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The Canary Islands form a mountainous archipelago, some 350 
miles in length, lying roughly e a t  anti west, for thc most part between 
lat. 28" N and 30° N. There are well-marked insular forms of many 
familiar European birds. The  isolated Salvages in lat. 30" N are famed 
for the nunibers of petrels and shearwaters which come ashore to breed. 
New Zealand ornithologists will find the accounts of these tubinores 
especially interesting. 

The Frigate or White-faced Storm Petrel (P. movina) for which 
the Spanish name is El bailerino (the dancer) - Skipjack is the New 
ZeaIand equivalent, is lepresented by the race hyfioleuca. The author 
hardly does justice to tbe status of our commonest storm-petrel with 
his remark that "another race inhabits the Chatham Islands." The  
breeding race of the Little Shearwater (P. assirnilis) is bamli. ,4s in 
New Zealand it is basically a winter-breeder, but with an extended 
season of burrow-visiting am! egg-laying. Incidentally the odd a s i r n t l i r  
has now been discovered coming ashore on Big Chicken in the third 
week of December among typical summer-breeders. Cory's Shearwater 
( P .  diomedea borealis) which figures on the New Zealand list on the 
strength of a single waif is "by far the most numerous shearwater" 
around the Canaries. Its numbers are being thinned by ' mutton-birding.' 
In the Salvage Islands this large shearwater "constitutes the chief wealth 
of these uninhabited rocky islets." May one ask on what ground it  
appears as diomeadin instead of cliomeden? 

The colour plates are superb. Here we may see G. E. Lodge 
painting storm petrels 2s they sliould be painted. Most of the plates 
are by D. M. Reid-Henry upon whom surely the mantle of Lodge has 
been cast. His birds are most attractively depicted in their natural 
setting, a luminous landscape or sea-scape, whether they are desert birds 
among the rocks and cacti or passerines in the tamarisk$, or rhough, 
swifts and falcons against a backg~ountl of coastal cliff$. We may linger 
lovingly, too, near the painting of that exciting species, the Blue Chaf- 
finch. Is there not a large empty ecological niche in New Zealand 
waiting to be filled by some realistic painter of birds? The author is 
indeed lucky in his illustrators. For his black-and-whites he has been 
able to call upon not only Lodge and Reid-Henry but also Gronvold 
and Roland Green. The sketches are excellent whether of chats or 
waders; and they enrich a long section devoted to the many regular 
migrants and stragglers. 

After his notable series of spacious volumes on the birds of West 
Africa, the British Isles and Cyprus, ornithologists have come to expect 
something in the grand manner from Dr. Bannerman. This recent 
volume will not disappoint them. Tts companion volume, which will 
deal with the birds of Madeira, the Desertas and the Ai-ores, is eagerly 
awaited. 

- R. B. S. * -  
PERSBNALIUM 

Members will have been pleased to note in the New Year Honours 
list the award of O.B.E. to Dr. Charles A. Fleming, in recognition of his 
service to science in New Zealand, and to the Royal Society of New 
Zealand in particular. Dr. Fleming's services to ornithology and to the 
founding and development of the O.S.N.Z. are well known, and w e  
congratulate him on his award, 


