
1 I ' l~is composite tlescriptiu~l is based 011 thrcc sqxtricte accoutlts. 
Eitclr of the three ;~uthors submitted his own story of the Paritutu 
s;iud~)iper.-l:d.] 

* 
I'KOK.4KLL SIGH'1'ING 01.'  A K U F F  

.,it I<;II-:I~;I o n  the t fx hfanukau Hi~rbour ou L 1 j4lli.l a bird 
which n c  :Ire satisfied w;ts a Ruti '  (Plr i lo~t t~clr~rs  pugnns) w;ts closely 
studied with bir~oculars at thirty-nine yards. I t  wits s t a i d i ~ l g  with its 
body facing half-right away From us and its head a t  about right angles 
111 ;I small t lear patch in ;L flock o l  hundreds of Knots and Turnstones. 
with the ne;)rest Knot only ;I foot xway. Hotlr of us were attracted 
to it at. the sxtic t in~e,  realising that it  was o bird we had not seen 
before. 'rherc was ample time to study it and write notes with the 
bird il l  ;I stallding pos i t io~~.  Unfortul~ateIy, ;I Harrier (C. afifwoximans! 
put  up  the whole flock and it. was covered up by the other birds so 
t h ; ~ t  n o  flight pilttern couId be seen. No call was heard. T h e  locality 
agreed rather well wit11 that of its choice ;IS described by Witherby, i.e., 
trcar t l ~ c  n iou t l~  of  ;I I x g e  tidal drain where it debouched on  to a 
sandy-muddy tide-Hat. 

'iTw size MYIS careEu1y tliscussetl. X.H.Mack. dcscri1)ecl i t  as like 
;L Knot (Cnlidris catrutzis) but  larger atid longer ill the ncck and legs. 
H.R.McK. took ~ l r c  body size to. b e  ; ~ b o u ~  thai of ;I Gree~~shnnk  
(T. )iebuli~vicl) but having ;I inuch sliorter bill. I t  wits finally decided 
to compare i l  wi th  the Sharp-t;ded Sandpiper ( C : .  c tcwn . iwtn ) ,  this being 
;I s~naller bird thi111 the two above, but mure like ;I Kuff in general 
;tppearance ;end proportions mt l  ;I bird well known to both of us. 

T h e  note of the bill as  take^^ clorvn OII the spot was: "Compared 
with Sharp-tailed Sa~~clpiper, longer and son~cwl~a t  heavier Imt in  s~nal lcr  
proporti011 to the greater size of' the bird. Similar in shape and colour." 
I,b7itherby gives !ellet11 of bill as, Kuff 34-38, Kceve 29.5-33. T h a t  of thc 
Sharptailed Sanilp~per is 29-27. T h e  bill alone is sufhcient to separate 
it from all other waders of' likc size and shape. 

'The side and b ; ~ k  of neck were noted as llaving " thin striations 
moving diagonally to the rear." lllustratior~s vary in this respect, 
; ~ p p ; r e ~ ~ t l y  because oC the clifferctlt ways the head may be held. A 
t1r:twing in ' ' E ~ H I L ' '  63, 38 shows rather m.er empl~asised striations 
rnolring forwnrtl. I~\~i therhy,  IV .  280 shows them more or  less Ilorizontally 
crescentic, if surh a term may bc 11set1. In any case they were definite 
fine markings. 
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'The 11p1xr surf;icc was tlcscribctl as: " Wings I,row~risln. Faint 
light 1n;trgins on wing. coverts. h c k  Illore uniform dark grey, not n~ucll 
pattern. Transverse brownis11 or grey-brown bars upper rump, I~ut  
I U I I ~  I I O I  seen in flight." Illustr;~tions sl~ow nluc11 a.11itc at  sides ol' 
r I t i  i t  r o d  : t t e r c  r e  s t .  T11c white would 

. not be spre;rtl out esccpt in flight : ~ n d  this we did 11ot have the oppor- 
tunity or seeing. Only the patterned centre w;~s visible wit11 thc birtl 
on the ground. 

Of the unclcr surkrcc it  w;ls noted: "Mid. to lower breast rufous 
tinge 011 jil-cy-l,ro\v~~. No pector;ll line. 1)r;11, white under. Speckled 
on side of body I~elow rear- and k)rc-wing gal) I)ctucen. I~ircl st;lntlil~g 
on grour~tl." After study of 111any books i t  has 1,cc11 clccitlctl t.l~at t11c 
speckling on t l ~ e  side is I ~ L  showl~ in the illustratiol~ ol t l ~ c  l<cc\~c. 
plate ,10 in "Collins I'ockct. Guide to Hritisll Hirtls." I)y Fi~tcrr ; ~ r ~ t l  
Richardson. 111 the I~irtl  rcc sa\v\., the n ~ o u l t  w;ls 11ot so far acl\~;~l~cctl, 
for it 11;ld speckling l~clow the re;cr- ; I I I ~  fore-wing, il~stc;ltl of t l ~ c  corl- 
tinuous nlarkings ;~lotlg the sitlc. It also did 11ot 11;lvc the I);lrring 
1-iqInt clown 0 1 1  tlic I,re:~st. 

'It \\.;is ;~grcctl t11;lt tllc legs were: " Lo~lgcr I)y say O I I ~  illell t11;111 
tl~osc of :I Sln;~rp-t;~ilctl S;~~~tlpipcr ."  .l'l~cy were 11111cll he;ivier, i l l  f;~ct 
aupearing to I x  tlisl)rol)ortio~~i~teIy thick. \Yit.herl,y gives t l ~ c  1u:11c 
tarsus as 45.5-52 but omits the fcr11;11e. 71'l~;rt of tile Sharpt;~iletl S;lr~d- 
t>iper is 23-27. 

'The tliff'cre~tce in the ;Lvcragc of the two species is 2 1  111.111. whicll 
is only 1 nmn, less tln;iu one inch. T11c long stoutisl~ legs were the 
first thing to attract our  ;~ttention. l 'h is  would int1ic;tte that it was ;I 

~ r a l e ,  or Ruff. A ~ ~ ~ o u ~ ~ t e t l  spcci~ncll o l  ;I fcl~~;rle, or Kecvc, in t l ~ c  W;ir 
Memorial Museum, :\uckland, is 1nuc11 sn~aller, paler ant1 more lightly 
built than the birtl we saw at ICarak;~. I-1.R.McK. I I I ; I ~ ~  the leg colour 
sometlning like bl~tisll-grey or lead-grey but N.H.Mack, after prolongccl 
study, decided that they were of no definite colour. T h e  books allow 

alnrost any colour. 
'The more upright stance of the figures i l l  Witherby portrxys t l ~ c  

positiort in which we saw O L I ~  birtl but the best picture so far found 
is :I reprocluctio~~ of ;I pho toppln  in the Englisln ~llagazinc " C o u n ~ r y  
Life," Oct. 22, 1959. 'I'llis really portrays the birtl ;IS we S;IW it. 

'l'he I ~ I O ~ P C C L S  of occurrence of this spe~ics  in New Lealand ;ire 
l ~ o t  entirely remote. :\t least two Kceves 11;lt.e recel~tly been collcctetl 
in Australia and any species of migratory arctic wxlcr going there, even 
if in snnall nunlers, cart he cspectetl to str;~gglc to New Z e a l a ~ ~ d  sooner 
or later. 

- N. K. Wlr\CKENZIE 
- 1-1. I<. h4cKENZI1: 

* 

l luring ;I visit to I;;~rcwell Spit i l l  early October, 19(i4, the :itten- 
tioil ol' one of us was tlr;~wn to :I bird rcsting in :I tight flock of 31 
ICecl-necked Stints (Cn1d1.i~ ~ ~ i f i c o l l i s ) ,  otl ;~ccount of its ~tlistincti\.c bill. 
A long period of observation ;it I 8  to 20 feet with I0 s 50 and 7 x 50 
l,inoculars, and subsequent rel'crencc to the l i t e r :~ t~nc ,  has c~ t ;~b led  us 
to identify the bird as ;I Western S;~ntlpipcr (C. ? I I ( I I O . ~ ) .  1)uring. tht: 
period of observation t l ~ e  bird was put t o  flight nmre than once, so 
that the wing and tail pattern could be ~ ~ o t e d ;  a n d  it was at all times 


