
REVIEW 

A Laboratory and Field Marzud of Ornithology, by 0. S. Pettingall Jnr. 
Third edition, 1956. Revised. (Burgess Publishing CO, Minneapolis 15, 
Minnesota; five dollars.) 

Here is a golden treasury for the guidance and edification of the ornithological 
student, not only in America but for those domiciled elsewhere. Originally 
prepared in 1937 as a series of typewritten outlines for the direction of 
students in 'class, laboratory and field', it has been expanded into a well- 
bound, well-produced volume, though retaining its format; and it now has 
twenty sections. No better indictiaon of its scope can be given than to 
enumerate these sections - topography, feathers and feather-tracts, anatomy 
and physiology, systematics, external structural characters, laboratory identifica- 
tion, plumages and plumage colouration, distribution, migration, field 
identification, bird ecology, bird communities, bird territory, bird song, mating, 
nests and nest-building, eggs, egg-laying and incubation, young and their 
develo ment, parental care and bird populations. Then follow several useful 
appensces which include, besides many mentioned in each section, invaluable 
bibliographical references and a list of current omithological journals, in 
which Notornis is included. 

This book of 379 pages, well illustrated by appropriate drawings and maps, 
is essential to all serious students and is an invaluable source of information 
to al l  interested in bird life. 

A Rabelaisian flavour is suggested in a list of descriptive words, given 
as those commonly used to describe bird song! 

R.H.D.S. 

THE SOCIETY'S GREETING CARDS 
Have you sent in your order for some of 'our' Christmas Cards yet ? If not, 
don't delay. W e  have nearly sold out our stock of 12,500 cards. More cards 
are being printed. Just send your name and address, with the remittance 
stating the number of cards you want, adding exchange to cheques drawn 
outside Auckland, to The O.S.N.Z. (Card Committee), P.O. Box 3496, 
AUCKLAND. 
Rates: f doz., S/-; or 9/- per doz. Add 6d postage to order. Or 13 cards for 

a 10/- note, or 26 cards for E l  note. 
Designs: Silvereye, Rifleman, Gannet, Spotted Shag, Godwit Banded Dotterel, 

Pied Stilt and Dabchick. 
N.B.: Your money will be refunded if stocks are sold out. 


