
change throughout the year. Another application may be less obvious 
but more important as it reveals information that could not as easily 
be obtained in any other way: to locate roosts and nest sites to study 
the birds' diet (pellet analysis or direct observation) and breeding 
biology. 
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MORE ABOUT OYSTERCATCHERS 

Another contribution to the biology of the New Zealand Oyster- 
catchers has appeared recently: 

BAKER, A. J. 1975. Morphological variation, hybridization and 
systematics of New Zealand oystercatchers (Charadriiformes: 
Haematopodidae) . Journal of Zoology, London 175: 357-390, 
text-figs 1-5. Abstract: " Variation in eight morphological 
variables was analysed for the three New Zealand species of 
oystercatchers, Haematopus ostralegus finschi, Martens, H.  
unicolor, and H. chathamensis, Hartert. Within species, signifi- 
cant size variation was detected among age classes and between 
the sexes separately in ensuing taxonomic comparisons. Analysis 
of morphological variation in hybridizing forms of H. unicolor 
suggests that gene exchange between the parental black and pied 
phases is extensive. Univariate and multivariate statistical 
analyses isolated three phenetic entities, consistent with three 
species as proposed in recent classification." 


