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;inel shape of the  bill wits very evicletit; t h t  o l  the Little Egret be ing 
longer, Illore slender antl sh;trply pointed.  

When leccling, the Citttlc Egrets kept  to  the  grass near  the  water, 
while the  Lit t le Egret  watletl in w:tter u p  to  its knees. 

1 h ; d  another  look a t  them on 30/!)/64 while they were feeding 
itnlong cattlc, and  i ~ l t l ~ o u g h  I coultl not  get very close, I c:oultl see tltitt 
thc  11catl of one  o l  them was o l  ;I distinct but1 colour. \Vheli ;~l: trn~ctl  
on  this occasion, they flew over my head anti ;~lightetl o n  a macrocarpa 
trcc. - E. R .  , JONES * 

IWI'ORI'ED L I T T L E  B I T T E R N  AFl' MEIIEA4ERE 
R e  the article "L i t t l e  Bittern a t  Mercn~erc ,"  1'. J .  Howard,  

Aro/or,ri.s X ,  317-319, itntl the  further article " Note o n  ~ i t t l c  Hittern," 
Dr.  R .  i\. 1;;111;1, ~ \~olor~r i , s  X, 412-413. Since this itlcntilic:~tion is now 
tloul)tftrl the  p r t i c s  concerned arc  studying thc matter Inorc tlecply, 
with v:~lued help frmn Dr. 11. A.  fall:^ and blr .  I<. G.  'I'urlmtt, :tnd 
it is hopctl to  pul)lish the  findings later. 

- 1'. , I .  HOWi \RD,  ,I. L .  IXNl)RIC:I<, H .  11. h,lcl<ENZIE 

* 
w u k r t \ G I :  OF IHACK FAN-I-A I I., 

Oliver's N.Z. 13irtl.s (2nd etl., 1). .I!).',) intplics tllitt tlic female 
Illitck 1:;tntail ( l < / t i / ~ i d ~ ~ r o  j'. f111igi~ro.w) m:ty l)c d i s t i ~ ~ g u i s l ~ e t l  I'rom the  
I I K I I C  Ily thc prcsctlce ol' white spots over tltc e;tr coret.cs. l<ri:tit Bcll, 
Iiowcvcr (/~e,:s. co?tr~i.) ,  h;td his doubts.  T h a t  his t lnul~ts  were justifictl 
w:ts tlclnor~str;ttctl I)y nly ol~ser\,;ttion of ;I ~riatctl pair  ol' I\l;tt.k I;;tnt;~ils 
110th ol' which showed white spots. l ' l i is  p i r  hatl I'our eggs ;tnd 
~.e:trctl Sour young. l ' h c  ~ ~ c s t  TV;IS visited Srcclucntly i~n t l  only the two 
I)irtls were in :~ttentl:tncc. 7'ltc remote possibility ol' :I po lyp tnous  
nesting with, by ~II;III(:c, only tlic twn I'c~nalcs k i n g  s c c ~ ~ ,  11r;ty conftlcntly 
I,c csclutletl. 

' l 'hc I N C K C " ~  of wliitc spots over tlic car  ~ o \ ~ e r t s  of tltc HIack 
Fantail ,  ~licrcl'orc, elocs no t  ncccss:~rily mean t1i;tt thc intlivitlu;~l is 
:I l 'cm;~lc. 

- br. I?. Soper -*- 
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h,r;~,jor Rol)crt  i\tl;tms M'ilson, I).S.O.. who tlictl a t  his home 
'Lcihenty , '  llulls, on  27th Novcml)er l !W,  in his 8!)th year, was a 
Ncw Zc;tl;tntlcr tlisting~rislictl in 1n:tny ficltls of interest and of cntcr-  
prisc. A son of the late Sir ,J;ttncs Wilson, ;I 11;lngitikci pionccr, lie 
was Imrnc ;tt I%ulls in 1875 and  ctluc;ttetl :kt \V;tnganui College. In 
t l ~ c  years I~el'ore World  \Y;tr I, Iic wits cngagctl in cstal~lishing saw-mills 
 long the  newly-opened main t runk line :tntl for recreation pl:tying in 
n Kangitikei I'olo ' l ' c i t l~~ which won the Snvillc Cup .  i\ftcr military 
service with the  Moy;tl Garrison i\rtillcry 1!)16-18, I IC  took u p  I 'ar~i~it ig 
in his homc district anel tnacle ;I succ:css o l  tlevcloping co;tst;tl santlhill 
r.ountry and  e s t a l ~ l i s h i ~ ~ g  impressive rccortls with Friesian chiry cattlc. 
Within  the  l i t i~its  of ;I life-span of near  four  score years and tcn, h e  
found t ime lor zestlul prtrticipntion in such activc sports ;IS wildfowl 
sltooting antl tlccrst;llking, tnaintainccl a consistent skill a t  bridge, an  


