
New Zealand Bird Notes 
Bulletin of the Ornithological Society of New Zealand. 

Edited by R. H. D. STIDOLPH, 114 Cole Street, Masterton. 
Annual Subscription, 5/-. Life Membership, $5. 

Price to non-members, 2/- per number. 

OFFICERS 1946-1947. 
President-Professor B. J. MARPLES (Museum, Dunedin) 

South Island Vice-President-DR. R. A. FALLA (Museum, Christchnrch.). 
North Island Vice-President-MR. It. H. D. STIDOLPH (Masterton). 

Recorder-MR. C. A. PLEMING, 79 Duthie Street, Wellington, W3. 
Secretary-Treasurer-. J. M. CUNNINGHAM (39 Renal1 St., Masterton). 

Regional Organisers.-Auckland, MR. R. B. SIBSON (King's College) ; Wellington, 
MR. C. A. FLEXING; Christchurch, DR. R. A. FALLA; Dunedin, Professor 
B. J. MARPLES. 

Vol. 2 No. 2 Published Quarterly. OCTOBER, 1946 

CONTEXTS. Page 
Census of Gannets in N.Z., by K. A. Wodzicki & C. A. Fleming ...... 17 
Petrels Cast Ashore by A u y s t  Gales, by E. G. Turbott &R. B. Sibson' 19 
Present Distribution of N.Z. Robins, by C. A. Fleming .................. 24 
Gtilts Nesting a t  Ardmore, by A. F. Stokes .................................... 26 
Breeding of Red-Billed Gull, by C. A. Fleming .............................. 27 

................... Further Record of Pterodro~na Leueoptera, by P. C. Bull 29 
Spotted Shag near Auckland, (by T. W. Cox, T. M. Roberts, E. G. 

Turbott 'and E. B. Sibson .......................................... 30 
About our Members .................................................................. 31 
Reviews .................................................................................... 32 
NOTES.-Skuas Robbing Red-billcd Gulls, 23; Dabchick Investigation, 

23; Flying Shag Loses Balance, 25. 
Illustrations.-Brooding Red-billed Guil, 27; Eurgess Island (map) 28. 

CENSUS O F  GANNETS IN NEW ZEALAND. 
A periodical census of species of birds is of great import- 

ance in providing information in respect of the biological 
status of a species, whether i t  is on the increase or decrease, 
or whether the prevailing conditions of protection are effective 
enough to preserve it. A census gives information on many 
problems which are related to ecology and the control of 
Wild Life. 

There are few species of gregarious habits during the 
breeding season of which numbers can be reliably estimated. 
The Gannets, breeding year by year on small islands or rocks, 
sometimes for centuries, are birds of which the breeding 
population can be accurately estimated and its trends sur- 
veyed. James Fisher and H. G. Vevers (1939 and 1943), 
assisted by a team of British ornithologists, have recently 
made a census of the North Atlantic Gannet (Sula bassana) 
which breeds on rocky islands around the British Isles, Iceland 
and the eastern coast of Canada. Fisher and Vevers were able 
to obtain the trends of population in different gannetries and 
assessed the world population of this species in 1939 as 165,600 
breeding adults. 

An estimation of the population of the Australasian 
Gannet (Sula serrator) in Australia is being undertaken by 
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