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F A L C O N  IN C H A T H A M  ISLANDS.-The f o r m e r  exis tence of the 
fa lcon (Falco novaeseelandiae Gmelin) in t h e  Chatham Is lands  does  not 
s e e m  to h a v e  b e e n  r eco rded .  Ne i the r  our Society's recent C h e c k  L i s t  nor 
Oliver 's N.Z. Birds, records  it f r o m  t h e  C h a t h a m s .  In  t h e  col lect ion of 

t h e  C a n t e r b u r y  M u s e u m  are several  bones  w h i c h  a r e  indis t inguishable  f r o m  

those  of skele tons  of t h e  New Z e a l a n d  falcon. They are:  AV. 5423, r. f e m u r  

 robab ably col lected by H. 0. Forbes ) ;  AV. 7594, cranium and pre-maxilla,  
f r o m  t h e  K i n s e y  collection; AV. 9814, pelvis, f r o m  t h e  F o u g a r e  collection; 

AV. 9930, 1. t ibia,  f r o m  t h e  Jefferson collection; a n d  AV. 11.367, a 1. u lna ,  

col lected f r o m  O w e n g a  by Jim Eyles  i n  1952. The f a c t  t h a t  so  f e w  fa l con  

bones  hzve b e e n  f o u n d  among t h e  thousands  of bird bones  f r o m  t h e  

C h a t h a m s  t h a t  I h a v e  e x a m i n e d  wou ld  s h o w  t h a t  i t  was p r o b a b l y  not 
plent i ful  there.-.Ran. J. Scar le t t ,  Chr i s t chu rch .  


