
NOTE& ON MAGPIES.-The following observations were made by 
Mr. W. J. Barr and the pupils of the Fairton School, Canterbury:- 
October, 1948: The pupils had a young magpie in captivity. On a t  least 
two occasions when the young bird was placed on top of a pole 6 to 7 feet 
high a parent bird (thought probably to be the male) succeeded in trans- 
ferring food (believed to be a worm) to the young bird while in full 
flight. Spring, 1949: Observation of magpies' nest; three young birdii. 
Two were left in the nest and one kept in captivity in a box with wire 
netting. (One from the nest was later lost.) When the box was put out 
on the lawn the male parent bird, invariably, as  fa r  as was observed, 
fed the one in captivity while the female fed the one remaining in the 
nest.43. A. La Roche, Christchurch. 

.HBRRIER ATTACEING GREY DUCK.-One year on May 12, as I 
rounded a bend in the Punui River I discovered a grey duck escorting 
her family of downy youngsters foraging for food in a backwater.. This 
was late in the year for a family and as I paused to watch a harrier 
swept overhead. The duck immediately commenced fluttering about, 
churning the water and quacking loudly. In  spite of this attempt a t  
diversion, however, the harrier twice struck, but on each occasion the 
duckling concerned dived neatly and reappeared a few yards away. In  
striking, the momentum of each stoop caused the harrier to half submerge 
its own body. The duck was now well-nigh frantic with concern for her 
family and had no thought for her own safety, consequently in making 
her the object of his third stoop, the harrier found her an easy target. 
Exerting every atom of. strength, his broad wings bending beneath the 
strain, the harrier managed to lift her clear of the water and on to the 
bank. Grasping his victim, the raider gazed around to make sure the 
coast was clear-a precaution almost invariably taken by birds of prey 
before commencing to eat, but that brief interval gave the bewildered 
duck her only opportunity. With a sudden effort, which put the harrier 
completely off balance, she rolled over, down the bank, and she way in 
the water before the surprised harrier had left the ground. Even 
then, however, she did not-consider her own safety, for she could easlly 
have flown away. Instead, she called her frightened family around. her 
and disappeared with them under some vegetation which o'verhung the 
bank before the raider could launch anotheri attack.-S. D. Potter, 
AucHand. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 
SHINING CUCKOO. 

(To the Editor.) 
Sir,-Your number of April contained a description of a communal 

display of the shining cuckoo by Messrs. J. S. Watson and P. C. Bull and 
attributes i t  to somc form of courtship. 

My reading is that i t  may have been a gathering of cuckoos pro- 
paratory to migration, bat that tl ieo~y is  weakened by the date, December 
14, as  migration would not take place till months later. I have .seen a 
number of cuckoos doing the same while calling vigorously, waving their 
wings a t  the same time (rather than "flicking"). 

When I was a t  Waikaremoana in April, 1934, Mr. George Ormond 
told me a rather interesting story. During March or April (he was not 
sure of the exact date), a large number of shining cuckoos were gathered 
round the lake. An old Maori, who had gone up with him from Wairoa, 
put a ki t  with some -fat in i t  in the bush and finally caught a cuckoo by 
pulling a string when the cuckoo was inside. Then he arranged a twig 
with the bird as a decoy on the bow beneath. As the decoy called the 
cuckoos came out of the bush and sat on the twig above the decoy in 
great numbers. He was concealed close to the decoy and knocked them 
down with a switch as  they sat on the twig. He killed about 250 to 300 
i~ this manner. Mr. Guy Ormond, Mr. George Ormond's son, who was 
with his father a t  the time, told me the same story exactly. He told ir. 
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