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SHORT NOTE 

DUCKS' TAKE-OFF 
In the northern hemisphere, ducks take off from their water 

in a north-westerly direction, no matter in which direction their final 
destination lies; in the southern hemisphere, they take off to the 
north-east. 

Is it more than a coincidence that this matches the Coriolis force ? 
Perhaps it is. For the Coriolis force acts to the right of all 

moving objects in the northern hemisphere, to the left in the southern. 
So that in each case the ducks would, as it were, lean against the 
Coriolis force until they had found their orientation against the frame 
of reference of the fixed stars. 
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[Comments are invited - Ed.] 


