
country, and i t  is a most valuable addition to the library of the ornithol- 
ogist who is interested in the origins, affinities, range and lnigrations of 
many New Zealand birds. 

Of special interest are the sections on petrels, terns and waders. 
Puffinus griseus is noted as straying only rarely into the Central 
Pacific; Puffinus bulleri is not mentioned, but may have been overlooked, 
a r  there is a white-bellied form of P.  pacificus which much rascmblcs it. 
Neither Caspian nor White-fronted Terns havc been recorded-in the  
South West Pacific; but there is the suggestion that the  Arctic Tern 
may pass through that area on migration as  "it  has been found repcat- 
edly in New Zealand watersn-a statement that needs investigation. 

To turn for a moment to taxonomy; the Red-neckcd St int  is rightly 
made a subspecies of minuta, and i t  is noteworthy that the Hudsonian 
Godwit becomes a subspecies of Limosa limosa. The Long-tailed Cuckoo 
loses i ts  generic isolation and is put in, the genus Eudynamis. 

The rarity of the Sanderling in New Zealand is explained by the 
statement that "normally- i t  reaches only the northern fringe" of the 
South West Pacific. The Stil t  is recorded only from New Britain, where 
i t  seems to be an irregular visitor from Australia. 

Our Gannet is not mentioned, and there is no evidence that immature 
Gannets go north and cross the  Equator as they might be expccted to 
do, on the analogy of Brltish gannets which in their first years move 
south to  the equatorial waters of the  Atlantic. The only representative 
of the shags to  get into the South West Pacific is the Little Pied (Ph. 
n~elanoleucos) . 

Nine races of Banded Rail occur in the South West Pacific; Sooty 
Rail (tabuensis plumbea) and Pukeko have a wide distribution A spccial 
plea is made for the  study of the Reef Heron, of which grey, mottled 
and white specinlens occur in the tropical islands. I n  New Zealand, 
dthough there is no real problem of plumage variation, observers should 
be on the look-out for aberrations; e.g.., the white-phase example a t  
Wairau Bar. 

I n  the introduction i t  is modestly stated that the study of the birds 
of the  South West Pacific has only just begun. The contents of this 
volume somewhat belie this. Tke futnre field-worker may be thankful 
that  he has really to  hand an excellent guide book in which the  prqblems 
a re  clearly set before him.-R.B.S. 

"Ernu," Vol. xlv., pt. 3, January, 1946. 
Particular interest centres on a paper on the White-fronted Tern 

(Sterna striata) by  K. A. Hindwood, of Sydney, who discusses the 
distribution of this species on the east coast of Australia and Tasmania. 
On the information available, it is suspected that the tern, which occurs 
i u  Australian waters principally between May and November, is a 
migrant from New Zealand, though i t  appears that  a small proportion 
only of the birds breeding in New Zealand crosses the Tasman. Most 
of tke birds in Australia are  in immature plumage. Extensive banding 
of young 'birds in New Zealand is necessary to determine definitely the  
migratory movement, a field which members of the O'mithological Society 
could well take up. The article is illustrated by excellent photographs. 

The flocking of the silver eye (Zosterops lateralis) with particular 
reference to 1944, in the winter of which year this bird was exception- 
ally scare in many districts, is dealt with by J. M. Cunningham, Master- 
ton. The winter of 1944 was a mild one and the possible effect of these 
conditions on flocking is considered. As the writer states, further 
information is required of dates of flocking and their possible correlation 
\;ith wcather and hours of daylight, and also more estimates ot com- 
parative population. 

The occurrence of Geoffroy's sand plover (Charadrius leschenaulti) 
in New Zealand is recorded by R. B. Sibson and P. C. Bull. The record 
i a sight one, on August 20, 1943, on Manukau Harbour. It is the first 
record of this bird in New Zealand. The bird was seen again on 
September 5.eR.H.D.S. 

Date of Fublication-1st January, 1947. 
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