 6 pairs, 
2 downy chicks, 2 tlcciged chicks on 31/12 (1)JO). Maungawhio Lag, Mahia, 
2 on 3/1 (Phl'i. Westshore southern mdrah, 30 on 8/1 :MT, I'WT). Waitangi, 
20 on 1/12 (KV7;  RSS). Tukituki R and Waipawa R, 963 on 30/11; Tutaekuri 
R, 237 on 3/12; Ngaruroro R, 438 on 1,/12 IWSC). 9Granganui, South B, 60 
on 20/5; Wanganui Airport, 55 on 15/6; Whangaehu Ii, 15 on 4/5; l'urakin;~ 
E, 65 on 13/5 (PH). Manawatu E, 59 on 6/2 (CRS, I'MS, LJD), 85 on 8;' 
4 (JLhI, AIM). Hokm 13, 2 on 8/7 (MO).  Manawatu R,  Longburn, 12 011 

9/5 IMKI').  L Wairarapa, 116 on 30/12, 170 on 27/1, 259 on 91'2, 351 ~ I I  

30/7,259 on 30/6 (HAR). 

MONGOI.  I,4N 1)OTl'EK EL. (;. tmrz~olus  
Karaka, 1 fi-om 14/10 to 27/11; in Oct it wa,, pale grey above anti 

snowy wh~te  below with fine high shoulder tabs [BB, DGB, KJF). FoT, Access 
Bay, 1 on 8/4 and in June, &he11 ~t was still pale (SJL), KJF, BB). 

LARGE SAKI) L)Ol"l'EREL. (;. /escht'n~~ldrii 
Karaka, 1 from 30/12 to 712 and on 5/5 (RB, DGR, kJF) .  Acceij 

Bay, I on 25/2 iKJF). 

BLAC:K-FROh'l'EI) 1)CSI"I'EREI (,~. irrelclmps 
Matata, 2 on 28/5 and l/h (BC, PCML.). Ahuriri E, 28 on census 14/7; li: 
Awanga Lh field trip, 10 on 2014 ( K V T : .  hlaraetotara E, 9 on 31/3 (BMT). 
Tukituki R and Waipawa R, 368 on 10/ l l ;  'l'utaekuri R, 134 on 3/12; Ngaruroro 
R, 127 on 1/12 I !X'S(:). Turakina E, 3 on 30/9, 1 on 2/12, 2 on 10/2, 2'7 
on 11/4, 2 on 29/6 !0C'l7, PBJ.  Longhurn SP, 43 on 24/5 (ME;?'). Otaki 
R, I on mud above main road bridge, 23/2 (EL1)H). Huangarua R ,  
Martinborough, 7 / 3 ,  45 on same stretch as were 4'3 in Xov-Dec 1972 anti 
44 in July 1973 (BDH, HAR). I. Wairarapa 2 on 30/'1, 38 on 30/4, 36 on 
19/5. 60 on ?O/h iH.\l<).  

\XTKYBILL i l y i d r l ~ ~ t r t  hus frotirc~i~s 
Great Exhibition Bay, 2 on 31'2; Kowhai B, 17 on 24/6 (AVH) Ruakakii 

I:,, I on LO/'S (RHS). Mangere Ponds, 17, e\,ldently overstaying, on No. .l 
pond on 31/10, c.600 on 616, c.420 on 19/6 IKBS). Manukau H cenbus, summcr 
2, winter 1287; Fo l '  census, \urnmer 41, winter 2000 (BB). FoT, 2500 or1 
Z/7, and 27/1, c,.3000 on 24/3 f BH, (:KV). Access Bay, 1500 on 12/4 (<:"VIM>. 
(.:oromandel Pen, Colvillc, I oil 26/2 (1)AI.j. hlatahui Pt, 10 on €2'6; Kaitun:~ 
Cut 2 on 30/9, I on 10/2 il'(:A\IId). Sulphur Pt, 51 on 8/6 (AM). I'orangahau 
E, 6 O I I  18/11 113AR). 'llanawatu E, preaent all months, 20 on 6/1, 22 i l l  

Feb (K'RJ, h10, JI.hl,  MMj.  Hokio B, 5 on 817 ( h l 0 ) .  Turakina E, 1 on 
W/9, 1 on 2/12 : O i T j .  L K'alrdrapa, 1 on 30/6 (HAK). 

FAK-EAS'TERN ( :LT1iLE\ll' A V u m ~ m u s  ndugc1sci2riensis 
Paua, 3 on 5/11 IAVH). Fol; Kaiaua, 2 on 2/12; Access Bay, 6 011 

15/2 (KBSi. hlanukau I i  cen5u5, 5ummt.r 6, winter 3; FoT census, summe- 
3 iBB).  Fol; 7 on 26/2 1.1'C;j. Aiaketu l;., 1 on 28/12 (P(:ML). Ohope Spir, 
1 on 24/11 (WMH).  Wangailui, South B, I on 14/2 (PH). Manawatu E, present 
from IOill to 10/3, Inax 3 (JI,hI, MM). Waikanae E, 1 on 17/12 (AJDT). 



1986 NORTH ISLAND 109 

ASIATIC WHIMBREL N. phmropus wric~clrrr.c 
Paua, 18 on 28/10, 32 on 5/1 1; Rangaunu M, I in Nov (AVH). Manukau 

H census, winter 15; FoT census, summer 25, winter 19 (BB). Karaka, 18 
on 7/2, 12 on 14/4, 3 on 6/5 ( K J E  RP, J l l j .  I:o-1; 25 on 28/10 (RBS). Kawhia 
H, 2 on 21/6 (FN) .  Bowentown R,  1 tired bird probablv just arrived on 15/9, 
wen until late Oct; Sulphur Pt, 1 on 14/4; Bowentown Shellbanks, 1 on 8/6 
( R C ) .  Kaituna (:ut, 2 on 11/11, 4 on 24/11 and IOi'2 fP(:hII.). Ohopr Spit, 
I on 17/11, 5 on 24/11,4 on 7/2, 2 on 8/4 (WMH,  RMR') 

AMERICAN WHIMBREI, I! p/z<iroprrs h~rc/sonicrrr 
Karaka, 8 on 27/11 (KJF, AVS). 

WtIIMBREL sp. 
Takahiwai, 19 on 23/3, 12 on 22/6 (PM,  KM). Manukau H census, 

Karaka, winter 1, 3 on 12/1 (BB, SJI), AKI, 12 on 12,'4 (CMM).  Mahia, 
Maungawhio Lag, and Table Cape, 4 at cach location probably the same birds 
as those that later flew to the north on 31'1 (PM, KM).  Manawatu E, 2 possibly 
Asiatic on 25/11 (JLM, MMI. 

[BLACK-TAILED GODWII '  sp. 
Takahiwai, 1 on 23/3 (I'M, K M ) .  Ohope Spit, probably Hudsonian 

on 24/11 (WMH, RMW). Kaituna (:ur, presumably the iame bird on 7/4 
(BC).] 
BAR-TAILED GODWIT I,. lupponicu 

Paua, 5000 on 5/11; Kowhai B, 1800 on 10/11; Kangaunu H, 4500 
in Nov (AVH). Manukau H census, summer 16 109, winter 1776; F o r  census, 
summer 6319, winter 313 IHB). Karaka, 5000 in Nov IBR, SJD, AR). Access 
Bay, 4000 on 25/2 and I0/1 (SJD, KJF, AU), 252 on 9/5 (RBSI, I alhino 
all summer to migration (RR). (:oromandel Pen, ('olville, 40 on 26/2 IDAL); 
Tairua, c.120 on l3/3 iD(;B); Opoutere, 140 on 24/12 IRK). Waikaro R mouth, 
10 on 12/12 (PB). Kawhia H,  2805 on 24/11, 243 on 21/6; Aotca H, 1 on 
24/11, 171 on 21/6 IFN). Bowentown Shellbanks, c.2500 on 24/11, 120 on 
8/6 (B(:). Matahui Pt, 202 on 8/6 IPCMI.). Sulphur Pt, c.2500 on 25/11, 
104 on 8/6 IPCML, AM). Kaituna Cut, 180 on 30/9, 520 on 24/11, c.800 
on 29/12; Maketu Spit, 27 on 9/6; I.ittle Waihi, 280 on 24/11, 9 on 9/6 
(PCMI.). Ohope Spit, 260 on 1/7, 3200 on 24/11, 210 on 8/6; Waiotahi R 
mouth, 4 on 25/10, 6 on 13/2 (WMH).  Westshore southern marsh, c.200 on 
8/1 (M?; PWT). Tukituki E, 13 on 9/5, 11 on census 1/11; Ahuriri E, 360 
on census 3/11, 31 on census 14/7 (KVT). Blackhead R,  54 on 21/2 ICFM). 
Meeanee, 11 feeding in a flooded field 2 km inland on 2/h (MT, PWT). 
Porangahau Estuary, 173 on 18/11 IRDH, IIAR), Manawatu E, 260 on 2719, 
420 on 6/1, c.380 on 1013 (\'C'KJ, J1.M. MM). I.. Wairarapa, 49 on 25/11 
IHAK). 

GREENSHANK Trirzg~z tz~h~iluriu 
Waikuku B, I on 28/1 (RT).  Matahui Pt, 1 now in 9th year of residence 

on 14/7, not present in spring, in worn breeding plumage on 6/2, in winter 
plumage on 8/6 (RC, PC;ML). I, Wairarapa, 1 on 13/1 and 9/2 with yellow 
legs (TCD, BDH, RNH, HAR, CFT).  

MARSH SANDPIPER Z srugnarilis 
Karaka, 1 from 28/10 to 11/4 (MG, SC;, RP). Westshore northern pond, 

1 from 19/2 to 24/2 (ALH). 
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WANDERIKG TATTLER T. incunu 
Karaka, 1 identified by its call on 30/12 (KJF). Weymouth, probably 

1 of this species on 20/1 (RC). 

SIBERIAN TATTLER T. hrez~ipes 
Jordan's Farm, Kaipara H, 1 on 28/10. 2 on ;!4/3 (SJD, AR). Aote:~ 

H,  2 on 24/11 (AP, BJZ). 

TATTLER sp. 
Ohope Spit, 1 on 24/11,8/4 and 6/5 (WMH, RMW). 

TEREK SANDPIPER Xenus cinereus 
Manukau H, Puhinui Creek Refuge, I on 121'8 (RC). Karaka, 2 on 

10/1 and 12/4 (BHS, CMM), 1 on 12/1 to 12/5 (BB, SJD, AR). Access Ba), 
1 on 25/10 to IO/3 (KJF er ul.). Waitangi, 1 on 24/11 (JLL, KVT). Manawatu 
E, 1 on 19/1 and 5/5 (JLM, MM). 

TURNSTONE Arenurid interpres 
Paua, 150 on 28/10, 1500 on 5/11; Great Exhibition Bay, 47 on 312; 

Kowhai B, 230 on 26/1; Rangaunu H, 510 on 15/11; Waimango, 74 on 4/11 
(AVH). Otahuhu, Harania Creek, 2 on 25/11 (RBS). Manukau H census, 
summer 404, winter 51; FoT census, summer 74, winter 12 (BB). Karaka, 
400 on 24/1,500 on 10/3,400 on 8/4,9 on 3/6 (BB, SJD, AR, DGB). Puhinui 
Creek Refuge, 31 on 12/8 (RC). Access Bay, c.350 on 31/10, c.264 on 1511, 
c.21 on 9/5 (RBS, BB). Kaiaua, 12 on 12/4 (CMM). Kawhia H, 4 on 23/6 
(FN). Bowentown Shellbanks, c.200 on 24/11, 21 on 8/6 (BC). Kaituna Cui:, 
13 on 30/9, 25 on 24/11, 30 on 29/12; Maketu Spit, 4 overwintering on 12/ 
8 , 2  on 9/6; Little Waihi, 2 on 24/11 (PCML). Ohope Spit, 2 on 17/11 (WMH).  
Waitangi, 3 on 28/11 (PWT, MT). Ahuriri E, 2 on census 3/11; East Clive 
1 feeding on concrete top of sewer outfall on 8/12 (KVT). Porangahau E ,  
2 on 18/11 (BDH, HAR). Manawatu E, 1 on 27/9, 1 or 2 from 6/10 to 24/ 
2 (WRJ, JLM, MM). L Wairarapa, 5 on 25/11 (HAR). 

K N O T  Culidris cunurus 
Paua, 3000 on 5/11; Kowhai B, 2400 on 26/11 Rangaunu H, 1800 on 

15/11 (AVH). Mangere, c. 1000 on 11 / 10; Miranda, c.250 on 91'5 (RBS). Miranda 
to Taramaire, 1360 on 12/5; Manukau H census, summer 9950, winter 221 1; 
FoT census, summer 4831, winter 95 JRB). Karaka, 800 on 29/7, 6000 on 
10/11, 20 000 on 20/1, 3000 on 20/3 (IS et ul.); 7 dead in hide, 1 with 
Queenscliffe, Australia, band (3/6/84) on 19/5 (AR). Access Bay, 5000 on 
31/10, 8000 on 25/2, 50 on 12/4 (BB, KJF, CMM).  Aotea H, 1 on 23/6 
(FN). Bowentown Shellbanks, 20 on 24/11 (BC). Matahui Pt, 1 overwintering 
on 8/6 (PCMI.). Sulphur Pt, 4 on 25/11 (AM). Kaituna Cut, 19 on 30/0, 
120 on 24/11, 130 on 10/2; Little Waihi, 10 on 24/11 (PCML). Ohope Spit, 
4 on 24/11 (WMH, RMW). Waitangi, 17 on 25/11 (MT, PWT). Ahuriri Ii, 
3 on census 3/11 (KVT). Porangahau E, 18 on 18/11 (EIDH, HAR). Manawatu 
E, present from 15/9 to 4/5, 20 on 27/9, 256 on 912 (WRJ, JLM, MM). 
Wanganui R, 3 on 2319 (OCT). Waikanae E, 1 on 18/12 (AJDT). L Wairarapa, 
55 on 25/11 (HAR). 

SHARP-TAILED SANDPIPER C. ucuminuru 
Paua, 4 on 5/11; Waimango 4 on 4/11 (AVH). Miranda, 9 on 3/2 (RBS). 

Karaka, 2 on 10/11, 8 on 11/4, 3 on 19/5 (SJD, AR, RP, ST). Access Bay!, 
15 on 12/1, 3 on 1915 (SJD, AR, ST). Kaituna Cut, 1 on 30/9, 5 on 11/1 I ,  
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7 on 24/11,8 on 10/2 (PCML). Westshore, 6 on 3/2 (ARG, ACS). Manawatu 
E, 1 on 23/2 (JLM, MM). L Wairarapa 6 on 25/11, 7 on 30/12, 6 on 27/1, 
4 on 9/2 (HAR). 

PECTORAL SANDPIPER C. melunotos 
FoT, Access Bay, 1 on 15/12 to 9/2 (BB, SJD, AR). Karaka, 2 on 

30/12 to 11/4 (KJF, RP). Puhinui Creek Refuge, 1 on 12/8 (RC). Manawatu 
E, 2 on 9/2, 1 on 9/3 (JLM, MM). L Wairarapa, 1 on 25/11, 4 on 23/12, 
3 on 30/12 and 13/1 (HAR). 

CURLEW SANDPIPER C. ferrugineu 
Mangere, 1 with Wrybill on 31/10, 1 on 19/6 (RBS). Access Bay, 6 

on 19/8, c.30 on 12/1, 6 on 14/4 (PB, SJD, AR, BB). Karaka, 1 on 14/10 
(BB, DGB, KJF). Kaituna Cut, 1 on 30/9 (PCML). Manawatu E, 1 from 
9/2 to 9/3 (JLM, MM). L Wairarapa, 1 from 25/11 to 9/2, with Golden 
Plovers (HAR). 

RED-NECKED STINT C. ruficollis 
Waimango, 3 on 4/11 (AJH). FoT, Access Bay, 15 on 15/1, 6 on 12/4 

(RBS, CMM). Manukau H census, summer 16, winter 11; FoT census, summer 
4 (BB). Karaka, 31 on 6/1, 35 on 14/4, 9 all pale on 3/6 (KJF, RP, BB). 
Aotea H, 2 on 24/11 (FN). Kaituna Cut, 3 on 30/9, 10 on 24/11 and 28/12 
(PCML). Waitangi, 2 on 25/11 (MT, PWT). Westshore southern marsh, 4 
on 3/11, 7 on 8/1 (KVT, MI; PWT). Porangahau E, 3 on 18/11 (RDH, HAR). 
Turakina E, 1 on 30/9 (OCT). Manawatu E, I on 27/9 still showing breeding 
plumage (WRJ). L Wairarapa, 1 on 25/11 (HAR). 

PIED STILT Himuntopus himuntopus leucocephalus 
Herekino, 12 on 2/6 (JS, MS). Twilight B, 7 on 30/10; Paua, 163 on 

28/10; Great Exhibition Bay, 41 on 3/2; Tahanga, 244 on 30/6; Waimango, 
27 on 16/6 (AVH). Mangere, up to 500 over summer, 2000 at the end of 
February, a massive departure in June (RRS). Manukau H. census, summer 
543, winter 2962; FoT census, summer 770, winter 3424; Karaka, 729 on 117; 
Miranda, 561 on 12/5 (BB). Kawhia H, 212 on 24/11, 100 on 23/6; Aotea 
H, 63 on 24/11, 97 on 23/6 (FN). Bowentown Shellbanks, 184 on 8/6 (BC). 
Matahui Pt, 430 on 8/6 (PCML). Sulphur Pt, 25, 25/11 (AM). Kaituna Cut, 
c.100, 1 pair with 3 downy chicks on 11/11, c.300 on 9/6; Little Waihi, c.220 
on 9/6; Matata, a high 230 on 1/6 (PCML). Ohiwa H, 250 on 8/6; Opotiki, 
Kukumoa, 93 on 17/6 (WMH). Ahuriri E, 232 on census 3/11, c.1000 on 
5/5, 612 on census 14/7 (KVT, MT, PWT). Tukituki E, 50 on 25/5 (MT, 
PWT). Tukituki R and Waipawa R, 1106 on 30/11; Tutaekuri R, 239 on 3/12; 
Ngaruroro K, 461 on 1/12 (WSC). L Poukawa, c.600 on 17/6 IKVT). Turakina 
E, 20 on 13/4 (PB). Manawatu E, 107 on 6/2 (CRS, PMS, LJD), 320 on 
23/2, c.450 on 4/5 (JLM, MM). L Wairarapa, 442 on census 25/11, 776 on 
30/12, 842 on 19/5, 1159 on census 30/6 (HAR). 

BLACK ST1 I,T H. nnauezelundiue 
Piha, 1 matching node H on 8/3 and 12/3; Whatipu Lag, 1 on 17/3 

and 19/3 probably the Piha bird (CS). Mangere Ponds, 1 smudgy on 6/6 
and 9/6 (MJT, RBS, JAFJ, TGL).  Weymouth, Palmers B, 1 pure black on 
10/8 (RC). Miranda, 2 strongly marked hybrids and 4 with heavy black collars 
on 3/7 (BB). Coromandel Pen, Opoutere, 1 all-black except for one downy 
feather near vent, protecting a bird with typical white and browny-black plumage 
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of young pkds  and blacks on 25/1 (JW). Kawhia 1-1, 11 and 1 hybrid on 
23/6; Aotea 11, I on 23/6 (FN).  Manawatu E, single smudgy hybrid on 26/12, 
10/3 and 5/5 ( JLM,  MM).  L Wairarapa, 1 smudgy on 2/12, 2 smudgy on 
301'12, 1 smudgy on 3013 IHAR) .  

POMAKINE SKITA Slm.orurirrs potrriuitz~rs 
Foxton H, 1 irnrn with white area on rump and large wing patches 

on 8/4 ( J I h I ,  MM) 
ARCTIC SKUA S. purusiticus 

Bream Ray, 2 on 28/4 (TGL). Access Bay, :l on 9/2 and 7/4 (SJD, 
AR). Ohope Spit, I dark phase on 3/2 (WMH). Clifi:on to Cape Kidnappe.rs, 
c.30 harrying White-fronted Terns, both pale and dark phase in a.m. on 6/'1, 
none seen p.m. IPM, KM). Kapiti Island, 1 pale phase on 8/12 (HAR). 
SKUA sp. 

Bream Bay, I all-dark, perhaps a Pomarine, om 28/4; Tiritiri Matangi 
I, south, I with distinctive white rump harrying White-fronted Terns, perhaps 
a juv Pomarine, on 22/7 (TGL.). Fo'T, Waitakaruru, 3 harassing Caspian and 
White-fronted 7i.rns on 10/ 3 (RBS). Haumoana, 1 white phase harrying While- 
fronted Terns on 4/4 (ARG, KVT). Fuxton B, singles on 29/12> 10 on 2313 
and 6/4 with c.5 on 8/4 presumed Arctic (JLM, MM). 

BLACK-BA(:REL) G U L L  Lurzts dowiink~clnus 
1)argaville West Coast, chasing prions on 5/8 (PM, KM).  Manukau 

H census, summer 147, winter 276; FoT census, summer 553, winter 321 
(RB). Kaglan H, 42 on 23/6; Kawhia H, 53 with 3 chicks on 24/11, 35 s n  
2'3/6; Aotea H, 2 on 23/6 (FN) .  L Arapuni, 4 on ;!8/12; L Ohakuri, 10 on 
19/1 (ASK). L Rotorua, Mokoia I, 2 with downy chick on 7/1 (PB). Raukokore 
R mouth, c.65 adults, c.35 nests, c.30 chicks varying from large downy to 
recently fledged on 31/12 (1)JO). Ahuriri E, 356 on census 3/11,252 on census 
14/7; K'aitangi, 108 on census 3/11, 400 on 9/5, 4701 on census 14/7 (KVT). 
'l'ukituki R and K'aipawa R, 664 on '30/11; Tutaekuri R, c.600on 3/12; Ngaruroro 
R, c.2050 on 1/12 (WSC). Foxton R, west of No 3 L, 50 pairs in colony 
(JLM, MM). 
REL)-BI I,I.EI> GULL 1,. no.iwhollundiue sc.opulinrts 

Manukau H census, summer 10, winter 173; FoT census, summer 18, 
winter 2379 (BB). Coromandel Pen, Tairua, 200 and c. 100 nests on 8/12 (DG13); 
Ruffins Rocks, 200 including juvs on 4/10, several pairs with fledglings on 
16/10 (JR). Opoutere, Hikunui Rock, 1'30 sitting in colony on 21/10 (BB). 
Raglan H, 55 on 23/6; Kawhia H,  66 on 24/11, ;'8 on 23/6; Aotea H, 3 
on 24/11 (FN) .  Maketu Spit, a first-time nesting colony with c.100 adults 
and c.100 chicks on 24/11 [PCML].  Motu , R  mouth, c.100 adults with 10 
recentlv fledged chicks on 29/12; Raukokore R mou.th, 3 nests near a Black- 
backed Gull colony on 31/12 (DJO). Napier, Marine Parade, c.700 on 25/5 
(,MI; PWT).  Waitangi, 230 on 12/7; Tukituki E, 250 on 9/5 (KVT).  Manawatu 
E, 68 on 61'2 (CRS,  PMS, LJD). 

BLACK-BILLEL) G L L I ,  L.  hulleri 
FoT census, surnmcr 60, winter 50 (RB). Miranda, 51 on 3/9; Miranda 

and Access Bay, 151 on 1/9 (BB, JAB). Access Bay Spit, c.50 incubating 
and 20 in attendance on 29/11, 10 sitting, 32 juvs and 7 chicks; when disturbed 
the young formed a tight hunch surrounded by adultr. on 11/1 (BHS). Kawhia 
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H, I on 2 1 i !  1, 2 on 23/6 (1% j Matahui Pr, 8 on 8/'6; Little Waihi, 1 subadult 
on 10/2, 3 on W6; Otamarakau, 1 on Q / h ;  Illatata. 2 on 9i6; Tarawera R 
mouth, 2 on 1/6 (I'CML). Opape R,  i ikad on l i  /12 (WMH) Mahia I'm, 
more common than Red-hilled Ch~ll.; in Jan; East (:ape to Napicr, mnre common 
than Ken-billed Gulls in Lkc and Jan (P,22, K M'l. East C l i x  200 pairs nesting 
around edge of White-fronred T t ~ n  cohny on 2911 1 .  had a succ.cssful season; 
Tukituki E. 50 on 9/5; \Waitanpi, 500 on icnsu5 14,'7; 1, I'nukawa, 100 on 
1716 iKVT'!. '1-ukit~~ki R and X'aipaua R ,  107 on W ' l l ;  Ngarnrnro R ,  25 
on 1/12 (W'S<:!. 1- Horowlicn~~a, 700 on ;,'7 ! W K J I  L W:~!rarapa, 107 on 
30'7, 150 or1 30/4 (I1,AK':. 
Vi'HTTE-KIN(;t'O R1.;2(:I< I 'EIIK l M d ! m i :  1mt.oprcriix 

Karaka, 1 in non-l~rccdir~p plumagc ivi~h R'hitc-frontd l'crns on 10/'1, 
present on 20/3 iSJI), AK. KJF) .  Hou.cn~o\vn Shclll~anks, I wbadult bcrwecn 
Ih/l and 20/1, larawcra R mouth, prohablv the zamc bird on 21/2, both 
occasions with White-fronted Tern< iR(:'l. I .  Horowhenr~a. I from 21'7 to 15/12 
(WRJ). hlanawatu F., 2 imms on 19/1 I JI M ,  MM) 
GULL-BlI,LEIl TEKN ( ; i ~ l o t . i ~ r / i h  v~it lr i i . i i  

Meeancc, 2 hawking over field on Si'7 (KV1; 11.L). Ahuriri, E: 1 on 
1/2, 1 on 18/6 (RV?; A('%. 

C: ASP1 AN TERN Hyimprogne ~ ~ ~ s p i u  
Walker I, Rangaunu H, 60 on 1%'8 (AVH). Mangawhai Spit, 17 pulli 

banded, c.45 had fledged on 16/12 ( K K R ) .  '[ahuna-Xxea Kcs. Tamaki E, 42 
on 19/2 iMJ'l'i. Grea t  Barrier 1, Freqent horn ,Millers Head to (;ape Barriel. 
in April, May (PM, KM!. Manukau 1-1 ctnrlls, surnmec 34, winter 155; FoT 
census, summer 48, winter 124 I RR? .  Karaka, 45 on 5;i; Accesx Bay 80 on 
3/7, both maximum winter <mints i l X B )  Wakato R mouth. 20 on 19/9 
(BB). Coromandel Pel]. (hlvillc, 2 on 2hi'2 iI>AI,j; scattcreii pairs breeding 
in isolated spots on the east coast :RBI.  Mercer, 1 above Waikato K on 26/6 
(BJZ). Raglan H, 5 on 23/6; Kam-hia Fi, 19 with 2 chicks on 24/11, 20 on 
2Vh;  Aotca H, 7 on 24/11, 4 on 2 V h  (FNI.  L Kotorua, Sulphur Bay, 38 
on I7/'3 (RN'J). Rowentown shell hank^, 25 on 8;h (BC). h4acahui Pt, 13 on 
8/6 (PChtL). Sulphur J't, 12 on 25/11. 42 on 8'6 (AM) .  Ohope Spit, 7 on 
8/h, 29 on 7/2, 24 on 10/2 (WMfl ,  RILZW.'). Ahuriri E, 26 on 1414. 15 on 
6/6, 6 on census 14/7 !A(..S. KVI') .  Tukituki E, 24 on 9/5, 17 on census 
14/7; Waitangi. 25 on census 14/7 (KV'I3.  Hlackl~cad W. on 1711 (CFM). 
Te Awanga, 7 on 20/b (KVT).  Manawatll E, I2 crri (112 ICRS, PMS, I,JL)), 
30 a n  4/5 (JLM, M M). Lake Wairarapa max. 10 on 10/6 ( IIAKi.  
BLACK-FKONTEII TERN S!ernii Ldbmrriurd 

Tarawera K mouth, L on 27,'4. numbers gradually rose to  40 on 116 
made up of R mouth 13, feeding over fields 21, Rangitaiki K mouth 6 (PCML). 
Meeanee, 20 hawking over sheep paddock on 12/7 (,K'v"T'). Waj~anai,  14 on 
4/8. last record for 1984; first arrivals 6 nn 25/4; 74 on 19/5, 66 on 3/b; 
Ahuriri E, 2 on 515; Napier. iMarine Parade, 34 on 11/4, 63 on 16/6 (MI-, 
PWT). hlanawatu E, I on 9/2 (JLM, MM). Waikanae E, I10 on 22/5 (AJDT).  
KTaikawa B, Manakau, 1 2nd-year on 2 / 1  iRL7Hj. 

FAIRY TERN S. n ~ r r i s  
Waipu Sandspit, nest with 2 eggs on 28/11, 2 young on 13/12 (AG!. 

Bird I, Tapora, 10 including 3 imms on 22/h (SC, JEO). 
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LITI'LE '1'EKN S. d b f i o n j  
Miranila, 6 on 1511; 1 on 9/5 :RBS). Manukau H census, Karaka, 

summer 6; Fo'T censu,, summer 4 (BB;. Access Ray, 9 on 31/12, 10 on 9/'2, 
3 on 12/4 IPB, SJD. AR, C M M ) .  Kaituna Cut, hlaketu E, 1 on 24/11, 3 
on 28/12 (PCML) Manawatu E, 2 on 6/2 (CRS, PMS, LJD), I from 1 lo 
l i /9 ,  2 from 16/9, 3 from 10/11 to 24/11, 2 from 10/12 to 5/4, 1 in summer 
plumage until 5/5 (JLM, Mhl ,  AJDT). 

WHII 'E-FRONTED TERN S. srrkiu 
Fo.r, b i a u a ,  c.80 with only 3 juv on 9/5 (RBS). Manukau H census? 

summer 46, winter 25; FoT census, summer 1055, winter 292; Access Bay 
Spit, c.250 with a few courting on 30/9, 800 on 31/10: c.700 incubating with 
1500 present on 29/11, no chicks (BB). Coromandel H, Ruffin's Rock, I00 
on 9/10 (JB). hotea H, 1 on 24/11 iFK). htaketu Spit, 1 pair nesting, 1 egg 
near Red-billed Gull colony on 24 i I l  (PCh1L). Ohope Spit, 12 with 4 downy 
chicks on 10/2,70 on 6/5, c.200 and 133 nests on 26/12 [WMH, DJO). Waiaua 
R mouth, 60 on 23/11, 72 on 1/4 (WMH?. Motu R mouth, a colony of c.400 
adults with young from largz downy to reucntly fledged on 29/12 (DJO). Ea.x 
Clive, c.300 congregating at ne\ting site on 18/10, built up to a colony of 
600 nests with a prolific season; 'I'ukituki E, 40 on 9/5, 22 on census 14/:'; 
\X1aitangi, 12 on census 14/7 (KVT). Blackhead B, 56 on 23/2 (CFM). h'apier, 
h,larine Parade, 140 on 2/6 (MI, PWT). ,Manawatu 13, 33 on 6/2 (CRS, PM5,  
LID),  200 on IOi3, 1000 on 8/3; Petone-Ngauranga, c.70 on 19/1 (JLM, M M  I. 

ARCTIC I'ERK Slerizu pitrudisaea 
Bo\ventown shellbanks, one on 20,' 1 (BCj. 

NEW ZEALAND PIGEON Heir~iphu~~Lc ~ioz'uescei~cndiae 
.Uotokawanui I, Cavalli Group, seems to bc absent, or if present, very 

rare 6-7/4; Stank)- 1, a few in puriri trees on 23-30/7 ( T G L ) .  Papakura, Ponga 
Rd, 27 on 271'3; Rcd Hill, 10 on 31/5 (JVD, BB). Clevedon, Twilight Rd, 
14 on 10/5 (AJG). Otanewainuku, 4 on 7/10 (PCML). Kawerau, 1 displaying 
on 24/12; Kereu R rnouth, 3 displaying on 30/12; Raukokore R mouth, '7 
on 31/12 (DJO). White Pinc Bush, 15 in silver dollars on 9/10 (JR).  Wanganui, 
St Johns Hill, 3 regularly IPB). 

MALAY SPOTTED DOVE .C~rrpropt.lirc chinensis 
Mangere Ponds, 170 fceding on seeds, grit arid debris on 9/6 (GJM:; 

Puketulu I .  50 on 6 6 RBS. JXFJ. E L ,  '. 
BARBARY DOVE S. risc~ri~c 

Mangere Ponds, 1 with Malay Spotted Doves on 616 (RBS, J A  JF, T G L ) .  
Thornton V'lldlife ,\'lanagemrnt Res, I on 3/5 (RM\X1). 

WHITE COCKATOO Cuculrtu gderircl 
Pukekohe district, Puni to htauku, 2 flocks of 12 and 18 feeding anc 

calling in June (ICSj. Waikato R mouth, 2 on 919 [AJG). Port Waikato, 
Limestone Downs, 11 on 14/5 (MG, SG) .  Wairamarama, Pukehau Farm, 6(8 
being part of the 200-5trong winter flock or1 27/6 (DM\X1). Waingaro, 7 foraging 
in pasture under kahikateas on 9/9 (ASK? .  Otanewalnuku, 2 flew in, roosted 
for 2 minurei then flew off to the west, very vocal on 7/10 (PCML). Kata. 
40 on 21i6 [ R S ) .  
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K A K A  Nesror m e r i d i o n d i ~  
Great Barrier I, h i t  Hobson, 6 in rirnu fore5t near summit, others heard 

on the lower slopes on 11/2; Kiwiriki Bay, present on 12, 1312; Whangaparapara 
Trig, several on 14'2 (TGL); seen in all parts of' island in April, hlay (PL\l, 
Khl) .  hlanurcwa, Olive Davis Rescrvc, 1 on 2?/6 I JVI)). Pukeowhare, B. 
Bibhoff's farm: 3 on 17i7 (AS). Morrinaville, Houie  P a r k  I in strawberry 
tree on 516 {PJI. Kotorua City, Lynmorc, 1 on 1/10/83 IJKL,). Pureroa, Bismark 
Kd, a flock of 26 on 31/8 (PB).  M t  Maunganui, Arataki, I probably from 
h4ayor I exhausted and hungry on  1012; it was fed and rcleased at Otancwainuku; 
the second instance in this location in less than 3 years (PCML). Matemateaonga 
Walkway, Wanganui, 2 no date ICKS, PMS, LJLI, KJ\X7). 

EASTERN KOSELLA I'laljcircus rirrnitts 
Clrvedon, Polo Club pond\. 2 on 101'7 J V D ) .  Papakura, Red Hill, 

often recorded on cdgcs of huhh. 5 on 24/6 :UK). (:oromandel Pen, Stony 
Bay, 6 on 14/4 iVLj.  Hani l ton,  1 in compo>.t bin in garden on 11/9 (MS) .  
Lerrin, Kimberley Kd, 23 on 15/9 I 310). 

RED-CKOWNEI> PARAKEET' ( I ~ i i r 1 ~ ~ 1 1 1 p h m  ~ t o ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ . - i . t ~ l i ~ r z d i i l c ~  
Stanley I,  often flushed from the ground coiered with x x d s  beneath 

tawapou groves on 21-30/7; Little Barrier I ,  a pair Sccding on the tlowers 
of clytranthe growing in the cronni  of ancic~lt bccch trecs on i4i'll; Great 
Barrier I. M t  Hobson sumrnlt, a pair in rinlu Sorc\t on 11,'2 ('1'C;I.j. 

YELLOW.'-CK0W1SED PAK.iKk:E.r (,'. m r : ~ c p s  
Dragon's hlouth Cove, Hen I ,  w\.cral feeding in the top, o f  kanuka 

trees on 11/$; Little Harricr I ,  a few on lowcr \lopes III rhe kanuka h res r  
on 8-20/8 (TGL!. 
PARAKEET zp. ~ , ~ v , ~ n o r ~ i ~ , r p / z ~ r s  ap. 

Great Barrier I ,  Vl'har~gallarapara. 2 on i1i; (:ape Harrier Kd, 2 on 
9/5 (PA$I, KM).  hlaramarua SF, south end, r~dgt .  h u \ h  seninant, lh,'9, I hcard 
probably Ked-crowned since thry arc .n thc Elunua l<a:lgc\ IBB'!. 

S H I N I  K G  (;LTCKOO ( , ' ~ ; \ ' . S O L ~ O L  L:, .I- i u c i L h . !  
're Kao. first call 23/9 il'hi. W'aiotira, first h c n d  on 31;9; Great Barrier 

I, Kiwiriki Bay, a pair of Grey Vi'arhlcr5 fecding a ir-cll-grown juv 011 12/'2; 
(:uvier 1, several young being fed b!, (;re? V.'arblcr\ ill lasr wcek of Feb (T(;I-). 
Kemuera, first hcard on 31/10 (KRS). I'apakura, Kcd Hill, I strungly barred, 
singing in wattle, no  d o ~ m w a r d  slur at \ o ~ ~ g  cnd on 2 9 4  ' R B ) .  Clevcdon, 
1 on  131'9 (AJG) .  Glen Ma,seq-, 'l'c Puroa Kc>, 1 on 78,.'9; tfarnilron, Rukuh~a,  
up to 7 regularly visited a hi]&-t 'r  dollir , 9 1 1 1  in Jan I .\SR: Oputiki, Waloeka 
Kcs, 1 coming from a nc5r in a pine trce on 24) 10 IWIMHI .  'l'asaucra K, 
10 km upstream from Kau-crau. 1 fledged by Grey Tarhlcr ,  with 2 adult> 
singing in the vicin~ty on 27,) 12; Iiauliokore K mouth. 2 fledged a c u n ~ p a n i e d  
by Gre!. Vi'arhler. on 31/12 (DJO). Blnv,har~t Ku \h ,  ! on l3:lO I(:I-~\I, E;\.'-r'i 
Wanganui City, 2 regularly I P K .  
L ~ ~ K G - ~ I ' , \ I I . E l l  (:L'CKC)O Ei(. l~ ' t :~~~tl .$ '> ; C I I ! ~ ~ I : A I S  

Little Barrier I ,  a tlcdgling ui th  c.40 mln tail was fed by a female 
Robin at Icabt twice on 9/1,  barer r. chick in the iame area was being fed 
b y  X'hiteheacis (1G.li); T h u m b  Trlidik, cspcciall> plentiful and nois> u-ith mush 
long calling in groups on 6-10/1 (BB), i)tanewdinuku, 2 calling on 7/10 (PCMLi .  
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Kereu K mouth, 1 on i0,'12 ; l i JO  !. Black H w h  Kangc, 1 on 9t.12 jKV7'). 
LVanganui, h4aternatcannga Kalkivav. 15 on IK.'l; Arcnc Skylinc \Valkway, 
1 i~nrn on 2 i / i  i SEI), I . JD: .  Khirinaki, c.12 in m i d  podocarp forest on 
I /  1; Purerr~a North I3l(w-k, ; n n  iO,'l? (R.Y[; AJL)?'). 

h3OKEI'C)KK : V i m 7 1  no7'~1i.re~/~trr~ii~l~- 
Stank! I. a few on 2 ;  10,'7 :TC;I,) Rcmuera, repeated calls on 7/11 

(KRS) .  Pikowai. I i n  frlvsh plumaqe dead at  roadside on 29/7 (PChi1.i. Kereu 
R mouth, c.5 on I ?  . l)J(.)!. Furrrm. Roundhush. I responded to taped 
calls i JL.Vi, hlhi: .  I i a ~  Iwi. 1 nith wera In stomach dead on road (PBj. 

N E W  ZF<AL.%KII E; INGFI SHbX H r n l ~ ~ v ! ~  s c i m ~ < i  7wgms 
Ahuriri E, 5 nrl 11 /,? i K V 1  3 ,  23 on Ih/h i MT. PWI'?. T e  Awanga, 

1 w ~ t h  mouse on i i . /5 iH~ZZI.1. \F7aimar;3ma, 10 on 2'7,'h IKVT). hlanawatl 
E, 9 teeding on rndllats on 8/4 (JI.M, h'lhl). 

KOOKABURRA Dcr~ ci ! :  N ~ ' ~ , L ~ < ~ @ I T c ~ I P  

Kowhai I., Snurh Kaipara Head. 1 on lW2 (KRB). Mahurangi Wes~,  
i on 30C : R A E )  

NOR'I'lI ISI..\NI) RIFLELIAN .ilimrhirirril thioris gwnri  
Tongarirn NP, most common bush bird in Chateau area of park in 

Jan (PM, Kh.2). Marnuku Range, L Rorohokahoka mck,  8 on 21/5; Desert 
Rd, Orurerc Gulley. a pair on lYll ;Pi?',. Lrcwera, ,Zit Manuoha. abundant 
on 24/12; Mt Tauhard. 1 in montane forest on 27/5 (MCS). Mohi Bush, 
Maractorara, plentiful in Jan  ! A l l ' ,  P W T ) .  Black Birch Range, i on 9/12, 
2 on 2015 I KV.I; AKG). Menzies Huch., Tararuas, I4 seen and more heard 
(R&<y\. Eaithtwrnr. I)avs Ra?, I on \7!\\ : JT2M, MM,. 

S K Y L A R K  .4lartdo ~ ih . e~ i i i s  
'T'urdkina E, 2 flying with Handcd 1)orrerels on l i /4  (PB). 

W E L C O M E  SWAI.I.OW Hirurdo ruhiri~cz nconenil 
Ohinewa~. Black I., I purc-white bird except for normal dark eyes and 

colour around mouth. feathers tattered, on 6/2 (BJZ, ASR). Papamoa B, a 
flock of c.100 fc:>ding about cattle on 17/5 (PCML). L.  Oinga, c.1000 winter 
1984 roosting in an area 30 m q u a r e  in raupo (JGH. RMH). L Poukaaa. 
c.400 on 7/5 :KVl'j. Ahuriri E ccnsw, 28 on 3/11, 86 on 14/7 (KVT). 
FAIRY MARrIN  I'e~rochelidon (rid 

Papakura. Red Hill, I with W~lconie Sviallows after cyclone on 23/1 
{BB). 

NE,W ZEALAKD PIPI-I' Anthus n r l 7 ~ r 1 € ~ ~ ~ / ~ l n d i u e  
South Raipara Pen. 8 on OSNZ survey 9-10/2; West Auckland beaches, 

present in low nurnbcrs 1MJTi. Otamarakau-Pikoaai, 3 on this stretch on 
29/7 (WMH. P(:MI,). Raukokore R mouth, 3 pairs on 31/12 (DJO). Waipunga, 
Taupo Rd, numerous an 27/12 (REW, PWT). Clifton to Cape Kidnappers, 
7 on 28/8 IAI.H, KV?'). Foxton B, adult male in display flight from 10/11 
to 31/12 iJL.M, MMj. 

HEDGE SPARRO&' Prrtnrll~~ nzoduluris 
Motokaaanui I, Cavalli quire numerous on 6/4; Cuvier I, singing 

on 22/2 jTGL).  Hasrings, 1 on city lawn feeding on porridge scraps in winter 
I984 (KVT); Pavic RJ, 2 on 2 / 3  (CFM]. 
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FERNBIRD Howilleriu pumr~lru 
North Cape, several in low scruh and rushes on 211'10; Swan L, Ngataki, 

heard on 27/1 IPM, KM). South Kaipara Head, 1 heard on 1012 (KRB). 
Pollen I, Waitemata H, 17 in low scruh on 0 / 1  ( l ) (>B,  ( X i ; .  Great Barrier 
I, Te Ahumata, present in the platrau/crater scruh on I l l i ;  Kaitoke Swamp, 
common on 6, 12/51 '170ngari~.u N1< (:hattau to Mdllgatcpopo Hut,  in several 
areas of subalpine scrub on H and lOil il'hl, Khb. I ' iha~~gs,  caster11 slopes, 
2 in bracken and broom on 23/6/"84 (I'lIS). Hi~lcnlalaia K, ITpper Hydro 
I-, 2 on 31/12 (,WAW). 'rongariro SP, ~ U a ~ ~ g a r c p o p o  fIut track, many on 2/9 
(BDC). 

W H I T E H E A D  Mahouu ulhicilla 
Otanewainuku, one party of 3 but rno\r setrned to he In pairh on 7/10 

(PCML).  Blowhard Bush, tiel~l trip, 8 on 13/10; Hiack Hil.ch Range, heard 
on 9/12 (KVT).  Matemareaonga K'alkwah, W'mgar~ui, rnauy heard (L.JI), (:RS, 
PMS, RJW). Eastbourne, 1)ays Bay. st.\el.al males jinging mi 17/11 (JI .M,  
MM). 

GREY WARBLEK (;r,r.\gon~' t ,gd l i l  

Whangaparaoa Pen, Shakejpearr t h v ,  a ~ O I I ; I I I ~ I I [  ' I I I I ~ C . ~  on Y/O (RBS).  

FANTAIL Khipduru j z d i ~ ~ o . ~  
Waiuku, Glenbrook, pul-e ~ v h ~ ~ c  t711cl sccri i r i  Al:r and m ~ d - J u n e  ('1'11). 

I.. Kotorua, Mokoia I ,  200 ~ncludirlg IhO I I I  I'cr.,i~~lp Hock uver aurnlnlt on  
19/5 (PB). Levin, I black phaw hz~:lg l~.ira\\cti by -7 picc! i>lrd\ on I4/'4 :MU). 

P I E D  T I T  Pecroiiu ~ ~ u ~ ~ r o ~ ~ e p / ~ d t i  ~ O I ~ ( J I  

Pukerenga Hills, Kaiwaka, I rrrai~, on  16;11 ,1'.41 Fo'l; Waharau, 2 
males and a female on upper t r a ~ k  o n  24,,-7 R H ,  H J H .  N I)'! Orauewaiuuku, 
still plentiful on 7/10 (PCM1.j. Kauerau, 1 ncal. river 011 2 1/12 1)JOj.  Kotoma, 
frequently seen in summer but prc\,iousI\ \Larcc RR1W,. Hiowhard Bush, 
field trip, I heard on 11/10 ! KV'I', \X ' a~~ga~~u i :  I.i:,n~orc Forc\r, 2 on -7618 
(OCT) .  Eastbourne, Days Kay, 1 ~ n a l r  on 17, 1 1  ' Jl..ll, ,\121, 

N O R T H  ISLANL) KOBIN 1'. U ~ X O . ~ I \  1ot1~lj)c.~ 
Little Barrier I, Valley and ' l ' h i~~nh  ' l i x k \ ,  ,~nging part song on 6- 

10/1 (BB). Hinernaiaia K,  road to Lower Hydro I., ! a i ~ ~ g i ~ ~ g  o n  7,  10 (WAU'). 
South Whakarewarewa SK 1 in I'it~rr t ; i i i ~ . ~ ~ ~ l  on ? ! ' 7  a J G I  j. O ~ a : i ~ w a i ~ ~ u k u ,  
plentiful with cocks singi~lg lustdy a rn. on 7.' 10 , I'( :hl  I .  j .  Wanganui, 
Matemateaonga Walkway, 4 o n  1x1 1 : ( 'US, I 'MS 1.11). RJK'I .  

S O N G  T H R U S H  lurilus ph~lomt,lo.\ 
Mangonui K, Waiotira, lir,t full aullg on 4, 5 I'X; Otancwa~nuku, 1 

singing lustily in bush on 7/10 (l'(X11.). iias1111g5, I ; ~ L  wiig 011 21l.1, KV'I'j. 

RLACKBIKD 7: tnerulu 
Kaikohe, first full song ticard tm 10, h , l'A , K a t ~ k a r ~ ,  ;I male k\;~rrial 

albino in June, has been present for 2 !cars 13c ' I .  O t a n c ~ + a ~ n u k ~ ~ ,  nurnerous 
in native forest on 7/lCr r I'(.,MI.). 'I> Amarlga 1 slng!ng subsong ori 29/5 
(BM'T). Foxtori K, a very ~lotahlc influx 011 7'7 JI  hi, hIMj.  

S T I T C H B I R D  Norzoyvsr~, ,/ni11: 
Cuvier I ,  several pairs fro111 J U I W  1081 transfer bre~! sucscssfully during 

1983-84; c.20 present in Feb 1984; in March only I despite a fortnight's 
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searching; it appears the population i s  dying out; a booster transfer of 
made from Lirrlc Barricr I in April ((:RV, T G L ) .  Little Barricr I, rather 
quiet hut a male flew at my head during lunch 6-10/1 (BB). 

BELLBIRL) i l n t h ~ r n i s  nwlanurii 
Stanley I, scarcc on 23-30/5 ('I'(;L'i. FoT, Waharau, 1 sudden snatc,h 

of song on 9/5 (RBS). Mangatahi, Ngaruroro R, 1 in willows on 19/1 (M'T, 
PWI'). Taradale, 1 in garden feeding on winter cheer pokers on 11/6 (ARC;). 
Te Awanga, 1 heard on 26/'2 (B,UTJ. 

TITI Prosrhvmrdertr rzr~'i~csrsrel~zr~diue 
Middlemore, Auckland, now often heard (RBS). Clevedon, Tawhitokino, 

a few in kowhais; Kawakawa Bay, Richardson's farm, c.100 in kowhai grove 
with 31 in one tree, all on 26/8 (BR, JVD). Manurewa, Hill Rd, 1 eating 
an apple on 29/6 (JVD). Wanganui, St Johns Hill, 8 regularly (PB:I. 

Y ELLOWHA MMER E i r ~ h r r i m  cirrinrllo 
Little Barrier I, several in rank pasture on 113/8 (TGL) .  Haumoana, 

30 feeding on tarscaleti road on 6/6 (KVT). 

CHAFFINCH Fringilla c.orlehs 
Waiotira, song on 4/8; Stanley I, 1 singing on 26/7 (TGL).  Rernuer,a, 

first full song on 25/8 (RBS). Otanewainuku, numerous in native forest on 
7/10 (PCMI,). Haumoana, 30 feeding in vineyard or 6/6 (KVT). Hamilton, 
first call of the season on 3118 (PA). 

GREENFINCH Curduelis chloris 
Rcmuera, first 'jeering' on 13/9 (RRS). Pirongia, first call of the season 

on 10/8 (PA). 'I'e Akau, Waimai, c.550 in ploughed paddock on 19/5 (FN). 
Mt Tongariro, flying over summit west to east on 2/9 (BDC). Meeanee, c.250 
on 25/5 ihlT, PWT).  Ahuriri, c.40 feeding on seeds of hedge mustard on 
8/4 ( KVT). 

G O L D F I N C H  0'. curduelis 
Remuera, attracted by seeding zinnias throughout April (RRS). Ahuriri 

E, c.400 on 2/3; Te Hauke, c.500 on 8/4 (JLL, CFM,  KVT). 

KEL)POLI, C. flic.rnrnetr 
Fo'I; Waharau, 3 on 15/12 (BE:. Meremere, Whangamarino Swamp, 

large flocks on 5/8; Humpback Bridge, I a streaky iinm slightly red on head 
and breast on 5/8 [I'B). Kawerau, c.6 singing on 24/12; Raukokore R mourh, 
6 singing on 31/12 (DJO).  htangatahi, 2 feeding on mullein seedheads 3n 
20/10 (MT, PWT). X'aipunga, ' hupo  Rd, numerous on 27/10 (REW, PWT: .  

HOIJSE SPARROW Pusser dornesricris 
Hastings, c.4000 roosting in oaks on 13/6 (KVI').  

STARLING S w n l t s  7 ~ d g u r i s  
Remuera, young left nest on 19/11 (RBS). Hastings, Civic Square oaks, 

c.2500 arriving to roost from 1630 to 1715 hours on 7/5; Haumoana, a whirling 
mass of c.4500 high in the air while c.200 were in a vineyard eating grapes 
on 22/5 (KVT).  

INI I IAN MYNA Acridorheres rristis 
Remuera, young just out of nest on 15/3 (RBS). Pukahu, 32 mainly 

in small flocks on 17/6 (KV'T). 
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NORTH ISLAND SADDLEBACK Philesrurnus curunculuius rufttsuter 
Motokawanui I, Cavalli Group, has been breeding, but transfer does 

not seem to be quite as successful as those to other kiore-only islands; only 
15 on 6-7/4 (TGL) .  Tiritiri Matangi I ,  breeding successfully after release of 
24 birds in Feb 1984 (JLC). Tiritiri Matangi I, thriving, many using roost 
and nest boxes in 1984-85 season; Little Barrier I thriving but possibly 3 
instances of nests predated by kiorc; Stanley I, numerous, population several 
hundred on 23-Z0/7, many using roost and nest boxes; Fanal I, Mokohinau 
Group, 29 released near north-western end on 3/3 (TGL) .  Little Barrier I, 
one challenging passers-by from the ranger's hedge 28/1-2/4 (BB). 

NORTH ISLAND KOKAKO Cullueus cinereu 7uilsoni 
Little Barrier I, 24 birds transferred from Rotorua between October 

1981 and April 1983, 9 resighted in 1984-85 season; one pair had well-grown 
dependent juv in Jan, 6 including a pair of locally bred found (TGL) .  Rangitoto 
Ranges, Cowan Wildlife Refuge, c.8 singing on 13/4 (RD).  Pirongia, Mt 
Mahaukura, 2 on eastern slope on 12/11 IMCS). 

WHITE-BACKED MAGPIE f:ymnorhinu tihicen hvpoleucii 
Riverside, Whangarei, recent fledgling on 4/9 (PA). Raukokore R mouth, 

common, one flock of 35 on 31/12 (DJO). 

ROOK Corzus frugilegus 
FoT census, Miranda, winter 78 (RR).  Waitakaruru, 6 on 6/4 (CMM).  

Poronui Station, east of Taupo, 1 with magpies on 11/5 (JH). L Poukawa, 
c.40 on 17/h (KVT). Levin, 2 on 11/4 (WRJ). 
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P.M. Sagar, 1'. Schweigman, B . H  Seddori, M.J. Soper, S.C. Sparrow, 
1'. Surnnt:r, K.R. Sunoil, h.1. 'l.aylar, T.J. 'l'aylor, .4. J .  [I. Tennyscrri, N.J. Ward, 
R .  White, J.  Wills, G . B .  Wilkinson, P. Wilson, A. \X1r!,ght. 

Abbreviations: ad. adult, 2. apjvoxima~ely, Ck Creek, Esr. Estuary, 
Hbr. Harbour, Hd. llead, I .  lslantl, imm. immature, juv. juvenile, L.  lake, 
m asl. metres above sea lev& Pen. Peninsula, Pk. Park, pr. pan, Pt. Point, 
R. River, Sd. Sound, S1' Sewage Pord, SF. State Forest, Stm. Stream. 

SOI JTH ISL.%NI> BROWN K l  Wl Aplcr-vx ~ z o ~ r a l i ! .  uuscrulis 
Milford 'hack, 1 heard Clinton side of MaiKinnon Pass on 101'3 (SCS). 

GKEAT SPO'I"I'E1) K I  W l  A .  huds~zi 
G o u l a ~ ~ d  I h w n s  Hut: 1 on 26/1; Saxon Hur, Heaphy Track, c. 7 on 

2714 {TS 1. (..harkston area, cornrnori (DJO),  
YELLOW-EYED PENC;LrIN i l fegdyprrs  ~nripodes 

South Eaht I., 1 ad. present Jan and early Feb 1~AJDTj. Bushy Beach, 
Oarnaru, 1 on nebr wnh 1 egg, ar~othrr with 2 egg,, on 2Y/9 (1IW). Seal,xs 
Bay, (:odfibh 1 , 3 incubatlr~g on 27/10 :WJ(:j. 

BLUE PEKC;ITIN E d y p ~ ~ l ~  mmor 
Charlesron, numerous tracks on beach 14/10), 5 uffshore on 4/10, 11 

on 2W3, c. 20 on 2216 (T)JO,, Pinnacles, Chatham I.., several nesting in rock 
crevices on 22/11 iADJ'1'j. Oamaru IIbr, 1 on 22/1 (BW).  Sealers Bay, Codfish 
I., plentiful on 28/10 IWJ(:) 
FIORL)I.ANI) <XES1'EI> I'F,,4'GUI K h'u&prrs pu~.hyrhj~nchu,i 

Kahurangi Pt; 1 on 23/2 (,HR!. Monroe and Wlurphys Beach, ads arrive 
at colonirs late June and depart by March { K J W ) .  Martins Bay, many comlng 
and p i n g  near L.ong Reef Hut on 10/11 [SCS). Oamaru Hbr, 1 on lt/3 
IB\X1); 20+ ashore on 5/12 (HMS ). Stewart I., 6 off Kopeka R .  on 26/11 (CMEA). 
Sealers Bay, Codfish I., with large downy chicks on 27/10 (WJC). 

NO-TORNIS 33. 120-137 (1986) 
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ERECT-CRESTED PENGUIN E. scluleri 
Sandfly Bay, 1 dead, moulting on 23/3 (CMM). 

SOUTHERN CRESTED GREBE Podiceps iristurus 
L. Rotorua, Kaikoura, c. 10 on 4/12 (BEE), 2 on 25/1 (WFC). L. 

Ianthe, 3 in April; L. Mapourika, 2 in April (CSL). L. Marymere, 2 on 25/8, 
nest with 2 eggs on 15/1, one of eggs submerged under nest; L.. Hawdon, 
1 on 9/9; L. Grasmere, 1 on 23/9, 3 ad. and 2 chicks on 25/4, 2 ad. on 
26/5; L. Letitia, 4 ad. and 1 inim. on 25/8; I,. Sarah, 2 from 14/1- 3W3; 
L. Lyndon, 3 on 19/8, 7 on 3/11, 5 on 9/12; L. Ida, 1 on 28/4; I.. Catherine, 
2 ad. and 3 chicks on 22/12; L. Evelyn, 2 on 6/1; L. Selfe, 6 on 29/11 (PL). 
L. Emma, a pr with 2 chicks plus 4 occupied nests on 9/2 ,  16 ad. and 3 
juv. on 16/2, 25 ad. and 9 juv. on 13/4 (DG). L. Paringa and L. Moeraki, 
present (NJW). Fiordland, rare resident, gone from L. Fergus and L. Gunn, 
big decline on L. Monowai. Recorded since 1980 on L. Rouald, Green L. 
and L. Poteriteri, breeding on L. ?g hnau, L. Manapouri, Island L. and 
L. Monowai (KM, JVM). I,. Te Anau, 2 in Middle Arm on 16/4 (AW). L. 
Monowai, 3 pr with 2 young, 1 young, I irnm. on 171'2, 12 on 28/4 (HJ, 
MJ). Andersons Bay Inlet, Duncdin, 1 on 8/8 and 28/7 (WJC, BMcK). 

HOARY-HEADED GREBE P. poliocephltlus 
Bromley SP, 1 on 15/6 (PMS). 

AUSTRALIAN LITTLE GREBE 7kh.ybltptus r~ovuehollltrrdiuz 
St Anne's Lagoon, 1 on 25/12 (BE); 2 on 11/5 (,4B). I.. Rotoit~, Kaikoura, 

1 on 4/12 (BEE). Bell Hill, present 1984-85 (CSL). 

BULLER'S MOLLYHAWK Dionredea hulleri 
Grey R. Mouth, 1 on 23/5, 2 on 29/6 (NJW). Pitt Strait, Chatham 

I., c. 6 on 24/1 (AJDT). 

GIANT PETREL sp. Mucroneires sp. 
Grey R. Mouth, 1 on 22/5 (NJW), Oa~naru Hbr, 1 on 4/11 (BW). 

Lawyers Hd, 1 on 26/1 (KCG). 

SOUTHERN GIANT PETREL Macrone'.res gig~nceus 
Nelson Hbr, a white phase bird on 4/7 (NTQ). Kaikoura, 26 oil 31/8 

(BEE). Grey R. Mouth, 1 on 22/5 (NJW). 

ANTARCTIC FULMAR Fulrnurus gluciuloides 
South Cape, 1 50 km south on 26/11 (CMM). 

BLACK-WINGED PETREL Pcerodronlu nigripennis 
South East I., c. 50 about summit at night, sonic with boil on bills 

on 31/12 (AJDT). 

CHATHAM ISLANL) PETREL P. ~x-zllaris 
South East I., 1 in burrow with egg 011 5/2 (AJDT). 

BROAD-BILLED PRION Puchyptila ~l'ttuclt 
Cascades, Chatham I., cat killed bird found on 12/1; South East I., 

only odd birds present 28/1 to bi2 (AJDT). 

FAIRY PRION P. turtur 
KO Oreao, Chatham I., 4 landed by spotlight, 1 with brood patch in 

mid Nov (AJDT). Oamaru foreshore, 11 on 22/9 (BW). 
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WESTLAND BLACK PE'IXEL I'rc~ic!luria wrs f1un~ ' i~~z  
Westport, c. 20 around fishing h a t  on 22/6 ( D J O ) .  Grey K. Mouth, 

several on 3/6, 1 on 29,/6; S. Westland, winrer visitor iNJW). 

FLESH-FOOTED SHEARWATER Puj'finus iurneipzs 
Kaikoura, several present on 26/9 (BEE). 

BULLER'S SHEARWATEK I? bulleri 
Kaikoura, 100s close to shore or: 24/11, a rare occurrence, 20 on 10/1 

and 2 on 11/5 (BEE). Monroc Beach, South Westla~idl, 1 in early April (NJU1). 
Pitt Strait, Chatham I., c. 15 on 24/1 (AJDT). 

SOOTY SHEARWA'TER P. griseus 
Grey R. Mouth, several on 1/2, many on 21/4 (NJW). Kaikoura 6 

on 27/10, c. 11 on 11/5 (BEE). Ko Oreao, Chatham I., I seen while spotlighting 
on 20,'ll (AJI)T).  S. Westland, summrr visitor (NJW). L.  Gunn, 1 on 19,'5; 
Knobs Flat, 1 ad, and 2 juv. on 14/5;Te Anau, 1 on 13/5, 17/5, 18/5; Manapouri, 
1 on 18/5; Mossburn, 1 on 14/5; Five R.  Jct., 1 on 1615 [AW). Warrington 
Beach, hur~dreds feeding in surf on 18/'10; St Clair, 20,000+ inshore on 2?/3 
(KCG). Inchclutha, 200,000+ on 21/3 (PS). 
FI.U'I 'TERING SHI'ARWKI'ER 1'. gu7liil 

Charlestor~, 3 offshore on 27/2, 1 following and diving with a feeding 
Chnnet on 14'6 (D  JO). 

HUTI 'ON'S SHEAR\VK17ER P. liurct~tii 
Kaikoura, several thousand ferdlng on 31/8 and again 27/10 (BEE). 

WILSON'S STOKhl PETREI,  Ocrunircs ocranicrrs 
Stewart I . ,  1 off Lords R. on 261'1 1 (C'VM). 

GREY-BACKED STORM PETREL (;urrodiu newis 
Ko Oraeo, Chatham I., commonly seen by spotlight in Nov (AJDI') .  

Stewart I., 1 50 km off South Cape on 26/11 (CAnlM). Gore, 1 caught by 
cat on 10/3 (WJC).  

WHITE-FACXI) S L'OII.21 PETKEL l'elugodromu ttiurinu 
Ko Oraeo, Chatham I., several seen by spotlight in Nov (AJDT). 

AUS'TKAI-ASIAN G A N S E T  Sulu ba.wnu srrrurtir 
Farewell Spit, c. 600 present throughout breeding season, c. 80 nests 

in Nov (JMFI). Nelson SP, 1 on 10i2 ( IL) .  Brightwater, 1 over river on 15,' 
6 (EH). Thc Steeples, Cape Fuulwind, c .  45 d t i n g  on. 2 well-used white stacks, 
c .  70 birds in vicinity, no prevlous record as roosting or b~eeding site (DJO). 
Charleston, 3 on 29/7, 2 on 21/2, 3 on 23/2, 7 on 24/2, 3 or1 26/2, 8 on 
27/2;, c 40 with 3 dark juvs on 1/6, 7 on 14/6 iDJ0) .  Grey R. Mouth, 
1 on 1/2, 2 on l i /3 ,  1 on 21/3 catchirlg yellow-eyed mullet, 1 on 30/3, 2 
on 4/6 (NJW).  Ashley R. Mouth, 1 on 5/8 IPL). South East I., 1 on 3 . / 1  
(AJDT)  Monroe Beach, regularly seen, 6 on 11/6 J'NJW). Oamaru, 6 on 17/ 
11 tUW). Karitane, I on 6/2 (KC.Gj. St Clair, 1 on 20/10 (BW). Lawyers 
Head, 50+ on 26 i l  ( K G ,  PS). Green I., 6 on 28/10 (KCG). Bluff, 1 ad. 
on 1/1; Curio Hay, 4 ad. on 281'1 (RZLB]. Little Solander I., c. 12 in ,.op 
colony, 2 in lower colony 011 16/3 IWJC:, GE,  CMM;. 

BLACK SIIAG f'hu/ucroioril~ ct~rhc~ 
Wainlea Est., c .  -100 during winter cc11su5, hlotueka Spit, L. 100 usu;illy 

presenr ( JMH) Mokihinui Gorge, 1 on 504 (TS). L. liotoiti, 3 on %0/12 (DJ'3). 
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Charleston, southerly movement offshore during Feb with up to 10 birds per 
hour (DJO). Grey R., 16 on 12/3 and 27/4 {(NJW). I,. Kanierr, I in Aug- 
Sept (NJW). I.. Sarah, 1 on 14/1; L.. Lyndon, 2 on 19/8; Brornley SP, 26 
on 27/4 (PL).  L. Emma, 8 on 1V4 (DG).  Ohau R. Mouth, 17 roosting on 
logs and islanda on 29/5; Butchers Dam, Alexandra, 45+ on 16/6 (PC). Outram, 
14 on 26/4; 30 on 6/6; Tokomairiro K. ,llouth, 6 rooating on 10/4 (PS). 

P IED SHAG I'. zurilis 
Rocks Road, Kelson, c. 20 nest5 in Norfolk l'ines on 15/6 IJMH).  L. 

Grassmere, 6 in June (BAN). Kohaihai Eat., 7 on 25/11; 4 on 22/6 (CSL). 
Ashley R. Mouth, 2 on 15,'6; Brornley SP, I on 27/4 (PL). Wai~aurahiri R. 
Mouth, 7 on 19/5 ( K O ) .  Smokey Reasti, Stewart I.,  1 on 6/4 (AJDT). 

L I T T L E  BLACK SHAG I? sulc irr~srri~ 
Waimea Est., 16 on 29/'8 ( JMH!  

1,ITTLE SHAG P. tt~clrinolcwi.r~s hw71roslrir 
1,. Pearson, 9 on 25/1; L.. Lyndon, I0 on 1918; Ashle~/ K. Mouth, 

10 on 15/6; Hromley SP, 47 on 27/4 !I'L). L.. Iiairna, 88 on l i /4  ; 1)C; I .  Ararnuana, 
17 on 27/1 ( R I M ~ K ) .  Alexandra, 1 at 1,ower Lane\ Dam, 12 ar Butchers Darn 
on 16/6 (PC). Angus Burn, 3 on 1Wi; Wairaurahiri K. Muuth, 5 on 19/5 
(CC.0). 

K I N G  SHAG I.L~IICOLL(~I)O ( urto i~~ului~~l i  U ~ I ~ ~ I L . I I ! . I I I I \  
Stewart I., Admiralty Bay, 3 roosting c m  22, 7 1 1 h l t I ~ .  Snake 1'1, Queen 

Charlotte Sd, 3 on 29i8 (KT(:) 

STEWART ISLAND SHAG L . ~~hul i i~ trr i i~r~ 
Bushy Beach, 2 on 29/9 r K W ) .  

SPOTTEl) SHL4G S t i ~ r a ~ d r h , ,  plirl~ldlis p lo~~.r t~ i io  
The  Steeples, (:ape Foulw~ncl, preaent or1 sl~fla,  pl.~s\ihly breedung on 

20/2 (DJO). Punakaiki, 181 occupcd nests on lX.'X !('SI.) Grey K klouth, 
max. of 30+ on ?/6, fresh breeding plunrage In earl! June I X J W )  Kaikoura, 
500 flying past on 9/6 (REF!. S. Wcltla~~cl, unc.~imtnon, hlurphy Reach, 1 
ad. in breeding plumage on I l / b  ( K J W J  

WHITE-FACED HERON ArcfL~'r ~ z o ~ ~ ~ ~ r ~ ~ / ~ o l l i ~ t ~ ~ i z i ~ t  
Hope, 80 in paddock in Junc (IiHj. Dclawarc Bay, 30+ 111 June i,GDQi. 

Fairhall, 40 on 20/6 (PJ). Orowaiti Est. 1 or 2 July to 19/11 and 12/1 to 
June (DJO] .  (hbclen I,agoon, present d l  months except April; Hlaketown 
Lagoon, usually present (NJWj.  I~i~:hbonrl~c, 1 on 21'7 and 17/7; 'Ti. Kinga, 
1 on 13/8 (PJF).  S. Westland, uncommon !(NI\X'j. Hiiasr, 4 in iield w r h  herefords 
on 9/5; lhna lds  Flat, Waiaroto,, 1 wirh i Cattle Egret on 12'5 ' P C ' )  Shclrcr 
Rock, Kees Valley, 1 on 4/4 (BiZlcKi. 

WHITE HERON Egrcrru ulh~i 

Nelson district, 7 during June c c ~ i ~ u s  :JhZlI!  C;rovc.to\t~i, I on 29,'h I'J:. 
I.. Catherine, I on 29/11; Xvo~l-Iieathcotc l i ~ r  . 1 o n  201'6; I. E'or\ph, 5 
on 1/52 (PI.). I.. Elies~nrrc, 1 on 24/8 and from 21'2 to 8.'6 (E l i ,  PI-, CMMj. 
L.  Emma, 1 on 16/2 and l.3,'4 (DCr). Hauksbury I.agoons, 1 on 2413 (CMM). 
Kakanui, 1 on 11'4 and 19/5; All Daq Hay, 1 on 1.,"4, 28'3 and 19/5 (AH), 
1 on 30/8 (PS). Tomahawk Lagoon, 1 on 28./4 (AJDT). Alexandra, 1 in district 
9-26/6 (PC). 
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LITTLE EGRET E. gurzerfa 
Waimea Est, 1 on 11/4 (PW), 1 in June (AB). Or.owa~ti Est., I from 

July to 1/12, breeding plumage in Nov, 1-2 from 12/3 to June (CSL, DJOI.  
Westport Airport, 1 on 8/10 (DJO). 

REEF HERON E. suuu  
Okiwi Bay, 1 on 30/3 ( G L Q .  Kaikoura, I on 19/1, 1-.2 or1 23/3, 2 

on 11/5 (BEE). Mokihinui Est., 1 on 14/4 (DJO). Avon--Hcathcote Ex.,  1 
on 29/8 (1'1.). Parapara, 22 on 1/6 (CMM). Boulder Beach, Otago I'eninsula, 
1 on 8/12 (PS). 

CATT1.E EGREI' Rubu l~us  ibis 
Takaka, 15 in June; Motucka, 6 in June; Waimea Est., 35 in June (AB). 

6 in August (JW). Appleby, 6 in April (JB). 32 in May (DB), 21 on 3/6 
(CMM). Hope, 6 in June (EH). Grovetown, 13 on 20/11, 32 in 29/6; Fairhall, 
24 on 121'6 (PJ). Orowaiti Est., '7 on 25/11, crown and foreheads pale orangc:; 
Westport, 23-24 from 16/6 onwards (DJO). Barrytown, 20 on 13/5, 12 on 
25/5 (DJO, CSI.). Mt Fyfk Rd, Kaikoura, 20 on 11/5 (BEE), 12 on 1516 
(PJ). Coal Ck, 18 on 4/5, 17 or1 11/5, c. 16 on 23/i; L,. Ryan, 2 on 25;5 
(CSL). Cobden, 2 on 26/5 (NJW). Waikuku, 2 on 515 iABj; 11 on 15/t1, 
(JFMF, JSF). Christchurch, 2 on 4/6; L .  Ellesmere, 14 on 12/1 arid 16/3 
(PL). Springston South, 14 on 231'2 (CMM). I.. Paringa, 3 on 1H/4 (CSL.). 
Haast, 7 on 9/5 (PC); 4 on 6/6 (NJW). Berwick, 8 on 9/7, increasing to 
28 on 26/8; Paretai, 21 on 28/8 (PS). Okuru Motor Camp, 3 on 915; Drake 
Flats, Waiatoto, 1 dead on 10/5 pos3ibly killed by f'alcon; Ilonald Flats, 3 
on 12/5; Galloway, 5 on 4/5; Cardrona R., 1 on 23/6 (PC). Te Anau, 1 on 
19/8, 2 on 2V4,  2 on 1/5, 1 on 4/6 (KM, JVM), 1 on 10/4, 2 on 12/4, 
3 on 14/4 (.4W), Manapouri, 4 on 6,14 (JVM), 6 on 23/5 (AW), 5 or1 26/5 
IKM, JVM). Lillburn Valley, 1 on 9/5 (WJC). Wyn'dham, 52 o c  9/9, 6 on 
4/11 (WJC), b in eclipse on 28/2 (KRS). Waianawa, 1st seen on 24/4, 2 on 
2/5, 0 on 13.15, 9 on 16/5 (WJC). Makarewa, 13 on 28/7 (KM, JVM), 16 
on 28/7 (WJC). 25 on 8/11, 12 still in eclipse, 24 on 25/ll ,  2 in eclipse:, 
3 in breeding plumage, 11 on 3/12, 7 in breeding plumage, 0 on 6,/12 (WJC). 
Invercargill, 2 in mid March (WJC), 30 on 13/5 (MLB), 22 or1 18/5, 5 on 
2/6; Tisbury-Motu Rimu Road, 20 on 29,'6 (WJC). Waituna, 2 on 1Y/6 (MLB). 

NANKEEN N I G H T  HEKON Nyctiioruw culedoniius 
An unbanded bird at Double Ccwe, (1. Charlotte Sound, on 12 and 

17/5 (CJRR). 

AUSTRALASIAN BITTERN Baruurus srcllaris 
Marahau, 1 in May (DB). Westport, I dead oil ~oadsiile on 11/8 ( D J 0  I .  

Cobden Lagoon, 1 on 1813 (NJW). I>. Ryan, 1 pr present (NJW). L .  Emma, 
1 on 16/2; Maori Lakes, 6 on 22/10 (UG). Henley, 1 on 2'b/8 (PS). Middlemarcl!, 
I at 450 m as1 ill tiny wetland on 24/3 (KM, JVM). 

GLOSSY IBIS PlquJzs fctlcin~llus 
I.. Tuakitoto, 1 feeding in paddock with 20 White--faced Heron3 o : ~  

25-28/8 (PSj. 

KOYAL SI'OONB1L.L IJlctriclcu rcgic, 
Farewell Spit, 2 in Sept, 19 in Junc [JMH). I'uponga, 2 on 1/'6 (CMM #. 

Motueka, 17 in June (JMH), Mapua, 6 in Junc (ABj. Waimea Est., 5 01  
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917, 17 on 2918 (JMII), 8 on 1114 jl'W!. Vernon Lagoons, 10 on 28/8 (WFC). 
Kromlep SP, 5 on 2714 iI'L), 8 on 15/6 (CMM, I'MS), 12 on 291'6 (PL). 
Okarito, no young raised (CSL). L. Wainono, 3 on 17ill  (BW'I. IIawksbury 
la goo!^, 13 on 2611, 25 on 10/2 (AGH), 1 on 16/6 (PS). hlaukiekie I., Otago 
Coast, nested for second season with c. 7 nei;ts and c. 10 young iledged (CL). 

MUTE SWAN (cygnrrs nlor; 
Ashley R. Mouth, 2 on 15'6; Coopers Lagoon, 8 on 21/4 (PL).  

RI.ACK SWAN C. ~irrarus 
Bells I. SP. 6 on 20/4 (PDG, GDQ). Waimca Est., 15 in June (IL). 

Nelson Haven, up to 5 in June (GDQ':. Karamea, 1 nesting on 22/6 (CSL). 
L. Rotoiti, I o~ 28/10 (PJ] .  I. Ryan, 3 plus 3 young on 20:'2, 1 plus 3 young 
on 21/3, 2 on 23/h; Cobden Lagoon, 3 plus 3 young on 20/2; Rlaketown 
Lagoon, 2 on I6/b (NJW). I,. Grassmere, 102 on 25/4. 106 on 26/5 (PL). 
L. Emma, 248 on 13/4 (I)(;). L. Paringa, L. Moeraki, present (NJW). 
Hawkesbury Lagoon, 172 on 16i5 (PS',. Aramoana, 173 on 27/1 (BMcK). 

CANADA GOOSE Rrunru ninczdrnsis 
L. Grassmere, 214 on 25/4,187 on 26/5 (PL). Greymouth area, spreading 

from releases, breeding (CSI.). L. Emma, 47 on 15'4 {DC;). Washdyke Lagoon, 
250 on 7f7 (BHS). L. Monowai, 84 on 28/4 I M J ) .  Waituna Lagoon, 85 on 
l0/2 (MLB, WJC). 

PARADISE SHELDUCK Tuciorntr zluriegutu 
Stephens I., Marlborough Sds, 15 on 8/h (WFC). Ward, 12 on 15/11, 

1 pr raised all 9 young by 30'11 (I'JT). Mokihinui Forks, 2.3 on 6/4 (TS). 
Waiau, 270 on 5/1 (LJD, SED). St Anne's Lagoon, 6 on 1115 (AB). L. Kaniere, 
present J ~ d y  to Sepr (NJW).  L. Emma, 601 on 111.1 [DG). Washdyke Lagoon, 
10 on T/7 (BHS). Karitme, female possibly on nest on 19/8 (KCG). Kaikorai 
Est., pr with 9 young on 19/11 (AGH). MacT,enrian, (Mil ls ,  pr with young 
on lOil (KCG). Middlemarch, 150+ on 6'3 (1%). Angus Burn, 2 on 1815; 
Wairourahiri K. Mouth, 6 on 19/5 ( C ( : 0 ) .  

MA1,LARD Anus plat.yrhynchos 
Westport Airport, maximum count, c. 600 on 2ni"; Cobden Lagoon, 

maximum counts, 60 in Jan, 90 in Mar. 50-+ in Apr, 50+ in May, 40+ in 
June (NJWj, 're Whanga Lagoon, Chatham I., c. 5 on 10/11 (ALjJT). 

GREY DUCK A. ruprrriiiow 
West Coast, less common than Mallarll except for forested areas (PJF 

et ui.). Mokil~inui R . ,  present; Wcstport Airport, present (DJO). Greymouth 
present (CSL, NJW). I,. Kaniere and S. Westland, present (NJW). Chatham 
I., 3 at Big Slump an 29/11, 2 at 1,. Rakeinui on 12/'1 (AJDT?. 
GREY TEAL A. gibberifrons 

Hells I. SP, 8 on 29/8 (JMH), 60+ on 20/4 (PDG, CDQ). Waiau, 3 
on 5/1 (LJD, SEDj. St Anne's Lagoon, 20+ on 25/12 (BEE). Hapuku, 2 
on 12/9, 4 on 3/12, 10+ on 20/1, 8 on  3/2; L. Rotorua, Kaikoura, 13 ad. 
and 4 ducklings on 4/12 (BEE',. L. Brunner, unconfirmed sighting on l l i 8  
(CSL). Brooklands L.agoon, 6 on IOi5 (AB); 3 on 1516 (PI.). Avon-Heathcote 
Est., 60 on 15/6 ( C M M ) .  L. Emma, 7 on 13/4 (DGj. Hawksbury Lagoons, 
200 on 24/3; L. George, 30 on 22/3 ( C M M ) .  L. Te Anau, 59 at south end 
on 19/7, 56 on 201'5 (JVM). 
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NEW ZEAL.AND SHOVEI. EK A .  rliuzchoris 
Farewell Spit, 70 on 21'6 (( 'Mhl).  Kestport Airport, c. 15 on 22'6 

(DJO). L.  Ryan, maximum cnunt, 37 on 2113; Cohden Lagoon, maximum 
counts, 2 in Jan, 1 in Feb, 21 in Mar, 40 in Apr, c. 50 in May, 40 in June; 
Rlaketown Lagoon, 50+ on 21./4, 150 on 23/h (IVJW). Hapuku. 3 on 12i9, 
2 on 20/1, 4 on I3/5 (BEE). Waiau. ? on 5,'l :I-JD, S,ED). St Anne's Lagoon, 
301 on I l l 5  i'AR). L. Evelyn, I on 29/'11; Brooklands Lagoon, 14 on 15/15 
(PI,). Rrninlel; SI', 600" on 15/6 iCMhll. L. Emma, 1 9 m  13i4 (DG). Washdq-ke 
Lagoon, 100+ on 7/7 [BHSi. Hawksbury Lagoons, 50 on 2413 (CMAl). L. 
Te Anau, 20 at south end on 1Y1'7. 47 on 2iV5. 80+ on 24i5 !J\JM1. 

BL IJ'E Dl-?( :E; ~ v r ~ r c n c l l ~ l ' r n ~ t s  t7dizcnrh~i1chos 
Gourland Downs, 1 pr on 26/4 {'TS! Present on I-Ieaphv, Karamea, 

Wangaprka arid Mokihinui Rivcrs, St  James R'alkuray, Fox R. and 12 Mile 
Ck { D J O  e/  d.]. I,. Roroiti, I at Lake Hcad Jetty on 1/6, 3 on shore on 
3ih (NIN). Lynn Stm, 2 an 8/4 (DG;. 
NEW ZEALAND SCAUP Avril-va n ~ n ~ ~ e s e e l ~ r r z d i ~ ~ c  

L. Roturua, Kaikoura, 1 7  ad. and 3, 4 and 6 young on 4/12 (BEE). 
L. Kanlere, present all months, hreetling, maximum of 14 on 28/8 (NJ\V, 
CSL). X'aiau, 12 on 5 1  (LJD, SED). St .4nne's Lagoon,40on 25/12, including 
1 bird u-ith 3 ducklings and 1 bird with 9 ducklings (BEE). L. Sarah, 21 
on Bi9,  30 on 2/3, 42 on 30/3; L. Letitia, 21 on 25/8; L. Grassmere, 73  
on 23.19, 99 on 25/4, 103 on 2615; L. Marymrre, 1'5 on 10/11; L. Georgina, 
6 on 7 / 3 ;  Brcmdcy SP, 35 on 2714; Thc Groynes, Christchurch; 15 on 3 / 6  
(PL'I. L. Emma, 311 on 15'4 (DG]. I.. Paringa, L .  Moeraki, prcsent (NJ\ICr). 
Pikc R., 2 pr on 5/12 iBHS). L ,  hlcKerrow, 10+ on 5/12 (BEIS). Martins 
Bay, 8 on 5/12 :BElSj. L .  Hauroko, 12 on 22/3 (CMM). L. l ' e  Anau, 221 
at south end on 7/4 IKM). L. Monowai, 50+ on 28/4 IMJ). L. Hauroko, 
3 nests on 111 12, all hatched by 2W12; 1.. George, 1 male on pond, Hender';on 
Extension, on 23/12 (WJC). 

AI!Sl'RAL..ASIAN HARRIER Circus dpproximans 
West Coast, common and breeding in agricultural area (PJF e t  b l . ) .  

Mokihinui Forks. 1 on 6/4; Matiri Range, 1 on 8/4 ITS). L. Kaniere, 1 in 
Scpt only ( N J W ) .  Chathatn I., common, particularly in the north in Kov; 
South East I., several on 28/1 IAJD'I-;. Yates Point, Fiordland, 1 on 11/8 
( K M I .  R'airaurahiri R. Mouth, 1 on 19'5 (CCO). 

KEW ZEALAND FATAC:OhT Falro rzo7wseel~ndiiw 
Stephens I. ,  I on 7-11/6; Waikakaho Valley, 1 on 6/7 (WFC). Ward, 

regular visitor to farm; latne falcon killed NZ Pigeon on 5/5 (TJT). Oparara 
R., prcsent, possibly breeding; Millerron, 1 ad. on 13/5; Westport, 1 on 1/5 
(.DJO). Homestead Spur, 1 at 1500 m on 17/2; Mt Terako, 1 on 8/4; H a p k u  
R., 1 chasing Black-backed Gull on 27/11; Kowhai R., 4 on 25-26/11; Charwell 
R., 1 on 5/5; Hundalees, I chasing Harrier and anorher heard on 17/5 (BEE]. 
Handon R. 1 ad. and 3 irnm. on 17/2 (JFMF, JSF'). Logan Park, 1 on 14/6 
(IUD). Timaru Ck, L. Hawea, 1 on 6 / 2 ;  Shovel Flat, .'Matakitaki R., pr probably 
nested on 1812; Upper hlanorburn L>arnl 2 pr on 20/2 (PCj. Rees Valley, 
1 chasing Harriers at 25 Mile Hut on 5/4; Symes Kd, Old hlan Rang,:, 1 
on 23.12 (BMcKl. I.. Hauroko. 1 road--killed on 22/3 ICMM). 
NANKEEN KESTREL. E I ~ Z L  hroidrs 

Tiwai Pt, 1 on 30/4, 29/6 (AW, WJC; and 2Xl7 (CICIM, \VJC). 
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CHUKOR Alectoris chuknr 
Mid Dome Pk, 9 at 1460 m as1 on 26/3 (Khl ) .  

PHEASANT Phusiiznus colrhirzis 
Greendale, 1 male on 22/6 (JMF,  J SF) .  

BANDED RAIL Rnllz~s philippenic clrsimi1i.c 
Wairnea Est., 2 on 23/3 (GDQ, SH, DGOj. 

CAI.IFORN1A QUAIL L,ophoriy culz~fi~~rnir~r 
I.ake Rotoiti, 1 on 21/12 (DJO),  2 on 27/12 IPJ). Hommtead Spur, 

2 at 930 m on 17/2 (BEE). Hanmer, bird sitting on 10 eggs (DH).  

WESTERN WEKA (;allirczllzts mrrrulis uusrralis 
Heaphy Track, Buller, G r c y m o ~ ~ t h  and Inchbonnie, common (TS  rr 

ul.). Charleston, breeding, newly hatched young on 2718, 3/10 and 14/3, the 
latter independent by late June ( I>JO).  Waimatua. 1 dead on road on 4/3 
( W J O  
BIJFF WEKA G. hector; 

Chatham I., female hiding under kelp, occasionally submerged, pr with 
large downy chick on 22/ 11 (AJDT). 

MARSH CRAKE I'orzunu pzrsillu 
Todds Valley, 1 killed by cat on 23,/1 (GDQ).  Seddon. 1 juv., on 3016 

(TJT). Westport, present on pakihi ponds south of town (DJO). I.. Sarah, 
4 on 51'1 (PI.). Maori Lakes, 3 on 22/10; L. Emma, 6 on 16/2, 1 on 11/4; 
Sunday I.  (upper Rangitata), 1 on 20/10 ID(;). L.  Ellesmere, 1 on 416 (PI.). 
Thornbury, 4 on 17/3 (CMM), seen regularly IOJL). 

PUKEKO Porphyrio porph-yrio 
West Coast, commond and breeding in wetlaridz and agricultural land 

(PJF er ul.). Heathcote-Avon Est., c. 200 on paddocks on 16/5; South Coast, 
Chatham I. ,  7 plus large downy chick on 27/11 (AJII'I'). 

BLACK-TAILED WATER H E N  Tribonyw z~enrrc~lis 
Kongahu Swamp, 1 on 29/8 and present until Nov (CSL.). 

AUSTRALIAN COOT Fulica utru uuscrulis 
St Anne's Lagoon, 5 on 11/5 (AB). L. Coleridge, 10 on 28/4; Bromley 

SP, 1 on 216; L. Emma, 16 on 13/4 [DG).  Lower Lanes Dam, Alexandra, 
13 including 2 imm. on 16/6; Upper Lanes Dam, 5+ on 16/6 (PC). 

S O U T H  ISLAND PIED OI'STERC.4TCHE.R I-luenluropus ostrulepsfinschi 
L. Rotoiti, 3 on 23/11 (I'J), c. 80 on 20/12 in cut marshy paddock 

(DJO). L .  Station, 10+ on 25/12 IPJ). Ruller, common on larger estuaries; 
Okari Est., 150 on 12/8, 76 on 25/11, c. 290 on 22/6; Orowaiti Est., 0 on 
25/11, c. 620 on 22/6; Charleston, flocks calling and moving north at night 
on 10, 11, 12 and 17/1 (DJO). Washdyke Lagoon. 7 on 7/7; Haldon Arm, 
L .  Benmore, 1 on 14/7 (BHS). Central Otago, banded female K-4797 back 
at same nesting area for 14th consecutive season on 13/10 (PC). Aramoana, 
80 on 12/8, 209 on 27/1 (BMcK). The Oval, Dunedin, 78 on 15/6 (PS). 

VARIABLE OYSTERCATCHER M. ~inicnlor 
Nelson Haven, 14 pr in Sep (JMH).  Whites Ray, 1 pr nesting on 9/12, 

2 young on 18/12, different pr with 2 eggs on 21/12, 2 young on 24/2 (BAN). 
Okari Est., 14 on 22/6; Orowaiti Est., 1 partially white bird on 15/9; Charleston, 
1 pr bred c. 2.5 km from coast on a shingle river bed, I half grown chick 
on 13/2 (DJO). Kowhaihai R. maximum count of 11 on 25/11 (CSL). Okuru 
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Est., 25 on 6/6 (NJW). Martins Bay, 1 pr on 6/K! (BHS). Sandfly Bay, 4 
on 14/7 (BMcK). Tomahawk Beach, 9 on 15/6 (PS). Angus Burn, 5 on 18/ 
5; Wairaurahiri R. Mouth, 2 on 19/5 (CCO). 

SPUR-WINGED PLOVER Vanellus miles novaeholl~rndiae 
Stephens I., 3 on 1/6 (WFC). L. Rotoiti, c. 110 in cut marshy paddock 

on 20/12 (DJO). West Coast, common throughout (CSL et al.) .  Mokihinui 
Forks, 3 on 6/4 iTS). I>ashwood, 1 pr with 4 young on 24/2 (BAN). Te 
Whanga Lagoon, Chatham I., 2 on 10/11 (AJDT). Washdyke Lagoon, 8 on 
7/7; Haldon Arm, L. Benmore, 62 on 14/7; Ahuriri R., 2 on 2/12 (BHS). 
Stewart I., 2 at Ringaringa on 10/3, 2 at Native I. on 11/3 (CMM). 

LEAST GOLDEN PLOVER Plue~ialis fulvu 
Orowaiti Est., 1 on 27/1 (DJO). L. Ellesmere, 7 on 13/4 (PL). Awa~rua 

Bay, 15 on 24/11 (WJC); 21 on 27/11 (MLB), 8 on 3/3, 1 in breeding plumage 
(MLB, WJC); 30 on 4/3 (MLB); 37 on 18/3, all but one in eclipse (WJC, 
GE, CMM). Awarua South, 2 in eclipse on 17/3 [WJC); 26 on 51'4 (KM, 
JVM). Waituna Lagoon, 7 on 10/2,2 on 2/3 (MLB, WJC). 
NEW ZEALAND DOTTEREI, Charudrius ohscurus 

Farewell Spit, 6 in June (JMH). Motueka Sandspit, 1 on 9/2 (JMH, 
GDQ). Oreti Beach, 4 on 7/5, 3 on 3/6 (MLB). Awarua Bay south, 18 on 
22/7 (WJC), 28 on 25/7 (JVM), 6 on 12/8 (WJC), 1 on 16/2 (RRS), 21 on 
17/3 (WJC, GE, CMM); 27 on 1414 iWJC); 21-33 from 17/3-29/6 (MLB). 
Smokey Beach, Stewart I., 1 on 6/4 (AJDT). 

BANDED DOTTEREL. C. bicincrus 
Vernon Lagoons, 3 on 28/8 (WFC). Orowaiti Est., 49 on 10/2, 3-7 

March to June (DJO). Blaketown Lagoon, maximum count, c. 35 on 20/2 
(CSL er al .) .  Cohden Lagoon, 1-2 from Mar to May (NJW). Te Whanga 
Lagoon, Chatham I., 2 on 10/11 (AJDT). L. Lyndon, 2 on 24/11; Avon- 
Heathcote Est., 17 on 29/6 (PL). Washdyke Lagoon, 6 on 7/7; Ahuriri R., 
5 pr on 2/12 (BHS). Martins Bay, 2 pr on 6/12 (BHS). Aramoana, 62 on 
27/1 (BMcK). Cabbage Point, 44 on 11/1 (KCG). L. Hawea, one colour dyed 
and banded bird from Australia near lakehead on 29/9; Old Man Range, nest 
with 3 eggs in tundra zone 1 km south of Obelisk on 22/1 (PC). Kaipo Beach, 
Fiordland, 4 on 17/8 (KM). Awarua paddocks, 193 feeding among sheep on 
2/6 in 2 paddocks 15 km apart; Awarua Bay, c. 300 on 3/3, 176 on 4/3, 
17 on 9/3, 1 on 18/3; Waituna paddocks 258 feeding with other waders and 
sheep on 2/6 (MLB). Smokey Beach, Stewart I., 1 om 6/4 (AJDT). 
BLACK-FRONTED DOTTEREI, C.  melanops 

Ashburton R., a pr with 2+ chicks on 6/10 (DG). Homestead Tirn, 
Ahuriri R., 1 ad. on 12/6 (PC). Taieri R., Outram, 3 ad. and 2 chicks during 
survey on 17/11 (PS). Lower Mararora R., 1 imm. on 3/4; Mararora Dam, 
9 ad. on 26/5, 7 ad. on 16/6 (KM). Waimatuku R. mouth, 1 on 29/4; Lower 
Mataura R., 2 on 28/4 (RRS). 
WRY BILL Anurhynchus frontalis 

Ashley R., 6 on 22/12 (RVM). Ashley R. Mouth, 1 on 15/6; I,. Ellesmme, 
44 on 24/8, 37 on 5/9 (PL); 60+ on 22/12 (PMS). L. Wainono, 1 on 17/11 
(BW). Cabbage Point, 2 with 44 Banded Dotterel on 114 (KCG). Hawkesbury 
Lagoon, 1 found dead on 2711 (PS). Oreti Beach, 3 on 7/5, 3 on 3/b, 4 
on 19/6 (MLB). Invercargill Est. shellbanks, 1 on 3/1 (KM). 
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FAR-EASTERN CURLEW Nurneniu~ mudquscuricnsis 
Farewell Spit, 6 on 2/6 (CMM). Cabbage Point, 1 on 11/1 (KCG). 

Invercargill Est. shellbanks, 1 on 3/1 (KM). Waituna Laagoon, 10 on 3/1, 
9 on 10/2, 9 on 2/3 (WJC), 7 on 19/3 (GE, CMM). Fortrose Est., 4 on 
21/6 (MLB), 11 on 29/6 (SLI.). 

WHIMBREL sp.N. phueopus 
\X1aituna Lagoon, 2 on 3/1, 1 on 10/2 (WJC:, MLB). Fortrose Est., 

2 on 29/6 (SLL). 

ASIATIC WHIMBREL N. p. zurzgurus 
Avon-Heathcote Est., 1 on 27/10 (PI.). Farewell Spit, 5 on 3/6 (CMM). 

ASIATIC BLACK-TAILED GODWIT Linrosu lirnasu 
Avon-Heathcote Est., 7 on 27/4, 15/6, 30/6 (PL, CMM, PMS). L. 

Ellesmere, 11 during Jan (JFMF, JSF, PL); 8 on 15/2 (PG). L . George, 
Colac Bay, 1 on 16/3 (GJE, WJC, CMM). 

BAR-TAILED GODWIT I , .  lupponicu 
West Coast, 799 in Xov census (CSL). Orowaiti Est., 4 on 27/1, 1 

on 12/3 in breeding plumage, 4 on 22/6, 9 on 30/6; Okari Est., 34 on 25/11, 
11 on 26/6 (DJO). L. Elle~mere, 18 on 21/1 (PL.). Aramoana, 183 on 27/1 
(BMcK). Invercargill Est., new migrants present on 28/9 (M1.B). Awarua 
Bay, 257 on 18/3 (CMM). 

GREENSHANK Tringu rzehuldrita 
L. Ellesmere, 1 through June (PI., (:Mh1, PMS). hwarua Bay head, 

1 on 3/3 (MLB,WJC). 

MARSH SANDPIPER T. slugnurilis 
Hawksbury Lagoon, 1 on 6/2, present fur a month [KCG). Awarua 

Bay, 1 on 2/12 (KM, JVM). Waituna Lagoon, I on 3/1 (WJ(:). 

TATTLER sp. Tringu sp. 
Cabbage Point, 1 on 26/12 (KCG). Awarua Bay, 2 on 7/10,4 on 24/11 

(WJC);3 on 19/12 (KM), 5 on 3/3 (hlI.B, WJ<:) ; 5 on 5/1, 1 with light 
barring breast and belly, 4 partly barred on side of breast (KM, JVM). 

SIBERIAN TATTLER T. bre'z'ipes 
Kaikoura, 1 on 27/1 with short nasal groove, 2 on 10/2, 1 positively 

identified (BEE). Aramoana, 2 on 30/4/8'3 (AJDT). Papanui Inlet, 1 on 15/6, 
22/6 (KCG). 

TEREK SAKDPIPER Xenus cinereus 
Awarua Bay head, 2 on 3/3 (MLK, VC'JC:) and 1Hi3 (WJC, GE, CMM). 

TURNSTONE Arenuriu inrerpres 
Waituna Lagoon, 34 on 10/3, 25 on 4/5 (WJC, CMhl). Awarua Ray, 

300 on 18/3; Oreri Beach, 43 on 20/3 (CXIM) 

SNIPE sp. Gullinugo sp. 
L. George, Colac Bay, 1 on 19/12 (KLLI, JVM); 20/12 (WJC); 16/3 

(WJC, GE, CMM); 21/3 (GE, CMM). 

CI-IATHAM ISLAND SNIPE Coeno~oryphd uuckllrr~dlc.~ pusillu 
South East I., many with large chicks but 1 on 2 eggs on 5/2 (AJDT). 
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KNO'I' culidrus C U N U [ U S  

Okari Ebt., 8 on 25/11 (CSL, P)JOj. L. Elle:;mere, 29 on 12/1, 2111 
(PL). Aramoana, 2 on 25/11 (PS). Invercargill Est. shellbanks, 101 on 311 
(KM); c. 600 at Jocks Roost on 3/1 jhlLB); 3 on 2'9/6 (KM). Awarua Bc.y, 
6 on 28/7 (KM);  52 on 4/3 (MLB); 110 on 18/3 (WJC, GE, CMM); 40 
on 5/4 iKM, JVR.1). 

SHARP-TAILED SANDPIPER 0%. rlcu~linuru 
L. Ellesmerc, 17 on 24/2 (JFMF, JSF); 3 on 7/3 (EG). Waituna Lagoon, 

6+ on 3/1, 12 on 10/2 (MLR, W JC). 

PECTORAL SANDPIPGK C. mt.lunorus 
L.. Ellesmere, 2 on 23/2 \ChlM); 2 on 7/3 (EG). Inchclutha, 6 on 

21/2 (KH), 6 on 10/3 (1's). L George, Colac Ray, 1 on 20/12, 16/3, 31'3 
(WJC, GB, CMM). 
CURLEW SANIIPIPER C. ferrugitre~i 

Awarua Bay, 1 on 24/11 (WJC,;  4 on 19/12 (KM, JVM); 9 on 3.'3 
(hILB, WJC); 13 on 8/1 (WJC, GE, CMM); 13 on 51'4 (KM, JVM). L. 
Ellebmerc, 9 on 22/12 (I'MS); 4 on 8/6 i(:MM). 
RE1)-NECKED STINT (:. ruji~ollis 

Farewell Spit, 13 on :Z/h (CMM). L.. Ellesmere, 87 on 22/12 (PMS); 
56 on 2/1 (JFMF, JSF); 42 on 1/3, 15 on 8/6 (CNLM). Awarua Bay head, 
33t on 3/3 fML.B, X'JC); 25 on 18/3 (WJC, GE, CMM); 32 on 5/4 (KA4, 
JVM). Waituna Lagoon, 20+ on 5/12, 5 on 10/2, 2 on 3/3 (WJC, MLB). 

SANDEKLING L'. d h u  
Awarua Baq, I on 1&'1 (WJC, GE, CMM). Waituna Lagoon, 1 on 

10/2,2/3 (MLB, WJC). 

PIED STILT Hin1m2fopu~ hit~~crrrrupus Irucophrllus 
Orowaiti Est., maximum count, 63 on 23/6 (DJO). L. Ellrsmere, 107 

on 21/1 i1'L.j. Opihi R. Mouth, 4 on l l i 9  (BHS). Washdyke Lagoon, 02 
on 7/7 (BHS). Kaikorai Es., 215 on 22/12 i AGH). L. Wanaka west, 1 cm 
paddock on 2616 (PC,. I,. hlonona~,  71 on 18/3; Awarua Bay, 123+ on 4/3, 
58 on 9/? (hZ1.R). 

SOCJTHEKN GREAT SKUA Sr~.rcorurius skuu lonnbi~rgi 
Charleston, 1 on 1/6 (DJO). Little Solander I., 1 on 1613; Stewart 

I., 2 at Kuri I't; 2 at Pcarl I. un 26/11 (CMM). 
1'OMARINE SKLA S. pomurinus 

Charleston, 1 juv. on 21,;2 ((DJO). Coopers Lagoon, 1 at sea on 3/3 
(JFMF, JSF) .  

ARCTIC SK IJA S. p~truiricus 
Charleston, 1 juv. on 21/2, 2 dark birds on .23/2, 1 l igh~ phase ad. 

on 2312, 3 dark birds plus I juv. on 2W2, 2 dark phase ad., 1 light pha>e 
ad., 2 juv. plus I other on 20/3, 2 dark birds on 1/'6 (DJO). Murumurus, 
Chathani I . ,  1 small skua, probably Arctic on 6/2 [AJIDT). Coopers Lagoon, 
3 at sea on 31'3 (JFMF, JSF). St Kilda Reach, 7 chasing White-fronted Terns 
on 25/1 (PS, KCG). Clutha R. Mouth, 1 on 6/4 (KCC;). 
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SOUTHERN BLACK-BACKED G U L L  Luru, dowl in l~aus  
Nelson Boulder Bank, 1150 nests on 7/11 (JMH).  L.  Rocoiti, 4 on 20/ 

12; Millerton, Denniston, large colonies at c 700 m asl; Charksron, 'rauranga 
Bay, isolated pairs nesting on cliffs; Rapahoc, large colony at c. 700 m as1 
(DJO). Angus Burn, 5 on 18/5; Wairautahiri K .  Mouth, 8 on 191'5 ( K O ) .  

RED-BILLED G U L L  L. tzozueholluniii~e ~ ~ o ~ p u l i t ~ u s  
Nelson Boulder Bank, c. 800 nesta on 7/11 ( JMH) .  Greymouth, less 

common than Black-billed Gull (CSL). Big Slump, Chatham I , a few nesting 
offshore on 29/11 (AJDT). 

BLACK-BILLED G U L L  L. hulleri 
L. Rotoiti, c 400 in cut marshy paddock on 20/12 (1)JOj; 3 on foreshore 

on 14/10, 20 on 22/10, none on 21/12 (I'J). Grey R. hlouth, niaximun~ coullt, 
c. 75 on 21/4; Cobden Lagoon, nlaximun~ count, 22 on 161 6; Blaketown Lagoon, 
maximum count, 30 on 29/6 (NJW). L. Pealson, 75 on 16iI iPI.j, Waiau 
R., Balloon Loop, 197 ad., 82 new chicks on 5/12, Maralora Dam, 351 ad., 
224 large downy chicks and 1184 ricsting ad. on dam on Ihil.! (KM). Thornbury, 
2000+ on farm beside Aparima K. on 8-20/6 (0J I . j .  IIaast, cumrnon, INJW). 

CASPIAN TERN Hydroprogtze cLtspi~l 
Motueka Sandspit, 50 on 9/2; Nelson Bouldcr Hank, -1 p r  bred 1984/85 

(JMH). Kaikoura, 1 on 9/6 (BEE), Mukihinui E\t., Granit), Orowaiti Est., 
Buller R., Okari Est., Tauranga Bay, I'unakaiki, Greyniouth, 1-5 throughout 
the year (CSL, DJO, NJW). Lyell C k  A l o ~ ~ t h ,  Bullcr R., 2 on 17.'6 (BEE). 
Grey R. Mouth, 1 begging juv. on 2 0 / 2  (1)JOj. Cora I y n n ,  2 oli 24/1; Ashley 
R. Mouth, 2 on 15/6; Avon-Heathcote Est., 7 or1 27/4; 1.. Ellesnicrc, 1 on 
8/6 (PL). Rakaia K. Mouth, 56 on 15/6 I'KHj. Washdyke lagoon, 1 on 11/8 
(PL). Waituna Lagoon, 10 on 19/3 (CMM).  Warr~r~gton Bcach, 2 on 18/11, 
2 on 16/6; Papanui Inlet, 1 on 22/6; Chbhage Point, 2 ad., 2 young ~ I I  l l i l  
(KCG), 8 on 16/6 (BMcK). Catlins Lake, 2 juv on 2h/8 (BMcK). Ohau 
K. Mouth, 1 on shingle bar on 29/5 [PC) .  Thorr~bury, 2 heside Aparlrna K. 
on 8-20/6 (OJL). 

BLACK-FRONTED 'TERN Srtmu ulhostridrii 
Riwaka, 6 in June (AB). Motueka Sandspir, 1 juv. on 9/2 ( JMH) .  

Appleby, 6 in paddocks on 6/7 iGBWj. Waimca Est., I on 11 14 IPW). LTpper 
Wairau, 9 on 6/10; Fairhall, 33 on 25/6 (PJ! Daahwood, 550+ on 11/5 XJ l ' j .  
L.  Rotoiti, c. 40 in cut marshy paddock on 20./12, adult plumage (I) JO). Howard 
R. Mouth, 4 ad. plus I juv. on 3/11 (PJ). Awarere, 88 or1 29 i6  il'J). Greymollth 
breakwater, 1 on 20/2 (NJW). I.. Pearson, 22 on 16i l ;  Aahlcy K. hlouth, 
28 on 15/6 (PL). Opihi R. Mouth, 35 on 11/'9 ; BHS). Okura Esr., 4 on b/6 
(NJW). Washdyke Lagoon, 11 on 11/8 (PL; .  Waituna 1.agi)on. 8 011 19/3 
(CMM). Upper Oreti R., 5 taking fingerling> on 319 lWJ( 1). E ~ a l  Ck,  Aparima 
R., 21 on 27/7. 40 on 8/10 (MLB'). Orcti Bcach aouth, 294 011 24i2 (WJ(:). 
Whero Rock, 4 imm. nearby on 1213 (CMM). Lglinton Valicy, rare migrant, 
a few pr breed irregularly (KM, JVM).  Half~nool~ Bay, 2 on 514 iAJD1'). 
LITTLE TERN S. ulbifrons 

Grossi Pt, 4 on 10/11 (EH). 
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WHITE-FKONIED TERN S .  srrzuru 
Motueka Sandspit, 200 yr nested; Nelson Boulder Bank, unsuccessful 

nesting (JMH). Mohikiriui Est., c. 115 d u r ~ n g  May; (kanity, maximum count 
of c. 200 on 17/3; .1Buranga Bay, 200-300 on Wall Rock on 11/8; Okari Est., 
42 on 22/6; Charleston, maximum counts for each month, 3 in Aug, 9 in 
Sep, c.  20 iri Nov, 25 in Feb, average ratio of 1 juv. to 4 ad., 43 in Miir, 
c. 100 in June (DJO). Grey K. Mouth, usually 1-10 iron: Dec to June hut 
37 on 18/3 and 200+ on 21/3 (KJ\XT). Clay I't, Banks Pen., c. h0O on 2713 
(BHS). Chatham I., 1 pr nesting at Red Bluff on 2/12, flocks of up to 60 
seen on South Coast on 13-30/11, 1-2 pr breeding offshore at Big Slump 
on 29/11 (AJDT). Opihi R. Mouth, c. 40 on 11/9 (BHS). Otago Mole, 113 
on 25/11, 200+ on 27/1 (BMcK). St Clair Beach, 1000+ on 25/1 (KCG, P!;). 
Invercargill Est., 67 nests with eggs on 27/11 (MLB). 

NEW ZEALAND PIGEON Hemiphugu noz~ueseelundiae 
Mr Richmond, 1 at 1250 m on 2/12 (SLK). L. Kotoiti. 1 in plum 

blossom on 16/9 (PJ).  Mt Fyffe Hutt, 1 fleh over at 1150 m on 18/5 (BEE). 
Greymouth, prcsent (('SLj. Westport, present (DJO), Te Anau Wildlife Park, 
23 keding on crack willow on 2/8, 15 on 19/8; Queens Reach, Te Anau - 
Manapouri, 54 feeding on grass and clover on 12/81 Manapouri, 59 feeding 
on grass on 8/9 (AW). 

CHATHAM ISLAND PIGEON H. no:~u~ . s r r lmd iu  i.huthumensis 
Chatham I., none x c n  from Pinnacles to Ko Oreao on 13-30,/11 (AJDT). 

ROCK PIGEON Colu~tzbu lioiu 
Grovetown, 40 on 7/11 (PJ), 

WHITE COCKA'1'00 C ~ ~ c a r u u  guleriru 
Greymouth, escaped cage bird present for past 3-4 years (CSL). 

SOUTH ISLAND KAKA Ncsror meridionulis 
Heaphy Track, 1 at Saxon Hut on 27/4, 2 at Saxon R. on 281'4 (TS). 

L.  Rotoiti, pr chased by Tui on 11/8, 1 feeding in beech, 6 m from habitation 
on 18/11, heard flying from Big Bush to St Arnaud at 0545 h on 7/4 (PJ). 
Charleston, prexnr in unlogged forest (IIJO). Hollyford Valley, common from 
Hokuri R. to road end on 20/11; Routeburn Valley, 1 near Falls Hut on 27'4 
(SCS). Blue Mountains, I +  in May IMF). Otatara, 1 present Nov-Dec (WJC:). 
L. Hauroko, 1 on 22/1 (CMM).  

K EA N. nurdilis 
Gouland Lhwns, 2 on 26/4; Mohikiriui Forks, 1 on 6/4; Matiri Range, 

8 on 7/4 (TS). L.  Rotoiti, 3 at camp ground on 20/L2; Charleston, 4 during 
Mar-April were well outside their normal range (DJO). L .  Alta, Queenstown, 
2+ in bluffs on 18/3 (PC). 

EASTERN ROSELLA Plurywrcu~ exirnius 
Berhune'b Gully, Dunedin, 1 on 14/10 (AGH). Leith Valley, 2 on 27,'7 

(AJDT). Arrowtown, 1 from Aug-Oct (MJS). 

CHATHAM ISLAND RED-CROWNED PARAKEET 
C'yunorumphus noz~itezelandiue churhurnensis 
Chatham I . ,  a few at Ko Oreao in Nov, 2 at Cascades on 10/1, a few 

at Murphys Hill 15-20/1 ;AJD?'). 
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PARAKEET sp. C>~anorumphus s p  
Heaphy Track, I at Lewis Hut on 25/4 (TSi. Charleston, present in 

unlogged forest (DJO), I,. Kaniere, present in most months (NJW). L.  Hauroko, 
3 on 22/3 (CMM). Codfish I. ,  abundant throughout, particularly in groups 
of 2-3. Yellow-crowned Parakeets more common at higher altitudes, Red- 
crowned Parakeets at lower levels. Second nimt common bird along coastal 
tracks (W JC). 

YELLOW-CROWNED PARAKEET C. uuriceps 
Mavora I,., 2 on 9/9 (BMcK). Routeburn Valley. widespread, especially 

in red beech forest on 24/4 (SCS). 

ORIENTAL ClJCKOO Cuculus surururris 
Tukurua, Golden Ray. One on 2-4/12 (W. I<. L. Wilkins). Cobden, 

1 in Feb, in same garden as last year (CSI,). Seddonville, 1 present Jan- 
Mar (NZFS). 

SHINING CUCKOO Chrysor.occy lucidus 
L. Rotoiti, 2 on 20/12 (DJO). Westport, 1st record on 26/9 ('1's). 

Charleston, 1st on 25/9, newly fledged bird on 19/12, song ceased on 18/1 
(DJO). Reefton, many on 27/10; Greymouth, 1st on 918 [CSL.); I juv. in 
late Dec; I*. Kaniere, 1st in 3rd week of Oct (NJW), Christchurch, 1 gleaning 
caterpillars from kowhai on 5/4 (PMS). Alexandra, 1 flew into window on 
22/1 (PC). Te Anau, 1st heard on 5/10; Manapouri. 1st heard on 7/10 (AW). 

LONG-TAILED CUCKOO E~idj~nurnys rlrircniis 
Mt Duppa, heard on 6/2 (JMH). I.. Rotoiti, heard after dark on 20/12 

(DJO). Charleston, no records; Fox R., only record of 1 on 10/11 (DJO). 
Greymouth, no records ((XI,). I,. Kaniere, I dead in late Oct (NJW). Martins 
Bay, 1 on 5/12 (BHS). Snuthbridge, 1 on 7 i 3  ICO'D). Waiau R., Rainbow 
Reach, 1st heard on 7/10 IAW). 

MOREPORK Ninox novueseelundiur 
Kaihoka Lakes, heard in May iJB). West Coast, common, breeding 

(CSL, DJO, NJW). Codfish I., 1 mobbed by 5 Brown Creeper, chased by 
2 Bellbirds on 28/10 (WJC). 

LITTLE OWL Arhene noctrru 
Takaka, heard in winter (LL). Otago Hbr, 1 dead on Pilots Beach on 

23/3 (AJDT). Invercargill, 1 on 19-21/4 and 2714, flew into suburban gardens 
at dusk causing alarm calls followed by silence from other birds (MLB), 2 
seen in pines on 29/8 and 3/6 (MC:. 

NEW ZEALAND KINGFISHER Hulcvon sunoo 
Kaikoura to IJre, 9 on wires on 13/6 (PJ). West Coast, fairly common, 

breeding (PJF, CSL, DJO, NJW). Charleston, song from 14/8-27/2 (DJO). 
L.. Ryan, only record of 1 on 21/3; L. Kaniere, uncommon, recorded from 
Sep onwards (NJW). Craigieburn Stm, 1 on 31/3 at 800 m as1 (PL). Karitane, 
6 on 16/5 (PS). Papanui Inlet, 3 on 22/6; Andersons Ray, 2 on 18/8; Catlins, 
1 on 4/1; Macandrew Bay, 4 on 22/6 [KCG). Alexandra, 1 at Muttontown 
Gully on lW5, 1 at Manor Ck on 20/6 (PC). Invercargill coast, last spring 
sighting on 3/9, 1st autumn sighting on 7/2 (MLB). Smokey Beach, Stewart 
I., 1 on 6/4 (AJDT). 



134 CLASSIFIED SUMMARISED NOTES NOTORNIS 33 

SOLTH ISLAXI? RIFI.EhlAN clcunrhisir~u ihloris cMoris 
Heaphy Track, recorded only from MacKay Hut to Perry Saddle on 

24-29/4 ITS). L.. Kaniere, common; Paringa State Forest, nest building at 
1000 m as1 and lower on 3/10 (NJW). 

ROCK WREN .Ytwicrts g i l~~ i z~rn f r i s  
Mt Rauff, West Matukituki, 1 pr and 1 imm. at 1370+ m as1 on 19,/2 

(P(:). Milford Track, I on Clinton side of hlackinnon Pass on 10/1; Hollyford 
Vallcy, 1 on ro~.ks among knee-drep snow near Harris Saddle on 20/4 (SCS). 

SKY LARK AIurdo ~ I I ~ S I S  

West Coast, common, breeding on agricultural land and pakihi (PJF 
cr (21.) Matiri Range, 1 on Thousand Acre Plateau on 8/4 (TS). 

WELCOME SWALL.OW Hirundo tuhir icu ncoxenu 
L.  Rotoiti. 6-7 at camp ground on 20/12 (DJO). West Coast, locally 

common, less so in winter ((:SI.). I,. Kaniere, uncommon, 2 on 27/8; L. 
Ryan, maximum count of 16-20 on 23./6 (NJW). L .  Sarah, 2 on 14/1 with 
empty nest (PI.). Omarama, 2 on 2/4 (ARB). West Taieri, highest winter 
count of 42 on 13/5 IPS). Clinton, 1st record for area of 2 on 1/12 (MT). 
Haast, 3 on 18/5 (PC:). Mararora Est., 1 imm. on 3/4 ((KM). 

PIPIT Anrhus no~~izes~elandicie 
Forsyth I.,  3 on 11/1 (PJ). Gouland Downs Hut, 2 on 27/4; MacKay 

Hut, 3 on 26/4; Mohikanui Forks, 3 on 6/4; Matiri Range, 4 on 8/4 (T!;). 
Greymouth area, no records (NJW). Kokatahi-Kowhiterangi, none on 27/4 
(CSL). Mt Fyffe, several at 1600 m on 16/3; Mt 'Rrako, 1 at 1820 m on 
8/4 (REE). (:hatham I., common on south coast, South-East I. and Pitt I. 
during summer months (AJDT). Old Man Range, 1 taking insects from edge 
of a late snowbank on 5/2 (PC). Native I., 1 on 11/3 (CMM). 

HEDGESPARKOW' Prrinellu moduluris 
Heaphy Track, recorded throughout on 24-29/4 (TS). Charleston, song 

from July to 29/1, newly fledged young 19/10 to :2/2 (DJO). L. Kaniere, 
song from July (NJW). Chatham I., present at KO Oreao on 25/11 and several 
at Murphys Hill on 15-22/1 (AJDT). 

SOUTH ISLAND FERNBIKD Romdleriu punctatu punctutu 
Heaphy Track, 1 at MacKay Hut on 25/4, 5 at Gouland Downs Hut 

on 27/4, 2 at Perry Saddle on 27/4 {TS). Millerton, Denniston, present; 
Charleston, common, breeding on rough farmland and pahiki, expands range 
Jan-July to include logged forest and improved pasture (DJO, CSL). Cobdcn, 
1 on 15/3, the only record (NJW). L. Kaniere, 1 pr present June-Aug (NJWJ). 
Blue Mountains, south end, 1 in scrub and tall snow tussock on 25/2 (A(:), 
Te Anau, 1 at Ivon Wilson Park on 6/4 only (KM, JVM). L. Monowai, 2 
on 1613 (MLB). Freshwater Flats, Stewart I., saw 4 and heard many more 
on 8/11 (AJDT). 

CODFISH FERNRIRD R.  pzcncturu rufescens 
Sealers Bay, 3 in dunes on 28/10 (WJC). 

BROWN CREEPER Finschiu novurseelundiue 
Nelson, 4 in suburban garden on 29/6 (PDG). Freshwater Flats, Stewart 

I., abundant in manuka on 8/4 (AJDT). Heaphy Track , 5 near MacKay 
Hut on 25/4, 2 at Rlueshirt Ck on 26/4, 2 at Saxon Hut on 26/4; Matiri 
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Gorge, 2 on 914 (TS). Charleston, common, breeding (DJO). Cobden, 1-5 
resident; L. Kaniere, small numbers prcsent, full song from Aug INJW). Mt 
Nimrod, 2 on 9/9 (BHS). Green Hut, Silver Peaks, 5 on 12/8 (BMcK). L.  
Hawea, heard in mountain beech in Timaru Ck on 6/2; Blue Mountains, in 
silver beech above Rongahere on 25/2 (PC). Pounawea, present on 10/1 (K<'G) 
L. Hauroko, 12 on 22/3 (CMM).  

YELLOWHEAD Mohoicil ~ ~ . h r o c ~ p h ( ~ l , ~  
Paringa, Mataketake State Forests, present at c. 800-1000 m as1 bur 

uncommon INJW). Hawdon R., 3 on 17/2 (JFMF, JSF). Blue Mountains, 
2 in silver beech on 2512 (PC). Frank Stnl, Catlins, 2 on 14/1 (KCG).  I,. 
Hauroko, heard on 22/3 ICMM). 

GREY WARBLEK GrrIvgone igort~ 
L. Rotoiti, I taking insects inside house on 11/8 (PJ). (:har.leston , 

nest building started on 24/8, 1st egg on c. 1219 (I)JO). 

CHATHAM ISLAND WARBLER G. ulhojronrtlru 
South Coast, a few at KO Oraeo on  13-30/ 11, also at Cascades on 10/11 

( A J W  
SOUTH ISLAND FANTAIL Rhipiduru fuligincisafuliginosa 

Charleston, 1st courtship feeding on 31/8, 1st fledged on 28/10 (DJO). 
Greymouth area, maximum numbers in autumn and winter (NJW). I,. Hauroko, 
5 black, 7 pied on 22/1 (CMM). 

CHATHAM ISLAND FANTAIL K. f ~ d z ~ i n o s ~ ~  penitus 
South Coast, a few near KO Oraeo on 13-30ill; Pinnacles, 1 on 20/11; 

Cascades, common on 10/11 (AJDT). 

YELLOW-BREASTED T I T  Petroiu mucrocephalu rnuc.ro~~ephulii 
L. Rotoiti, female collecting insects on 13/10, male with Silvereyes on 

2/3, more tits seen than usual IPJ). Sedcion, 1 iuv on 9/1 (SLK). Cobden, 
only record of 1 on 29/4 (NJW). Charleston, 1st egg on c. 28/8, last fledgling 
on c. 9/1 (DJO). L. Kaniere, song began last week of July (NJW). Mt Nimrod, 
3 males on 9/9 (BHS). Dunedin Botanic Gardens, 1 on 2/2 (ARR). 

SOUTH ISLANLI ROBIN P. austrulis u~usrrulis 
L. Rotoiti, 1 in house on 23/3 (PJ). Sandy Saddle, Mt Fyffe, 1 on 

16/3; Orange Grove Saddle, 1 at 928 m as1 on 17/2; L. Rotorua, Kaikoura, 
1 on 4/12 (BEE). Saxon R., 1 on 28/4; Mohikanui R., present during April 
at the forks, Hennesy Ck, Larrikins Ck, and Goat Ck (TS). Charleston, dispersal 
from breeding areas began on 5/11 with small numbers present until 30/7. 
Males sing in what are apparently winter territories (DJO). Minchin Ck, 1 
male and 1 1st year bird beside track to Minchin Ck, 400 m before highest 
point on the track (JRJ). Fiordland, locally resident in the east, common in 
red beech in Eglinton Valley; rare in western Fiordland although common 
on Breaksea I. where Norway rats are also present (KIM). Freshwater Flats, 
saw 5 and heard many more on 8/4 (AJDT). 

SONG THRUSH Turdus philomelos 
Greymouth, singing started mid May; L.  Kaniere, singing started in 

Aug (NJW). Westport, 1st fledgling on 8/10 (DJO), Murphys Hill, Chatham 
I., 2 on 20/1 (AJDT). 
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BLACKBIRD T. tneruia 
Charleston, song from ll/S to 31/3 (DJO). L .  Kaniere, song beg;an 

last week in Sep when Hokitika birds were feeding n ld ings  (NJW). iCZurphys 
Hill, Chatham I., a few caught by mistnet, none seen or heard otherwise (AJD'T). 
SILVEREYE Zosrerops larercllrs 

Heaphy Track, many birds flying north along coast on 24/4, some heading 
east over Perry Saddle on 28/4 (TS). Charleston, 1st nest building on 2119, 
1st fledgling on 10/11 (DJO). L. Kaniere, few birds in Sep (XJW). L. Rotciti, 
feeding young on 24,2 (PJ'r. South Coast, Chatham I., comtnon in summer; 
South East I., several on 30/1 (AJDT). 

BELLBIRD Anrhornis rnalun~~ru 
L. Rotoiti, young calling for food on 13/10 (PJ). Charleston, a very 

successful breeding season, 1st fledgling on 24/10 (DJO). Rangiora, 1 heard 
on 25/2 (RVM). Mataketake State Forest, nest building on 7/10 (NJW). Mt 
Nimrod, several heard on 9 / 9  (BHSj. Blue Mountains, 1 albino above Rongahere 
on 25/2 (PC). 

T U I  Prmthemudercr novueseelandiae noz meelundiue 
Greymouth, feeding on kowhai Aug-Sep (CSL); only other records Dec, 

21/5 and 1W6; L. Kaniere, highest numbers in Nov when feeding on karr.ahi 
and Quintinia flowers (NJW). 
CHATHAM IS ],AND T U I  P nooue.wIundiue chiczh~umensix 

South Coast, a few at KO Oraeo on 13-30/11 and at Cascades on 9/1; 
South-East I., flock of c. 20 rising high above Woolshed Bush for several 
minutes until 11 flew off towards Pirt I., on 5/2 (AJIIT). 

YELLOWHAMMER Enzberiza cirrinella 
Buller, common, breeding on drier coastal areas, some movement during 

winter (D JO). 

CIRL BUNTING E. cirlus 
Ward, 1 pr with young on 1/3 (TJT). Hapuka, several birds seen on 

20/1 (BEE). Kt'elson Haven, c. 8-12 on salicornia flats during winter months 
(GDQ, JMW. 
CHAFFIKCH Frinqilla cnelebs 

L. Rotoiti, c. 20 eating Coprosma fruit on 24/2 (PJ). Charleston , song 
7/8 to 1/2 (DJO). Greymouth, song stopped by mid Jan, no large winter 
flocks this year; L. Kaniere, 1st song on 3118 ( N J W ) .  Chatham I., a few 
at Ko Oreao in Nov (AJDT). South Westland, most widespread finch (NJK7). 

GREENFINCH Curduelis chloris 
West Coast, less numerous rhan other finches (CSL, NJW). Charleston, 

last fledgling on 11/3 (DJO). 

GOLDFINCH C. curduelis 
Ward, 100+ on rape paddock on 10/5 (TJTj. West Coast, present in 

native forest and tussock; Mohikinui Forks, 2 on 6/4; Heaphy Track, c 20 
on 25-29/4 (TS). Little Totara R., very few in winter, then 12 singing on 
24/10 and up  to 15 until Jan (DJO). I.. Kaniere, c. 50 on 27/4 (CSI,). Courtenay, 
400+ on 14/4, more than usual (JFMF, JSF). 
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REDPOLL C. flurnmeu 
Perry Saddle, 8 on 27/4; Gouland Downs, 1 on 27/4; Matiri Range, 

62 on 8/4 (TS). Ward, 100-200 on fathen paddock on 20/7, 1000+ in March 
(TJT). Little Totara R., most numerous from late Oct, when 30 were hinging, 
to Feb, maximum count of 50 on 10-15/1, 1st fledgling not until 10/1 (DJO). 
Greymouth, uncommon until a few birds in Jan (NJW). Courtenay, 200+ from 
Feb-April, fewer than usual (JFMF, JSF). 

STARLING Slurnus zlztlguris 
Ward, 1 cream bird in March ('I'J?'). Grcymouth, large roost at Point 

Elizabeth (NJW); smaller local roosts auch as grow of bamboo in Moana St 
(CSL). Littk Totara R., almost absent from breeding sites Dec-Feb (DJO). 
MAGPIE sp. (;yrnnorhinu tihicen 

Cobden, 1 on 22/6 (NJW). Ngahere, 2 on 18/8; Matal, 2 on 18/8; 
L. Kaniere, 1 on 27/4; Kokatahi, 4 011 27/4 ((XI2). Inchbonnie, very common 
(PJF). 
BLACK-BACKED MAGPIE (2. tihiicn l ih i~wi  

Hapuku, 2 on 3/2 (BEE). 
WHITE-BACKED MAGPIE (;. cihz".en h s p o l e ~ ~ c ~  

Blenheim, 1 in May (TJT). 

ROOK Com~us frugilcgus 
Ward, 1 pr in May (TJT). I*. Roroiti, Kaikoura, 9 with magpic on 

4/2 (BEE). Earnscleugh, 2 in Oct; Keyburn, 1 rcsidcn~ in pines near bridge 
in Nov; Sutton, 150+ on 9/12 (PC), 108 on 22/1 (KM,  JVM). 
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volume, ~x i th  ~,\c.cllent ~md-paper map\; it providch, incidentally, a rnodel for 
an \  i h r . ~  !ili\t i l l  ~ ~ r - a ~ : ~ i ~ a l  laj.our anti clear typograph!.. Fossil records are 11ot 
~ I I L  ludcd a\.ailablc f i ~ r  Korth Amcr~ca in Pierce Urodkorb's CL~~iIogiit~ 0fE~lrsi1 
l{rrd.\, I9h?-78, Iiull. b'lorida State M u ~ c u m ) .  Species cntriei arc not number,:d, 
hi11 a 11,t of ":i.0.1~. N U I I I ~ I C I ~ ' '  is gi~'cr1 at the end of'the \,olurne. 

'l'hc cr~tcr ia  for ~nclusion arc clearly \ ta tc~i  in the preface: the nl,iin 
hod) of t h t  \ ~ v r h  comprixs  specie\ ibr w h ~ c h  there is a published record 
ofoccur rcme \ \ i t t l~n  rhe ( h e c k - l ~ s t  arca , u p  to 31 Lkceniber 1981 j. L'npubliated 
r c ~ ~ o r d s  IICLI. 11) the area hri~t.  been ini~ludeci if '  the Chrnntittee was ablt to 
\cri t \   hem (11 i \  i ~~ tc re \ t i ng  to note that "much of the Jistrilsutional d m  
for \pc.c~c\ a h u x  oiiurrcrlcc 111 the (:heck-lis~ area is well docu~nentcd is 
hbcci I)II \ ~ g h l  r c ~ o d \ " .  j I'hcrc arc foul appcnd~ces: 
I .  Spciii.\ rccurdc~l in the ( :hc~.k-  list arca onls on tht. basis of observation; 
2. Spec~c \  110 longer ac .ce~~tc~1 in thc I I I ~ I I I  rest (mainly rejected as crroncou?j; 
3 .  1-or111.. o!Jo~~blful idcnrir) or of11yb11d origin that have hccn given a forrnal 

\ ~ ' l ~ l l l l f ~ ~  I l ~ l l I ~ ;  J I I L ~  

1. l)clils~:rarelv introduccci \pc:~.~c\ or- exaped  captives not ,atisfacrorily 
d c ~ n o ~ i \ r t a r c ~ l  ro havc become cbtal)li\hed. 
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'J'he contrast with thc size of the avifaur~a involved in the preparation 
of our o u n  f'nrtlicoming revised chcckll\t ; undr r  300 spccicsj is ohvions -- 

it is to be hoped that v,e can safkly spread our\elve\ to suhspccies without 
the fear, as was the case with the A.0.I:.  checklist. that "it' [the (:ommittcc] 
had emulated previous committees hy cvaluatir~g critically all of the rie\cribcd 
subspecies within the (:heck-list arca, thcrc ivc)r~ld he Iittlc hope of p~rhli\hing 
the work before the 21\t Ccnturv"' 

' fhc  entrim in the Sor t l i  hrnericarl ~hcckl i \ t  arc h;isicaliy the \amc 
as will he provided in the rclri\ed New Zcalantl chcckli\r: \ c ~ c n t ~ f i c  namr, 
prckrrcd English nanw ( a n d  whrrc applicable ,Maori), original ~ i t a t ~ o n  and 
type locality. a gcr~cral \urnmar!- of ocr~~klieci, the gcograrrhical 
di\trihution, and, whcrc necc\sarv, cote\ on relevant ma~tcr5  not covcrcci by 
the foregoing. The  New Zcalantl ~.heckli\t, h o w c ~ c r ,  \?.ill tlilli:r in ha t~ r lg  no 
formal "habitat" paragraph, habitat and d~rtrihutional inrormatioti hcing 
combined in a \inglc general paragraph FIahitat inl'nrmation i \  nc.ccs\arily 
on the broaticsr line\ in the North American chcckli\t, uhcrc a wide range 
of highly diverse habitats is in\olveci, whcrca\ in N ~ M  Zcalanil, whcrc there 
was less divenity in the original hahita~s,  more c ~ n p h a s ~ \  is required  or^ liahitat 
changes (especially in the forest cover). An attempt is hcing made in the New 
Zcaland checklist to intlicate change? in status due to man's moclification of 
the environment. In addition, the rcviscd NCM. Zcaland c:hcckli\l will incorporate 
- listcci in the main body of the text in systernat~c wqucncc - \uhfi)\\il 
(and the few fwsil) forms and will includc information o n  \uhl.os\il i i i ~ r r i h u ~ i o ~ ~  
from rccent palaeontological and archacnlogcal research. 

.lh conclu~le this rcviea, wrnc cxccrpr\ from thc !\.O.l'. (:ornirlittcc's 
Preface w i l l  scrvc to  eniphasiw thc hackgrounii and  prol)lcm\ irlhcrent rn the 
prcparaticm of anv biological chcckli\t. "'l'hc cnnr in~~ous  tlow of new ~nforrnation 
on avian rclatinnship anci di\trihution rentlcv any chc:cklr\t in\tantlv oh\olctc 
in at least some respects, and the need for revision and adtlition ~ncv~ tah ly  
incwascs through time . . . the (;ummittce feel.; a 5pccial rc\pon\ibilirv to 
avoid introducing s~vccping changes in tasono~nic  concept\ that \voulci 
drastically affect thc form and content ot the l i \ t  u n h \  such propcwd clrangcs 
have hecn adequately debated and \vidcly acccprcd on  rhc h:i\i\ o f  puhli\hcd 
evidcnce . . . (under "Highcr (kcgor ics" ,  our  intcrprctation of the original 
chargc thzt the (;heck-li\t sho:rl~i represent '21 ~ , l ;~\\ if ication a\ wcll a\ a 
nomcnc la t~~re  of the h i d \ '  i \  thar i t  \houlci con\titutc both a wolkablc anci 
a working hypothcsi\ of  avian sy\tcmatic\ . . . \Ye \visli to have our 
cla\sification rcgardc~l and ct.aluated a \  a working hyporhc5i\ - a set o l ' p t m p ~ a l s  
to bc challenged and vigorou\ly te\tcd, then supported, modified, or reicctcd 
and replaced, all to the ultimate aclvanccment of ornithological k~iowledgc." 

Finally, all checklist users ianii compiler\! i \ho~11~! ncm wcll the . 'hanncrn 
across the A . O . L .  checklist title page: "Zoological nomcnclarurc i \  a means, 
not an end, to Zoological Science". 
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Birds of t h e  Fiji Rush by F, Clunie, illustrated by P. Morse. 1984. Fiji 
Museun~,  Suva. 160 pp, 54 colour plates and 13 drawings. 75 species identified. 
FS6.50 p & p. FS2.50. 

The  past three years have seen two new books on Fiji birds written 
by local ornithologists. Their up-to-date accounts ernphasise the lack of basic 
biology of most species, which includes a high percentage of endemics (40%). 
Such books illustrate the scope for amateurs, including visitors, to contribute 
some useful new information which warrants publication in some form. Dick 
Watling's Birds of FGi, 7irngu und Su~nou  (1982, re,b.iewed in Nnrornis 301:l): 
77-79) provided a valuable compendium of birds of the region, including much 
new data and a comprehensive bibliography. Thc  colour illustrations were 
a marked improvement on those provided in J. du I'ont's Sourh I'ucific Birds 
(1976), whcrc many inaccuracies arose from lack of local knowledge. The Birds 
of Fiji ili Colo~tr, with 24 illustrations by W. Belcher and text by R.B. Sibson, 
was mainly for tourists and is now out of print, as is the very cheap pocket 
guide by R. Mercer. E. Mayr's valuable Birds of rhi, Soulhzuest Pacific (1945, 
reprinted by Wheldon & Wesley 1968) lacks the few colour plates it had in 
the original. 

Fergus <:lunie has provided a much-needed field guide which not only 
complements Watling's book but is also inexpensive. Although a second volume 
is in preparation on Fijian sea and shore birds, the present one is more valuable, 
filling an important gap. I t  avoids the pitfall of providing maps of distribution, 
dubious because many tropical birds have patchy distributions. Patricia Mortie's 
illustrations are perhaps the best yet of Fiji birds, at least for a field guide. 
Another advantage is that thev are intersnersed in the text close to the written - 
description. Species without colour plates are generally familiar ones: mynas, 
magpies, House Sparrow, Starling, Jungle Fowl and White-faced Heron. 

The brief introduction on conscrvation and the impact of introduced 
mammals is a familiar picture to New Zealanders. The  map and index are 
sufficient for most users, but I question the inclusion of the section on Fijian 
bird names by Paul Geraghty. Although it may be useful in indicating past 
distributions, the complexity of using map and table, not to mention 
pronunciation, would defy most users. I think a separate expanded museum 
guide by both authors on this topic should be provided. Anyone wanting a 
local name and its correct pronunciation would simply show local people the 
illustration. From my experience, manv Fijians are ignorant of the names and 
identification of the less familiar species that are likely to interest birdwatchers. 

Clunie ha5 taken the liberty of changing thc familiar English names 
for something more appropriate, although West Po.lynesian Ground Dove is 
a bit of a mouthful. In the section on further reading, he mentions the recent 
journal Dornodorno of the Fiji Museum for articles on Fiji birds but fails to  
mention Norornis, which has been the main source of most recent observations, 
including Clunie's. 

The descriptions are interspersed with chatty observations on behaviour, 
as well as descriptions of subspecies, and male, female and juvenile where 
necessary. Breeding knowledge, where it exists, has often been gleaned from 
the author's own notes, which I am pleased to see in published form. 'fhe 
relatively low price of this book is very much a plu\, and I hope it will find 
its way into many local hands and schools as well as the increasing tou:ist 
market. Nigel Langham 


