
V o l .  2. No. 6 .  October, 1 947. 

New Zealand Bird Notes 

Bulletin of the New Zealand Ornithological Society . 
Published Quarterly. 



New Zealand Bird Notes 
Bulletin of the Ornithological Society of New Zealand. 

Edited by R. H. D. STIDOLPH, 114 Cole Street, Masterton. 
Annual Subscription, 5/-. Life Membership, £5. 

Price to non-members. 2/- per number. 

OFFICERS 1947-1948. 
President-Professor B. J. blAHPLE8 (Museum. Dnnedin) 

South Island Vice-President-DR. R. A. FALLA (Muheu~n. Chrixtchurch ) .  

North Island Vice-President-MR. E. G. TURBOTT (Museum. Auckland). 
. Recorder-MR. C. A. FLEMING. 79 Duthie Street, Wellington, Ur3. 

Secretary-Treasurer-MR. J. M. CUNNINGHAM (39 Renal1 St.. Masterton) 
Regional Organisers--Auckland MR. R. B. SIRSON (King's College) ; Hawlre's 

Bay. REV. F. 'H. ROBER'?SON (Havelock North) : Wellington. MR. C. A 
FLEMIKG. Christchurch, DR. R. A. FALLA; Dunedin, MR. L. GURR 
(~n ive r s i t ;  of Otago). 

Vol. 2 No. 6 Published Quarterly. OCTOBER, 1947. 

CONTENTS. P:qy 
Birds Near Croniwell Otago by J. Middleditch . . . . . . . . . . .  126 
Blackbird Stndy, by' Bruce ' ~ o b e r t s o n  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  127 
Contributions to Gannet Census- 

V1.-Mahnki Gannetry. Great' Barrier by W. M. Hamilton . . . . . .  128 
VI1.-New Gannetry off Ksraka point: hy'G. A. Budd!e . . . . . .  125 

VII1.-Gannets of the Three Kings, by G. A. Buddle . . . . . . . .  129 
Tni  Nesting a t  Clevedon by Fraser Murrsy . . . . . . . . . . . .  131 
A Visit to Little Barrie; Island by R. B. ~ i b &  . . 134 
Bird Life in Dari' and ~ o u t e b u r d  Valleys, by Dunedin ~ & r a i i s t s " ~ i e l h ' C l u b  144 
New Members, Exchanges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  133 
Reviews . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  148 
NOTES.--Classified Notes 125. Banaing of Tasmanian Mutton Birds. 125: Bird 

Behaviour 126. Bird ob$ervation in Wellington 127 ;  Occurrence of Tree 
Martin 1$1. ~ i e e d i n ~  of White Eye Breeding ~ i b i t s  of Bhokbird, Notes of 
 lackb bird, girds a t  Arthur's Paw,  132: Pigeon's Death. Food of Sea T~oopard, 
Black-billed Gulls Attacking Prion, 133. 

ILLUSTRATIONS. Facine a a w  
Plate I.--Mohuki Gannetry Great Barrier . . . . . .  128 
Plate 11.-Gannetries and n i b - ~ i l l e d  Gull co lo&es , '~h r& K& . . . . . .  129 
Plate 111.-Black Petrel on Little Barrier Island . . . . . . . . . . . .  144 
Plate 1V.--Dart' and Routeburn Valleys, Otago . . . . . . . . . . . .  145 

CLASSIFIED N0TE.S I N  NEXT 1SSIE.-Members are reminded 
that classified notes will be published in the January issue. These 
should be sent immediately to the diatrict organisers so that  they can 
be in  the hands of the editor not later than November 1. 

BANDING OF TASMANIAN MUTTON-BII1DS.-In the course of a 
population study of the Tasmanian mutton-bird or short-taileil shear- 
water (Puffinus tenuirostris) conducted jointly by the Council for Indus- 
triail and Scientific Research and Tasmanian Fauna Board last March a t  
Flinders Island area, a considerable number of birds was banded. The 
rings are of copper andA bear the following inscription with a serial 
number: "Notify Fauna Board, Hobart, Tasmania, Australia. " Remains 
of this species commonly occur on east Australian beaahes between 
September and January and members in a position to do so are asked 
to keep a careful watch out for marked birds during the coming season. 
New Zealand ornithologists are also asked to keep a look-out. Recover- 
ed bands should be returned to the C.S.I.R., 314 Albert Street, East Me;]- 
bcurne, C.2, Victoria; or Fauna Board, Police Department, Hobart, 
Tasmania. 


