
ance about the legs. When feeding, the spoonbill moves its heaq 

and bill from side to side with a scythe-like motion, as it walks slowly 

forward in shallow water. 

HABITS OF SHINING CUCKOO. 
By ROSS H. MICHIE, Kaitaia. 

I heard the first shining cuckoo (Chalcites lucidus) on the morning 
of September 25, 1947 at about 10.30, flying over, making a flight cal] 

a drawn-out ‘‘wheeod,’’ at intervals. It was not until October 2 (a mak 

later) that I heard the next. From that day on they have been seen 

and heard almost daily. 

The long-tailed cuckoo (Eudynamis taitensis) is seldom seen or heard 

about here, and I think this applies to North Auckland generally. 

Although always on the watch for it, I have only seen one bird here in 
26 years, and heard it on four or five occasions, the last being in a 

piece of bush in the vicinity of Pandora (Spirits Bay) in October, 1946, 

The comparative absence of this bird about here is possibly because 

there are no whiteheads (Mohoua albicilla) in the North, this being the 

bird on which the long-tailed cuckoo usually shoulders the responsibility 
of bringing up its family. 

When I was a boy I found two nests of the grey warbler (Pseudo- 
gerygone igata) each containing a shining: cuckoo’s egg, and two nests 

containing a cuckoo chick in each. 

About nine years ago at about 8 o’clock on a summer morning 

I was carrying my cream out to the road when I noticed a shining cuckoo 
sitting on the fence apparently trying to swallow something too large 
for it. I stopped immediately and watched. It sat there for about a 
minute jerking its head back, with its beak pointing almost straight up. 

It then deliberately dropped something and flew away. On investigating 
I found it was a fresh egg of a chaffinch (Fringilla coelebs) that it had 
sucked. A second experience occurred about two years later. Within 

a chain of our house is a small native biish reserve fringed with a little 

tea-tree, about an acre and a half in all, One morning I noticed a 

shining cuckoo sitting on a small teatree about three feet from the 

ground, going through the same performance as already described. After 
a minute or so it dropped the shell and flew away. I found that it had 

sucked a grey warbler’s egg, and within a few inches of this eggshell 

was another which had apparently been sucked the day before or prior 

to that. The inside of the shell was perfectly dry. The cuckoo had 
evidently found the same twig a convenient place on each occasion. I 

made a thorough search for the warbler’s nest without success. I haye 

no recollection of anyone having seen a shining cuckoo sucking eggs. 
Do cuckoos return to the same locality each year? A few years 

ago a cuckoo that frequented our bush reserve for a few months had a 

variation in its song. It would give about half a dozen of its ‘f cooing’” 

notes in the usual way, then step up an octave, starting off with the 

“eooee’’? on the higher note of the previous ‘‘cooee’’ and carrying on 

till breaking into the ‘‘wheeo, wheeo’’ of the latter part of its song. 

This song was-repeated over a period of two or three months. The 

following season we heard the same kind of song for a similar period 
and presumed it would be the same bird. We have not heard it since. 
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BLACKBIRDS EATING CARROTS.—On February 22, 1947, black- 

birds (Turdus merula) left the green apples on the trees in favour of 

carrots, rejects left lying om the ground and partly chopped by the 

rotary hoe. Blackbirds evidently know a good food and promptly got 

to work picking the insides out of these coreless carrots which are 

sweeter than ordinary ones. Only the shells were left. The blackbird is 

very numerous in the district—Mrs. C. W. McLatchie, Hilderthorpe, 

N. Otago. 
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138, 153%, 158; Census, 17; Win: 
ter, ‘diving, 33; Oaia, 62; Mercury 
Is. 63; Horuhoru, ‘109, 11, 152; 
Colville, 1133 Mahuki, 128° 154: 
Karaka’ Pt. (off) 128; Three 
Kings, 129, 154; Storm, "191, 

Garrodia nereis. See Petrel, grey-back- 
ed; Storm. 

Godwit, Bar- tailed .. ..4, 46, 117, 165 
5. Hudsonian, in Auck. Prov. 3 

Goldfinch, 54, 96, 106, 120, 134, 145, 
154, 174, 180, 183. 

Goose, Canadian .. . -. 154, 161 
Graham, D. . 155, 178 
Great Barrier. Mohuki ’ Gannetry, 128* 
Greenfinch .. 15, 54, 96, 106, 120, 134, 

145, 154, 174 
Grebe, Crested . 154 
Gull—Black- backed, “47, 70, "88%, 96, 

103, 118, 182, 133, 138, 146, 
154, 167, 179, 182. 

is Blsge puled 48, 126, 182, 145, 

», Red-billed, 12. 23, 27*, 47. 66, 69, 
71*, 73*, 97, 103, 118, 129, 138. 
167, 183; New Colony, 12: 
Breeding, *Mokohinaun, 27, Wis 
Unusual Nest Site, 73; Bréeding 
Habits, 121. 
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Gurr, L 55, 155; Measure: 
@ grinds. 57. mente ee 

uy, : . 132, 133, 154, 15 
Gymnorhina ‘hypoleuca. See’ M: S 
Hite backed. “eo 

» tibicen, See Magpie, Black-back, 
Haematopus Pee See Oyster- catcher, 

-I., pie 
a reischeli” See Oyster-catcher, N.J, 
»» unicolor. See Oyster-catcher, Black, 

Halycon sanctus. See Kingfisher. 
Halkett .. Ons ee 154 
Halkett School ‘Group | an 155 
Halobaena caerulea. See Petrel Sten 
Hamilton, W. M., Mahuki Gantry., 
Harrier 43, 69, 80, 96, 102, 116, 

rey 126, 127, 139, 146, 154) 

Hawk, Buch, 16, 42, 96, 97, 116, 161, 

Hedge-sparrow .. 10, 72, 96, 106, 120, 
ee re 145, ose 154, 175, 180. 

miphaga novaeseelandiae. 
Herbert rae ¢ 2 pee Pe 
eron—Reef .. 5 “41, 116, il 

White .. 40, 116, 138 
White- faced, “41, “159: in Golden 

Bay District, 123. 
Himantopus nipentopus. See Stilt. 
Hodgkins, M. aulgte 37 
Hogwood, Miss M. sa 155 
Hornby School, 10; Breeding ‘Habits ae 

Starlings, 
Hunt, W. + BES) 
Hursthewse, E. W. Bs syns 
Hydroprogne caspia. “See 1 Tern, Cas 
Hylochelidon nigricans. See’ Martin, 

Australian, Tree. 
Hymenolaimus malacorhynchus. See 

Duck, Blue. 
Hypotaenidia philippensis. See Rail 

Banded. { 
ROUTE), Bs aes aps eye! ate bs Johnson, M. 6, 37, 155 
Kaka 16, 49, 96, 103, ‘118, 138, 147, 169 
Kakapo . 7, 169 
Kakatoe galenta. See ‘Cockatoo, White. 
Kea, 11, 49, 120, 182, 147, 154, 16 
Kingfisher 50, 96, 104, 120, 140, 

.., 154, 170, 179. 
Kiwi 16, 36*, 155 

», Brown |. 37, ‘96, ‘99, 115, 135, 155 
s Large Spotted a 37, 97 

Knot .. . 5, 15, “46, “118, 164 
Kookaburra .. 171 
Larus bulleri. See “Guil; Black- pilled, 

» dominicanus. See Gull, Black-bekd. 
» novaehollandiae. See Gull, Red-bild. 

Leucopolius ruficapillus. See Dotterel, 
red-capped. 

Lilburne, D. N. 37 
Limosa haemastica. "See Godwit, Hud. 

», lapponica. See Godwit, Bar- tailed. 
Lindsay, OC. J., 155; Unusual Nest Site 

of Red- billed Gull Colony, 73; 
White-faced Heron in Golden 

’ Bay, 123, 

Little Barrier Is., 92*, 93*; Birds of, 
3, 133; Visit to, 134. 

Lobibyx novaehollandiae. 
Spur-winged. 

MeCaskill, L. W., 155; Magpies in N.Z., 

See Plover, 

McKenzie, G. K. on 155 
McKenzie, H. R., 37, 155; " Puzzling 

Dottterels at Ruakaka, 75. 
McLatchie, Mrs.- We... 155, 197 
McLintock, Mrs."R. V. . 37, 155 
Macronectes siganteus. See Petrel, ‘Unt. 
Magpie .. a 16 

, Black-backed .. "11,176 
» White-backed, 11, 55, 120, 127, 144 

154, 175, 186. 
Marples, B. J. . . 148 
Martin, Australian ‘Tree 131 
Matheson, . . BT 
Matthews, W. oo 
Mead, W. P. 87, 80155 

Measurements of Birds 57, 61* 
Members .. o 68 ee we ae ee, 
Membership List .. - 83, 124, 133 
Middleditch, J., 87, 155; Birds near 

Cromwell, 126 
Miro australis. See Robin. 
Moa... .. we ere. eee Peet oe LG 
Mohoua albicilla. “See Whitehead. 

», ochrocephala. See Yellowhead. 
Mokohinau Island .. s «<< 27, (69 
Mollymawk, Black-browed .. .. .. 101 

os Buller’s .2 « +s +2 LST7,.184, 189 
39, 157 », Grey-headed 23, 

39, 157, 181, 188, Greyhoaded. « 22, 
190 

Moreland, J. M... .. .. 2. 2... 155 
Morepork, 16, 50, 96, 1038, 118, 139, 

7%, £70. 
Moris serrator. See Gannet. 
Munro, G. . 155 
Murphy, R. oun Sle cesceny celeste 182 
Murray, Fraser, 155; Tui Nesting at 

Clevedon, 131. 
Mutton Bird. See Shearwater, Sooty. 

, Tasmanian. See Swater, short-tail. 
VOR os 3%, 4 «: ov U4, Bb, 63, 175 

Nelly. See Petrel, Giant. 
Nestor meridionalis. See Kaka. 

», notabilis. See Kea. 
Ninox novaeseelandiae. See Morepork. 
North Canterbury Acc. Society .. .. 37 
Notiomystis cincta. See Stitch Bird. 
Notophoyx novaehollandiae. See Heron, 

White-faced. 
Numenius madagascariensis. See Curlew 

» Phaeopus. See Whimbrel. 
O’Connor, A. OC © tiga oo 
Oliver, W. R. B . 127, 149 
Orin, 2. EH... we a 2 OT 
Owl, Australian Barn LTL 

» Little, 9, 10, 50, 145, 154, ‘170, 179 
Oyster-catcher ..'.. 97, 116, 124, 163 

Black .. 44, 145, 147, 162, 181 
N.I. Pied ... 44, 162 
S.I. Pied, 4, 44, 126, “145, 162 

Pachyptila belcheri. See Prion, Slen- 
der-billed. 

» desolata. See Prion, Dove. 
», Salvini. See Prion, Salvin’s. 
», turtur. See Prion, Fairy. 
3, Vittata. See Prion, Broad-billed. 

Parengarenga and Far North 415 
Parkin, Z 155 
Parrakeet . 1.49, 118, 147, 170 

Orange- fr onted .. . 96, 97 
Red-fronted, 49, 69, 96, 103, 

139, 169, 181. 
Yellow-fronted 49, 96, 103, 139, 

147, 9. 
Passer domesticus. See Sparrow. 
Pavo cristatus. See Peafowl. 
Peafowl, Wild in Wanganui District, 36 
Pelecanoides urinatrix. See Petrel, Divg. 
Penguin—Drooping Ostd., 37, 181, 182* 

Erect Crested . 155 
Little Blue, 37, 66. 69, 96, 100, 

115, 135, 156, 189. 
Rock-hopper .. 182 
White- fipaered, 38, 133, 156. 

Petrel—Black, 39, 96, 100, 124, 135, 
144*, 

Black-winged 11 
Blue .. . 22, 97 
Cook’s .. 4. ‘39, “96, 101, 137, 157 
Diving, 22, 38, 66, 96, 100, 156, 

181, 189. 
Giant .. ane 88, 101, 135, 156, 181 
Gould’ Ss 29 
Grey a . 22 

backed Storm 189 
Grey-faced, 70, 96, 100, 136, 190, 

193. 
Mottled + «ws ' 22, 389, 97; 181 
White-chinned .. L57. 
White-faced Storm, 38, 70, 101, 

135, 156, 189. 
White-headed .. .. 22, 39 

Petrels, Cast Ashore in Gale 19 

Petroica macrocephala danne. See Tit, 
Snares Black. 

», macrocephala. See Tit, Yellow- 
breasted. 

» toitoi. See Tit, Pied. 
Phalacrocorax carbo. See Shag, Black. 

» melanoleucus. See Shag, White- 
throated. 

», Sulcirostris. See Shag, Little Black. 
», varius. See Shag, Pied. 

Pheasant .. .. .. 16, 116, 154, 161 
Phillips, Wis. dics 120, 127; Winter Div- 

ing of Gannets, 33; Unusual Nest- 
ing site of Red- billed Gull Colny. 73 

Phoebetria palpebrata. See Albatross, 
Light-mantled. Sooty 

Pigeon, 16, 48, 96, 103, iis, 139, 147, 
169, 179. 

Cape .. 5 38, 156, 182 
Rock .. . .. 49, 154, 169 

Pipit, 51, 69, 96, 98, 104, 120, 126, 
134, 146, 154, 171, 179, 183, 
184. 

Platalea regia. 
Platycerus eximius. 
Plover, Lesser Golden 4, 

Spur-winged .. . 
Pluvialis dominica. See 

rolden. 
Slastorhyy clus obscurus. 

N.Z 

See Spoonbill, Royal. 
See Rosella. 

6, 44, 116, 163 
. 45, 80, 164 
Plover, Lesser 

See Dotterel, 

Poliocephalus rufopectus. See Dabchick. 
Porphyrio poliocephalus. See Pukeko. 
Porzana pusilla. See Crake, Marsh. 

» tabuensis. See Crake, _ SORES 
Potts, N. .. 
Prion, 133; Destruction in Storm, 64. 

Broad- pilled, 19, 38, 65, 156, 
183, 189. 

Dove . . 22, 156 
Fairy, 20, 66, 96, 97, 183, 189 
Lesser Broad- pilled a ane 
Salvin’s .. , 
Slender- billed .. 22, "38, 66, 156 

Procellaria aequinoctialis. See Petrel, 
White-chinned. 

», cineria. See Petrel, Grey. 
» parkinsoni. See Petrel, Black. 

Prosthemadera novaeseelandiae. See Tui 
Prunella modularis. See Hedgesparrow. 
Pseudogerygone igata. See Warbler, 

Grey. ‘ 
Pterodroma cooki. See Petrel. Cook’s 

», inexpectata. See Petrel, Mottled. 
» lessoni. See Petret, White-chinned. 
» leucoptera. See Petrel, Gould’s. 
»» Macroptera. See Petrel, Grey-faced. 
», Nigripennis. See Petrel, blk-winged. 

parkinsoni. See Petrel, Black. 
Puffinus assimilis. See S’water, Allied. 

» bulleri. See Shearwater, Buller’s. 
», carneipes. See S’water, Flesh-footed. 
» gavia. See Shearwater, Fluttering. 
» g. huttoni. See S’water, Hutton’s. 
», griseus. See Shearwater, Sooty. | 
,, tenuirostris. See S’water short-tail. 

Pukeko 43, 96, 102, 116, 134, 162 

Quail, Brown .. 43, 96, 102, 116, 134 
Californian, 16, 43, 116, 154, 161 

Rail, Banded 43, 96, 102, 116, 138, 161 
Raven, Australian 97, 106, 122 
Redpoll 54, 120, 145, 154, 174, 183 

Reviews—How to Study Birds, 13; 
Working List of N.Z. Birds, Emu. 
32; Blackbird, 55; Birds of South- 
west Pacific, 55; Emu, 56; Waika- 
nae Estuary, 81; Modern Bird 
Study, 123; Undescribed Form of 
Black Petrel, 124; Avian Evolution 
in N.Z. and Aust., 148; Podgy the 
Penguin, 148; Letters from Skok- 
holm, 148; Birds of Philippines, 
176; Native Animals of N.Z., 176. 

Rhipidura fuliginosa. See Fantail. 

Rifleman, 16, 50, 96, 104, 140, 146, 171 
179. 
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Roberis. Cc. b. forlib5. 
ixoberts, A. vie 25, Sik 37, “155: Further 

Visit to W aiheke Ganneiry, 52. 
Robertson, Bruce, Blackbird Study, oe 
Robertson, Hips 6 alles) 
Robin, 16, 52, 96, 104, ‘140, 147, isi, 

172; Present Distribution, 24) 
150. 

Rook fs 70, 154, 176 
Rosella .. A 49, 170 
Saddleback eee ees ‘96, 97, 98 
Sandpiper, Curlew .. .. .. .. .. 46 

» pectoral, American .. .. 46, 165 
» pectoral. Siberian .. .. 46, 165 

Sanson, woe OO, Saidenlas. montedacd% 
Savell, A. af . 14, 74, 80, 155 
Scarlett, Re Te. 1 sd BF, 
Scaup. See Teal, ‘Black. | 
Seabird Mortality (1947) 188 
Secker, H., 132, 155; Roosting Habits 

of Starlings, 76. 
Serventy, D. L., 63; 

Straggler, 122. 
Shag—Black, 39, 74,97, 115, 146, 154, 

Aust. Raven as 

157, 178: 
Blue .. ff ee bet. 24051585, 1811) 
Little Black 40, 158 
Pied, 25, 39, ‘66, “70, 96, ‘101, fs Bis, 

138; 158. 
Spotted .. 2 80, 40, 158 
White- throated Ob ” 40, 97, 115, 158 

Shaw, ces obS 
96, 97 

156, 18s, 189, 

2+ 138, L851 56 
66, 70, 96, 97; 
184, 187, 190. 

Buller’s, 38, ee 
193. 

Flesh-footed .. . 
eee 22, 39, 

115, 135, 157, 
Hutton’s .... Ams 187 
Short-tailed .. ‘39, 63, 125 
Sooty, 38, 65, 97, 157, 181, 183, 

190. 
Shoveller .. 42, 160 
Sibson, R. B., p34 34, BT, USS); 

"Migrant Waders near Auckland, 
4; Petrels Cast Ashore in Gale, 
19; Hudsonian Godwit in Auck. 
Prov., 35; Oaia Gannetry, 62; 
Visit to Little Barrier Is., 134, 

Silver-eye. See White-eye. 
Bkuaweps 00. seat 48, 168 

Arctic... i “93, ‘48, “138, 168 
Pomarine 2 46, 168 
Southern . 23, 169, 182 

Skylark, 75, 96, 106, ‘120, 144,154, 
175, 180 

Snares Expedition, 1947 181 
Snipe, Snares vin ABS 
Sparrow, House—54, 72, 96, 106, 120, 

144, 145, 154, 174, 180, 183, 
192. 

pean Royal, 41, 159, 195*; In 
eZis 5. 

Starling, 8, 15, 69, 72, 96, 106, 112, 
120, 182, 144, 145, 154, 175, 
180, 183: Breeding Habits, 8; 
Roosting Habits, 76. 

Stead, HE. F. .. rel bere ASG 
Stein, P. A. . vy Semen, GM ae 
Stercorarius parasiticus. See Skua, 

Arctic. 
» pomarinus. See Skua, Pomarine. 

Sterna nereis. See Tern. Fairy. 
», Striata. See Tern, White-fronted. 
5, Vittata. See Tern. Antarctic. 

Stictocarbo punctatus. See Shag, Spotd. 
» Steadi. See Shag. Blne. 

Stidolph..R.;H. ‘D., 32). 35. 37. 56. 79, 
80. 82, 123. 124. 155: Breeding 
Habits of Red-billed Gull. 121; 
Roval Spoonbill in N.Z.. 195. 
4 46. 118. 134. 146, 149. 154. 

65: Nesting at Ardmore, 26, 185 
Stilt, 

Stitchbird .. 96, 105, 149 
Stokes, A. F., “Stilts: Nesting at Ard- 

more, 26, 185 
St. Paul, J. W. aks » 37, 255 
St. Paul, Fee cS i Lo 5! Gtoupeie Ol mr leotes 
Strang, D. N. 155 
Strigops habroptilus. ‘See Kakapo. 
Sturnus vulgaris. See Starling. 
Sundrum, S. Canterbury Bird-life .. 178 
Swan—Black 42, 116, 154, 160 

White 16, 160 
“See Quail, Brn, 

Bee Duck, Paradise. 
. .. 42, 116, 160 

Grey oe : : 42, 160 
Tern, Antarctic .. 182* 

Black- fronted, 46, 126, 145, 154, 
166 

Caspian .. 28, 47, 118, 154, 166 
Fairy AT 
White- fronted, "10%, 

97, F103, 112, 118, 121, 138, 
167. 

White-winged Marsh .. . 46 
Thalassarche, bulleri. See Mollymawk, 

Buller’s. 
», cauta. See M’mawk, White-capped 
», chrysostoma. See M’ ‘mawk, Grey-hd. 
», melanophrys. See M’mawk, Black- 

Synoicus ypsilophorus. 
Tadorna variegata. 
Teal—Black : 

browed. 
Three Kings .. eel SL 29% 
Thrush, Song .. 54, 96, 106, 120, 126, 

144, 145, 154, 174, 180, 182. 
ily; Mra. I... 37, 72, 75, 79, 155 
Tit, Pied "51, 96, 104, 140, 172 

183* Snares, Black .. . 
Yellow-breasted, 51, 146, 171, 179 

Tui, 53, 69, 96, 104, 120, 141, 147, 173 
180; Nesting at ‘Ardmore, 131. 

Turbott, E. G., 34, 37, 155; Petrels 
Cast Ashore in Gale, 19; Birds 
of Little Barrier Island, 93. 

Turdus ericetorum. See Thrush, Song. 
», merula. See Blackbird. 

Turnstone . . 4, 44, 116, 163 
Tyto alba. See Owl, “Aust. Barn, 
Urquhart, D. A. EDS 
Waders, Migrant, “near “inden 66 
WwW arbler, Grey—36*, 51, 96, 104, 120, 

132, 140, 146, 154, 171, 179, 

192, 196. 
Washdyke epoons EE Tfepeny one 82 
Watt, A. wi! Be “415, 155 
Watters, Ww. . 387 
Weka—North ccle AG 97, ‘416, 161 

South Island .. .. 43, 120, 161 
Welch; EO... ah 2% OG pLoo 
Whareama 88 isha tenotag soiree amos 
Whimbrel . Gop cent “165 

In North Island .... .. .. 34 
White, Mrs. G. B. eo [seh 9 ope RON 
White, P. E. ELS 
White- eye—16, 52, ‘96, 104, 120, "126, 

132, 141, 146, 154, 172, 180, 
183, 192. 

Whitehead — 52, 77, 78*, 80, 96, 104, 
141, 172, 196. 

Wilkinson, A. 87, 155) 
Mrs. A. S., Cuckoo in Nest, 77. 

Wodzicki, K. ‘A.—-37, 155, 176; Census 
of. Gannets, 17; Destruction of 
Prions in Storm: Aug., 1946, 64; 
Paradise Duck Density, ai 

Wren, Bush 46, 179 
Rock .. 146 

Wryvbill .. 4, “45, 117, 164 
Yellowhammer—54, 96, 106,.120, 134, 

145. 154, 174. : 
Yellowhead a 52, 146, 172 
Yerex, 30 Dyagheuev) 4 gon 
Xenicus siliventris. “See Wren, Rock. 

,, longipes. See Wren, Bush. 
Zosterops lateralis. See White-eye. 
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