
in classification such as downlf plumage, courtship and display, nesting 
habits and voice. Thus the work of field naturalists and aviculturists 
has been called on as an aid to classification, supplementing the older 
bias in favour of structure and plumage. 

The work is undoubtedly one of the most important reviews in 
recent ornithological literature. R. A. F. 

"Emu," Vol. XLV, pt. 2, October, 1945. 
This number contains an article by R. T., Littlejohns-" Some 

Random Observations Regarding Incubation "-describing variation in 
the habits of birds, mainly dottrels, under different weather conditions. 

A paper of similar general interest by Angus Robinson discusses 
the theories of territory as they apply to some Australian birds, in- 
cluding magpies and ducks. 

The second and concluding part of Dr. W .  R. B. Oliver's long 
paper on "Avian Evolution in New Zealand and Australia," appears 
and calls for a fuller review than can be attempted here. 

Still another general paper, "The  Nature of Bird Activities," by 
G. R. Gannon, helps to make this number unusually full of theoretical 
discussions, which are, however, of great interest. 

Additional papers are: " The Wood-Sandpiper in Western 
Australia," by D. L. Serventy; " The Banded Stilt," by Jack Jones, 
and the usual " Stray Feathers," including photographs of golden plover 
and bar-rumped godwit. R. A. F. 

Michael Sharland: " Tasmanian Birds-A Field Guide to the Birds 
Inhabiting Tasmania and Adjacent Islands, including the 
Sea Birds." Oldham, Beddone and Meredith, Ltd., Hobart, 
1945, I-V1 and 120 pages. 

The Tasmanian avifauna differs largely from that of New Zealand, 
but the members of the O.S.N.Z. will be surprised to find how many 
New Zealand birds are to be found in Tasmania. 

As stressed in the introduction, this little book contains all the 
information necessary to identify Tasmanian birds in the field. After 
the scientific and vernacular names follows the description of the 
most important features with a concise description of the habitat, 
nesting and general field notes of each species. Excellent photographs 
of several more important and characteristic species will be of great 
assistance to any bird student. 

Let us hope that this excellent little book will not only find its 
way to the bookshelves of New Zealand ornithologists but also will 
serve as an incentive for the publication of a similar field guide to 
New Zealand birds. K. A. W. 

R. A. Falla and G. Stokell, "Investigation of the Stomach Contents,of 
N.Z. Fresh Water Shags." Trans. R.S. of N.Z., Vol. LXXIV, 
Part 4, pp. 320-331. 
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