
[A Title Page precedes Page One in the Original.] 
BULLETIN 

OF THE 

ORNlTHOLOGlCAL SOCIETY O F  N E W  ZEALAND 
NUMBER 11. YEAR 1941-42. 

Issued May 18th. 

CONTENTS. 
Introduction. 
Reviews 
Note concerning the investigation of the breeding season of the Blackbird 

and White-eye. 
White Herons in the Okarito District, by R. A. Falla. 
Birds on Islands around Stewart Island, by E. Stead. 
Rare Waders in the Firth of Thames, by R. B. Sibson. 
Some observations on Black-billed Gulls, Larus bulleri, by R. B. Sibson. 
Note on the Birds of the Taupo District, by K. A. Wodzicki. 
Note on Cuckoos, by B. J. Marples. 

INTRODUCTION. 
The working year will be ending next month, and the next issue of 

thc Bulletin will be the last for the current year. I t  will be published as 
soon as possible after July lst, and will contain the year's short classified 
notes. Members are earnestly requested to send in their notes at the 
earliest possible moment so that publication shall not be delayed, and to 
send them in in the standard form for publication. This is of great assist- 
ance to the editors. Longer notes suitable for inclusion in bulletins next 
year will be specially welcome. Make an effort to take an active part in 
the work of the Society by sending notes and by joining in the investiga- 
tions. Four special investigations are being carried out, and though every- 
one may not have information to supply about dabchicks or banded 
dotterel, blackbirds and white-eyes are found everywhere and are familiar 
to everyone. The study of their breeding seasons is not only of local 
interest but fits into a worldwide survey of breeding seasons, which so far 
is deficient in southern hemisphere records. A short note on the breeding 
season investigation is included in this issue and a more detailed one will 
appear later. 

A new feature of this issue is a brief note on the contents of the latest 
number of "The Emu." This journal often contains papers on New Zealand 
birds as well as ones of general interest, reviews of ornithological literature, 
etc., and so is certainly not of interest only to residents in Australia itself. 
The O.S.N.Z. is now a member of the R.A.O.U. and recent numbers of 
The Emu are available for loan to members on application to the Hon. 
Secretary, together with stamps for postage. I t  is hoped that all members 
who are seriously interested will themselves become full members of the 
R.A.O.U. and keep in touch with and help to strengthen ornithology in 
Australasia as a whole. 

2 
REVIEW. 

"Notes on the Southern Robin, Miro australis," by L. E. Richdale. 
(Obtainable from the author, 21, Skibo Street, Dunedin. Price I/-, 
Post Frec). 
' This eight page pamphlet gives an account of the breeding of a pair 

of robins in captivity in a large aviary at Gore. Nest building took about 
two weeks and was carried out by the female only. Incubation lasted 
twenty days and was also carried out only by the female, and the young left 
the nest three weeks after hatching. An interesting account is given of the 
behaviour of the male, who fed the female and drove her back to the nest 
if she left it, but only began to feed the chicks himself when they were ten 
days old. He also collected food and hid it in various places about the 



aviary, to be delivered to the nest later either by himself or by the female. 
Some three weeks after the young left the nest the male became so 
pugnacious that the whole family had to be separated. 

The keeping of native birds in capivity is illegal, and these birds were 
confiscated by the authorities and released. I t  is to be hoped that those 
responsible will bear in mind the important and so far uninvestigated 
question of the distribution of the different sub-species of birds throughout 
our group of islands, and make sure that if birds are released it is only 
done in the locallty from which they came 

The pamphlet concludes with a discussion of the attitude of the 
Department of Internal Affairs towards the keeping of native birds in 
captivity, and the bearing of the whole matter on the broad question 
of the protection of birds in this country. The pamphlet is illustrated by 
two excellent photographs of robins taken by the author. 

T H E  EMU.--Vol. xli., pt. 4, April, 1942 
The latest number of the Emu, just received, contains one New 

Zealand paper, "Supplementary Notes on the Royal Albatross, Part II.", 
by L. E. Richdale, which gives further details of the author's s h d y  of 
the nesting colony of these birds on Otago Peninsular. Among several 
papers on Australian birds there are two of general interest which may be 
mentipned, "The usurpation of nests, nesting sites and materials" by N. 
Favaloro, and "Nest borrowing amongst birds," by P. A. Bourke. The 
subjects of these are indicated by their titles, and, though the examples 
given will be unfamiliar species to New Zealand ornithologists, perhaps 
similar behaviour will be noted in this country. Amongst the revlews 1s 
one of a paper by E. Mayr and D. Amadon on "Geographical Variations in 
Demigretta sacra (Gmelin)." Amer. Mus. Nov. No. 1144, Oct. 13th, 1941, 
with map. An appeal was made in the second annual report of this Society 
to members to send in notes on the Blue Heron in connection with this 
study by Dr. Mayr. This bird has a white phase as well as the dark one, 
but in S. Australia and New Zealand the birds are almost exclusively dark. 
There is a suggestion that the New Zealand population originated from 
S. Australia. 

INVESTIGATION OF THE BREEDING SEASON 
OF T H E  BLACKBIRD AND THE' WHITE-EYE. 

The object of this investigation is to collect accurate information 
about the breeding habits of these birds and especially to determine the 
effect of geographical position, that is to say of different lengths of day, 
upon the dates of breeding. Observations are therefore required from all 
parts of the country, especially from the extreme north and extreme south. 
Everyone will have some information even if only a few dates, so send in 
whatever you have no matter how scanty. Preliminary breeding activities 
have already begun, but much remains to be noted if members remember 
to look out for it and to note it down. Exact dates are required for 
early and late singing, fights (the sexes involved to be noted), nest build- 
mg, egg laylng, hatching and fledging of young. Also details of the 
number of eggs laid and hatched and of young fledged, and the number 
of nests built by the same pair. Please send in notes to Count Wodzicki, 
The Consulate General of Poland, Wellington or to Professor Marples, The 
Museum, Dunedin. Fuller information about the investigation will be 
gladly sent on request. We want as many reliable dates as possible, so 
please make notes and send them in. 

WHITE HERONS IN THE OKARITO DISTRICT, 
by R. A. FALLA. 

In December, 1941, the writer was given an opportunity of accompany- 
ing the Commissioner of Crown Lands, Westland, and a representative of 
the Conservator of Forests, on a visit of inspection to the only known 
nesting area of the White Heron. 


