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An ' Historical Introduction ' with, of course, special reference 
to the ornithological exploration ' of the group is justifiably detailed, 
containing many names familiar to devotees of the tubinares. Avicultur- 
ists, too, may be interested to learn that by 1687 the commercial traffic 
in.Serin.us canarius.was in full swing. In 1772 Captain Cook on the 
Resolution with the Forsters on board dropped anchor at Funchal. 
In  a chapter specially written by the Curator of the Museo Municipal 
d o  Funchal, geographers will find an admirable account of the natural 
features and climate. 

Perhaps the most relevant section for New Zealand ornithologists 
is that on the petrels and shearwaters. D. M. Henry's plate of 
Pterodronzn mollis is most attractive. Surely this rare 'gadfly' is a near 
relative of our own now elusive Mottled Petrel (Pt .  inexpectclta). In  
1934 Mathews described two distyict races of the Soft-plumaged Petrel 
from the Madeiran islands; and! ,this distinction is upheld by modern 
research. 

All thoughtful naturalists are alive to the problems of the con- 
servation of insular avifaunas. These problems are much the same the 
world over. As the result of hunting and tlelorestation the cnclemic 
pigeons of Madeira have become very rare birds. Insecticides are 
frequently mentioned as possible agents in the growing scarcity of some 
small birds, e.g. Linnet Goldfinch. Introd~~cet l  vermin and 'mutton- 
birding' are a threat to the 'cagarra' and other petrels. 

Once in a while the reader is pullcd u p  with a jolt. On 11. 38 
.New Zealand is mentiorlet1 and it is stated that the Bobwhite Quail 
has becn 'successfully' introduced. Any recent reports? On 11. 189 
it is curious to see the Killdeer mentioned as a n  Alrican species. On 
p. 100 an unwanted i has crept into the spelling of I'etronia. These 
are very minor Haws. An ambitious project is splendidly on the way. 

- K.H.S. 

* 
Birds of a Salt Field by Koy 1'. Cooper. 

Vast evaporating ponds constructed in South Australia by a 
subsidiary of Imperial Chemical Industries of Australia and New 
Zealand Ltd. were early proclaimed a bird sanctuary, and have provided 
an enormous area attractive to many birds, so that about 200 species 
have been recorded from it. Koy Cooper's booklet (62 pp.) was 
recently produced by I.C.I.A.N.Z. Ltd., and covers 130 species regularly 
inhabiting the salt field, giiving 'excellent descriptions,, habits, and 
habitats of each species. 4 particularly fine feature of the publication 
is the 50 photographs, several in colour, all but two being taken by 
the author, who is recognized as one of Australia's leading bird photo- 
graphers. T h e  species described are much the same as those to be 
found on any of the various salt fields in southern Australia, so a first 
class reference book to such areas has been produced. T h e  edition is 
strictly limited, but while stocks last, copies may be obtained gratis by 
writing to the Advertising Manager, I.C.I.A.N.Z. Ltcl., 1 Nicholson Street, 
Melbourne, stating that you are a member of O.S.N.Z. A further 
edition is promised for later in the year. 

- A.B. 


